MINUTES OF THE MEETING
PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENATE

JANUARY 23, 1985

The meeting of the Public Health, Welfare and Safety Committee
was called to order by Chairman Judy Jacobson on Wednesday,
January 23, 1985 in Room 410 of the State Capitol at 1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL: All members were present for the meeting, however,
Senators Towe, Newman and Norman arrived late. KXaren Renne,
staff researcher, was also present.

There were visitors in attendance. See attachments.

CONSIDERATION OF HQOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 6: Representative

Jan Brown of Helena, the chief sponsor of HJR 6, gave a brief
resume of the bill. This is a joint resolution of the Senate
and the House of Representatives of the State of Montana requ-
esting the President and Congress of the United States to cont-
inue their efforts to halt the persecution and severe repression
of the Baha'is in Iran.

Dick Mereness, a school teacher and the chairman of the Local
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is in Helena, stood in support
of the resolution. He stated that there already exists a
precedent for this appeal. The 98TH Congress of the United
Stated passed Concurrent Resolution 226 sponsored by Congressman
John Porter and co-sponsored by 188 congressmen. It was passed
unanimously by the United States Senate on June 15, 1984.

Mr. Mereness gave an extensive testimony on the history of

the Baha faith. 1Iran's attack on the Bahais has drawn protests
of the United Nations Human Rights Commission, The Eurpoean
Parliament, the parliaments of Canada, Great Brittain, Australia,
and West Germany, Amnesty International, The United States
Congress, 21 state legislatures and the President of the United
States. Although the protests have not brought a halt to

the persecution in Iran, it is hoped that they have served

to slow their mounting intensification. World wide awarness
will deter the government of Iran. It is more difficult

for a government, which necessarily must co-exist with other
governments, to murder, and torture, that heineous act of
inhumanity, to become a regular feature of what passes for
judicial process in Iran today. The people and the ogvernment
of the United States have an abiding commitment to decency,
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tolerance and religious freedom. Through their elected
representatives, they have already expressed their sense of
outrage at the persecution of the Bahais in Iran. He urged
the Committee to do the same as many other state legislatures
and raise their voices in defense of the most fundamental
rights of an oppressed minority. Mr. Mereness handed in
prepared testimony and also a copy of the Readers'Digest for
December 1984 with an article entitled "Their Crime is Faith".
See attachments.

Others standing in support of the bill were: Sally Loble,
Ethel Williamson, Denise Massman, Brian Massman, Cindy Tholt,
and Linda Wazenreid.

With no further proponents, the chairman called on the opponents.
Hearing none, the meeting was opened to a question and answer
period from the Committee.

Senator Himsl asked what they hoped to achieve with the
resolution. Mr. Mereness stated that 21 other states have
passed this same type of legislation and he hope that Montana
would do the same in support of the Baha'is.

Senator Stephens asked if the United Nations has addressed
the problem. Mrs. Loble stated that the Human Rights Commission
of the United Nations has addressed the problem.

Senator Hager stated that this resolution will not be sent to
Iran and therefore, what do they intend to do with it. Mrs.

Loble stated that this resolution will be sent to the United

Nations.

Representative Brown closed.

ACTION ON HJR 6: A motion was made by Senator Lynch that
HJR 6 BE CONCURRED IN. Motion carried. Senator Mazurek
will carry this bill on the floor of the Senate.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 158: Senator Judy Jacobson
of Senate District 36, the chief sponsor of SB 158, gave a
brief resume of the bill. This bill is an act to exempt
recipients of public assistance from the requirement of an
indemnity bond for the purposes of receiving a duplicate
state warrant.




SENATE PUBLIC HEALTH
PAGE THREE
JANUARY 23, 1985

Senator Jacobson stated that SB 158 exempts recipients of
public assistance from having to obtain an indémnity bond
before they can receive a replacement warrant.

Currently when a public assistance recipient loses his/her
warrant or for some reason does not receive a warrant to
whichthey are entitled, they must obtain an indemnity bond
in an amount double the value of the missing warrant before
they can receive a replacement warrant. These people are
the least likely of any Montana resident to have the ability
to get such a bond.

The state has not collected on any of these bonds within the
past ten years. The bonding requirement results in extra
paperwork with little or no benefit to the State.

Ron Brown, administrator of the Centralized Services Division

of SRS, stood in support of the bill. He stated that recipients
of public assistance who have lost or had their warrant

stolen are currently required by Section 17-8-306, MCA, to

post a bond double the amount of the missing warrant before

a replacement warrant may be issued. Of all the citizens

of Montana, recipients of public assistance are among those
finding a bond virtually impossible.

To prevent added financial and emtional harships on those
whose warrant is missing, most often the county welfare employee
who signs the bond because the client has nowhere else to

turn. This is an unwarranted burden to be placed on employees
who can ill afford to pay such a bond. There is no known instance
within the past ten years of the State Auditor having to collect
on a bond for re-issuing a warrant to a recipient of public
assistance. The bonding requirement as is presently contained
in the codes results only in extra paperwork and expense with

no benefit to the State of Montana. Mr. Brown stated that

there is a technical error in the bill on page 3, line 4, stike:
ll(z) (h)".

With no further pmponents, the vice chairman called on the
opponents. Hearing none, the meeting was opened to a question
and answer period from the Committee.
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Senato>\Towe asked about the proposed amendment of Ron Brown.
Mr. Brown stated that he did not feel that this was a necessary
part of the bill. He stated again tha% in the past ten years the
State Audftor has not had to collect on a bond for re-issuing a
warrant to e recipient of public assistance.
\

Senator Towe stated that he would feel more comfortable with
the part of the bill left in so that the recipient would
have to sign an ~application that shall include an agreement
to indemnify and hold harmless the state or its officers and
employees from any loss resulting from the issuance of a
duplicate warrant.,

\
Senator Himsl asked how common it is that the warrants are lossed.
Mr. Brown stated that, there were approximately 800 warrants in
the past year which were lost.

Senator Jacobson closed.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 121: Senator Bill Norman of Missoula,
the chief sponsor of SB 121, gave a brief resume of the bill.

This bill is an act to authorize the Department of Social and
Rehabilitation Services to administer all funds allocated to

the Department for residentiaf\alcohol and drug treatment

for indigent youths in need of care; youths in need of super-
vision and delinquent youths,an \providing an effective date.

\,
Senator Norman assured the Committee that there is not any money
in this bill, however, there is a bill in appropriations which
would cover the money portion of thls bill.

Norma Harris, admlnlstrator of the Communlty Services Division
in the Departmént of Social and Rehabllltatlon Services, stood
in support of the bill. This bill comee as a result of the
efforts of Priorities for People. This: is enabling legislation
as a companion to the executive budget for residential alcohol
and drug abuse treatment for indigent youth. The Department
currently does not have the authority to administer funds for
alcohol and drug programs. \

They do have a fostér care budget which supports children in foster
family homes, group homes, child care agencies and some out of
state facilities for emotionally diturbed youth. SRS is the
licensing authority for these facilites. They do not license
residential drug and alcohol facilities and do not have the
authority to|make payments to them.
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This bill amends Section 41-3-1103 on page 2, line 23, the
following statement is added: "Administer all funds allocated
to the Department for residential alcohol and drug abuse
treatment for indigent youths in need of supervision, and
delinquent youths who require such treatment." The department
has several requests to pay for residential alcohol and

drug abuse treatment. In a random sample of school districts,
it is estimated that there are 400 to 500 youths who need
treatment.

The budget includes an amount of $266,520 per year for a

total of $533,040 for the bienniun. This is from the general
fund and would pay for the treatment of indigent youth in
in-patient facilities. Mrs. Harris handed in written testimony
to the Committee for their consideration. See attachments.

Curt Chisolm, deputy director for the Department of Institutions,
stood in support of the bill. He stated that this is a carry
over from last session's House Bill 24. SRS would be able to

pay for treatment of indigent youth in need of supervision

for treatment of alcohol and drug abuse.

John Brekke, Wilderness Treatment Center, stood in support

of the bill. He also stated that he would like to see the bill
amended on page 3, line 4 to include the word "profit" following
"nonprofit".

Mike Murray representing the Chemical Dependency Programs of
Montana, stood in support of the bill. .

Jim Farrell from Helena's Shodair Hospital stood in support of
the Bill. He stated that one in ten kids "falls through the
cracks” and anything that can be done to help them is worth

the time and effort.

Dick Meeker, juvenile probation officer from Helena, stood in
support of the bill.

Tom Drooger, representing Montana Residential Child Care
Association, stood in suport of the bill.

Steve Davis, representing the Developemental Disabilities
Coalition, stood in support of this bill.
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With no further proponents, the Chairman called on the opponents.
Hearning none, the meeting was opened to a question and answer
period from the Committee.

Senator Towe asked who this bill is primarily for as written.
Mrs. Harris stated that this bill is for residential alcohol and
drug abuse treatment for indigent youths in need of supervision,
and delinquent youths who require such treatment.

