
MINUTES 

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
53rd LEGISLATURE - SPECIAL SESSION 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Call to Order: By REP. TOM ZOOK, CHAIRMAN, on December 17, 1993, 
at 2:45 P.M. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: 
Rep. Tom Zook, Chairman (R) 
Rep. Ed Grady, Vice Chairman (R) 
Rep. Francis Bardanouve (D) 
Rep. Ernest Bergsagel (R) 
Rep. John Cobb (R) 
Rep. Roger DeBruyker (R) 
Rep. Marj Fisher (R) 
Rep. John Johnson (D) 
Rep. Royal Johnson (R) 
Rep. Mike Kadas (D) 
Rep. Betty Lou Kasten (R) 
Rep. Red Menahan (D) 
Rep. Linda Nelson (D) 
Rep. Ray Peck (D) 
Rep. Mary Lou Peterson (R) 
Rep. Joe Quilici (D) 
Rep. Bill Wiseman (R) 

Members Excused: Rep. Dave Wanzenried 

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present: Clayton Schenck, Legislative Fiscal Analyst 
Alberta Strachan, Committee Secretary 

Please Note: These are summary minutes. Testimony and 
discussion are paraphrased and condensed. 

Committee Business Summary: 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SB 43 

Motion: REP. KADAS MOVED THAT THE AMENDMENT DO PASS. 

Discussion: REP. BERGSAGEL said that the amendment gives 
$244,000 every year: 1994, 1995, 1996 and 1997. An amendment 
will be placed in HB 2 if SB 43 does not pass; the snowmobilers 
will receive $411,692 and in '95 they will receive $250,000. If 
SB 43 passes, all encumbered funds will be reverted into the 
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HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
December 17, 1993 

Page 2 of 2 

Department of Transportation for federal match. 

Vote: A roll call vote was taken. Motion carried 13-4 with 
REPS. COBB, DeBRUYCKER, FISHER and WISEMAN voting no. 

MOTION/VOTE: REP. KADAS MADE A MOTION THAT SB 43 BE CONCURRED IN 
AS AMENDED. Motion carried 13=4 with REP. COBB, DeBRUYCKER, 
FISHER and WISEMAN voting no. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Adjournment: 3:30 P.M. 

TZ/as 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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APPROPRIATIONS COMMITT·EE / 

DATE --,-=/d--+-hf---</ JI-+-L~9 3~ 
I NAME 

REP. ED GRADY, VICE CHAIRMAN 

REP. FRANCIS BARDANOUVE 

REP. ERNEST BERGSAGEL 

REP. JOHN COBB 

REP. ROGER DE BRUYCKER 

REP. MARJORIE FISHER 

REP. JOHN JOHNSON 

REP. ROYAL JOHNSON 

REP. MIKE KADAS. 

REP. BETTY LOU KASTEN 

REP. WM. II RED .. MENAHAN 

REP. LINDA NELSON 

REP. RAY PECK 

REP. MARY LOU PETERSON 

REP. JOE QUILICI 

REP. DAVE WANZENRIED 

REP. BILL WISEMAN 

REP. TOM ZOOK, CHAIRMAN 

HR:1993 
wp.rollcall.rnan 

I PRESENT I ABSENT I EXCUSED I 
L/; 
V 
J / 

J/ 
tI/ 

/ vi 
vi 
.~. 
LI 
Vj 

J
1 

VI 

V/ 

VI 
L/ 

1 

/ 
V 

LI 



HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

December 17, 1993 

Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Appropriations report that Senate Bill No. 43 (third 

reading copy -- blue) be concurred in as amended. 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 7. 
Strike: "1/4" 
Insert: "23/64" 

2. Page 2, line 2. 
Strike: "ill" 
Insert: "23/64" 

3. Page 3, line 16. 
Strike: "ill" 
Insert: "23/64" 

Committee Vote: 
Yes /~: , No 1/ . 

