
3linutes of the Regular 
District Court Council Meeting 

Februarj 15,2002 

DCC Voting Members Present: 
Chief Jcstice Karla M. Gray, Montma Supr:m Court, Helem 
The Eonorable Diane Ban; Distncr Court Judge. 13'h Judicial Dismct, Biilings 
The tionorable Thomas C Z i K ~ i c k  District Coun Judge; 8"' Judicial Disnicr, Grear Fa& 
The Honorabie Ed McLean, Dismct Court Judge. 4Ih Judicial Disnict, lviissoula 
The Honorable Jolm Wamm-;., District Courr Judge, 12" Judiciai Disnicr. H a r e  

DCC Son-votino Members Present: 
Tim Callaban for Glen Welch; Juvenile Probation Of5';icers Associarii:n, M~ssoula 
Mike IIurchins. Lake County Commissiiiner; Polsoc 
Lon Maioney, Silver Bow County Clerk oCDisti-ct Court, Butte 
Tim Smith; Couf; Reporters Association: Billkgs 

M: 
Rick 1.ea.i~: Supreme Collrt Administrator 
Beverley Boyd: Court Services Dkector 
Beth blcLaughlin, Human Resource Director 
Lisa Smith: Adminisnative Services Director 
Greg Tihippie. D~sinet  C o w  Proyam ?dacagei 
j, 41. Hayden, P i o g x n  Specialist 

w: 
Audrey .l.llumi. Jweniie Jcstice Bcreau. Dept. or'Jusrice. Selma 
Matt Eugni. Of5ce of Oudget and Propram P!anxing. Govcmcr's Office; Helena 
Doug Deilwo; Cow! Appoinred Spec:ai Advocate. Office of :he Cwm ridnin~srator. Helena 
Corxie Elckson. Legislative Services IXvision, Lcgisiarive Bran&. Eelena 
L3- Finch. T3x Poiicy Research Division, Dcpr. of lievenue. Helena 
S L X ~  3i;zinger. MJPO?, Eelena 
Bonzic Oison, Cwrt  .Idministiator. ! ;:" hdicial D~strict. Kalispeil 
Dnwn X. P'zzixi. hformarion Tedmoioc. Se~mices Divisior. Dept, oi:Xdrinist;anon, ILiena 



Chainn-:on Chief hs:ice KxPs LZ. Gray called the mexing io order. There beins a quomm 
present, ike a e s i n g  duly cor,v-.=ed an& business w:s *ansacred as follows: 

(Itern 40. 1) 
.IPPROV.X OF LL\T~.MZl- 25.3002. MILTTES 

The Cha.&erio~ presented the January 25,2002, minmes. Minor corrections were discussed. 

\VHERFAS; R e  District Court Council has re~iewed the January 25, 2002, Minutes and 
r e ~ e s t e d  changes. 

THERE5 ORE: BE IT RESOL\ED BL TEE DISTRICT COtRT COL3C1L 

THAT. The Dszicr  C o w  C o c ~ c i l  hereby approves the Panuary 25; 2003, minutes 

hlonon :o adopt the Jarnary 25; 2002, minutes wirh changes and corrections was requested by 
Judge >lcRitrrici;. Motion to adopi was seconded by Judge Rarz. Xo further discussion. 

Ayes: Chief Justice Karla 31. Gray 
Judge Diane Barz 
Jud~eThomas McRittick 
Jgdge Ed McLean 
Judge John Warner 

The Charperson tbcr,ri.upon declared said .norion camed and adopted 

CO&T REPORTER ELECTIOU FORXS. E Q U I P ~ N T  POLICY ~m 
TRLVSCRIPT FEES POLICY 

Beth Zlciaughlin proposed that court reponex d n e r  elect io be state employees or independent 
conrractors. Ms. McLacghliil presented sampies of the m o  election forns. Chief Justice Gray 
stated that ;he Supreme C o w  will w e d  tc review the two election forms, but otheni-ise they were 
a good idea. 

