
Dear Commission Members: 

Please accept this e-mail correspondence as my personal recommendation to appoint Leslie 
Halligan as District Court Judge to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Judge Ed McLean 
of the Fourth Judicial District. I have known Leslie and worked with her on various community 
planning groups in support of our young adults in Western Montana.  

I know her to be of excellent character, impeccable ethics, even demeanor, and strong work 
ethic which represents an effective grasp of planning skills. 

During Leslie’s distinguished legal career she has successfully resolved challenging cases of wide 
variety; this requires significant intellect, a good judge of character, all attributes of the position 
she is aspiring to. Her years as Deputy County Attorney and Adjunct Law Professor have 
uniquely prepared her for the responsibilities of District Judge. 

Based upon Leslie’s personal and profession background and experience, and my personal 
interaction with her, I strongly recommend her for appointment as a District Court Judge in the 
Fourth Judicial District.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

David C Gray, D.C. 

 

  











































 
March 6, 2015 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
C/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005  
 
Re: Nomination of (Barbara) Leslie Halligan to Fourth Judicial District Court Judge 

Dear Lois and Commission Members:  

I am honored and pleased to recommend the appointment of Leslie Halligan as District Court 
Judge to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of the Honorable District Court Judge Ed 
McLean in the Fourth Judicial District. 

While it seems I have known Leslie forever, I came to know and respect her professional 
knowledge and skills while she worked for the Missoula County Attorney’s office and I served as 
a Missoula County Commissioner, and subsequently as Missoula County Chief Administrative 
Officer.   

During that period of time Leslie was a trusted advisor to the Board of County Commissioners 
and to me personally. Leslie is certainly smart, articulate and devoted to her work, but in 
addition she successfully steered the County through the complex, mixed-jurisdiction 
(federal/state and local) world of youth and specialty treatment courts, mental health 
commitments, child abuse and neglect cases and adult protective services. Leslie always 
worked collaboratively and gave sound, dispassionate and visionary advice as the County 
worked through the multitude of issues surrounding these subjects. 

Because Leslie is an accomplished attorney, educator, leader and public servant, it came as no 
surprise when she was selected by Judges McLean and Townsend as Standing Master in the 
Fourth Judicial District.  Her experience, work ethic, strong academic credentials, ability to 
address complex legal issues and complex litigation respect made her the perfect choice. 

With no reservation and based on Leslie’s personal and professional background and 
experience, I strongly recommend her for appointment as a District Court Judge in the Fourth 
Judicial District. She will make an excellent District Court Judge. 

Sincerely, 

Ann Mary Dussault 

Former State Legislator, Missoula County Commissioner, and Missoula County Chief 
Administrative Officer, among other things! 
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Date: March 5, 2014  
 

TO:  Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 

From: Klaus D. Sitte 
 
Re:  Leslie Halligan 
 Applicant, Fourth Judicial District Court Judge 
 
This letter is in reference to Leslie Halligan and her application for the District Court 
Judgeship in Missoula County.  I have known Leslie since her law school days in the mid-
80s. I am confident I know Leslie well enough to provide informed information about her 
abilities as a District Court judge candidate. 
 
Lawyers and citizens alike have differing perceptions of the qualities which make a good 
judge. Patience ranks high on my personal list. Leslie’s calm and even temperament, 
despite many difficult cases and heated discussions, make her an ideal candidate for the 
District Court judgeship. In her early career as a Deputy County Attorney, we would often 
face each other in dependency and neglect proceedings. Those cases are among the most 
emotionally demanding in the court system. While others would have been tempted to “turn 
it up a notch,” Leslie strove to resolve those cases with her self-composed and tranquil 
presence. She not only employed her legal skills, but her “people” skills as well. She was 
able to navigate the fine line between advocacy and being adversarial with composure and 
a sense of serenity. Clearly, the ability to remain tranquil came from her preparedness, 
planning and thoroughness - characteristics which bode well for a career on the bench. 
 
Leslie’s experience as a Deputy County Attorney and a Standing Master is significant. That 
broad and directly applicable background already illustrates a high degree of proficiency in 
areas where a District Court judge does substantial work.  Especially in her Standing 
Master position, she has earned a reputation for fairness, persistence and competence. 
Obviously, several District Court judges have relied upon Leslie’s skills, judgment and 
common sense. She earned their trust by her efforts every day. 
 