-END-

Signed :---"--~-=---<"-'"""---f"-""""""'''----­V // :1m Zook, Chair 

L"Carried by: Rep. Dowe: 

171502SC.Hsf 



EXHIt311_--,/~-__ 

DATE. Id,17- 'i3 
S8 4,g 

Downsizing the Snowmobile Program 
HB 2 Amendment and SB 43 

The DFW &P Snowmobile Program should be appropriately downsized to fit 
the needs of Montana's stable snowmobile population for these reasons: 

> Program was established using inflated snowmobile estimate of 30,000 
machines in 1977 - Resulting statutory diversion of 1/2 of 1% is out of proportion to 
actual gas used and gas tax dollars paid by snowmobilers on public lands. Current 
number of snowmobiles registered is 13,311 - must be registered to ride on public 
lands 

> Revenues have grown from $199,000 to $528,000 because of increases in gas 
tax from 9 cents a gallon in 1977 to 27 cents a gallon in 1994 

> Program is being subsidized by the general public statewide to the 
benefit of western Montana exclusively. Should use gas tax dollars to maintain 
roads statewide. 

> Estimated 1,600 rental machines that apply for and receive about $20,000 
per year in direct bulk distribution gas tax refunds - classic "double-dipping" 

> Using gas tax rebate for rental machines ($12.50/machine/yr) x 12,000 
machines in private use equals $150,000 not $528,000 they will receive in 1994! 

> Fish, Wildlife & Parks administrative costs have continuously increased 
with projected 26 percent administrative costs in 1994 (Lottery admin cost is 15%) 

> 1 of every 4 diverted gas tax dollars will go to administrative costs! 

> Gas tax dollars are leveraged against federal dollars at the rate of 87 to 13 
for primary highway construction 

> Gas tax dollars are needed for state-funded secondary road system 

> Gas tax dollars provide highway construction jobs & statewide economic 
benefits 

> Department of Transportation projects a 1997 deficit of $7.5 million 

> Most snowmobile activity in state occurs in W. Yellowstone area -
primary attraction is Yellowstone Park, which is groomed by Feds 

QUESTIONS? Contact: Sen. Fritz, Russ Ritter, George Ochenski, or Carl 
Schweitzer for more details 
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Montana 

SNOWMOBILE 
~ 

Auoclallon 

House· 
Appropriations Committee 

EXHIBIT __ c;(~ __ _ 

DATE.. /d * / 7 - 93 
SB_ 43 

Points to consider when voting on S.B. 43 

- Snowmobile gas tax money is a legitimate refund of State gas tax paid 
on gasoline 4sed off4road (trails and privat~ land) by snowmobilers •. 
Other users do not contribute. 

- Snowmobile gas tax money IS a refund NOT a diversion. 
- The "4¢ plus 3¢" increase is not a "windfall". but simply the refund 

of additional tax paid on gasoline used off-road. 
- Money received by this program is an investment that. returns approximately 

. . . 
'. o' 

8 to 1 in tourism dollars .... 

- The legjsl.ature has determined that the amount of fuel consuned by 

snowmobiles equals 1/2 of 1 ~. of the total gas tax paid~ .': 
- , .... ~ 

- Since the Legislature chose to exempt, from regd!stration •. those snow­
mobiles used on private land, 13,300 + snowmobiles(registered) cannot be 

used as the only figure for considering the basis for a refund. We must 
include those snowmobiles used on private land. 

- There is no indication that the number of snowmobiles in M9ntana has 

decreased from the 30,000 + in 1979. All indica.tions suggest just the 
opposite even without factoring the tourist. 

• • , - • ';'.' • -. • •• ,. p 

- FactuaLfigures will be available 'prior to ;'the' 1995 sessi.on from an Economic 
. .' . ~." ... ' . 

Impact Study underway by the Bureau of Economic and Business Research 
_ ••• #-

at the University of Montana. .,' 
::'" . 

. - We urge you to vote no or table S.B. 43, and if you so:desire, address 
the issue at the next session when our study is availab~e. 

