
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Helena, MT
August 19, 2016
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Larry Carver, Hon. Steve Fagenstrom, Peggy Tonon, Hon. Holly Frederickson, Bill Hooks, Charlie Harball, Hon. Jessie Connolly, Hon. Bob Wood, and Justice Jim Rice.
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:  None
Members Absent:  Bernie Cassidy and Hon. Heidi Ulbricht
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan 
Guests: None
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.              
PUBLIC COMMENT:    
OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on June 17, 2016, were reviewed.   A motion was made by Judge Fagenstrom and seconded by Judge Wood that the minutes be approved.  The motion passed unanimously.
DUI Manual Update

Judge Carver reported that he received a copy of the DUI manual and forwarded his comments/suggestions to the others reviewing the manual.  The committee met on July 18, 2016, his suggestions were approved, and the changes will be incorporated.  The publication deadline for the DUI manual is October 1, 2016.  The online version of the DUI manual will be interactive.  When case law is referenced you can click on the case law and it will take you right to the case.  They are going to develop an index and it will be interactive as well.  Judge Barger agreed to do the editing of the manual prior to publication.  
Belt City Court

Judge Carver reported that he advised Judge Olson to call if a citation was ever written in his court and he would walk him through the process.   Apparently the intention is to never write a citation into that court.  
2016 Fall COLJ Conference Update

Shauna Ryan reported that all of the presenters had been contacted and confirmed.  The agenda is in its final form.    

Benchbook Update/Form Approval

Judge Frederickson reported that most of the criminal forms are completed.  Judge Wilson edited the last of those forms.  They intend to start reviewing the civil forms next.  Judge Frederickson will have forms for the Commission to review at the next meeting.  
NEW BUSINESS:
Request for Waiver of Training for Spring 2016 Conference

Kathleen Jenks:  Judge Carver moved to approve the actions of the waiver committee.  Judge Connolly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
Approve Request for Temporary Certificate and Waiver of Training for New Judge

Landee Holloway:  Judge Carver moved to approve the actions of the waiver committee.  Judge Connolly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
Request to Remove a Substitute Judge
Peggy Tonon reported that she had a request from a judge who wanted to remove a judge from her sub judge list and asked the Commission to remove that individual formally.  Peggy crafted a letter that removed the sub judge from the list, pursuant to the judge’s written request.  Peggy indicated there was no procedure for the request in the rules.  Judge Carver suggested that, in the future, the judge simply needs to file a new list with the county/city.  
3-1-602, MCA - Restrictions on justices of the peace practicing law or taking claims for collection. 

As a reminder to all of the judges, Peggy Tonon is going to briefly touch on what the statute requires during her ethics presentation at the fall conference.  
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 10:40 a.m.    
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be on September 26, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. in Bozeman.   
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