As Montana citizens, we should demand judges who are knowledgeable and experienced, 
of course. Leslie clearly qualifies. We also need judges who enjoy the work. In today’s busy 
court system, we cannot afford judges who are not fully committed to service. Both in her 
employment experience and in her civic activities, Leslie has demonstrated a commitment 
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to public service above and beyond what is expected, as her Questionnaire answers 
indicate. Fourth Judicial District residents will be proud to have her serve as judge. 
 
We all know that being a District Court judge is incredibly hard work. Leslie brings an 
extraordinary dedication serving Montana’s citizens. Leslie’s past work life is evidence of 
what we can anticipate from Leslie in the future. We can expect Leslie to be an outstanding 
Fourth Judicial District Court judge. 
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March 11,2015

Ryan Rusche
Judicial Nomination Commission
73 Lone Juniper Lane
Columbia Falls, MT 59912

VIA E-MAIL: rusche.ryan@gmail.com

RE: Leslie Halligan - Fourth Judicial District

Dear Ryan:

I write this letter with enthusiastic support of the Application of Leslie Halligan to become the
next Judge of Department 1 ofthe Fourth Judicial District Court. I have known Leslie for over 30
years from when wefirst were law school classmates. I have followed her career in Missoula as she
has served the public in various roles, most recently as the Standing Master in the Fourth Judicial
District Court for Judges McLean and Townsend. Through these many years I have come to know the
qualities she possesses that will be valuable to her as Judge, and to us as citizens and practitioners.

From my knowledge and many years of knowing Leslie, I believe she will be a wonderful
District Court Judge and will serve the Fourth Judicial District and the State of Montana with
distinction.

Leslie's personality and demeanor will provide her with an excellent judicial temperament.
Her work already in the Fourth Judicial District has helped her achieve a level of understanding not
only of the District Court, but of the individuals who appear before the Court and the types of cases,
issues, and problems that the Judges of the Fourth Judicial District face.

Please, I ask you to look with favor on Leslie Halligan's application to the Judicial Nomination
Commission for the position of Fourth Judicial District Court Judge. I am available at any time to
discuss Leslie's significant qualifications further. Thank you very much.













 
 
 
March 12th, 2015 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 

Dear Commission Members: 

I would like to add my voice of many in the support of Leslie Halligan to replace retiring Judge 
Ed Mclean.  Mrs. Halligan has served the citizens of Montana and especially Western Montana 
with grace, yet with very effective measure in her accomplishments in the various positions she 
has held.  
 
She is highly respected by her peers and the citizens of The 4th Judicial District. She possesses 
tremendous common sense, excellence communications skills, plus she is extremely intelligent 
with a tremendous common sense analytical mind. This along with her even keel temperament 
and maturity would well serve the residents of the 4th Judicial District. 
 
Please accept this letter as a strong endorsement for Mrs. Halligan. 
 
Thank you 
 
 
 
Doug Chase 
1421 Jackson St. 
Missoula , Montana 59802 
 
C.C. Leslie Halligan 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2015 5:38 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Halligan -- Public Comment

From: Judith Loring [mailto:jaloring@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2015 10:35 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: comment on judicial candidates 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I just wanted to comment on the field of candidates vying for Judge McLean's position in the 4th 
Judicial District. Of the six attorneys, I support Lisa Kaufman, Barbara Leslie Halligan and Brenda 
Desmond. I have had cases before both Ms. Halligan and Ms. Desmond and found both to be very 
knowledgeable, competent and fair. While I do not know Ms. Kaufman personally, I agree with her 
view that too many of our judges are former prosecutors. Being a defense attorney myself and having 
also represented parents in abuse/neglect cases, I have always wanted a judge on the bench who has 
had experience representing criminal defendants and parents rather than judges who have spent their 
careers prosecuting. 
 
Thank you in advance. 
 
Judith A. Loring 
Attorney at Law 
P.O. Box 4 
Stevensville, Montana  59870 

 

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus protection is active. 

 













RUBIN & RIES LAW OFFICES, PLLC

Attorneys at Law
406.541.4141 • office@rubinrieslaw.com
ao. Box 8364 Missoula, MT 59807

March 13, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Nomination of Barbara Leslie Halligan to Fourth Judicial District Court Judge

Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission,

I am writing in support of the nomination of Leslie Halligan as district court judge
to fill the vacancy in the 4th Judicial District (Missoula/Mineral Counties).