,::.\.~. 
Submitted by the Legislative Committee of the Montana Snowmobile 

Association. 

Ken Hoovestol, Chairman 
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~B 43 

.. SNOWMOBilE PROGRAM 

Questions from.Senate Finance and Claims Hearing on S8 43. 
filii . " ; 

1. 

2. 

-
3. 

.. 

When was the last study conducted on the % of gasoline used by snowmobiles? 

ANSWER - 1977. A new study by University of Montana will be completed in 1994. 
This study will help determine jf the amount allocated to the program is propo~ional 
to use. 

How many snowmobilers are there who benefit from these funds? 

ANSWER - The study above will help answer this question; but there are many more 
users who buy gas' than the 13,000 who are registered. These include private 
landowners who are not required to register (when they were, there were 30,000, 
machines registered) and non-resident users. Although' resident use may be 
somewhat stable, non-resident use is continuing to increase and groomed trails 
provide this draw to these users. 

Why are projected costs of program "administration" scheduled to increase from 22% 
to 26% when alternative 3 in the Snowmobile EIS is implemented? 

, - I'· 

The following is an explanation of these costs: 

A. 

8. 

c. 

Overhead - This is a base rate charged to all state special revenue accounts and 
is currently 10.6%. This rate was formerly higher (about 16%) because some 
accounts in FWP were not accessed overhead. With the help of the legislature 
this was changed last year thus lowering the rate for this'and other accounts. 
Overhead covers indirect costs such as accounting,' expenditure claims, legal 
services, or anything that cannot be directly assessed to a project. 

:,-.<.< '<', 

Administration - The current snowmobile programs has"11.5% costs in this 
category. The term "administration" is misleading. These charges are all costs 
too'perate and,: manage the program minus actual "gro.oming costs. These 
include program safety, efforts of regional park personnel to work with local 
clubs, statewide coordination and project selection, etc. The costs associated ., -
with the snowmobile program, as a percentage, are'in b91ance with other 
Department and state programs. 

Raise from 22% to 26% -

• This raise is temoorary for three years only in order to implement the 
new Programmatic EJS which environmental groups strongly ,pressured 
FWP to complete. This EIS requires that all 3,634 miles of groomed 
trails go through comprehensive environmental assessment during the 
next three years . 

• This raise assumed current level funding and calculations were not based 
on additional revenue provided by, the general fuel tax increase. 



.. "-

• There is a fixed dollar amount needed to do the EIS work, therefore if the 
fuel tax increase is allowed to go into the program, the actual fate for 
program management would be less than 26%. However, if SB 43 is 
passed, the rate would be greater "unless' the Department· totally 
eliminates several miles of trails from the system. 

4. Have any of the funds for this program already been contracted for FY94? 
., " ' 

ANSWER - Yes. The Department of FWP has already signed legal contracts for almost 
all grooming funds for this year and new groomers have been delivered. SB 43 would 

, ' 

put the state in th,e position of having to break these contracts which would make the 
State liable for legal action. ' , 

5. What would .!?e the impacts of to the program if S8 43 is passed? . 

ANSWER 
A. A severe reduction in miles of trails groomed. 

8. Loss of recreational opportunity for many Montana families. 

C. Loss of winter access to USFS and BLM lands. 

D. A decline in trail" safety and an increase in likely trail. accidents. 

E. Less signage on trails to warn of hazards and to protect the environment. 

F. A decrease in private volunteer contributions and donations. 

G. "A loss of economic development dollars for many Montana communities and 
a decline in non-resident dollars infused into Montana in the winter season. 

H. ,A decrease in the purchase of gasoline for snowmobile and the vehicles that 
tow them therefore a decline in gas tax revenue for Montana roads .. .' . 

. '- ~; . , 

6. . In view -~f the r'ecent trends 'to re-invent government are there other options to 
manage ~his program or reduce state government costs? ," 

ANSWER - This program could be privatized and turned over directly to the Montana 
Snowmobile Association. This has been offered to MSA in the past when complaints 
of management costs have arisen. However, MSA has rejected these offers because 
their analysis has shown they themselves cannot administer the program at a lower 
cost than FWP, and in fact, it would likely cost them more'. They also appreciate the 
services they are now receiving. . . ". 

