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DISTRICT COURT COUNCIL

Minutes of March 19, 2004

Justice Building 215 N. Sanders

Attorney’s Lounge on 4th Floor

Helena, MT  59601

DCC Voting Members Present:

The Honorable Karla Gray, Chief Justice, Supreme Court

The Honorable Katherine Curtis, District Court Judge, 11th Judicial District 

The Honorable Thomas McKittrick, District Court Judge, 8th Judicial District

The Honorable John McKeon, District Court Judge, 17th Judicial District

DCC Non-voting Members Present:

Mike Hutchin, County Commissioner, Polson

Lori Maloney, Clerk of the District Court, Butte

Glen Welch, Chief Probation Officer, Missoula

Staff:  

Jim Oppedahl, Court Administrator

Beth McLaughlin, Human Resources Director

Shelly Hinson, Administrative Assistant

I. Welcome

The District Court Council met on Friday, March 19, 2004 at 8:00 a.m. at the Justice Building, 215 N. Sanders, Helena, MT 59601 in the Attorney’s Lounge on the 4th floor.  Chairperson Chief Justice Karla M. Gray called the meeting to order.  Gordon Morris, Harold Blattie, and Harry Freebourne were welcomed as guests. A quorum being present, the meeting duly convened and business was transacted as follows:

II. Approve January 16, 2004 DCC Minutes

II.(a) Motion to Adopt: Judge Thomas McKittrick, moved to adopt the January 16, 2004 District Court Council minutes.   Judge John McKeon seconded.  Judge Thomas McKittrick called the question.  No further discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

III. Public Comment
None was given.

IV. Administrator’s Report
1. Budget Status

Personal Services projected shortfall (-$438,569); Operating Expenditures projected surplus $466,149.  The projections are derived from SABHRS from July 2003 thru February 2004.

The projected deficit for the FY04 District Court Variable costs is (-2,391,333).

2. Budget Proposals – District Court and Youth Court

There will be a proposal sheet for district court legislative requests.  New proposals for admission, consideration, and discussion will be sent to the Court Administrator’s Office for review and prioritizing prior to going to legislature.

With new contracts in the works, drug-testing costs are predicted to be half the cost they are at present.

Expenditures and revenue for Information Technology projects a deficit of   (-$10,766).  The projection is based on January actuals.

3. Office of the Court Administrator Reorganization

The main change is within the Court Services Division.  Since Beverley Boyd is no longer the Court Services Director, Beth McLaughlin has assumed the duties of that position.  The grant position has been transferred to the Budget and Finance division.  Robert Peake is the Bureau Chief for the District and Youth Court Services Bureau in the Court Services Division.

4. Video Conferencing

There will be a log on the Internet to show the savings of costs for the video conferencing use.  A videoconferencing system is set up and ready for use in the Office of the Court Administrator’s conference room.  Policies will be put in place for usage costs.

V. Policy Proposals/Amendments/Updates
1. Revised Child Abuse and Neglect Proceedings Expenses Policy #1210

The Council discussed the policy and deferred action until after the break to review statutes in reference to the 2.3 language of the policy. 

2. Draft Hourly Rates for Private Investigators and Certain Other Professionals

The Council discussed the rates and requirements for Private Investigators.  The policy was tabled for revisions.

3. Procedures for Reimbursement for Defendants Ordered to Reimburse Costs Paid

Jim Oppedahl presented statutes 46-8-113 thru 46-8-114, MCA that explain the procedures for payment for court-appointed counsel by defendants.

VI. Break
Revert to V. (1.) Policy 1210


After review of the statute, Chief Justice Karla Gray found that the policy was in accordance with statute.

Motion to Adopt as Revised:  Judge Thomas McKittrick moved to adopt Policy 1210 as revised.  Judge Katherine Curtis seconded the motion.  Judge Thomas McKittrick called the question.  Motion carried.

VII. Uniform Reporting Standards
It was suggested by Chief Justice Karla Gray and agreed by the Council members to send a copy of the Uniform Reporting Standard categories to all District Court Judges for input.  It will be introduced at the Montana Judges Association meeting in May.  There will be a request for three district court judges to volunteer to take input and then provide the gathered information from the judges to the Council.

Motion to Table for Discussion:  Judge Katherine Curtis moved to table the Uniform Reporting Standard Petition for further discussion by a working group.  Judge John McKeon seconded the motion.  Judge John McKeon called the question.  Motion carried.


Law and Justice Interim Committee Update


The Council discussed the Options Chart for the Montana Public Defender Study that will be a part of the Law and Justice Interim Committee Meeting scheduled for March 20, 2004.  

Motion:  Judge Katherine Curtis moved for Judge John McKeon to communicate to the committee, on behalf of the District Council, at the Law and Justice Interim Committee meeting that the District Court Council cannot, as a practical matter, or otherwise, undertake the responsibility under Option B.  Judge Thomas McKittrick seconded the motion.  Judge John McKeon informed the Council that he will also be representing the Montana Judges Association at the Law and Justice Interim Committee Meeting and speaking on their behalf.  Judge Thomas McKittrick called the question.  Motion carried.

VIII. Other Business

1. Drug Courts

The Council discussed whether a bill from an attorney representing a client in Drug Court would be the responsibility of the State.  The attorney’s position would be non-adversarial in the drug court.  Beth McLaughlin will draft a policy for this matter to be presented at the next meeting.

2. Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for May 12, 2004 at 12:00 p.m. at the Holiday Inn, Parkside in Missoula. 

VIII. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 a.m. by order of the Chair, Chief Justice Karla Gray.
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