I first had the honor of working with Leslie Halligan in 1988 when I was a
teaching assistant in a law school clinical program and she was in a supervisory
role in the clinic. From the very first, I admired the way she treated everyone
fairly, was concerned with meeting the client's needs, and how she was able to
steer and guide us, encourage us, and reprimand us, as was necessary in that role.

Since that time I have seen how she deals with the general public when she was in
the county attorney's office. Again, her strengths of character and integrity
showed as she treated everyone calmly and with respect in challenging and
emotionally charged situations. Now that she has been serving as Standing
Master, I see her exercising sound judgment, issuing carefully crafted well-
reasoned opinions, and again treating litigants who appear before her with patience
and respect. These are all the qualities that we want in a district court judge.



I recently was able to attend a hearing and observe Leslie Halligan in the role of
Standing Master conducting a family law hearing with pro se litigants on both
sides. She was clear, firm, pragmatic, and helped guide the family through the
hearing to the best result possible under the circumstances.

We would be well-served as a community with Leslie Halligan as a district court
judge.

I hope that you will be able to support her nomination for this position.

Sincerely,

~g
Amy S. Rubin
Attorney at Law
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March 17, 2015 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005Helena, MT  59620-3005 

 

Dear Commission Members:  

Please accept this letter as my confident recommendation to appoint Leslie Halligan as 
District Court Judge to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of the Honorable 
District Court Judge Ed McLean in the Fourth Judicial District. I have known Ms. 
Halligan for over 10 years in my capacity as the Clinical Services Director of Western 
Montana Addiction Services, and currently as a recent member of my board for Recovery 
Center Missoula.  

In my time of knowing Leslie, she has demonstrating many qualities I seek and 
appreciate in a Judge. Her character is stellar, she is patient, has a strong work ethic, is 
decisive, and has demonstrated through her academics and work history that she is highly 
intelligent and stays the course. I have observed Ms. Halligan consistently treating her 
colleagues and all those with whom she interacts with respect and kindness, while 
maintaining fairness and appropriate boundaries. I am especially impressed with her 
ingenious ideas she brings to the table for problem solving, and equally impressed with 
her ability to remain calm in the face of a storm.  

During Leslie’s career, she has successfully resolved challenging cases in a wide array of 
legal areas and has demonstrated that she has the high intellect to address complex legal 
issues and complex litigation; served as a Deputy County Attorney for more than twenty 
years; taught as an Adjunct Law Professor for ten years; and of course currently serving 
as a standing master. In all arenas she has served unwaveringly dignity and keeping the 
spirit of the law intact.  

Leslie has demonstrated leadership by advancing changes to public policy in family, 
juvenile, dependency and mental health law; by demonstrating effective management of 
court cases involving self-represented litigants; by serving as a Trustee to the State Bar of 
Montana. In her services to the board of Recovery Center Missoula, she has 
demonstrated a deep understanding of the effects of substance use disorders, mental 
health disorders, and co-occurring disorders and how they affect a person’s behavior. She 
supports rehabilitation while assuring citizens are held accountable for their actions of 
adverse consequence to the community at large.  
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It is without hesitation that I can say that Leslie possesses a calm, professional demeanor, 
and demonstrates the necessary attention to detail and organizational skills, to be an 
effective District Court Judge.  

Based on Leslie’s personal and professional background and experience, I would strongly 
and confidently recommend her for appointment as a District Court Judge in the Fourth 
Judicial District. 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Tammera V. Nauts, LCSW, LAC 
Executive Director 
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March 19, 2015 

 

 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

PO Box 203005 

Helena, Montana 59620 

 

Dear Commission Members: 

 

I am writing to support the selection of Barbara (Leslie) Halligan’s application to the Judicial Nomination 

Committee for referral to the Governor for consideration as a District Court Judge. This appointment is to fill the 

vacancy created by the retirement of the Honorable District Court Judge Ed McLean in the Fourth Judicial Court. 

 

I have worked with Leslie for over twenty years and have witnessed her strong work ethic, good character, and 

even temperament in all of my dealings with her. 

 

During her career, Leslie has successfully resolved challenging issues in a wide array of legal areas including 

assisting law enforcement officers in our interactions with citizens of our community who have mental health 

challenges. She has been respectful, knowledgeable and always took into consideration what was best for the 

person as well as the community as a whole. She has also advanced changes to public policy in family and juvenile 

dependency law as well. 