. ,. 
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SNOWMOBILE PROGRAM 

FY 94 FUNDS ALREADY COMMITTED 

Groomer Purchased and Delivered 

Pre-Payment to Snowmobile Clubs 
(see attached summary) 

Under contract with clubs but not yet paid 

Fixed Costs 

Safety program 
Regional implementation 
Volunteer coordination 
Statewide program management 

TOTAL BUDGET 

Summary 

$85,221 

$171,500 

$57,128 

$97,843 

$411,692 

Virtually all grooming funds have been committed for fY94 but $57,128 has yet to 
be paid to the clubs. 
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SNOWMOBILE GROOMING GRANTS, FY 1994 :Sl) 1-3 

SPONSOR LOCATION TOTAL PREPAYMENT BALANCE UNDER 
GRANT TO CLUBS CONTRACT BUT NOT 

YET PAID 

Flathead Snowmobile Assn Kalispell 13,776 10,400 3,376 

Lincoln Co. Snowmobile Assn Libby 2,911 2,200 711 

Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club Eureka 1,940 1,500 440 

Missoula Snowgoers Missoula 10,672 8,000 2,672 

Anaconda Snowmobile Club Anaconda 6,791 5,100 1,691 

Seeley Lake Driftriders Seeley Lake 9,895 7,400 2,495 

Bitterroot Ridge Runners Hamilton 4,500 3,400 1,100 

Ponderosa Snow Warriors Lincoln 13,570 10,200 3,370 

Garnet Resource Area BLM Missoula 3,880 2,900 980 

Montana Nightriders Snow Club Thompson Falls 4,268 3,200 1,068 

Deer Lodge Snowmobile Club Deer Lodge 1,892 1,400 492 

Big Sky Snowriders Livingston 3,105 2,400 705 

Jack Pine Savages Wise River 2,328 1,800 528 

Outback Snowmobile Club Ennis l,50C 1,100 400 

Gallatin Valley Snowmobile Assn Bozeman 16,492 12,400 4,092 

Madison Valley Snow Snakes Ennis 1,892 1,400 492 

W Yellowstone Chamber of Commerce W. Yellowstone 38.805 29,100 9,705 

Beaverhead Sno-Riders Dillon 9,701 7,300 2,401 

Upper Yellowstone Snowmobile Club Cooke City 21,34:3 16,000 3,343 

Big Hole Snowmobile Club Wisdom 2,9 1 1 2,200 711 

Vigilante Snowmobile Club Virginia City 7,76: 5,800 1,961 

Cut Bank Snowgoers Cut Bank 10,260 7,700 2,560 

Great Falls Snowmobilers, Inc. Gt Falls 14,067 10,600 3,467 

Little Belt Snowmobile Club Hobson 7.761 5,800 1.961 

Teton Co Sportsmen Snowmobile Assn Choteau 485 400 85 

Sweetgrass County Recreation Assn Big Timber 1,940 1,500 440 

Midland Empire Snowgoers Billings 2,500 1,900 600 

Helena Snowdrifters Helena 11,682 8,400 3,282 

TOTALS 228.628 171,500 57,128 



Testimony 

Senate Bill #43 

before 

the House Appropriations 

Conrnittee 

Room 312-2, The Capitol 

12/17/93 

Mr. Chairman , members of the Conrnittee, for the record, my name is 

John Semple, past president of the Helena Snowdrifters sno\tKl1Obile club. 

The club has asked me to convey their opposition to this bill and have included 

several points; 

1. Our trails program/grooming is funded by a refund of a portion 

of the state gas tax, if· we use our sleds more we Use more fuel. This activity 

is OFF ROAD! Snowmobilers are in essence funding ourselves. 