Senator Lynch asked if this bill would affect the State
Hospital at Galen. The SRS if going to ask for a general
fund appropriation, and therefore, would not affect Galen.
This would SRS the money to handle youths only.

Senator Lynch asked about the proposed amendment regarding
"non-profit". He asked Senator Norman if he had a problem
with the proposed amendment. Senator Norman stated that
he was willing to have the bill amended, however, it would
make it in the best possible form.

Senator Stephens asked Mr. Chisolm about out patient care.
This bill is aimed at in patient care.

Senator Lynch asked about the Wilderness Treatment Center,
which is a profit group. There are some other profit group
centers in the state also. It was suggested that perhaps,
profit groups could operate on less money than non profit.

Senator Stephens stated that profit lives and dies on the services
which they provide. If they don't give good service they die.

Senator Norman closed.

ACTION OF SENATE BILL 19: This bill is an act establishing
and funding a child abuse prevention program; granting rule-
making authority and requiring mandatory fines for certain
offenses against children.

Senator Lynch made a motion that the Committee adopt all of
the proposed amendments. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Senator Lynch that the Statement of Intent
be adopted. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Senator Lynch that a new fiscal note
be ordered. Motion carried.
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Senator Newman brought up the question of day-care centers.
He was told that this bill is for prevention, not after the
fact.

A motion was made by S@énator Newman that SB 19 be amended on
page 2, line 11, strike:!day-care centers" and reletter. Motion
carried with all senators voting "yes" except, Senator Hager
who voted "no".

A motion was made by Senator Lynch that SB 19 receive a DO PASS
AS AMENDED recommendation from the Committee. Motion carried.

ACTION ON SENATE BILL 79: This bill is an act providing for the
licensure and regulation of occupational therapists and occupational
therapy assistants, creating a board of occupational therapy
practice; providing for the authority of the board; and providing

an immediate effective date.

Senator Towe asked Karen to review the proposed amendments
which the subcommittee had drafted.

A motion was made by Senator Towe that the proposed amendments
be adopted. Motion carried.

Senator Himsl asked if this board will be put in with the
physical therapist. This board will be seperate by itself.

A motion was made by Senator Towe that SB 79 receive a DO PASS
AS AMENDED recommendation from the Committee. Motion carried.
A Roll Call Vote was taken. See attachments.

Senator Towe stated that he felt that this would assure the
public better protection.

A motion was made by Senator Towe that the Statement of Intent
be adopted. Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Next meeting of the Public Health, Welfare
and Safety Commiteee will be held on Friday, January 25 to
consider House Bill 107, 113, and 119.

ADJOURN: With no further business the meeting was adjourned.
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CEHIRMAN, JUDY JACOBSON




ROLL CALL VOTE

SENATE COMMITTEE PUBLIC HEALTE, WELFARE AND SAFETY
Date JANUARY 23, 1985 SENATE Bill No. 79 Time_ .35
NAME YES NO

SENATOR JUDY JACOBSON, CHATRMAN |~

SENATOR J. D. LYNCH, VICE CHAIRMAN L~

SENATOR TOM HAGER L—
‘SENATOR MATT HIMSL L
SENATOR TED NEWMAN L—

SENATOR BILL NORMAN ﬁ/g/&ﬁé 4
SENATOR STAN STEPHEUS . —
SENATOR TOM TOWEL L

~ﬂ;;%f.<2giifé244%zzf C:chfﬁa/ C;Zﬂﬂléﬁﬁ%;&_\

SecTetary , ELAINE GRAVELEY G\aima!}/’,,«’EENAToé /34DY JACOBSON

Motion: A motion was made by Senator Tom Towe that SB 79

recieve a DO PASS AS AMENDED rec ommendation from the

Committee. Motion carried by a vote of 4 to 3.

1985



SENATE
SEAT

42
30
17
45
14

26

PUBLIC HEALTH,

ROLL

CALL

WELFARE & SAFETY
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NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED

SENATOR JUDY JACOBSON, CHAIRMAN L
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SENATOR MATT HIMSL L

SENATOR TED NEWMAN A
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SENATOR TOM TOWE Afi;%ﬁi

Each day attach to minutes.
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' STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

e JANURRY 23 . 19.35
MR, PRESIDENT
We, YOUF COMMItLEE O evrreveveerrrrrrreeerennr FOOWEC HERLTH, JELFARE AD SMFZzY
having had underconsideration.....................................W.% ............................................ No.....}’g .........
FIBST reading copy ( WHITE )
color _
SBNATE BILL 79

Respectfully report as follows: That.........cocooiiiiii e, e aetetn ettt et e et e tanaaeaan No....... 0 ........

be arendad as folloes:

l. Paga 2, 1line 25 and Page 3, line 1.
Pollowing: “applying® in lias 23

Strike: "selected orthotic and prosthetic davicas®
Insert: “aplints”

PAGE 1 of 3
LPKEREEL

XRRERGR X

Chairman.
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PACE TWO OF THREE
SEAATE BILL 79

e Fage 3, linme 2,
Foliowing: “equipment™
Ingert: *and tralning in the use of upper extromity
prosthetice or upper and lower extremities orthotic
devitas®

1. Page 3, line 23,
Folliowing: “law”
Ingert: 7, or cartified or registeared as a momber of an
occcupational or profeszional group otbher thasn
oronpaticnal therapy,”

4, Page 3, line 24,
Pollowing: “licensed® -
Tnaert: *, certifiasd, oy ragistersd”

% Page 3, line 25.

Pollowing: lire 24

Insart: “i{2} a parson whoe providez treatment, tesches
Living skille, designs orthotic or proathetic
Sevices, administerrs tesxtsz, or ongagan in othar
aptivitins desrribed in [zection 3] bot doas not
reprogent hizeel? as an cocupational tharapizi;”

Renexber: subsedueat sentions

L ?M@ 5, iins 16,
Following: *{5}~
Strike; “Fach mamber"
Ingert: “"Memhers®
Pallowing: Tssrve™
Serike: “for o tere of 4 vesara™
Insarv: “stagaersd 4~vaasr termn®

Ve Page 11, lire 23 2nd psae 12, line 1.
ollowing:s “he hae” on linse 23
Etrikar vemainder of lipe ¥ through “includes® in line 1,
page 12

8. Page 12, lins 2.
Pollowing: ~“[a)"
Strike: “*ohtaining*
Ingertr “obhtainsd®

G, Paga 12, lines 4 ard 5.

Foeliowings “{b)*®
Strike: remainder of line 4 *hrough °having® in line §
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S %

10,

11,

13,

15,

PAGE Tuneg OF THRED
AT BILL T2

Tage 13, lire 7.
Pollowing:z *{c)*
Strike: “bheing”
Insertr “hsen”

Page 12, line 10,
Pollowing: >{d}°"
Strike: “violating™
Ingart: “violated”®

Page 12, line 12,
Faliowing: “{a)”
gtrike: Tvinlating®
Tosert: “vielatadg®

Page 12, line 21.
Pellowing: “Poes.”
Insert:s *{1)}*

vage 12, line 23,

Seriker *(1)}*

Insert: “{a}”

Benusbmr: subsequent aubsections

Page 13, line 4.
Pollowing: 1line 3

Insart: *{2) All fees collected by the board undar this
gsection must be deposited in the atate special
raovenue fund for tha use of the hoard in

administering thip act,

ASD AS ANRIDED
DO PASS

STATENSTT OF INTENT ATIACHED

robiect to I7-1-101 (6).”



STATENETY OF JNST
SEDIE BLL 0. P

A statemeut of intent s required for this act becausa it delegates
rulesaking authority € the board of coccupational therapy practices.
It is the intent of the lagialaturs that in adopting its rules the board
ahould lock o standards pawalcatad by tad Amsrican oocupational
tharspy association and tha comeittoe on allisd health, afucation,
of edacaticoal prograss and the typs of exanination to ba given for
licengsore, The legislature intends that rules adoptsd by board governing
licensure and conduct of wesbers of tha profesaion be aimed at ensuring
the public that practitioners ars competent and are prowviding gaality
health care servicas within the scove of this act.




STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

5 MR. PRESIDENT

We, your committee onm&cmm,mmmr ..................................................
having had under consnderanon..................W.W ............................................................... No...{’. ............
fand reading copy ( _m___ )
color
3
Respectfully report as follows: Thatwm ..................................................................... No...§. ............

m SUDY JACTESONH Chairman.



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

......... e VANTARY. 23 10 83

MR. PRESIDENT

WVE, YOUN COMIMUTIEE ON ..e.uitieiniiuieisiiintnnnan e e tsat e r e sas et e tearasatasstasssaesrerasssssensnrnnes e araasseresaretessressssranresaniens
having had under consideration..............cccccociiiiiiennn, m&gm ........................................ No....;? .........
riase reading copy ( _WBATE )
color _
ESTABLISH AND FUNWD CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION PROGRAM
SENATE B31LL 19
Respectfully report as follows: That.. ... oo e P e No..oooooiiiie

be amended as follows:

1. ﬁﬂﬁ: iina 7.
Pollowing: “AMERDIRG™
Strikes *SECTIONS®
Insart: “3ECTION®

PACE 1 of 3

Chairman.
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?M&ngmm
s 1

6.

