
MINUTES 

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
53rd LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Call to Order: By REP. TOM ZOOK, on February 10, 1993, at 3:00 
P.M. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: 
Rep. Tom Zook, Chair (R) 
Rep. Francis Bardanouve (D) 
Rep. Ernest Bergsagel (R) 
Rep. John Cobb (R) 
Rep. Roger DeBruycker (R) 
Rep. Marj Fisher (R) 
Rep. John Johnson (D) 
Rep. Royal Johnson (R) 
Rep. Mike Kadas (D) 
Rep. Betty Lou Kasten (R) 
Rep. Red Menahan (D) 
Rep. Linda Nelson (D) 
Rep. Ray Peck (D) 
Rep. Mary Lou Peterson (R) 
Rep. Joe Quilici (D) 
Rep. Dave Wanzenried (D) 
Rep. Bill Wiseman (R) 

Members Excused: Rep. Ed Grady 

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present: Terry Cohea, Legislative Fiscal Analyst 
Mary Lou Schmitz, Committee Secretary 

Please Note: These are summary minutes. Testimony and 
discussion are paraphrased and condensed. 

Committee Business Summary: 
Hearing: HB 471, HB 129 

Executive Action: None 

HEARING ON HB 471 

An Act reducing the Foundation program schedules by 5 percent for 
the school fiscal year beginning July I, 1993, and succeeding 
years. 

Opening Statement bv Sponsor: REP. DICK SIMPKINS, HD 39, Great 
Falls said this Bill removes, or lower the foundation schedules 
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by 5 % to achieve a savings to the state of approximately $23 
million and referred to EXHIBIT 1. There is a slight difference 
between that and the fiscal note because when you work with other 
sections you work with different figures because the fiscal note 
shows a savings of only $20 million and the difference is 
possibly the way the GTB is computed, 98%. The ANB they are 
using in this is the ANB of the fiscal year 1993. They also use 
the fiscal year 1993 budget. The Bill is rather simple and does 
nothing more than reduce the foundation schedule in each category 
by 5%. There are a couple provisions in the Bill that the 
committee must be aware of. During the Special Session the 
legislature slipped half the payment in July that was due the 
school districts in June which saved about $37 million cash flow. 
This Bill just continues that process. 

The other portion is re-classification of the forest lands as a 
crop for the Nattlral Resources and depositing the money into the 
trust fund and that will represent approximately $4 million. The 
Budget Office will address that more appropriately. 

He referred to the spreadsheet, EXHIBIT 1, because the-re is some 
wrong nomenclature in the discussion in the Select Committee on 
Education. It seems to get ·the appearance that the legislature 
is cutting school funding and passing them on to the local 
taxpayers. This needs to be clarified. No we're not. The 
legislature would appreciate it if the school districts would 
make a small sacrifice compared to the large sacrifices being 
taken out of other state programs through the appropriations' 
process. A 5% decrease in the foundation schedules translates 
into approximately a little less than 4% decrease in the general 
fund budget. As he reviewed EXHIBIT 1 he reminded the Committee 
that local level is local option. They don't have to do these 
actions. 

Proponents' Testimony: . Dave Lewis, Office of Budget and Program 
Planning said in this proposal they are talking about applying a 
5% cut to the schedule which, as REP. SIMPKINS indicated, is a 
little less than 4% to the total general fund budgets of the 
schools. Questions are going to come up about the tax shelter, 
that this is a direct shift to local taxpayers. There are other 
Bills that address the issue of district funding. School 
districts do have some flexibility. He referred to a book with 
comparative data concerning every state and the way they spend 
their money. The only category that Montana ranks first in the 
nation is State and Local Elementary and Secondary Education FTE 
for every 10,000 population. There are 299 state and local 
elementary and secondary employees for 10,000 population in 
Montana. Looking at employment, looking at what neighboring 
states have, it is logical to argue the fact there could be 
reductions made in expenditures and not the entire cost of this 
reduction be passed on to local taxpayers. 