2. Our grooming budget, which is sub-nitted yearly to an advisory board 

and the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, ha~ historically been under­
funded. We have for the past severa] yef1cs nsked for just under $20,000.00 
and have consistently received less than half. T,lere is just not enough money 
to provide adequate operating monies for all the requests. 

3. The Helena club has for the past two legislative sessions hosted, 

with the generous help of our'stale associ.ation (MSA) , a sno\tKl1Obile ride 

for interested leghlators. During the ccursc of pr.eparing the trails for 

both of these rides our groomer suffered Inejot:' breakdowns. The cost for 

repairs exceeded $9000.00 dollars. 

4. During this years advisory bo:1ed meeting ten clubs competed or 

asked for new groomers. Through a bid system we were for.tunate to aquire 

one of two that were bought with snowmobile gas tax money, not all gas 

tax money. Incidentally, our groomer cost only $95,000.00. If we had .the 

money in the state snowmobile program to lXlY :111 len new gruomer.s, we 

would need at least $950,000.00, plus the sel.Jnr.ate operating budgets!!! 

1 of 2 
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In'closing. our club members would like you, the committee;to know we 
understand the burdens you must face. But, please consider that we are 
not funded by the general budget; only ourselves. Do not miss the silent 
fact that we do not even ask for but only our own money. Please do not 
reduce us in the name of everyone cutback. We have ,been snowmobiling in 
our own cutbacks for years. 
We urge you, the committee, to vote NO on Senate bill 43. 

Thank you for your time. 

The Helena Snowdrifters 
By John Semple 

2 of '2 

SB 4-2> 
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Mr. Chairman & Members of the Committee: 

I am Alan Brown. I am president of the Missoula Snowgoers 

SnowmobIle club in M166oula. I have 'been p~esldent of the 

organization for 4 years. I am responsible for, unde~ the 

direction of the Fish Wildlife and Parks divIsIon for grooming 

498 miles of snowmobile trails in the immediate Mlssoula area. 

I am also the district representative for the Montana Sno\VIDobile 

Association representing district #3 which Incompases Missoula, 

Mineral, Ravalli and a portion of Powel J county. The five dctive 

clubs In my area are responsible for grooming 960 miles of 

snowmobile trails. In addition in my aTea at Lola Pass I groom 

20 miles of shared use trails for cross countrY skiers 

I would like to address the affect that Senate Bil I 43 would have 

on our area. 

In the four years that I have been president I have seen a 

tremendous growth in the SPOLt In OUL aL~a. There are cULLently 

fIve active snowmobile clubs in my area. They have 761 family 

memberships. This number translates into over 2500 members. 

Each of these clubs have seen the trail usage in their area grow 

by geometrlc PLoportions over the last several years. Actual 

trail counts from counters plC'ced cn our "rails last YI;'.;\r showed 

34,379 soo\JTJlobile days during I-:h~ nea'3()n. This numb!"t" is more 

-



than double the count when I became president 4 years ago. You 

must also remember that these trail counters do not cover all of 

the groomed traIls which operate withIn the system In my area of 

the State. In fact they cover only about 1/2 of the trails. 

With the usage that the trails currently receive it is difficult 

to adequately maintain the trails. If you elect to cut our 

funding it wIll become impossible. You might wonder so what. 

Maybe it just means less recreation for snowmobilers of the 

state. In tIght economIc times everyone has to make a sacrifice. 

Unfortunately it Is not Just the state residents who will suffer 

if you cut our funding, instead you are damaging one of our 

primary Industries, tourism, when you cut our funding. I would 

like to tel I you a little about the efforts in our area to 

promote this tourism in our area. THe Missoula Chamber of 

Commerce sponsored a FAM trIp last yp.ar tor writers for 

snowmobile magazines and midwest newspapers. The Chamber Is 

promoting Missoula as the snowmobIling capital of Western 

Montana. What is the result? I am familiar with two motels in 

the Missoula area and one snowmobile rental business. I will use 

these as examples, If time pe~mitted I could go on and on about 

similar situations in Seeley Lake, Hamilton and MiSSOUla. The 

two motels are the Holiday Inn and Lolo Hot Springs. The Holiday 

Inn has confirmed reservations for and average of 25 rooms for 

out of state people each week from now till the end of March. 