Pitle, line 3.
Strike:r TAND S58-1%~201°¢

Page Z, line 10,
Pollowings “childrans”™
Ingert: “and”

Page 2, linme 11,
Serike: subssction (h) in ity entirazy
Renumber: oubsequent subscectionse

Paga 5, Yine 17.
Following: *llconge,”
Strike; *33Q°

Tnsmyts “E48Y

Page &, line 4,
Pollowing: “providad in®
Sgrike: Tasubgectian®
Togert: Tsubsecticns®
Followings "({3}*

Inzertr "and {4}”

Page &, lime 13,

Poilowing: *fond,”

Insarty 810 nust he depoaited in snd credited to thas
children's trust fund acrount satablished by
famctine 11,"
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519

8. Page 6, line 19 thromgh line 6, paga 7,

Strikes Section 7 in its entiroty

Insert: "NEX SECTIOCR. Section 7. Voluntary checkeff for
ohild asbase prevention program. {1} Fach
individual taxpayer who is required to file an
income taz raturn undoy this chapter and who iz
anzitled ¢ & rveford may contribote $2 to the
ehild abuse prevention pragraz provided for in
fsection 21, by marking the appropriate box on hiez
stats incoma tax return.

{2} Each Moptana stats irdividual {ncome tawm
return form murt contain a provision for
indicating a contridution ¢o ¢the child abursa
pravestion program in subatantially ¢he following
formy ‘

Child abuse preveation program, Chaeck thie
box 4f vou with to designate $2 of vour tay refund
ts help fand the child abuse preventisn progoram in
Montana., Check the corresponding box for vour
spouse if vour apouse wishes to contribute $£27 of
the refund for the same purpose,”

2. Fage 7, lire 18,
Followings “seotion S.*°
Ingert: *Section 7 irf intended fo ba codifind a2 an
{ategral parxt cf Pitle 1S, chaptar 306, and the
provisions of Titla 15, chaprar 30 apply to
section 7,.%

AD A3 AMSNOKD
00 PAS3

STATZARNT OF LTENYT STTALSED
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ATION SHEATE BILL WO. 18, ATIACH THEE POLIOONG

SENATE BILL HO. 19

Section 2 requires the department of social and ratsbilitatics

- T rules shoulds

{1) m&mmmnmmmmm

{2) dewelcp criveris for the recsipt of progran funds;

{3) establish priorities avowmg funded services and activitios;

{4) pwovide a wethnd of momitoring the effectivensss of funded
soxvices and activitiss and the expanditure of funds from the children's
trust fuad acooumt; and | |

{3) address othor matters necessary o inplesentation of the
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Health, Welfare and Safety Committee.
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H.Con. Res. 226 ' Agreed to June 15, 1984

Rinetyp-eighth Congress of the Anited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun ond held at the City of Fashington on Monday, the twenty-third doy of January,
one thousand nine hundred and eighty-four

Concurrent Resolotion

Whereas more than one hundred and fifty members of the Baha'i
faith have been brutally executed by Iranian authorities since the
1979 Islamic revolution;

Whereas many Baha'is in Iran have disappeared and others have
been tortured, ];emecuted. ngd de]priv of their fundamental
rights to personal property and employment;

Whereas an edict iuuecr;y {ra.n'l Prosecutor General on August 29,
1983, has far-reaching implications that threaten the lives of three
hundred thousand Baha'is residing in Iran and places the future
practice of Baha'ism in jeopardy by dismantling the administra-
tive structure of the Baha'i religion; and

Whereas these actions for the first time establish an expressed
national policy which lays the legal foundation for executions,
arrests, the confiscation of property, denial of jobs and pensions,
expulsion of Baha'i children from schools, and other pressures
which may be brought to bear by Iranian authorities on ths
Baha'is: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring),
That the Congress—

(1) holds the Government of Iran responsible for upholding
the rights of all its nationals, including the Baha'is;

(2) condemns the recent decision taken by the Government of
Iran to destroy the Baha'i faith by labeling as “criminal acts”
all Baha'i teaching and organized religious activities, including
the attempts by Baha'is to elect their own local and national
leaders, to meet in assemblies, to communicate among them-
seives, and to work for volunteer committees; and

(3) calls upon the President—

(A) to work with appropriate foreign governments and
the allies of the United States in forming an appeal to the
Government of Iran concerning the Baha'is;

(B) to cooperate fully with the United Nations in its
efforts on behalf of the Baha'is and to lead such efforts
whenever it is ible and appropriate to do s0; and

(C) to provide, and urge others to provide, for humani-
tarian assistance for those Baha'is who flee Iran.

Skc. 2. The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a
copy of this concurrent resolution to the President.

Attest:

Attest:

(7

Secretary of l ¢ Senate.

{O0PY)
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1984

M

The Darkness Called Iran

Some of our most poignant letters are from Wil-
mette, Ill., headquarters of the Bahai faith. They
bear the names of men, women and children killec
in Iran for ‘“‘crimes against God.” They recount a
campaign to eliminate Iran’s largest religious mi-
nority, 350,000 Bahais, whose nonviolent faith had
its origins in Islam a century ago. They beg for con-
cern, especially at the United Nations.

But the U.N. has no time for Iran’s crimes. A
few months ago, an Iranian exile gave delegates a
list of 7,746 names, most of them leftists slain by the
Ayatollah’s firing squads. No one would sponsor a
resolution. Third-world nations won’t turn on a non-
aligned partner; Europeans, West and East, find it
expedient to avoid quarrels with Iran.

President Reagan has done the minimum by
speaking out for the Bahais. Congress has passed a

@ 1984 by the New York Times Company.

resolution. What speaks louder is the silence among
so many who used to denounce the Shah as a tyrant
and pleaded for patience when Ayatollah Khomeini
replaced him five years ago.

At that time, an article on the opposite page
castigated the press for depicting the Ayatollah as a
fanatic. Princeton’s Prof. Richard Falk wrote that
this ‘““seems certainly and happily false.” Indeed,
the Ayatollah ‘‘may yet provide us with a desper-
ately needed model of humane governance for a
third-world country.”

Iranis a dark place. Its economy is a shambies,
its youth die in a holy war against Iraq. Its execu-
tioners are overworked, its despotic mullahs are ig-
norant of the world. But not too loud, please. Voices
that might sway Iran — on the left and among the
nonaligned — need to become audible.

Reprinted by permission.

.
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Iranian treatment af Bahai
is n@thmg short of genocide

Iran under the Ayatollah Khomeini seems to rec-
ognize no limits in its “holy” war against all infi-
dels, chief among them the United States.

Its acts range from the relatively unharmful kind
— like making scathing speeches in the United
Nations in violation of that body’s rule against in-
sulting other members and publishing a postage
stamp depicting the takeover of the U.S. Em-
bassy in Tehran (‘“‘the American spy den”) — to
sending children into battle, taking a hand in in-
ternational terrorism and, perhaps worst of all,
persecuting its own minorities.

According to Amnesty International, whose
credentials are as good as any, at least 144 mem-
bers of the Bahai faith in Iran have been exe-
cuted or assassinated by the government or its
agents. Their principal “crime?” Adherence to
their faith, and their refusal to convert to Islam.

‘Last June, 16 Bahai women were hanged after
they refused to recant and convert. Another 130
were deposed “of their property, confined for
three days without food or water, then released
to the fury of a mob. They escaped death only by
hiding in a forest outside their village. Bahai
leaders have -been -executed on trumped-up
spying charges. Even children have been among
those executed for what is officially condemned
as heresy in Iran

And why are the Bahai — in contrast with other
religions and sects, which may be discriminated

against but are officially tolerated — so0 detest-
able in the sight of the fanatical mullahs who
rule in Tehran? Presumably because of their
faith, an eclectic one founded in Iran some 140

years ago, preaches the kind of tolerance that is

so at odds with the Khomeini brand of Islam:
Equality of all men and women, intellectual free-
dom, universal education and world peace.

Obviously such a doctrine, if widely followed in
Iran, would undercut the regime’s efforts to keep
the populace in a constant state of fury and hate
for all that is alien to the official line.

Pleas for an end to persecution of the 300,000 Ira-
nian Bahai have been made by world leaders, in-
cluding President Reagan, and by a number of
international organizations, including the U.S.
Commission on Human Rights in Geneva, but
not, notably, the U.N. General Assembly. Efforts
to bring the issue to the floor for debate have
failed even to turn up a smgle government will-
ing to oMfend Iran by sponsoring such a move.

The Bahai are not the only ones to suffer in Iran,
of course. Amnesty International has received
reports of more than 5,000 executions, which it
regards as an "absolute minimum.” -

But the barbarous treatment the Bahai have re-
ceived is so monstrous that it demands a special
response from civilized nations whose only re-

course is to focus greater attention on what

amounts to no less than genocide.




Ravenna-Kent, OH,

Record-Courier Oct.