 

Leslie possesses a calm, professional demeanor, and demonstrates the necessary skills needed to be an effective 

District Court Judge. I fully support Barbara (Leslie) Halligan in her endeavor to be appointed as a District Court 

Judge in the Fourth Judicial District. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Mike Brady 

Chief of Police 
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March 17, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/oLois Menzies
Office of the Court Administrator

PO Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Leslie Halligan

Dear Commission Members:

I'm sorry that I have not sent in a letter of recommendation for Leslie Halligan as I
have been on vacation. I am pleased to be able to send a letter of recommendation on
Leslie Halligan's behalf for her applicationfor the appointment to the Fourth Judicial
District Court judge position. As to my background, I am a practicing attorney in
Missoula, Montana, and have been practicing nearly 50 years.

In my work as an attorney in Missoula, I have come to know Leslie Halligan
primarily through guardianshipmatters that she was involved in for Missoula County of
which were referred by Adult Protective Services. While we has some disagreements
about some matters in that area early in my working with Leslie, I becamea great fan of
hers and sought her advice on numerous occasions in areas in which she was working
through the Missoula County Attorney's office. I came to respect her wise counsel and
her demeanor in handling these matters as she always took into consideration the best
interest of the people that were involved in the proceedings. I respected her ability to be
able to come to decent resolution of difficult matters.

Leslie's work however has not been limited to those matters in the Missoula

County Attorney's office but she has been very active in her legal work for District Court

{F:/Files/0010/0003/00366417.DOC}
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Judges Edward McLean and Karen Townsend, as a hearings officer and as an instructor in
both the University of Montana School of Law and Missoula Vo-Tech.

Leslie also has a wide and varied background in her work experience both from the
standpoint of working in the County Attorney's office and in working for several of the
District Court Judges. She has tried cases and served as a mediator on many matters, all
of which will serve her well as a judge.

I have found Leslie to be very thoughtful, intelligent, and one who has a very good
grasp of the issues at hand. Her pleasant and caring demeanor would complement her
legal abilities which are well suited for a judicial position.

Leslie Halligan is one of the more respected lawyers in Missoula, and would be a
real asset to the Judiciary of Missoula County and the State of Montana. I have no
hesitancy in giving an unqualified recommendation for Leslie as the replacement Judge
for Edward McLean. I would recommend that the Commission submit her name as the

candidate for that position.

If there is anything further that you need from me, please feel free to contact me.

Very truly yours,

Thomas H. Boone

THB/hh

{F:/Files/0010/0003/00366417.DOC}





Jon Ellingson 
Attorney at Law 

141 North Ave. E 
Missoula, MT 59801 

406-546-9084 
jonelling@gmail.com 

 
Judicial Nominations Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administration 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
MTsupremecourt@mt.gov  
 
March 19, 2005 
 
Re: Nominations to fill the vacancy in the Fourth Judicial District Court- Leslie Halligan 
 
  
Dear Members of the Commission: 
 
I write to offer my enthusiastic support for Leslie Halligan in her application to fill the upcoming 
district court vacancy in the Fourth Judicial District. 
 
I have been privileged to work with Ms. Halligan over a time period that spans decades. 
Specifically, I have worked with her during her tenure at the Missoula County Attorney’s office 
and as she has handled cases in her capacity as Standing Master. These professional interactions 
have allowed me to observe her intelligence, diligence and judgment. 
 
In each of these categories, Ms. Halligan has demonstrated superior abilities that will serve her 
well as a district court judge. In particular, I want to draw your attention to the quality that is 
perhaps the most important in a judge: judicial temperament. In my professional experience with 
Ms. Halligan, I have seen that this is a quality which she possesses in abundance. Her decisions 
have always been thoughtful, reasonable and filled with a good measure of common sense. 
Moreover she explains her decisions to both sides in such a way that both are left with a sense 
that their concerns have been fully heard, and respected even while one side must ultimately be 
disappointed. This is a rare quality that will be important and useful to her as a judge. 
 
I close by reiterating my strong support for Ms. Halligan. Thank you for considering my opinion. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
/s/ Jon Ellingson 
  
  
Jon Ellingson 

mailto:jonelling@gmail.com
mailto:MTsupremecourt@mt.gov


 





















 
 

Jim Wheelis 
P.O. Box 291 

Libby, MT 59923 
 

March 11, 2015 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
 Re: Nomination of (Barbara) Leslie Halligan to Fourth Judicial District Court 
 
Dear Commission Members: 

Please accept this letter as my recommendation that you nominate Leslie Halligan to fill the vacancy 
created by the retirement of the Honorable Judge Ed McLean in the Fourth Judicial District.  

