
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Helena, MT
February 15, 2019
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Larry Carver, Hon. Steve Fagenstrom, Peggy Tonon, Charlie Harball, Hon. Jim Rice, and Peter Ohman (joined late due to a legislative commitment).
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:   Tina Reinicke, MaryAnn Ries and Hon. Jessie Connolly.

Members Absent:  Hon. Heidi Ulbricht, Hon. Holly Frederickson and Hon. Bob Wood
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan 
Guests: None
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.    
PUBLIC COMMENT:    None.
OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on January 18, 2019, were reviewed.  Peggy Tonon moved that the minutes be approved.  Charlie Harball seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Change in Rule 14 of the Uniform Rules for the Justice and City Courts - Update
Justice Rice reported that the Court opened the proposed rule change up for public comment.  The public comment period runs for 90 days from January 30th.  He encouraged folks to submit their comments if they feel strongly one way or the other about the rule change.  At the end of the public comment period, the matter will be placed on the Court’s public meeting agenda for consideration.   
NEW BUSINESS:
Spring Conference Agenda – Update

Shauna Ryan updated the Commission on the status of the conference.  She has contacted most of the presenters who are on board to teach.  Justice Shea agreed to give the Supreme Court Case Law Review.  Prof. Hillary Wandler is going to teach on judicial writing and asked if there were particular areas that would be most helpful to the judges.  The Commission agreed that findings of fact/conclusions of law as they relate to motions to dismiss/hearings to suppress would be beneficial.  Judge Frederickson offered to take the lead on coordinating the mock hearing sessions – one hour to cover initial appearances and arraignments and one hour for change of plea hearings.   
Automation Committee Appointment

Judge Barger, current chair for the Automation Committee, requested that the Commission recommend that Judge Stacey Nerison (Dawson County JP) be appointed to serve on the committee.  Judge Nerison would hold the vacant seat held by a justice of the peace.  Judge Carver moved that Judge Nerison be appointed to serve on the Automation Committee pursuant to Judge Barger’s recommendation.  Charlie Harball seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
Vacancies on the Commission – Letters of Interest
The Commission solicited letters of interest from any judge interested in holding a seat on the Commission.  

Municipal Court Seat
Judge Steve Bolstad and Judge Kathleen Jenks submitted letters.  After review and lengthy discussion, Judge Fagenstrom moved that a recommendation be made to the Court that Judge Bolstad be appointed to hold the seat held by a municipal court judge.  Charlie Harball seconded the motion and it passed by a majority vote.   Judge Fagenstrom moved that Judge Jenks letter of interest also be considered for the member-at-large position.  Judge Connolly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
Member-At-Large Seat

Judge Kelly Mantooth, Judge Bert Kraft, Judge Kathleen Rosencranz, Judge Jennifer Ray, Judge Jackie Schara, Judge Gail Beckham, Judge Kerry Burman, and Judge Andy Breuner all submitted letters of interest.  Judge Kathleen Jenks was also considered for the member-at-large seat.  After review and lengthy discussion, Judge Carver moved that Judge Mantooth be appointed to hold the seat held by member-at-large.  Judge Fagenstrom seconded the motion and it passed by a majority vote.  

Shauna Ryan will send the Commission’s recommendations to the Supreme Court for consideration and appointment.
Request for Temporary Waiver of Training for New Judge

Hon. Janie Hedstrom and Hon. Anne Marie Peterson:  Judge Fagenstrom moved to approve the waiver committee’s recommendation.  Charlie Harball seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  

In regard to Judge Hedstrom, the Commission discussed a concern that may be raised with the judge directly that there may be a problem with her sitting on the bench under section 3-1-803, MCA, given that the prosecutor is related within the 3rd degree.  The Commission did not feel the issue fell within its purview, however.    

Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m.      
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be March 15, 2019, at 8:30 a.m. in Helena.      
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