1, 1983

Khomeml Hits
Baha'’is again

The Iranian government has
outlawed Baha’i institutions in
Iran and hdS"made member-

ship in them illegal in the latest -
move to restrict religious prae-

tices of the minority group, ac-
cording to the U.S. Baha'i Na-
tional Center: .

The measure signals an in-
crease in attacks on the
religion, which has been the
target of a systematic cam-
paign of repression by the fun-
damentalist Moslem regime of
the Ayatollah Khomeini. which
considers the Bah’ai
heretical.

Hossein Musavi Tabrizi, the
attorney general of Iran
issued an edict in late August
which declared that Baha'i in-
stitutions and membership in
them are criminal.

According to Bah:t

News~Free Press
Chattanooga, Tenn.
Oct. 1, 1983

faith .

reports, \ underground

«

the nine-member national ad-:

mmxstratxve body of ' the:

_.Baha’is immediately assured;
‘the government of the Baha'i!

principle of obedience to‘
government and then disband-|
ed itself and some 600, local ad-
mmlstratwe groups.

The Baha'is pledged to con-
tinue to practice their beliefs:
and worship in private. & - *

The comprehensive ban on.
Baha'i community activities is '
the latest action taken against:
the faith by the Khomemx.
regime.

Since the fundamentahsts

took power in 1979, most of thé:

nation’s Baha’i leadershlp has' ;
been executed or disappeared; -
Baha'i property has been seiz-
ed and the practice of the faith.
has been effecnvely driven |

L .;a'

WILMETTE, IlL (AP)

TheiJ S. Baha'i Office of

Public Affairs says Iran's newly declared ban on all

Bahal mstxtutxons and activities “is an act of

genocxde mtended to extxrpate a religious communi-
t il

y'I‘he statement says that Iran, by making Baha'i or-
ganizations and service to them a crime, has created
conditions in which the community's “survival will be
1mpossxble .

But in keeping with a Baha'i prmcxple of obedience
to law, the U. S. office says Iran’s Baha'is have “imme-
dxately dissclved their national assembly and some 600
local assemblies.”

Previously about 150 of Iran’s Baha'is have been:
executed or killed under the fundamentalist Islamic .
regime, with many others imprisoned and homes and .

businesses wrecked and looted.

u—-““

Washington, D.C.
The Washington Times
Sept. 30, 1983

Baha’i spirit
IS undaunted

BY A WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF WRITER i

In its latest efforts at systematically eliminating the,
Baha'i faith, which it considers to be heretical, thif
poveErmnient of Iran has outlawed all Baha'i institutio
and has made membership on the administrative bod
ies a criminal offense. i

Baha'i’s nine-member Nanonal Spiritual Assemb.ﬁ :
in Iran, where from 300,000 to 500,000 members live && .
a country of 37 million, immediately assured the attol~
ney general of their principie of obedience to govern-
ment. They, therefore, distanded themselve
ordered the dismantling of 600 local administ
bodies.

This, then, leaves the faith in that country without ;
any formal means of perpetuating itself, but thoE

deeply entrenched in the beliefs of the religion whig¢
was formalized in the 1800s say such a move 1s extern
only: The government cannct quench the spmt

Paul Glist, a spokesman for the Baha'is in Washmg
ton, said, “The government has already executed mo%
than 150 Baha'is, including scores of key national ar
local Baha’i leaders, in their effort to systematical
eliminate the Baha'is from Iran.

“This latest attack on Baha’i governing institutios
can only be seen as another attempt to destroy ta
Baha'i community by attacking its organization wh
the Baha'i spirit cannot be crushed.”

The executions, including a recent outbreak invo
ing 17 persons, including children, have drawn prote%
internationally but a deaf ear in Iran. Earlier this ye
President Reagan personally intervened in behalf of
the Iranian Baha'is.

Even more recently, a group of scholars on Iran a\gﬂ
Islamic studies have made a plea for the oovemment%
Iran to stop its persecution of the Baha'is.




REACAN TO ASSAIL
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[RAN OVER BAHAL

To Urge Khomeini Government
to Halt Planned Executions

By BERNARD WEINRAUB
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 21 — President
Reagan will issue a statement Sunday
night saying the United States is
“alarmed and dismayed’’ at the perse-
cution of Bahais in Iran and urging the
Iranian Government to halt the planned
execution of a group of prominent Ba-
hais, White House officials said today.

“] strongly urge other world leaders
to join me in an appeal to the Ayatollah
Khomeini and the rest of Iran’s leader-
ship not to implement the sentences
that have been pronounced on these in-
nocent people,’”’ said the Presidential
statement, which was inade available
today.

300,000 to 400,74C Bahais

White House officials said the appar-
ently increased persecution of the
Bahai minority in Iran was *‘a serious
issue with us, an important issue now."”
At least 150 Bahai men and women have
been hanged or shot by Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeirni’s Government
since it came to power in 1979.

Although the Bahai population in Iran
is relatively small — there are 300,000 to
400,000 Bahais in the country — the Kho-
meini Government has singled them out
as adherents of a heretic Islamic sect.
Bahais have generally served as busi-
nessmen, teachers, middle-level Gover-

Continued on Page 12, Column 6

e ——

1983 The New York Times Company Reprinted With Permission

I'HE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, MAY 22, 1983

REAGAN T0 ASSALL
IRAN OVER BAHALS

Continved From Page 1

nnment officials and army officers in
Iran. .

The Bahais have no clergy and uphold
the divine origin of all major religions,
including Islam. The religion shuns vio-
lence, abstains from partisan politics
and espouses the ‘“‘eradication of preju-
dices of race, creed, class, nationality
andsex.”

The Bahais have been the scapegoats
of Persian and then Iranian society for
generations; an estimated 20,000 Ba.
hais have been killed in Iran in the last
100 years, according to Bahai officials.
The faith claims adherents in 173 coun.
tries.

Bahai officials in the United States
said President Reagan's statement
would be the first White House expres.
sion of concern about the persecution of
the Bahais since the Iranian revoiution,
although Carter Administration offi.
cials also criticized Iran’s treatment of
the Bahais.

The statement was prompted, ac-
cording to Administration officials, by
several Congressional resolutions about
the Bahais, growing State Department
concern about the treatment of the mi.
nority and the highly vocal and organ-
ized Bahais in the United States, who
number 100,000. :

Among those sponsoring resolutions
and pressing actively for the Bahais in
recent months have been Edward J.
Derwinski, counselor of the State De.
partment and former Republican Con-
gressman from Illinois; Senator John
Heinz, Republican of Pennsylvania;
Representative John E. Porter, Repub-
lican of Illinois and co-chairman of a
newly formed Human Rights Caucus in
Congress; Representative Don Bonker,
Democrat of Washington; Representa-
tive Fortney H. Stark, Democrat of
California, and Representative Jim
Leach, Republican of Iowa,

Although Mr. Reagan, in his planned

| statement, said the Iranian Govern.

ment had sentenced 22 members of the
Bahal faith to death, Firuz Kazemaza.
deh, a Bahai of Iranian descent who {s
chairman of the Committee on Middle
Eastern Studies at Yale, said in a tele.
phone interview that two men and a
woman had already been executed and
that 19 now faced death in Iranian

prisons.

i
|
I

TR

Anniversagryof the Faith

Mr. Kazemzadeh said the Presiden-
tial statement was being made to coin.

| cide with the founding of the Bahai

faith, on May 23, 1844. On that date a
merchant in the Persian city of Shiraz,
All Muhammad, told a Moslem clergy-
man that he was divinely inspired to
create the new faith. The merchant was
later known as the Bab, or gate, signify-
ing the gate between man and God.

*I think the President wished to ex-
press his feelings, his position on this
matter of human rights,” Mr. Kazem-
zadeh said.

He said the Bahais executed so far,
and those under sentence of death, had
been accused of “Zionism, subservi-
ence to the interests of the imperialistic
powers, corruption on earth and war-
ring against God.”

“The Christians and Jews have suf-
fered too in Iran, but the Bahais have
been singled out for theological rea-
sons,” Mr. Kazemzadeh said. Bahai
children have been barred from attend-
ing schools, Bahais have lost their jobs
and an estimated 4,000 are believed to
be “internal refugees’ and in hiding, he
said.

Mr. Reagan, in his statement, said,
‘““America and the worid are increas-
ingly alarmed and dismayed at the
persecution and severe repression of
the Bahais in Iran.”

He said the Fahais sentenced to death
‘‘are not guilty ¢ any political offense
or crime.”

“Sparing their lives would be & step
forward for Iren and the world com-
munity,’ Mr. Reagan added.




Panel urged
to help protect
Iran’s Baha’is

By William F. WilloughﬁAY 03 1984

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Iran has demanded that school offi-

cials furnish the photographs of Baha'i.

students, along with their birth
certificates, to its government in a sys-
tematic effort to eradicate the Baha'i
faith from the country, a congressional
panel was told yesterday.

Members of the House Foreign
Affairs subcommittee on human rights
were asked to keep the spotlight on the
persecution of Iran’s 350,000 Baha'is.