The issue is going to be raised about equalization. There are 
Bills and ways to address that. He has worked very diligently 
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with the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Ms. Keenan, on the 
issue of trying to address equalization. She has a real interest 
in trying to limit the amount of effort that everyone spends in 
litigation on this issue. This Bill has to be considered in 
context with other proposals that are in the legislature to 
consider the impact on equalization. 

He asked the Committee if they had looked at HB 501 to redefine 
the current level when preparing the next budget. The issue is 
what do we use as far as definition of current level spending. 
One of the things involved in that Bill is defining the previous 
biennium and look at the legislative appropriation level as it 
appears in current level. 

REP. SIMPKINS explained a mill increase of 5817.30, EXHIBIT 1. 
These are the Indian impact aid schools. When you see an 
outrageous mill increase, look at the school. 

Opponents' Testimony: Nancy Keenan, State Superintendent of 
Schools, said she thinks what Mr. Lewis is trying to tell the 
Committee is to lay this Bill very gently on the table for awhile 
because there will be lots of discussion between this date and 
the 65th day of transmittal. She said this Bill is part of the' 
spending reduction established in HR2 where $99 million was 
targeted. This Bill takes out $38.4 million of that $99 million. 
As the discussion goes on the legislature continues to balance 
the state budget on the back of state education. A recent survey 
that was done by the Department of Commerce that speaks to 
Montana's support of public education and it is a priority of 
Montana citizens. They even said they are willing to pay more 
for public education. 

There are a couple reasons this is not a good Bill. This Bill 
increases taxes at home to the tune of $38,400,000. Put another 
way that amounts to 24 mills, statewide; 12 mills in 1994, 12 
mills in 1995 and some taxpayers will pay more than 12 mills and 
it translates into making bad school equalization even worse. 

In 1989, after they thought they had solved the school 
equalization problem, our school funding system provided about 
Bl% of the districts' general fund from an equalized source. If 
this Bill passes, in FY 1994 they will be down to 64% equalized 
and by FY 1995 will be down to 62% equalized. She explained the 
charts, EXHIBITS 2 and 3. 

Wayne Buchanan, Board of Public Education said the Board had a 
conference call and discussed this Bill. The members of the 
Board have asked him to appear here to express their opposition 
to HB 471. He said added a footnote to what Ms. Keenan said 
about the dis-equalization measures contained in this Bill. Last 
year he attended a seminar with some individuals from New Jersey 
and they talked specifically about the lawsuits that occurred in 
Montana and now for 20 years in New Jersey. After 20 years of 
litigation over the equalization measures in New Jersey they are 
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further from equalization than when the lawsuits started. It 
looks as though Montana is headed down that same path. In the 
interim Session SB 5 was passed which established a fund so the 
school districts could back their bonds and have renewed that. 
The reason for that is the people who know about these things 
fear a taxpayer revolt, a taxpayer saying you are not taxing us 
equally and fairly. 

Eric Feaver, MEA said if they are to take a 5% cut in schedules 
or some other cut in school funding at least talk about what this 
means. If HB 471 is to become law as it is they would be doing 
something never done before in Montana history, cut the 
schedules. It is unprecedented. It does completely dis­
equalize, it will shift taxes and it will bring, not only further 
litigation, but this session back into session. It must be 
remembered that four of the last six years, school foundation 
program has received no increase from the state. If you add 1988 
fiscal year that increase was only 1%. It isn't like schools 
have not received a cut over the last few years, in fact they 
have been cut dramatically. Largely through the revenues of 
inflation in a state that has been unable or unwilling to bring 
some reality to school funding. 

Tom Cotton, Superintendent, Deer Lodge Elementary District, also 
Chair the Committee of Schools that have brought suit twice 
against the state of Montana for funding. As he analyses this 
particular legislation, what it would do to his district, it is 
very grim and a very distasteful task to bring this information 
to his Board of Trustees. Increased litigation is very likely. 

Terry Minow, Representative, Montana Federation of Teachers, 
asked the Committee to look at their local newspapers and see how 
their schools will react to this cut in funding. Some will raise 
local levies. Others will know better than to ask their 
taxpayers for more tax dollars and will cut programs to students. 