Lolo Hot springs has 32 motel units and ~hey are currently 85% 

full for the same period with people from out of State. These 
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people aLe the kInd of tourists that the State should be 

attractIng. When people fly in and rent snowmobiles a.t $100.00 

per day they are the same type of tourists that spend a lot of 

money in the state. A member of my snowmobile club has a 

snowmobile rental busIness. He rents 35 sleds in out of 

MIssoula. Already these sleds are 90% booked for the season. 90 

% of the bookings are from out of state people. 

Why ar:-e these people coming to Missoula? The answer Is simple 

uncr:-owded traIls, the mountains, and excellent snow condItions. 

What do they expect? They expect groomed trails and an enjoyable 

experience. They get this when we can groom our:- snowmobile 

trails. If you cut our:- funding the trails wil I not be adequately 

groomed, they will be rough and difficult to ride and the 

tourists will not return. If we are going to compete with 

Minnesota~ and the Black Hills in South Dakota we must provide a 

qualIty snowmobiling experIence. With a cut In grooming funds we 

won~t be able to provide this experience and our burgeoning 

winter tourlst industry, that MIssoula has worked so hard to 

promote will die, because If we don't provide a quality 

experience. the tourists will not return. Every day I get at 

least one inquiry from an out of State person about our area. 

Last week I got a call from a gr-oup of 30 people from Ontario 

Canada. they are all coming to Missoula in February of this year 

for a week and staying at the four B/s Inn 1n Missoula. They 

told me ~hat they are coming because they h~ve heard about our 

traIl system from friends who came here last year. If I don~t 
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have the funding to groom my trail system they will not be back. 

The SlIver Dollar Restaurant and Motel, in Debo~gia runs a poke~ 

run each year. They have over 500 entrles from Spokane and 

Cou~dalene each year. AddItionally the Superior, Deborgia, & 

Haugen area have in the neighborhood of 100 out of state 

snowmobilers from Idaho and Washington sno\~obile in theIr area 

each weekend throughout the season. They come to spend money and 

enjoy our groomed and uncrowded trails. 

What you should be doing Is increasing our fundlng to enable us 

to contlnue to promote this growing clean industry for our State, 

not cuttlng our funding. 

I urge you to kill this bill and at least restore our fundIng to 

Its present level. Thank you. 



SB 43 
December 17, 1993 

Testimony presented by Director Patrick Graham 
Dept. of Fish, wildlife & Parks 

Before the House Appropriations committee 

The snowmobile program was established by the Legislature in 1977 
and funded with gas tax rebates for the purpose of providing a 
statewide program to develop, operate and maintain a groomed trail 
system and to promote user safety. Surveys at the time indicated 
that the amount of total fuel purchased by snowmobilers was at 
least one-half of one percent of the total. Since this fuel is 
purchased at the gas pumps but not burned on the state highway 
system, users are provided a collective refund for purposes which 
enhance snowmobiling opportunities. 

If SB 43 is passed, local organizations would have half the funding 
that would otherwise be available as a result of higher fuel taxes. 
This would obviously result in a decrease in currently groomed 
trails on public land. Trail riding conditions would be less safe. 
There are also many miles of ungroomed trails on federal land which 
are only accessible as a result of our grooming program. 

The first attachment indicates the 28 local organizations directly 
impacted, user demand and the amount of volunteer contributions and 
donations raised annually to supplement this program which saves 
state costs and FTEs. . 

The second attachment addresses the department's costs for this 
pass through grant program. In summary, the department charges a 
10.6 percent overhead rate to earmarked state special revenue 
accounts. A higher rate is charged to federal accounts. 

In addition, we charge any time spent by parks personnel working on 
with local clubs, safety programs, environmental compliance, grant 
selection and other tasks associated with state oversight. 