A Los Angeles judge, who heads the
faith’s national assembly for the United
States, said there is evidence the Sht'ite
regime now in power in Iran “is not
entirely deaf to the voices of foreign
governments or international public
opinion.”

Fathers would be identified through
birth certificates of the Baha'i children,
presumably to pinpoint members of the
group, the pane! was told.

The Baha'is number just under 1
percentof Iran’s 37 million people. They
are the country’s largest non-Mosiem
religious minority.

Washington Times, 1984
Reprinted with permission

Last year the Iranian government
banned all organized Baha'i religious
activities as criminal acts and
demanded that the Baha'i organiza-
tional infrastructure be dismantled.
The Baha'is complied.

More than 170 executions — includ-
ing children — have occurred, although
there have been fewer recently. More
than 1,000 Iranian Baha'is have been
jailed in the last two years and more
than 700 are still imprisoned, the House
panel was told.

Judge James F. Nelson of the Los
Angeles Municipal Court, elected chair-
man of the National Spiritual Assembly
of the Baha'is of the United States, said,
“though the number of killings has
diminished in the past two years, prob-
ably at least in part because of
worldwide publicity, other pressures,
including torture to force conversions to
Islam or to extract false confessions,
have intensified.”

The Baha'is, while eclectic in their
theological approach, adhere to the rev-
elation of their own prophet, who was
executed for his religious preaching.

Inthe United States there are 100,000
Baha'is.

Dr. Wilma M. Brady, a vice president
of Spelman College in Atlanta, Ga., and
vice president of the Baha'i national
assembly for the United States said, “T
feel an old, deep and very perscnal pain
as I see members of my universal family
persecuted solely because of their reli-
gious beliefs.”
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ST. LOUIS, MO
GLOBE-DEMOCRAT
—D. 260,572—

ST. LOUIS METROPOLITAN AREA

JUN 6 1984 k

EDITORIAL

Khomeini's Persecution of the Baha'is

The bitterness of the Iran-Iraqi
war. has tended to obscure from public
view a major internal problem that
gries out for redress in Iran. We refer
to the persecution of a significant
religious minority by the theocratic

‘regime of the Ayatollah Khomeini.

The attack on the Baha’i has been so
intense that it has drawiithe attention
of the scattered Baha'i community
woridwide, including a small handful
of St. Louis members of the sect.

Recent testimony before the House
Poreign Affairs Subcommittee on
Human Rights shows just how
vengeful the campaign has been. It is
aimed at either converting the Baha’is
to the Shi’ite Islamic mold, reducing
them to servitude, or exterminating
them entirely. : »

The Iranian government has not only
banned all organized religious activity
for the 300,000-member minority. It
has dismissed Baha'is from gov-
ernment jobs, denied pensions to its
members and expelled students from
school for refusing to abandon their
faith. More than 170 members have

@ Globe-Democrat, 1984
Reprinted with permission

been executed, and over 700 are now in
jail.

. Paranoia abounds among gov-
ernment ‘officials. One Iranian-born
Baha'i now living in Texas told of his
father being accused of spying for
Israel because he had once made a
religious pilgrimage to that country.
His sister was executed for teaching
the Baha'i faith at a Baha'i Sunday
School.

In late May, Congress adopted a
resolution deploring the persecution,
and the United Nations appointed a
special representative to investigate
the human rights situation in Iran.
Such efforts seem woefully inadequate
o halt such situations; but they are
etter than total silence,

American Baha'is at least deserve
to have U.S. and U.N. leaders con-
tinue to focus the spotlight of inter-
national publicity on the fanatic
franian regime, until such time as the
repression eases or the regime itself
goes the way of all dictatorships of
either the right or the left.



INTERNATIONAL

IRAN

Death Inside Khomet

Safely away from Ayatollah Khomeini’s
jails, asurvivorsatina Londonofficelast
week describing the torments she had en-
dured. She was a woman in her early 40s, a
mother of three. She was also a Bahai, a
memberofareligiousfaiththat Iran’sIslam-
ic leaders consider a heresy. Since the over-
throw of the shah, they have relentlessly
persecuted the country’s 300,000 Bahais—
arresting them, confiscating their property
and, sometimes, when they
refuse to recant their religion,
executing them. To use the
woman’s name would jeop-
ardizethelivesofrelativesstill
in Iran. But the story she
told NEwsSWEEK’s London
bureau chief Tony Clifton
seemed as credible as it was
bleak. Excerpts:

I worked for the National
Iranian Oil Co. in Shiraz.
About two years ago I was
takenbefore twomullahs who
questioned me for four hours.
They tried to convince me [
should recant and convert to

° ,S J . ]
semidarkness, lit only by two dirty windows
in theceiling. There were about 40 women of

all ages in it, most of them Bahais. But some -

were political prisoners. A small number
were there for civil crimes. We were
squeezed togetherstanding up, and when we
tried to sleep at night we had to lie on our
sides, because if we lay on our backs or
stomachs we took up too much room. I was
there almost two months. During that time,

Islam. They told me that if I
did not recant I would be dealt
with according to “Islamic
law.” T said I could not.
About 10 days later I was
summoned again. They asked
who my family and friends
wereand for the names of oth-
~ er Bahais. One said, “Don’t
think you’re just going to lose
your job—from now on you’ll
be followed everywhere.”
And then I was sacked, for
being “a follower of the mis-
leading sect of Bahaism.” Ba-

hais were not allowed to leave
thecountry. But1didn’t want
to leave—I hadn’t done any-
thing wrong. At the end of 1982, four Revo-
lutionary Guards came to our house and
took me. My three-year-old boy ran afterme
crying, “I want my mummy!” A guard just
threw himnaside.

They drove me to the Sepah military pris-
oninsouthern Shiraz. When we came to the
courtyard they blindfolded me. I was led
into a room and a voice said, “What’s the
charge?” and someone replied, “Bahai.”
There seemed to be other men in the room
and they cursed me: “Your father was
a dog.” “Your ancestors were animals.”
“You’re a racial degenerate.” This went on
for two hours. Afterward, I was taken to
another room, where a woman stripped me
andsearched me. Then I was takentoacell.

Thecell wasabout 10feetsquare. [t wasin
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ahai matyrs: A victim executed in Teheran (1981),
Siyavashi (left), Mahmadnijhad, hanged in Shiraz (1983)

women were taken out and tortured and
then brought back. There was never a time
when someone was not groaning or scream-
ing or lying unconscious next to you.

I will always remember Nusrat Yaldot, a
Bahaiwoman I knew. They tried to force her
to recant, and the guards whipped her with
wire cables. Because she was a woman they
had covered her back with a cotton chador,
because it would have been immodest for
themtoseeherbareback. The wireshad torn
her back to shreds, so that you could see the
bone, but they had also torn the chador to
shreds and the pieces of rag had been
whippedintotheraw fleshonherback. They
whipped her until she was unconscious and
threw her in the cell. Then another group of

Euards came i," :mq said thev needed Yaldoi

for her trial. Weall said she couldn’t be tried
because she was unconscious. They just
dragged her by the arms, with her feet -
ing on the floor. Later she told us that Vg
they were beating her they said they would
stopifshewould goonradioandtelevisionto_
publicly deny her faith and to say that th
Bahais spied for Israel. She was in the cell foq
55 days without medical attention. Finally
she was taken away and hanged with nine
otherwomen whohad alsorefused torecant.;
I was never tortured myself, but I wa
questioned endlessly, sometimes for 12 to 14
hoursatatime. They tried to get me toreveal
the whereabouts of other Bahais and wher
Bahai funds were hidden. Sometimes
would be blindfolded and stood against a
wall, and suddenly the guards would cock
their rifles as though they were about tc;
shoot me. Once, they blindfolded me an
took medownstairstoaroomthat musthave
been a torture chamber. I could hear some-
one being whipped, and could hear scream¢’
and groans. Someone said to me, “This wil}
happen to you if you don’t tell us what we
want to know.” Then one day I was taken
into a courtroom. The guards had my three<’
year-old son. I hadn’t seen him since the
arrested me. They let him sit on my kneel
One of the men said, “Here’s your son. You
can keep him with you, and have your homg

and pension back. All you have to do i
recant. If youdon’t—we’ll take you out an
hang you.” Istill refused."

Torture: It was common practice t g
pressure on you through your familyfm
day the prison guards came for anothe
Bahai womar, a young hospital nurse from
Shiraz named Tahirin Siyavashi. They tolc»
her that her husband, Jamshid, had recant+
ed. When they brought him to see her, tw
guards had to support him because he
couldn’t walk: he had been whipped and hi
toenails pulled out. Jamshid told her that h
had been condemned to death, but that h
had not recanted and that she mustnot doso
either. Twodays later they hanged him. s

Last year they hanged Tahirin Siyavashg
too. The youngest of the nine Bahai wome:
hanged was Muna Mahmadnijhad. She was
17. Her father had been tied face down on ze
bed and flogged for refusing to disclose the
names of other Bahais. He told her to coo
erate with the authorities so that they would
not beat her too. But of course she was sg

B

young she didn’t know anything. So thes
hanged him, and they hanged her as wel

She was only a high-school student and had
never doneany harmtoanyone.