Harry Erickson, Superintendent of Schools, Belgrade said the one 
thing that really works in the state of Montana is the 
educational program and this Bill would be a giant step backward. 
His district has one of the highest mill levies in the state and 
this would add another 25 mills if they are to make up the 
difference. 

Bob Anderson, Montana School Board Association, said this Bill is 
very much like Bills they have seen before. 5% cuts in the 
schedules is some of the old legislation they have viewed. 

Pat Melby, Representing the Underfunded School Coalition made up 
of the plaintiff school districts in the equalization lawsuit. 
They are trying to find legislative solutions to the equalization 
problem, not judicial solution. This Bill has to be looked at in 
the context of the existing school funding system. Some will 
sacrifice and if schools cut their budgets similar to what the 
state might have to do in HB 471 it shouldn't affect 
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equalization. Others won't sacrifice because they can easily 
raise the money lost, through the foundation program and through 
a local levy. 

Larry Fasbender, Lobbyist, Great Falls Public School System, said 
it's always interesting to take a look at what legislators do 
when they get in a situation like this and have often said they 
have to run government like a business. He has never subscribed 
to that as he doesn't think government is a business. It 
provides services and consequently must operate in a completely 
different manner. One of the things that happens when you start 
to cut into education is that the schools don't close, the 
teachers don't stop teaching, the students don't stop learning 
but around the edges it begins to crumble a little and it 
deteriorates. 

Loran Frazier, School Administrators of Montana said he would be 
remiss if he did not stand before the Committee and argue for one 
of the best systems and top quality education programs in the 
nation. When the schedules are cut it is permanent. 

Don Waldron, Montana Rural Education Association said it would be 
great if the legislature did not have to reduce the level of 
support. Now they are dropping percentages and they can vary 
from what is on the Bill right now. The 160 schools he 
represents oppose the Bill. 

Fred Baker, father of a second-grader would hate to see his 
child's program cut to worsen her education. 

Questions From Committee Members and Responses: REP. WISEMAN 
asked for an explanation of the figures quoted by REP. SIMPKINS, 
$25 million and by Ms. Keenan, $38 million. Ms. Keenan referred 
to the fiscal note requested by her department and disagreed with 
REP. SIMPKINS' assumption. You can make it look $25 million or 
you can make it $22 million depending on a calculation. Ms. 
Cohea, LFA said the fiscal note shows a $19.6 million savings in 
FY 1994 and an additional $20 million in FY 1995 so approximately 
$39.6 million. She believes REP. SIMPKINS' sheet is dealing with 
an annual number so you would double it. The difference between 
the two sheets is the Budget Office and OPI have used projected 
enrollments for FY 94 and FY 95. REP. SIMPKINS' sheet is based 
on FY 93 enrollment. REP. WISEMAN said he found that figure of 
300 employees for 10,000 population in Montana versus 206 in 
North Dakota very fascinating. How does North Dakota do it? Ms. 
Keenan said one thing is the number of school districts and in 
Montana we have cherished local control and schools wherever they 
would like to have them. In that essence, when you have a lot of 
schools you have to have teachers. Don't assume our class loads 
are running with 10 or 12 students. Some are running way over 
accreditation standards. REP. ZOOK said in some of the smaller 
schools where there are 9 students to one teacher the cost per 
student can also be very low. 
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REP. BARDANOUVE asked Ms. Keenan if, from her testimony, she is 
saying we should have more consolidation in Montana. Ms. Keenan 
said there are a lot of people who would like her to say "Yes, I 
support consolidation". She supports quality education and 
supports local control. There is a statute on the books that 
says right now you can go to K-12 districts and the local school 
districts have chosen not to do that because the local people 
have chosen not to do that. REP. BARDANOUVE said regardless of 
what local people say are you saying we could save money by 
consolidation? Ms. Keenan said she is not sure there is evidence 
that says we will save money by consolidating. If you were to 
consolidate Wolf Creek district with the Helena School District 
the chances are that the costs would increase because you would 
be consolidated into that pay matrix for teachers. There might 
be some money saved in cooperative purchasing but she has yet to 
see in this state a study that proves to her that consolidation 
saves money. The better question should be what kind of quality 
education are we providing our kids and what are we willing to 
pay? REP. BARDANOUVE said her reply concerning North Dakota, 
that it may be less costly because of less schools, would mean 
they would have consolidated more in North Dakota. Ms. Keenan 
said she was referencing REP. WISEMAN when he indicated a number 
of personnel. Personnel definitely costs money. If you can 
equate very simplistically, less schools might cost less money. 
That is one theory. The other theory is it might cost more if, 
for example, you take Wolf Creek into the Helena School District. 