We estimated our costs would go up over the next three years as a 
result of environmental assessments done on all trails to comply 
with our Programmatic EIS. This EIS was just completed and 
established standards and criteria for trails which we would grant 
grooming money. It also specifies mitigative measure. Both our 
staff and the clubs would have to spend considerable time. 

The 26 percent identified in 
not in a new gas tax revenue. 
would go down. If revenue is 
would go up. 

the EIS was based on current level, 
If new revenue is added, the percent 
cut, as was done in HB2, the percent 

The third attachment shows the impact of Senate amendments to HB2. 
They cut the current program by 40 percent. Unfortunately, as the 



handout indicates, the money for FY94 has already been allocated. 
We would have to transfer FY95 funds into FY94, and there will be 
essentially no grooming program for FY95. 

Under this bill the current level program would be reduced by over 
20-25 percent depending on whose numbers you use. In addition 
snowmobilers will be denied access to the rebate generated from 
higher gas taxes. 

All this occurs at a time when the department and clubs are 
striving for a more environmentally and socially sensitive program. 
Completion of the EIS, plans for environmental assessments in all 
existing trails, and addition of an environmentalist to the 
Snowmobile Advisory Board. 
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SNOWMOBILE PROGRAM 

EXHIBIT S 
12- 17 --93 
SB Y-3 

Why are projected costs of program "administration" scheduled to increase from 22% to 
26% whef1 alternative 3 in the Snowmobile EIS is implemented? 

The following is an explanation of these costs: 

A. Overhead - This is a base rate charged to all state special revenue accounts and 
is currently 10.6%. This rate was formerly higher (about 16%) because some 
accounts in FWP were not accessed overhead. With the help of the legislature 
this was changed last year thus lowering the rate for this and other accounts. 
Overhead covers indirect costs such as accounting, expenditure claims, legal 
services, or anything that cannot be directly assessed to a project. 

B. Administration - The current snowmobile programs has 11.5% costs in this 
category. The te!m "administration" is misleading. These charges are all costs 
to operate and manage the program minus actual grooming costs. These 
include program safety, efforts of regional park personnel to work with local 
clubs, statewide coordination and project selection, etc. The costs associated 
with the snowmobile program, as a percentage, are in balance with other 
Department and state programs. 

C. Raise from 22% to 26% -

• This raise is temporary for three years only in order to implement the 
new Programmatic EIS which environmental groups strongly pressured 
FWP to complete. This EIS requires that all 3,634 miles of groomed 
trails go through comprehensive environmental assessment during the 
next three years. 

• This raise assumed current level funding and calculations were not based 
on additional revenue provided by the general fuel tax increase. 

• There is a fixed dollar amount needed to do the EIS work, therefore if the 
fuel tax increase is allowed to go into the program, the actual rate for 
program management wouid be less than 26%. However, if S8 43 is 
passed, the rate would be greater unless the Department totally 
eliminates several miles of trails from the system. 



House Bill 2 
SNOWMOBILE PROGRAM 

April '93 I. Prior to Sgecial Session -

Total Funding Appropriated -

Funding Unappropriated due to General 
Fuel Tax Increase and a Cap imposed 
in 1993 Session 

12/2/93 II. Special Session Action on HB 2 in 
House -Cap Removed. 

Therefore total funding appropriated -

12/9/93 III. Action on HB 2 in Senate 
- Cap restored at lower level 

"' - Total Funding Appropriated 

Funding Unappropriated due to Cap 

FY 94 

$411,692 

80,700 

492,392 

$250,000 

242,392 

t: I' t-tt 131 r ~:5-

12-17-93 
Se tf3 

FY 95 

411,931 

141,400 

553,331 

$250,000 

303,331 



SNO'NMOBILE PROGRAfVI 

F'( 94. FUNDS ALREADY COMMI-,-, EO 

Groomer Purchased and Delivered 

Pre-Pavment to Snowmobile Clubs 
(see attached summary) 

Under contract with clubs but not vet oaid 

;:~xed Cos"(s 

Safew program 
Regional implememation 
Voiunteer coordina'tion 
Statewide program management 

TOTAL BUDGET 

SummarY 

$85,221 

$17L500 

$57,128 

$97,843 

$411,692 

Virtually all grooming fund~ have been commined for FY94 but $57,128 has yet to 
be paid to the dubs. 