I have known Leslie for at least 30 years. When I was a judge in the Fourth Judicial District (I was 
Ed McLean’s predecessor), she appeared before me. I was impressed with her character, intellect, 
and ethics from her very first hearing before me. She was a law clerk with another judge in that 
district when I stepped down from the bench, and I knew that she did her research and drafting 
with care and reliability. Some years later, when I was with the appellate bureau of the Montana 
Attorney General’s office, I worked with her on appeals in her cases. She was with the Missoula 
County Attorney then, and her assignments included cases in mental commitment, youth court, 
dependent and neglect matters, and adult protective services. She was always the same—measured, 
careful, diligent, and caring. She was able to recognize the other sides of issues—how the 
circumstances of parents’ lives could make it difficult to take care of their children, for instance. She 
never treated anyone with disdain or contempt. 

Since I’ve been on the bench in Lincoln County, she has appeared regularly when I’ve been 
substituted from a case or have recused myself. I know from what I have read of her decisions that 
she is careful and diligent, and the clerks report that she is uniformly courteous and patient. (They 
have rather pointedly suggested I could learn from her.)  

Please feel free to call if you have any questions. 
 
 
Jim Wheelis 
Cell 406-422-8709 
Home email jwheelis@frontier.com 
 

mailto:jwheelis@frontier.com


 
 
 
 
 
 

March 23, 2015 
 
 
Lois Menzies 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

RE:  Barbara Leslie Halligan’s Application for District Judge in the Fourth 
Judicial District 

Dear Judge Simonton & Members of the Commission: 

As the retiring Judge of the Fourth Judicial District, I would like to send you 
some insight as to the qualifications of Standing Master Halligan. As Judge 
Simonton can attest, the Fourth Judicial District is one of the busiest judicial 
districts in the state. 

I first met Leslie Halligan through her then-fiancé, Mike Halligan, who I 
worked with in approximately 1984, while she was attending law school. 
Shortly after graduating from law school, she entered public service, and I 
have known her both professionally and personally since that time. I can 
attest to her high ethical standards, family values and professional conduct. 
I, quite simply, could not offer to you a person of more exemplary standards 
or quality. 

 As a result of the individual caseload, the position of Standing Master was 
created to handle domestic relation matters, and later expanded to 
conducting intervention hearings on dependent and neglect matters. I have 
never encountered an individual with more patience in giving the litigants 



their day in court, or one willing to issue Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law with more consideration of the parties. Leslie, simply, has the 
patience and expertise in the area of domestic relations, and dependent 
and neglect matters that is crucial to the handling of the majority of matters 
that are now coming before the courts. Leslie constantly impresses me with 
her expertise and patience in dealing with pro-se litigants. 

I am certain that you have a copy of her resume, and I will not consume 
your time in repeating it, other than to note that her academic credentials 
are simply outstanding, and give her the foundation to be an excellent 
Judge. Her experience in handling the volume of cases as a Standing 
Master, positions her for a smooth transition to the District Court bench. 
Her work experience in domestic relations matters, which consumes an 
inordinate amount of time of a District Judge, necessitates a degree of 
patience found in very few people. Leslie Halligan is one of those 
individuals. I would like to think that one of the main accomplishments 
during my tenure is having family matters involving young children resolved 
as soon as competently possible. Leslie Halligan has shown the expertise, 
and extraordinary patience in family law, to accomplish that.   

Leslie also has intervened in dependent and neglect matters, bringing the 
parties together and reaching an agreed-upon resolution without the need 
for a contested hearing, where no matter what the outcome, there is 
dissension and distrust among the parties. She has an unbelievable record 
in being able to have the parents and the Department of Family Services 
work together as a team, rather than as opposing parties, who are 
distrustful of each other.  

The reason I emphasize the above two matters in this letter of 
recommendation is that I believe that they take the majority of a Judge’s 
time. 

In addition, Leslie spent several years in the County Attorney’s office 
dealing with juvenile and criminal matters, mental disorders and 
commitments and is one of the most knowledgeable attorneys in the Fourth 
Judicial District concerning those matters.  