REP. ROYAL JOHNSON said Ms. Keenan referenced quality education 
and asked her for a definition. Ms. Keenan said the Board of 
Public Education adopted a definition of public education in 
October. She feels what REP. JOHNSON is looking for is a 
definition of cost. That's not what the Board was charged to do. 
If you want to know what this costs then you need to make a list 
of the things you are willing to pay for. At that point you will 
have a definition you can put a dollar amount to. 

CHAIRMAN ZOOK asked Ms. Keenan if she knew the number of 
districts in North Dakota and she said not off hand. 

Closing by Sponsor: REP. SIMPKINS said it's 262. Montana has 
527 school districts as stated in the States in Profile, State 
Policy Reference Book 1992. Missouri has 540 school districts 
and only has 188 people in the school employee FTE per 10,000. 
Montana has 299. 

What was heard in testimony today are the very people that the 
legislature should expect to have come forward with a solution to 
our equalization problem. This Bill does not solve the problem. 
The OPI and other people have had four years to work on the 
equalization as defined by local. With the $215 million deficit, 
$37 million of that is increased students in the public education 
system and nobody knows how to equalize. Ms. Cohea, LFA, put out 
from her office a few years ago an analysis of the standards 
versus the total number of teachers necessary when the Project 

930210AP.HMl 



HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
February 10, 1993 

Page 7 of 11 

Excellence hit the field. This report made a conclusion there 
were 1,000 too many teachers in the state of Montana over the 
needs of the accreditation standards. 

The schools are aware a cut is corning and have known that for 
quite some .time. He said Mr. Melby made a statement that REP. 
SIMPKINS said "could just cut the schools and it equalizes". He 
made no pretention of that. This Bill is not anything about 
equalization. HB 28, with a 104% cap has created a great 
disparity. The 104% continues to exasperate the equalization 
problem and they were told that in the Select Committee. This 
Bill turns around and speaks straightforward. We need a 5% of 
the Foundation schedule so the way to do it is cut schedules. 
Schools can budget that and we can give them some guidance. 

CHAIRMAN ZOOK closed the hearing on HB 471. 

HEARING ON HB 129 

An Act appropriating money from the federal special revenue fund 
in fiscal years 1994 and 1995 to he Department of Labor and 
Industry to fund apprenticeship instruction programs. 

Opening Statement by Sponsor: REP. DAVE WANZENRIED, HD 7, East 
Central Flathead County said HB 129 is a Bill that continues 
funding for the state apprenticeship program. Last session HB 
704 went to the Legislature and was sponsored by him. Up until 
1991 it was possible for the state to use federal Carl Perkins 
money to fund this program. Because of some changes in 1990 it 
was no longer possible for the state to utilize those funds. So 
in 1991 they made a policy decision that said yes, the state 
apprenticeship program is important, not only to workers to 
upgrade their skills, but also important to employers for them to 
be able to provide other services to the public. The public 
itself benefits from the kinds of services those people render. 
Line 12 references a particular section of law. This is not the 
administrative tax of the unemployment insurance program. There 
has been a lot of discussion in the past. This continues to 
utilize the penalty and interest money in the unemployment 
insurance program, not the administrative tax moneys. The amount 
of money being requested here is $140,000 per fiscal year for a 
total appropriation of $280,000. He is proposing an increase in 
funding for this and intends to justify from $110,000 per year 
for each of the two years in this biennium of an increase to 
$140,000 per year for each of the next two fiscal years. The 
importance of that is they are making an investment in our work 
force in the state. If we are going to have more productive work 
force, and are already very proud of our work force, and to 
generate more tax revenue for the state is to make an investment 
in the work force. 