SNOWMOBILE GROOMING GRANTS, FY 1994 

S?QNSCR LOCATiCN TCT~L PRE?<\ Y:l.1ENT 

.GRANT TO CLUBS 

;:~c:~e::;d Sncwmobiie Assn Kalispell i 3,776 10ACe 

Lncoin Co. Snowmobiie Assn Libby 2,911 2,200 

Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club Eureka 1,940 1,500 

Ivlissoula Snowgoers Missoula 10,672 8,000 

Anaconda Snowmobile Club Anaconda 6.791 5,100 

Seeley Lake Driftriders Seeley Lake 9.895 7,400 

Bitterroot Ridge Runners Hamiiton 4.500 3,400 

Ponderosa Snow Warriors Lincoln 13.570 10,200 

Game: Resource Area EllVI Missoula 3.880 2,9QO 

Mcm:;;r.a Nighrriders Snow Club Thcr.1pson :=a/ls 4.268 3,200 

Deer L::dge Sno .. vmobile Club Deer Lodge 1,892 1.400 

Big Sky Snowriders Livingston 3.105 2,400 

Jack Pine Savages Wise River 2,328 1,800 

Outback Snowmobile Club E:1nis 1,500 1,100 

Gallai:in Val/ey Snowmobile Assn Bozeman 16.492 12 • .!.00 

,vladison Valley Snow Snakes Ennis .1,892 1.400 

'N Yeilows;:one Chamber of Commerce W. Yellowsi:one 38.805 29,100 

3eaverhead Sno-Riders Oil/on 9.701 7,300 

Jppe:" Ya!low~or.e Snowmcbile C:uiJ Ccoke Cit'{ 211.343 16,000 

3ig Hoie Snowmobile Club Wisdom 2.911 2.200 

ligilante Snowmobile Club Virginia Citv 7,761 5.800 

:ut e;.;ni< S.10wgoers Cut aank 10.260 7,700 

:rea •. =·2;ls Sncwmobiiers, inc. Gc ralls 14,067 iO,SOO 

:nle eelt Snowmobile Club Hobson 7,761 5,300 

:ton Co Sportsmen Snowmobiie Assn Choteau 485 400 

NeetgrgSS CountY Rec;"eation Assn 8ig Timber 1,940 1,500 

idand empire Snowgoers Siilings 2,500 i,900 

~!ena Snowdrifters Helena 11.682 8.400 

~T . .l.~3 228,628 i7l,SOO 

t::..AH\5t\ .,.:, 
12.-11- q3 I 
5B ~3 

3AU.NC:: :';NOE::l 
CONTRACT SUT NOT 

YET PAID 

3,376 

711 

440 

2,672 

1.691 

2,495 

1,100 

3,370 

9S0 

1,068 

4.0~ . _L. 

705 

528 

400 

4,092 

492 

9,705 

2.401 

5.343 

71l 

1,961 

2.560 

3,.4-67 

1,96i 

85 

40 

600 

3.282 

57,128 

.~ 

II 

a 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

VISITOR'S REGISTER 

COMMITTEE BILL NO. ~~L\3 
DATE 12-- [1-93 SPONSOR(S)_<d: __ ~_' _.~ __ I_T_C ________ _ 

PLEASE PRINT PLEASE PRINT PLEASE PRINT 

N~ AND ADDRESS REPRESENfING BILL OPPOSE SUPPORT 
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PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED TESTIMONY WITH SECRETARY. WITNESS STATEMENT FORMS 
ARE AVAILABLE IF YOU CARE TO SUBMIT WRITTEN TESTIMONY. 
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