Leslie, also, has been exposed to the civil area and would have minimal 
time in adjusting to that area. If I were to look at the duties of a Judge, I 
would say that Leslie is on top of the game in over 80% and has very little 
of a learning curve on the other 20%.  

I have not observed a more qualified applicant during my tenure on the 
bench, and would respectfully request your consideration and approval of 
her application. 

Sincerely, 

 

Ed McLean 
District Judge  

EM/kaq 



March 19, 2015 

Judicial Nomination Commission  
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
 Re: Nomination of (Barbara) Leslie Halligan to Fourth Judicial District Court Judge 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
Please accept this correspondence as my recommendation to appoint Leslie Halligan as District Judge to 
fill the vacancy created by the retirement of the Honorable District Court Judge Ed McLean in the Fourth 
Judicial District. 
 
I have known Leslie since moving to Montana in 2009 and have been quite impressed with her in both 
work and social settings. Leslie always presents herself in a very professional, confident, and courteous 
manner and I have observed her thoughtful consideration and interaction with numerous individuals.  
Her intelligence, problem-solving skills, patience, and even temperament are qualities that I have 
appreciated, especially when dealing with difficult issues. She has that keen ability to listen to both sides 
of a story before speaking out on issues, especially those that are controversial. 
 
During Leslie’s career, she has successfully resolved challenging cases in a wide array of legal areas and 
has demonstrated that she has the high intellect to address complex legal issues and complex litigation. 
She has served as a Deputy County Attorney for more than twenty years and has taught as an Adjunct 
Law Professor for ten years. 
 
Leslie has proven her leadership in many ways, most notably in advancing changes to public policy in 
family, juvenile dependency and mental health law. In addition, she has been effective in management 
of court cases involving self-represented litigants and serving as a Trustee to the State Bar of Montana. 
 
It is with great honor and my privilege to submit this letter and my strong support for your consideration 
to appoint Leslie Halligan as a District Judge in the Fourth Judicial District.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Monica Weisul 
Former Louisiana State Representative  
(2003-2008 - Monica Walker) 
 



March 20, 2015 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
 
To the members of the Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I cannot imagine another person of my acquaintance more qualified to be a Montana 
District Court Judge than Leslie Halligan. I have known Leslie for 30 years and am 
convinced she has the intelligence, ethics, compassion, temperament and work 
habits to make her an exceptional judge. 
 
I was introduced to Leslie while she was an undergraduate at the University of 
Montana and I was one of her journalism professors. It quickly became apparent 
that Leslie was a careful listener and a thoughtful interviewer who showed keen 
judgment in sorting through an array of facts to choose those most important. She 
was then, and is, an excellent writer who can cut to the heart of arguments and 
express her conclusions clearly and concisely. It’s a skill that has served her and the 
judicial system ever since. 
 
Perhaps what stands out most clearly to those who know Leslie, however, is her 
calm demeanor, even under great stress. In her work with dependent and neglected 
children and on mental health cases I frequently had occasion to hear her take calls 
after hours and calmly work with police officers or social workers to provide the 
legal advice necessary to solve the issue at hand. I never one time saw any 
suggestion that she resented intrusions into her after-hours work life, nor saw even 
a hint of impatience. 
 
Leslie is also unusually compassionate. Not only did she and her husband, Mike, 
raise three boys, but they also were foster parents to two girls and a boy. It was 
their long-standing commitment to these young people that I know made a real 
difference in their lives. 
 
Though I, of course, have not worked with Leslie in the legal community, I know 
from others who have worked with her that she always takes more than her share of 
the load and works uncomplainingly. She has also given generously of her time to 
the Missoula community, serving for many years on the boards of the Missoula 
Federal Credit Union and Big Brothers and Sisters, among many others. 
 
I am certain that Leslie Halligan will make an exemplary judge, just as she has been a 
particularly effective standing master in the Missoula judicial court. I hope you’ll 



give the citizens of Missoula County the opportunity to let her continue to serve us 
by recommending her appointment to the bench. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol Van Valkenburg 
Professor Emerita 
School of Journalism 
University of Montana 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2015 6:48 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Halligan -- Public Comment

From: Linda E.Hom [mailto:homkress@montana.com]  
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2015 10:53 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Cc: Linda E. Hom 
Subject: Nomination of Leslie Halligan to Fourth Judicial District Court Judge 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
            Please accept this email correspondence as my recommendation to appoint Leslie Halligan as District Court Judge to fill 
the vacancy created by the retirement of the  
 
Honorable District Court Judge Ed McLean in the fourth Judicial District.   
 