Prooonents' Testimonv: Dan Miles, Supervisor, Montana Department 
of Labor and Industries, Apprenticeship Training Bureau said 
apprenticeship is a very well organized system for both on the 

930210AP.HM1 



HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
February 10, 1993 

Page 8 of 11 

job training and supplemental related instruction. It gives the 
person in the training program an opportunity to learn by doing 
and also be able to earn money while they learn. That's what 
sets it apart and makes it so unique from many other types of 
vocational education. Apprenticeship also is a joint effort 
between labor, management and government to insure that industry 
has a steady supply of the skilled workers it needs. It operates 
under written training standards and those apprenticeship 
training standards which outline the apprenticeship program and 
explain in detail how that program is going to be administered, 
are developed by his office in cooperation with labor and 
management. They have set some training standards in over 170 
occupations in Montana that very clearly outline what it is that 
those industries need in the way of training and how those 
training programs can develop the type of skilled workers those 
industries need. 

It is also a voluntary system. There is nothing in the 
apprenticeship that makes the 280 sponsors and employers 
participate in training. Those standards that are adopted are 
accepted voluntarily by the employees and accepted voluntarily by 
the skilled craft journey workers that give the training to those 
apprentices. 

Apprenticeship is also a long range training program. Most 
apprenticeship programs in the state last 3 to 4 years. Many are 
in the very highly skilled trades. The apprenticeship program, 
in addition to being on the job training of 1 to 4 years, also is 
required by state law to have a minimum of 144 hours a year of 
related and supplemental instruction. It's on the job training 
plus classroom training. 

There is an agreement that is an essential part of all 
apprenticeship training programs. The apprentice, the employer 
or sponsor, enter into an actual contract that protects all 
parties in the apprenticeship agreement. It is that agreement 
that outlines and specifies the terms of training, what the 
training will be, how long the training will take, what kind of 
supervision and what kind of classroom or home study courses they 
may take. It also addresses that the apprentice must complete 
all their on the job training satisfactorily and must satisfy all 
the requirements of their home study or classroom training 
before they will be eligible for a certificate of completion of 
apprenticeship which is issued by his Department. 

They have approximately 650 men and women employed in the 
apprenticeship training program statewide. They are employed in 
jobs where they are learning and earning. There are 
approximately 270 employers training apprentices in the state of 
Montana. It's a program that has been effective in Montana since 
1941. 

REP. BILL RYAN said he believes in the apprenticeship program and 
has come through the program himself. He has taught it for the 
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last 12 years and feels it is the best education for the dollar. 
Skilled jobs are what is needed and the program puts people in 
employment right away .. 

Bruce Morris, Secretary-Treasurer, Montana State Carpenter's 
Apprenticeship and Training Trust Fund said this Bill will help 
training programs in Montana to provide now time skills to 
workers so they can get productive, good paying jobs and pay 
taxes. Apprenticeship is one of the oldest forms of education 
and is something that is still valuable today. Emphasis on 
apprenticeship is going to come from federal level in the next 
few years and he would like to see Montana ready for that 
challenge. 

Mary Kinsey, Montana Operating Engineers, said she is a 
journeyman operator and in the last several years there has been 
a steady decrease in her portion of the construction industry. 
In the 1970s an operator could be efficient on one piece of 
equipment and expected to work a construction season. Today, to 
work even a partial construction season, the operator needs to be 
proficient on several pieces of equipment in order to remain 
employed. An operator needs to continually upgrade skills on new 
equipment, new equipment aids and new procedures. 

Doris, Romanisko, Administrator, Montana Operating Engineers and 
Associated General Contractors, read testimony from EXHIBIT 1. 