Then they released the survivor. Sh
thinks she was freed because she was a high
Bahai official in Shiraz. “I think they bes
lieved thatifthey let me go, they could keep &
watch on me and wait for me to lead the: ‘g
our people whowerein hiding.” Instea
made her way safely out of Iran. She sti%

et

carries a photograph of Tahirin Siyavashig
“The last thing she said to me was, ‘Go ang
tell everyone what they’re doing to us.” And
so I'mtelling you, now.”

Reprinted with permission of NEWSWEEK
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The Bahd'i Faith

and its World Community

Introduction

The Baha'i Faith is an independent world religion with
adherents in virtually every country. The Baha'i worid
community—often known as the Bah&'i International
Community—is a cross-section of humanity, including al-
most all nationalities, classes, trades, professions, rich
and poor, literate and illiterate. it comprises members of
the Baha'l Faith living in more than 100,000 localities in
over 340 countries and territories—152 of these indepen-
dent nations—and unites men and women of various reli-
gious and ethnic origins. More than 1,600 ethnic groups
and tribes are represented.

Baha'i Writings

The writings that guide the life of the Baha'i International
Community comprise numerous works by Baha'u'liah, the
Prophet-Founder of the Baha'i Faith, and interpretations by
His son, ‘Abdu'-Bah4, and Baha'u'llah's great-grandson,
Shoghi Effendi. Baha'i literature can be read today in over
600 languages and dialects.

Baha'i Teachings

The central teachings of the Bah&'i Faith are the oneness of

God, the oneness of religion, and the oneness of man-

kind. The fundamental principle proclaimed by Bah&'u'llah

is:

e that religious truth is not absolute, but relative,

o that Divine Revelation is a continuous and progressive
process,

e that all the great religions of the world are divine in
origin,

e and that their missions represent successive stages in
the spiritual evolution of human society.

Since the Baha'i Faith teaches that the purpose of religion
is the promotion of concord and unity, and that religion is
the foremost agency for the achievement of peace and
orderly progress in society, the Bahd'i Writings provide the
outline of institutions necessary for the establishment of
peace and world order—such as a world federation or
commonweaith, with executive, legistative, and judiciary
arms, an international auxiliary language, a world econ-
omy, a mechanism for world intercommunication, and a
universal system of currency, weights, and measures.

Characteristics of the

Baha’i Community

Baha'is have, for over one hundred years, striven to bring
about the unity of mankind, world peace, and world order.
To achieve this goal while reflecting the basic purpose of
human life—which for Baha'is is, in essence, to know and
to worship God, and to carry forward an ever-advancing
civilization—the Baha'i worid community has continuaily
encouraged the fulfillment of certain essential require-
ments. A few of these are:

1) The fostering of good character and the develop-
ment of spiritual qualities, such as honesty, trustworthi-
ness, compassion, and justice. These are achieved
through prayer, meditation, and work done in the spirit
of service to humanity —all expressions, for Baha'is, of
the worship of God. )

2) The eradication of prejudices of race, creed, class,
nationality, and sex. In pursuance of the Bahd'i princi-
ple of the organic oneness of humanity, Baha'i com-
munities have gained considerable experience in elim-
inating all forms of discrimination.

3) The systematic elimination of all forms of supersti-
tion hampering human progress, and the achievement
of a balance between the material and spiritual aspects
of life. Both tasks rest on an understanding of the prin-
ciples of an-unfettered search for truth, and of the
harmony of science and religion as two facets of truth.

4) The development of the unique talents and abilities
of every individual through the pursuit of knowledge
and the acquisition of skills for the practice of atrade or
profession. This creates not only personal satisfaction,
but also the enrichment of society as a whole.

The full participation of both sexes in all aspects of
community lite, including the elective and administra-
tive processes and decision-making. This stance fos-
ters implementation of the Baha'i principle of equal op-
portunities, rights, and-privileges for men and women.

The fostering of the principle of universal compulsory
educatlon. Bah4'i communities are beginning to estab-
lish primary and secondary schools, open to people of
all backgrounds, in places where educational faciiities
are not available, as well as adult education programs in
basic literacy and community development. At present
there are 133 Bah4'i schools and institutes.

Baha'i Laws

Besides spiritual laws requiring daily prayer and an annual
period of fasting, the Baha'i Faith has social laws. it re-
quires monogamy, for instance, and makes marriage con-
ditional on the consent of both parties and their parents.
Divorce is discouraged in the Baha'i community, and
Baha'i law requires a year of trial separation, after which, if
differences cannot be resolved, divorce is permissible.
Baha'i law also prohibits the use of alcoholic drinks and
narcotics.

5

~——

2

Non-Partisan Character

The Baha'i Faith is not aligned with any government or
political party. While they may accept non-partisan gov-
ernment posts and appointments, Baha'is may not be a
member of any political party or the partisan of any political
faction or ideology. Baha'is, both individually and collec-
tively, are enjoined to obey the laws of their respective
states and the authority of the legally constituted govern-
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ments under which they live. Without regard for political
affiliation, Baha'is may vote in general elections and par-
ticipate in the ordinary civic life of their community. The in-
stitutions and programs of the Baha'i Faith are supported ex-
clusively by voluntary contributions from its own members.

Baha'i Administrative Order

Free from any form of ecclesiasticism, having neither
priesthood nor manmade ritual, and forbidding asceti-
cism, monasticism, and mendicancy, the Baha'i Faith re-
lies on a pattern of local, national, and international ad-
ministration, created by Baha'u'llah, elaborated by
‘Abdu’l-Bah4, and implemented by Shoghi Effendi. Each
locality, for instance, of nine or more adult Baha'is, elects
each year a council—a Local Spiritual Assembly. At
present, there are over 25,500 assemblies throughout the
world.

National Spiritual Assemblies are also elected annually by
previously elected delegates who come together in a na-
tional convention. There are over 130 National Spiritual
Assemblies. Once every five years, at an international
convention, these assemblies gather to electthe Universal
House of Justice, the supreme institution of the Baha'i
Faith. All Bahd'i elections take place by secret ballot, with
no nominations or electioneering.

Appointive institutions also exist in the Baha'i International
Community. Among them are the Hands of the Cause of
God and the Continental Board of Counsellors, who are
assisted in their work by Auxiliary Boards. Their functions
are educative and center on teaching the Baha'i Faith and
protecting the community.

Houses of Worship

The central position of prayer and meditation in Baha'i
individual and community life places emphasis on houses
of worship in villages, towns, and cities. At present,
Houses of Worship exist in Wiimette, Hllinois, U.S.A.; Frank-
furt-am-Main, West Germany; Kampala, Uganda; Sydney,
Australia; Panama City, Panama, and plans are under way
for the construction of buildings in India and Samoa. Serv-
ices of worship consist of the recitation of the scriptures of
all religions and “a capella” music. Eventually, each local-
ity will have its own place of worship, which will be en-
larged and developed to servce as the seat around which
the scientific, educational, humanitarian, and administra-
tive institutions of the Baha'i community revolve.

Relationship to the

United Nations

The Baha'i International Community is accredited in con-
sultative status with the United Nations Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC) and with the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF). 1t is also affiliated with the
United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and with the
U.N. Office of Public Information. It has representatives

with the United Nations in New York, Geneva, and Naircbi,
as well as a special representative for the continent of
Africa. The relationship of the Bah4'i international Com-
munity with the United Nations dates from 1948.

In its work with the United Nations, the Bah&'i International
Community has participated in meetings of U.N. bodies
concerned with issues of human rights, social develop-
ment, the status of women, the environment, human set-
tlements, world food, science and technology, population,
the law of the sea, crime prevention, narcotic drugs, youth,
children, the family, disarmament, and the United Nations
University. It has furnished information, submitted state-
ments, and published brochures on most of these sub-
jects. It has taken part in United Nations years, in world
conferences and congresses, and in regional confer-
ences and seminars concerned with the socio-economic
problems of our planet.

Baha'i History

The Bah&'i Faith was founded in Persia (iran) by Mirza
Husayn-'Ali (1817-1892), known as Bah&'u'llah, the “Glory
of God.” The word "“Baha'i” derives from baha ("glory” or
“splendor”) and means a follower of Baha'u'llah. The
Baha'i Faith is intimately linked with the Babi Faith,
founded in 1844 by Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad {1819-1850),
known as the B&b or “Gate.” The Bab announced that He
was not only the founder of an independent religion, but
the herald of a new and far greater prophet or messenger
of God, Who would usher in an age of peace for all man-
kind. In 1863, Baha'u'llah declared that He was the one
prophesied by the Bab.