            I have known Leslie for over twenty years and feel she would make an excellent District Court Judge.  She is extremely 
smart, competent, reliable, and an excellent problem solver. 
 
She always displays a strong work ethic and treats colleagues, family, friends, and members of the public with the upmost 
respect.  I feel her calm and professional demeanor demonstrates 
 
the necessary attention to be an effective District Court Judge. 
 
            I strongly recommending Leslie for appointment as a District Court Judge in the Fourth Judicial District. 
 
Sincerely, 
Linda E. Hom 
 
 
  
 
             







From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Halligan -- Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 8:44:04 PM

From: Alex P. Apostle [mailto:apapostle@mcps.k12.mt.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 3:49 PM
To: Menzies, Lois
Subject: Recommendation for District Court Judge-Fourth Judicial District
 
                                                                                
Alex P. Apostle, Ph.D
Superintendent
Missoula County Public Schools

215 South 6th West
Missoula, MT   59801
728-2400 Ext. 1022
 
 
March 25, 2015
 
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
Helena, MT 59620-3005
 
Dear Commission Members,
 
Please accept this email correspondence as my recommendation to appoint Leslie Halligan
as District Court Judge to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of the Honorable District
Court Judge Ed McLean in the Fourth Judicial District.
 
I have known Leslie for seven years and she continually demonstrates outstanding character,
even temperament, patience, respect for the rule of law, a strong work ethic and is a
community member that upholds the best interests of all citizens regardless of the situation
or circumstances involved.
 
Leslie, of course, has vast experiences in the field of law, which includes Standing Master,
Fourth Judicial District Court, Missoula which presides over judicial cases related to domestic
relations, child abuse and neglect. She has also served as Deputy County Attorney focusing
on the prosecution of juveniles in Youth Court including Youth treatment court. During
Leslie’s career she has successfully resolved challenging cases in a wide array of legal areas
and has demonstrated that she has the high intellect to address complex legal issues and

mailto:/O=MONTANA/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MENZIES, LOISF7F
mailto:kcook@mt.gov


complex litigation.
 
Leslie is a scholar, having graduated from the University of Montana, School of Law with
honors and taught as an Adjunct Law Professor for ten years. She is also highly dedicated to
her profession and community serving as Chair of the Board of Trustees for the State Bar of
Montana and also serves as a board member for the Missoula Aging Services organization.
 
During my tenure as Superintendent of the Missoula County Public Schools, Leslie has been
highly dedicated and supportive of our school district. She continually volunteers to serve on
a variety of committees and initiatives, from supporting our endeavor as a school district to
unify the entire community to our highly successful Graduation Matters Missoula program.
Leslie has always been an outstanding advocate of doing what’s right for our community’s
children.
 
Based on Leslie’s compassion and commitment to her community and people in general and
Leslie’s personal and professional background and experience, I would strongly, without any
reservation, recommend her for an appointment as a District Court Judge in the Fourth
Judicial District.
 
 
Sincerely,
 

 
Alex P. Apostle, Ph.D
 



From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Halligan -- Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 8:42:03 PM

From: Fred Van Valkenburg [mailto:fvanvalkenburg@bresnan.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 11:17 AM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Cc: Menzies, Lois
Subject: Leslie Halligan
 
To: Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission
 
I am writing to ask you to select Leslie Halligan as one of the nominees to the Governor for
the position of District Judge of the Fourth Judicial District.
 
As you may already know, I have practiced law in Missoula for nearly 42 years and recently
retired from the position of Missoula County Attorney after serving 16 years in that office
and an additional preceding 13 years as a deputy county attorney. For a very significant
portion of that time, Leslie worked both with and for me as a deputy county attorney.
Further, I have been friends with both her and her husband, Mike, since the early 1980s.
 
I can tell you without reservation that Leslie is a person of the highest character. She is an
incredibly hard worker. She has an excellent reputation both within the bar and the
community at large. Her work for the past two years as a Standing Master has prepared her
for a significant portion of the work of as a district judge. In that job, she has clearly
demonstrated that she has the proper judicial temperament, intellect, compassion and
decisiveness to be an outstanding judge.
 