Jeff Wulf, Specialist for Industrial and Technology Education, in 
the Office of Public Instruction said he speaks on behalf 
Superintendent Keenan in favor of continuation of this funding 
under HB 129. State apprenticeship law gives responsibility to 
the OPI for supporting the classroom phase of apprenticeship 
training. This app~opriation, which they manage under contract 
with the Department of Labor and Industry, is the only practical 
source that exists at this time to allow them to meet this 
responsibility. Apprenticeship that is supported under this Bill 
benefits both union and non-union employers. 

Johnny Monahan, Director, Montana Ironworkers' Joint 
Apprenticeship and Training Program, said this Bill is an attempt 
to replace joint apprenticeship funds that were eliminated in 
1991 because of changes in the federal Carl Perkins' law. This 
Bill will only require partial replacement funds lost by the 
employer-labor sponsored apprenticeship programs. Even with only 
partial funding HB 129 can have a positive impact on Montana 
workers by providing necessary skills upgrade. 

Darrell Holzer, Montana State AFL-CIO said they rise in support 
of HB 129. 

Bill Egan, Montana State Conference, Electrical Workers, said 
most of their 4,000 members belong to a specialty craft that 
utilizes the apprenticeship programs considerably. 
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Questions From Committee Members and ReSDonses: REP. KASTEN 
asked what infraction brings in this penalty in interest? REP. 
WANZENRIED said the section of law cited here provides for 
employers who are late in making the payments for unemployment 
insurance compensation premiums are subject to penalty and pay 
interest as well. If they continue to be delinquent they pay 
higher rate of interest. REP. KASTEN asked where is that money 
going now. REP. WANZENRIED said the way the unemployment 
insurance compensation program works is it goes into a trust 
fund, not diverted which is what we are doing here .. The trust 
fund balance continues to build as this money comes in just like 
it does from all the contributions that are made. What we are 
doing here will have no practical affect on the balance in trust. 
The trust fund right now is about $93 million. In order to trim 
it down to a lower schedule for employers, because that's always 
part of the argument when you intend to divert money, the 
employers are paying this. This is a penalty and interest being 
paid but they are paying a higher rate. We will have to raise 
another $15 million to trigger to a lower premium rate than 
employers are paying now. REP. KASTEN asked if the apprentices 
come from other job programs? REP. WANZENRIED said he is not in 
a position to say they never take them but is almost certain all 
these people are gainfully employed now and want to upgrade their 
skills. Mr. Miles said there is a part of the Job Training 
Partnership Act that involves on the job training programs. In 
their policy any employer who employs economic disadvantaged 
persons in an on the job training program that falls into the 
area of a permissible occupation, then his staff will meet with 
that employer and person on the job and work with them. They 
have several apprentices that are currently in programs that came 
in through the OJT program. 

REP. BARDANOUVE asked how many additional people can you train 
with this appropriation? Mr. Wulf said with $110,000 
appropriation in FY 93 they had 282 apprentices. That's what 
they expect by the end of this year. Included in that is the 
upgrading of journeymen. With the additional funds his 
projections are to expect about 5% to 10% increase in the number 
of students served based on a schedule from FY 90, 11 projects, 
to 20 projects this year and increased from the number served at 
203 to 282. 

REP. QUILICI asked if the $140,000 each fiscal year is to help 
keep the existing program going? Mr. Wulf said they have 
$110,000 per year which came from HB 704. That legislation was 
for biennium only. In order to continue the funding for the next 
biennium that is what HB 129 does. However, the amount is 
$140,000 a year which is in line with the number of increased 
participants in the program. REP. QUILICI said then this is to. 
keep the existing apprenticeship program going. 

REP. KASTEN asked if they don't pass this Bill will the program 
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decease and desist? REP. WANZENRIED said it would be safe to say 
they wouldn't have the apprenticeship program as they now know 
it. Whether or not they totally eliminate it, he is not in a 
position to say. Mr. Morris said this particular grant program 
will cease. Will the apprenticeship program cease? The answer 
is no. What this program does for them is allows them the 
freedom to do other types of training they may not normally be 
able to afford. 