Bahd&'u'llah was exiled from Irdn to various places within
the Ottoman Empire, and in 1868 was sent as a prisoner to
the fortress city of ‘Akka in the Holy Land, in the vicinity of
which He passed away in 1892. In His will, He appointed
His eldest son, ‘Abdu'l-Baha (1844-1921), to succeed Him
in leading the Baha'i community and in interpreting the
Baha'i Writings. ‘Abdu’l-Baha in turn appointed His eldest
grandson, Shoghi Effendi (1896-1957), as His successor,
the Guardian of the Cause and authorized interpreter of
the Bahd'i teachings. Today, the affairs of the Baha'f world
community are administered by the Universal House of
Justice, the supreme elected council of the Bah&'i Faith.

Baha’i World Center

The Baha'i World Center is in the Holy Land. From the time
of Baha'u'llah's exile to 'Akka, then part of the Ottoman
Empire, that World Center has been established in the two
cities of ‘Akka and Haifa. The Baha'i Holy Places in those
two cities consist of the Shrines of the Founders of the
Faith—the Bab and Baha'u'llah—and historic sites as-
sociated with Them. It was Bah4'u'llah Who instructed that
the World Center of His Faith should be in the neighbor-
hood of these Shrines.

U.S. Bah4'i Office of Public Affairs May 1981



lir, Cheirman, Nembers of the Human Services Commis-
sion, thank you for the onportunity to testify today.

iy name is Richard lMNereness. 1 am a school teacher
in the Helena School System and am the chaeirmen of the
Local Spirituel Assembly of the Bahe'is of Helens,
lontana. I am here as a representative of the Bzaha'is
in the State of Ii>ntana.

I zm also here to anpeel for your suppnort of House
Concurrent Resolution #6 asking the State of lLiontans to
request the President and Congress of the United Steates
to continue their efforts to halt the persecution end
severe repression of the Bahe'is in Iran. There alrea-
dy exists precedent for this appesl. The 98th Congress
of the United States passed Concurrent Resolution 226
sponsored by Congressman John Porter and co-snonsored
by 128 congressmen. It was subsequently passed unanim-
ously by the United 3tates Senate on June 15, 1984,

A copy of this resolution is available before you.
There is also before you a packet of informetion which
conteins copies of articles from liontzna and other
pepers the most recent of which appezared in the Decem-
ber 20th, 1984 Iadependent Record. In addition there
is our most recently updated chronology, & fact sheet,
and the essentials of my tftalk today. It is our hope
that this information along with any answers I may
provide today will guide you in your considerations
regarding Resolution #6.

Briefly, the Baha'i Faith was founded in Persia
and incorporates the basic tenets of all organized
religions. It emphasises the unity of menkind, world
peace, world order, the social equality of &ll peodnle,

pacifism, and tolerance.
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Richerd Schifter, U.S5. Ambasscdor to the United
Nations Human Rights Commission stated in November 1984
that "if any set of human rights violations in the world
today cries to high heaven, this one surely is it." In
contrast to ceses in which repressive governments act
against their political enemies he said, "murder and
torture are nracticed by the Government of Iran against
e friendly, kincdhearted end totzally peaceful group"
whose religion "teaches them not to involve themselves
in politics, but to accept whatever laws and rules a2
government might lay down."

The Beha'i Faith i

i
clerical rulers. The Is
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a heresy by Iran's

lamic rulers cannot recognize
the Baha'i Faith as a religion beceause of the Islamic
belief that luhammad was "The Sezl", and last of the
prophets. Consequently, they believe no pronhet of
comparable stature with Liuhemmad would appear. This
mekes it impossible from their point of view for sub-
seguent revelation to occur, and the Beha'lis are there-
fore hereticezl.

The Beha'is in Irazn have been persecuted since the
inception of their feaith in 1844, In 1852, for example,
20,000 believers were killed in a frenzied attempt
to eliminate its adherents. History records chronic
attempts to still the movement in Iran. The years
under Shaw Pavlavi were relatively quilet with occas-
ional executions instigated for the most nart by Iran's
Mullas. However, since the Islamic regime under Aya-
tolla Khomeini came to power in 1979, the Baha'is secur-
ity has rapidly deteriorated.

The 300,000 member Bzhe'i community there (Iran's
largest religious minority) has been increasingly sub-
Jected to systematic and officially seanctioned perse-

cution. Latest figures indicate at least 194 have been
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executed. Of the more than 1000 arrested, 50

egre gtill currently imprisoned without trizl or charges.
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In December 1984, State Denaritment spokesmen John
Hughes released renorts ithat nine more Iranizn Bzha'ils
had died in Irenian prisons: six were executed in
Tehran on December 9, and 3 others hed died in Teabriz
in November., In addition the report stated that 19
thers are under death sentences. Aside from this
recent atrocity an example of & typical humiliating
treatment related to e killing is renresented by a
woman who lost her husbend in June of 1383. After
shooting her husband the authorities "demanded that
she peay for the cost of the bullets in the execution.
On eanother occasion three teenaged girls were
hanged, their only crime being their refusal to recant
their faith. President Reagan had apnealed to the
Irenian authorities prior to their executions. He
stated, "These individuels are not

(‘Q

ruilty of any pol-
iticel offense or crime, they have not plotted the
overthrow of the regime, and they are not responsible
for the deaths of anyone. They only wish to live in
accordance with the dictates of their own consciences.
I strongly urge other world leaders to Jjoin me in an
appeal to the Aystolla Khomeini and the rest of Iran's
leadership not to implement the sentences that have
been pronounced on these innocent people.

Legsser crimes also are perpetrated ageainst the
Baha'is. Children are expelled from schools, Baha'is
are fired from their jobs; property, livestock, bank
accounts, farms and businesses are confiiscated by the
government. Baha'i holy pronerties and shrines have
been destroyed, and even cemeteries have been attacked
and bodies exhumed and the remains scattered, Every

-15-



%

avenue of life has been attacked by this oppressive
regime to the end that the continued existence of
every Beha'i in Iran is in grave peril. 3But t

exists a greater crime, the most insidious crine,

o0

legal crime.

Recently, on &/29/83, the Prosecutor General of
Iran, Seyyed Hoseyn lusavi Tabrizi banned all Besha'i
activity as & "criminal ect". This means that Bsha'is
canmot meet in groups to practice their Faith. They
cannmot hold reguler 19 deay feasts, or meet to prey,
or conduct children's classes among other activities,
nor can their elected representatives meet to guide
the effeirs of communities both on a local and = nat-
ional level. This edict establishes the "legzl" grounds
for mass arrests and enebles Iran's religious leaders
to legally commit whet eamounts to religious genocide
of the Bagha'i community., Baha'is are now enemies of
the state accused of subversion and spying.

When this edict was issued, the Nationzl Spirituel
Assenbly of the Bcha'is of Iran formally protested the
acﬁion, but they acguiesced to the law of the author-
ities. In & pleintive voice they asked for example,
in response to the charge that Behse'is were among other
things spies, "dhat is the mission of this extrzordin-
ary number of spies? What inforuation do they obtain
end from what sources? Whither do they relate it and
for what purpose? What kind of 'spy' is an eighty-
five-year old man from Yazd who has never set foot
outside his village?" Systematically, logically, with
overwhelming evidence, their response to the edict
demonstrated the falsehood of the accusations hurled

against the Baha'is by the Persecutor General. Then,



in an unprecedented action, the Neaiionel Sviritual

Assenbly announced "the suspension of the 3zha'i or-

0q

zetions throughout Iren" in order to esteblish

t
[
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good intentions in conformity with a basic Bgha'i
net requiring complete obedience to the instructions
o

the government. Todey the Nationel Spiritusl Assen-

O t+ -
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7 and all local spiritual assemblies are disbanded.
This edict has made it legally impossible for Bzha'is
to exist. It weas hoped that the government of Iran
would recilprocate and show some good intentions; how-
ever, their pursuit of the goeal of extirnpating the
Bahe'ls has intensified. DBetween the two year period

10—

from ey 1982 to llay 12984, the number of arrest

[0}

creased five-fold over previous arrests deting from
197S. Pressure from the government is intensifying.
Iren's ettack on the Bcohe'is hes drawn protests
of the United ations Human Rights Commission, The
Buropearn Parliement, the parliaments of Canada, Great
Britain, Australia, and West CGermeny, Amnesty Internat-
ional, The United States Congress, 21 state legislatures
and the president of the United States.
Although the protests have not brought a halt
to the persecutions in Iran, it 1s our hope that they
have served to slow thelr mounting intensification.
We believe that world wide swareness will deter the
government of Iran. We believe it is more difficult
for a government, which necessarily must co-exist with
other governments, to murder and torture when it knows
the rest of the world is watching. Therefore we must
protest. We cannot allow torture, that heineous act
of inhumanity, to become a regular feature of what

passes for judicial process in Iran today.



The voice of the Iranien Beha'i Community has been
stilled., Through the thick wells o

across the seas the world heers only the muffled groans

[

the dungeons and

of those whose bodies are tortured and mengled. Ve
the Americen Bzha'is must become their voice and szlert
the world.