You cannot go wrong by choosing Leslie Halligan as one of your nominees for this position. If
you have any questions or would like any additional information, please call or write me.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
Yours truly,
 
Fred Van Valkenburg
112 University Ave
Missoula, MT. 59801
406-728-7094
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From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Halligan -- Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 8:44:43 PM

From: Dwight Schulte [mailto:dwight@jschultelaw.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 4:57 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Cc: 'Dwight Schulte'
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commission - Fourth Judicial District - Leslie Halligan
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission,
 
I write to voice my support for Leslie Halligan.  I first met Leslie while I was an intern for the
Missoula County Attorney’s Office in 2007.  Leslie immediately struck me as someone that was
very intelligent and had a calm and collected personality, traits that will serve her well on the
bench. 
 
Since Leslie was appointed as Standing Master, I have appeared in front of her numerous times. 
Leslie issues timely well reasoned opinions, runs her courtroom in an efficient manner, and
engages my client’s in a positive and thoughtful manner regardless of the facts being presented. 
 
Leslie has the intelligence, experience, and temperament necessary to be a fine Montana judge.  I
support her nomination as the next judge in the Fourth Judicial District.
 
Dwight J. Schulte
Schulte Law Firm P.C.
2425 Mullan Road
Missoula, MT 59808
 
Telephone: 406.721.6655
Facsimile:   406.543.5023
Email: dwight@jschultelaw.com
********** Email Disclaimer **********
The information contained in this e-mail, and in any accompanying documents, may constitute confidential and/or
legally privileged information. The information is intended only for use by the designated recipient. If you are not
the intended recipient (or responsible for delivery of the message to the intended recipient), you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying, or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance on this e-
mail is strictly prohibited.
If you have received this e-mail communication in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete the
message from your system.
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JAMES PARK TAYLOR  
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

_____________________ 

 
 

      
MARCH 25, 2015 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Re: Application of Brenda Desmond for District Judge, Fourth Judicial District 
 
I am writing to the Commission to express my support for Brenda Desmond, and also for Leslie 
Halligan, in their applications for the position of District Judge in the Fourth Judicial District.  I 
have known both of these attorneys both personally and professionally for more than two 
decades, and the Montana bench would be well served by either of these excellent individuals.   
 
Brenda Desmond:  Brenda has worked as an attorney, a law professor, a tribal judge, and finally 
as a Standing Master in the Fourth Judicial District.  Brenda possesses all the characteristics of a 
good judge, experience, integrity, professional competence, an extremely even and fair judicial 
temperament, and a sincere commitment to justice.  Brenda has previously campaigned for the 
position of district judge, and also understands what is necessary to win election if she is 
appointed.   Brenda has worked with both the Flathead and Fort Peck Tribes as an appellate 
judge, and has authored many important opinions in those jurisdictions.  I have had the 
opportunity to interact with Brenda many times on a professional level, and she is an excellent 
critical thinker and writes extremely well.  Her work in Veteran’s Court, Treatment Court, the 
Board of Crime Control, and throughout Indian Country demonstrates that she put her values 
into action.  She would be a judge Montana will be proud of.  My family and I are also friends 
with Brenda and her family, and we have the highest respect for her. 
 
Leslie Halligan:  Leslie has worked as a prosecutor, and a Standing Master, and has also taught 
courses at the University of Montana Law School.  Leslie also possesses all the characteristics of 
a good judge, experience, integrity, professional competence, an extremely even and fair judicial 
temperament, and a sincere commitment to justice.  I have also had the opportunity to work with 
Leslie on a professional basis, and she handles remarkably difficult cases with aplomb.  In the 
work I have done with Leslie, she was working in the Missoula County Attorney’s Office as a 
prosecutor in civil commitments, juvenile delinquency cases, and dependent and neglect cases, 
while I was on the defense side.  Leslie always was fair, and never took the back and forth of the 
courtroom personally. Leslie, like Brenda, has also done some work in Indian Country.  My wife 
and I also know Leslie and her husband, and we have the highest respect for her as well.  Leslie 
would be a judge Montana will proud of. 
 
 

__________________________________________________________ 

717 Hiberta Street, Missoula, MT  59804 
Ph: 406-880-6159   

Email: jim@jptaylorlaw.com 
 



 

 
 
Lois Menzies 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
Page Two 
 
 
You have a great slate of candidates to choose from, and I wish you the best in the selection 
process.  From my perspective, I don’t think you could go wrong with either Brenda Desmond or 
Leslie Halligan.  They are both great lawyers, and quality people, and would make excellent 
judges.  Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Park Taylor 
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