J u d ~ e  ZlcLem pro?osed a policy for hve !  costs incumd for court reporter expenses when a 
ci!str;ct judge sarels owside their district. Judge McKitrick rezom~ended chat the judicial . . c~smc: i:: ~ h : &  :he n(ai is occyu%ng be responsible for prwiding and paying the cost of the court 
r.qpo"icr ;en.iczi. h d g  h,icL,ri.an also recornends that this new mve l  policy be placed as ihe 
srcox! st-tcmcn: zncer Co'x: R q o ~ w s  I C; 'i'raixripr Fees Proccdurrcs acd that the same trave! 

. . 
p i i c y  be added to iho two siecaon forms. Tim Sirith proposed a d d i ~ g  iaapage in -;lc Election 
F o r m  ikzr srates. .'I do not want 'i, seil eqcipnent io the Srate". 



I ne DIsecr Con-: Council has reviewed the Court Rtponer Election Foms, 
Eqcipment Policy: and Trmsiri2i Fee Poiicy as amended. 

TEEREFORE BE IT RESOLVl3 BY THE DlSTRICT CO'RT COL3CIL 

TH.&T, The Discict Coun Council hereby approves the Cowt Rqoner  Elcction Foms, 
Eqwpmex Policy. and 'Trmscnpt Fee Po1ic:y as amended. 

Motion to adopt the Court Reporier Eiecnon Fonns, Equipment Poiicy, md 'I'ransznpr Fee Policy 
as amended was r e p s t e d  b>- Judge ?&Lean. Motion to adopt was seconde6 by Judge 
?/fcKinick. No further discussion. Ayes: Chief h i i c e  Karla M. Gray 

Judse Diane Barz 
Judge Thomas McKimlck 
Judge Ed McLean 
Judge John I\-arner 

The Chai;-,exon therci~pon declared said motion carried and adopted 

(Item Lo. 2b) 
COCRT REPORTER WORKERS COSIPENS-ITION INSIRLYCE 

'Tim Srnlth led a discussion on "pro tern" coiur reporters related to insurance coverage. Chief 
Jwstice Gray asked Beth McLaughiin to provide tile Council with an assessment and 
recommendations on woi4ers compenszticn costs for the Council to discuss at ihc next I X C  
meeting scheduled for March 15, 2003. 

Assignment: Ms. McLaughiin will ?revide rhc Disxrict Council wirh an assessment 
and recomrnendanons on workers con;pcnsarion costs. 

(Item No. 3) 
EnXA3' RESOURCES 

Beth McLau~hlin presented an overview of zhe Human Resources Depamnent's work plan for - 
rbe DismIct Couc Assurrrption. T:?c work ?Ian includes quantifiable rirrxfiames for policy 
development, compecsa:ion needs, pa~.ioli Linpleneni-ation and :be development of an enpIoyee 
communication packet. Ms. 51cLaugb!in also expizine6 that the h-ationa! Cents: for State Courts 
( X S C )  has bccn sub-ionZacted by  ~ l e  Office of the Cour: .ildmin:stratc.r to compile nc 
errr~loyee list. job descriptions and classifications. 



State of Montana's Financial System - !&ti Bukmi explained hon  rhe budgets were 
entrrzd into the State of Mo:i:an;'s FY2003 brdgetini- - .  svsrem (:LIB.IRS). Tk overall 
disxict court budget is separa~ed 'to the 22 judicial diszict budgets in accordance with 
the Sidie of Xomana's budget s~bmission req.;ilreme:its. 

S.ABHRS - Lisa Srr-th explained the Statewide .Accornting Budgeting anz Human 
R-source System (ShBHRS). There are t h e  coqonems  in S.UiI.%S: 1) 1h1xan 
Resocrce Sysrem, 2 )  Budget System @fB,.iRS), w d  3) Finance System. 