Closing by Sponsor: REP. WANZENRIED said predominant use of this 
money is for instructors. Because the state has taken the 
responsibility for this program away from the federal government, 
basically, it should be the state's responsibility. The 
advocation procedure has been streamlined and there are more 
people taking advantage of the program now and the state has more 
agreements with employers and training programs. This program 
would continue in place the program they are very proud of and 
provide resources to take care of that increased demand. 

HEARING CLOSED ON HB 129. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Adjournment: 5:00 P.M. 

TZ/mls 
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ONE TEST OF EQUALIZATION 
85% of Revenues from an Equalized Source 
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Doris Romanisko 
6868 Applegate Drive 
Helena MT 59601 

Testimony submitted to Appropriations Commdttee in favor of HB 129, 
Apprenticeship Funding, February 10, 1993. 

My name is Doris Romanisko, from Hel ena, where I work as the 

Administrator of the Montana Operating Engineers and Associated 

General Contractors Joint Apprenticeship and Training Trust. I am 

here to voice my support of House Bill 129 and explain its impact on 

our training program. 

During the past ten years, I have learned the many facets of 

apprenticeship and have seen the positive impact that it can have on 

the participants, their families, and the community. Take the 

thirty-year old father of four who was on welfare prior to becoming 

an apprentice mechanic and at the end of his three year apprentice-

ship, he was earning in excess of $30 1 000 as a shop mechanic. The 

young woman who completed her training as a heavy equipment operator 

and now has her own construction company. Or, the apprentice who 

has returned to college to get her civil engineering degree. All of 

this without a hefty tuition and little or no prior experience. 

Apprentice programs have served individuals from virtually 

every county in the state. Often it is the only method of continued 

education or job training available to many people, especially those 

who have bumped around for a couple of years trying to make a go of 

it on minimum wage jobs. 



Doris Romanisko 
February 10, 1993 

Al though the vast majority of our funding is secured through 

the colI ecti ve bargaining process, we are not closed programs, but 

rather actively recruit throughout the entire state. During these 

tough economic times, the need for quality training is more 

important than ever. Programs need to be able to free up funds so 

that they can provide additional safety training, training to handle 

hazardous materials, purchase new equipment including I asers and 

computers, as well as maintain its time-proven curriculums. 

Our program has streamlined and budget cut in many creative 

ways, such as utilizing over a million dollars of excess military 

equipment and suppl ies. Also, we needed a place to train heavy 

equipment operators so we entered into an agreement with the Montana 

Parks Department. During the past ten years, apprentices have built 

various projects at Canyon Ferry Reservoir that would have cost the 

state hundreds of thousands of dollars. One project's cost was more 

than twice this entire appropriation) of which we are only a small 

recipient. 

Apprenticeship represents the epitome of joint partnership, 

that of management, labor, government and education. All of ... these 

entities share in the success and pride of those individuals who 

have earned Completion certificates from the Department of Labor. 

Please support this appropriation and continue to support this 

alternative educational process, that of earning while learning. 
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MONTANA APPRENTICESHIP AND TRAINING DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION 

P. o. BOX 5165 

HELENA MT 59604 

Testimony to Appropriations Committee in support of HB129 

The members of the recently formed Montana Apprenticeship and 

Training Directors Association would like to add their support for 

the funding of HB129 to help apprentice programs defray wages of 

instructors, provide correspondence courses to apprentices who 

belong to small employer programs, and to provide instructors with 

the skills to pass on their knowledge to future workers. 

The funding received during the prior bienium under HB704 

allowed programs to meet or exceed the training needs of employers 

from all across the state. Although, the economy is suffering and 

everyone has tightened their bel ts, the need for quality, training 

continues to be a focus. And as we reach the Twenty-first Century, 

the demand for more technical I y trained and retrained individual s 

looms, not in the future, but in the present. 

With your support of apprenticeship through HB 129, we can meet 

the needs of today and tomorrow. We ask that you join this existing 

time-proven partnership by funding HB 129. 

Thank you for your time. 
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Acting Chair 
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