Rick Lews p r o p o d  the D-smci Court Council to adopt S.%BILKS as the oEcia! accounting and - 
budgeting system for the distnct courts 

\VFLEREhS3 The Dsnict Court Cocncil has revievied the Stare of Monrana's budgciing and 
accounting syswm (S.kBHRS). 

BE IT RESOLIiED 13k THE DlSTRlCT COLRT COLTCIT 

TH-AT, The Pisrict Cocrt Council hereby approves adoping the State of Montana's 
budgering and accounting s::stem. 

h a g e  ilif~:Lean requesred a mot:on to atiopt the State of Monima's budgeting and a c c o u r ~ g  
sysiem [S;\BKRS), Motion to adopt was seconded by Judge Warner. ;Vo hrther discussion. 

& ~ s :  Chief Justice Karia 41. Gray 
Judge Dime Barz 
Judge Thomas hlcKittrick 
Judge Ed !&Lean 
Judge J o h  W m e r  

Tie Chairperson thereupon dec!ared said motion a x e d  and adopted 

(Item Yo. 5) 
GRA\iTS 

.%ucire.)- Allurrs proiidri' anexkw of the Liantma Board of Crim.e Control and Youth Justice 
Court grants. M s .  .%l!uns stated fiat j u t  because there is a change in mate solicy or a chm,ne in 
organization doc.: not mean tkar t;he federal pant rdles clmnge. Tbcse &?anrs are not an 
entidemext lo maice us for icst raie monies or supplac; things that rbs sat;. shouid be paying for 
anyxay. 

Assignment: 31s. illurns aid that she wouid deternine how mazy Mi-t;mr 
. . 

em;~ioyees are ac  s-nsmg gar.is. 



(Item hu. b) 
L\;I-EXTORY 

Lisa Snlirh disc~ssed t h  Si-t;. of >lantana's invent07 requirements that on!y rzqiliie iiezs 
whose original purchasc vaiur was $5000 or more to be inventoried. Computers are a separatz 
issue. Judg? McR~t;ricic led a discussion on the "earmarked zccount balances". Chief Jwlice 
Gray t ' no~gh  these balances come over to die State ax FY2003 

Assignment: 1,isa Smith was assigned to End out whrti~er these accounts show up on 
the accounkg synens acd the definition of "earinarkzd". Staff will 
research each coucr; about the balances on these accounli and pro.iide a 
reporr at the next Diswict Council meeting. 

(Item No.  7) 
IUFORTLiTIO3 TECH30LOGI- 

Damn P z i n i  pro+ldrd a;: oiemiew of the State of Montana's infomation t e c ~ h o l o & ~  services 
31s. Pizzini discussed some of the advantages to adopting these services: 

I )  PC connections ;o the LAYS (Yncludes hardvare and software a p p o n  and rmincenance':; 
2) Ability tc use client server appiications: 
3) Eave Internet and hnanet corneclions; 
4 .A. ' ' k c  ivaii" tllai protects the Stare infomarion 5om scautborireci Internet access: 
5) Access to training and automatic upgades: 
61 Desicop s o f n w ~  ;nclui?ing word processing, spreadsheet. presentation manager. 

and e-mail: 
-, 

, , I  Full-time s e x - i n  staff s o h - a r e  selection acc suppofl, and vims scarzing. 

40U-AGEhD1. ITEMS 
Lori Llaione) discussed the Cierhs of Dismct Court concerns aoour payment of ~urtcs Rick 
Lews and Beverley Boqd responded :hat rzimhursement for jurq cosb would probabiy connnue 
as it dread! oxlsts 

Assignment: Ms. Maloney will collect consensus from Clerks of District Court for 
Beverley Boyd. Sls Boyd will proxlde an analysis for the District 
Cowxil. 

Schedule 
Kext mernng ckrduied for L la r~h  15. 2002. 
T h e  being no fiurthe: busi~ess come beibre the DLstrict Couc Council. q o n  ~ o t i o n  -ad?. 