The peopnle anéd the government of the United States
have an abiding commitment to decency, tolerance, and
religious freedom. Through their elected representa-
tives, they have already expressed their sense of out-
rege at the persecutions of the Bzgha'is in Iren. Ve
hone the 49th session of the Lontanz State Legislature
will reinforce the existing support for the oppressed
Baha'is and raise their voice in Jdefense of the most

fundamental rights of an oppressed minority.

~
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CHRONOLOGY OF PERZSCUTICHN OF BAHA'IS IN IRAN
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CHRO¥CLOSY OF PEZRSECTTICN COF BAHA'IS IN IRAN

1979

Khomeini Revolution allowed Shiite Moslem leaders to unleash perse-
cutions of Baha'i "heretics,"

# Behe'i Faith was not recognized b new regime, unleashing fresh
persecutions.

* 300 homes were looted, burned and destroyed.

% (Clinic belonging to Baha'l doctors was dynamited.

% Bgha'i centers were demolished and razed to the ground.

* Individnals and families were beaten.

* Baha'is were dragged to mosques in efforts to force them to recant
their faith.

% September 10: House of Bab, holiest Baha'l Schrine in Iran, was
demolished.

% Seotember 19: 1,5, Baha'is express thanks to Swiss Protestants
for confirming persecution in Iran an? calling on W,N, and third
world press to act.

¥ Hundreds of Baha'is were dismissed from government departments and
denied the right to work.

* Retired Beha'il government employees were denied pensions.

1280

* Ayatollah Sadugl called on Bsha'is in government departments to be
identified, removed and handed over to revolutionary courts.

¥ Beaha'i tezchers under the Ministry of Education were dismissed.

% Baha'l marriages were declared invalid and labeled oprostitution.

* Newly born bebies from Baha'i femilies were not issued birth certifi-
cates.

% Confiscation of Baha'i holy places.

*

Confiscation of companies owned by Baha'ils,



1980 continued

»

Baha'l hospital was confiscated and interned elderly Bsha'i patients
were thrown out.

27 vrominent Baha'is in Tehran, Tabriz, Kirmsn, Shiraz and Yazd
were arrested.

Elderly Baha'i in Birjand was savagely killed because he refused
to recant his Faith.

Four Baha'is were tried by a revolutionary court and executed, based
upon mere "confession" to being a Baha'i.

July 13: The chairman of the local Paha'i group in Tabriz and a
well-known local doctor (Mr, Yadullsh Astani and Dr, Faramarz
Samandari) were charged with being Baha'is and- executed,

September 8: Seven Baha'is in Yazd, central Iran, were executed,
The bodies of the executed prisoners were dumped on the ground
adjacent to a Zoroastrian cemetery.

Baha'i in Tabriz executed.

Baha'i couple in village of Nuk, near Birjand, were burned to
death by a local mob.

1921

Janpary 15: Professor Manuchehr Hekim, ontstanding physician,
educator, humanitarian, recipient of the French Legion of Honor,
and a BRaha'i, was assassinated; his property subsequently confisc-
ated by order of a revolutionary court

March 16: Two Bsha'is were execnted in Shiraz; both men were members
of the local Beha'i governing body; among the specific charges against
these men were teaching the Baha'i Faith and membership in Baha'i
institutions; both the verdict and the sentence of the locel Revol-
utionary court are upheld by the High Court of Justice in Tehran,

April 30: Three Baha'is were executed in Shiraz; all three men

were members of Baha'il institutions; their charges include
teaching the Baha'i Faith and membership in Beha'i institutions.
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1981 Continued

# June: The Iranian government announces its plans to completely
obliterate the site of the House of the Pab, the holiest Baha'i
shrine in Iran, and a place of world pilgrimage, A road and
public sguare are constructed in its place, All of the Baha'i
properties surrounding the site are confiscated by Iranian
euthorities,

*  June t Seven Baha'i leaders were executed in Hzmaden,

* June 16: The Beha'is of the nited States addressed an appeal
to Dr. Kurt Waldheim, Sescretary General of the Tnited Nations,
to send & representative to Iran to investigate the condition
of the persecuted Baha'i community and to take steps to
alleviate the plight of its members.

® June 22: Three Baha'i leaders were executed in Tehran, Mr, Buzurg
Meavian, Mr, Hashim Farnush, and Mr, Farhang Mavaddat,

* June 23: Four Baha'i leaders were executed in Tehran, Dr, Mashi
Farhangi, Mr, Badi'ulleh Farid, Mr, Yadnu'llah Puftchi, and
Mr, Varga Tibyaniyan,

* July: Baka'is in rural villages arouné Tehran, Isfahan, and
Mashad were terrorized with summary arrests, confiscation
of personzl property, end kidnapping; several hundred were forced
to flee their homes and take refuge in larger povoulation
centers.

%* July 26: Two prominent Baha'is were executed by firing spuad
in the village of Kashmar, Khorasan.

* July: Thirtyv-one Baha'i men from Eskandari, outside Isfahan,
were driven to a mosgue and forced to deny their religion,

# July: Two teenage Baha'i students from the villages of Musa-
abad and Trumiyvih were abducted from their schools by Moslem
religious instructors who claimed that the two girls converted
to Islam; the children have not been seen by their parents since
their kidnapping,

* July 22: Nine Baha'is were executed in Tabriz; seven of the
execnted men were members of the local Raha'i administrative
body of Tabriz; one was the member of a special board devoted to
teaching and protecting the religion.

* Aveust: 117 Baha'is in Yazd had all thelr finzncial assets
frozen by anthorities.



1921 Continued

»

August 15: 150 Baha'is in Yazd were ordered to report to author-
ities for trial; authorities announced their intention to issue
"in absentia" decrees for any Baha'i failing to present himself,

Augnst: Campaign of intimidation against Bshatis in villages
continued: in Manshad, anuthorities confiscated furniture, crops,
and livestock of Bezha'i villagers; in Masjid-Sulayman, authorities
esked banks for detailed list of financial assets of locel Baha'is;
in Hemmat-Abad, wives of Baha'is, who were forced to flee their
homes after a wave of persecution there, were threatened with
grave repercnssions if their husbands failed to present them-
selves to authorities,

December 27: Eight members of Iran's Baha'l National Assembly,
the national governing body of Iran's Baha'i commnity,

were secretlv executed by government officials., No charges
were made, no trials were held and none of the victims!'
families was notified of the killings, Five of the bodies were
subsequently found in the "infidele" section of a Muslem
cemetery.

1982

»

Jammary 7: Six of the nine members of the loc=l Eaha'i governing
body of Tehran were secretly executed by Iranian authorities on
January 4, 1982,

May 3: Two members of the local Baha'i assembly in "rmymivvih,
were executed by firing sanad.

Mav 8: Two men and a woman, local Raha'l assembly members in
Karaj, were execnted by firing sguad.

July 12: Five Bzha'ls were executed by firing sauad., Four of
them were killed in %azvin and one in Shiraz,

July 12: W¥Mr. Manuchihr Vafa'i was mmurdered at his nome in Tehran,
A note pinned to his body stated that he had been killed becnanse
he refused to abandon his Bsha'l beliefs,

July 17: Seventeen Governments made a joint formal representation
to the Irenian Government in Tehran, protesting its ireatment of
the Baha'is.

August: Mr, 'Ali Na'imiyan, prominent Baha‘i leader, was summarily
execnted in "rniyrih on August 11, after being held in prison

'without chzrges for one year,



1982 Continued

*

Angust: Fifty Baha'i villagers in Saysan were subjected to violence
and abuse for sixteen days and were finally forced to sign pre-
pared documents of recantation., Following their release, they

wrote letters of complaint to the Government, with copies to the
newspapers that had given publicity to their alleged recantations,
affirming that they were Baha'ls and that they had signed the docum-
ents under duress. They received no response from the anthorities
and the newsoapers declined to publish their letters,

September: The nited Nations Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis-
crimination and Protection of Minorities expressed its concern

at the continuing human rights violations in Iran, end determined
that the situation merited the continued scrutiny of the humen
rights organs of the ™nited Nations,

September: Five Baha'is were condemned to death by the Islamic
Revolutionary Conrt of Shiraz on September 23, Before passing
sentence, the judge offered all five their lives if they would
agree to recant their faith and embrace Islam, All five refused.
(Three were later executed),

"It is absolutelv certain that in the Islamie
Reonblic of Iran there is no place whatscever
for Bezha'is and Baha'ism,

"Before it is too late, the Baha'is shonld re-
cant Baha'ism, which is condemned by reason and
logic, Otherwise, the day will soon come when
the Islamic nation will deal with them in
accordance with its religious obligations, like
it hes dealt with other hypocrites who have
apoeared in more dangerous garb and have
religious and satanic gatherinegs". (President
of the Revolutionary Court of Shiresz).

October: Start of mass arrests 6f Baha'is in Shiraz., The arrests
continued throughout October and November, by which time over 820
Baha'is were beinz held withowt cherges in Shiraz Prison.

October: Baha'i prisoners in Shiraz were beaten deprived of their
prayer books and ordered to recite only Muslim prayers.



1982 Continued

»

November: Mr, Habtibu'llah Awji and Mr, Ziya'™'llah Ahrari were

summarily executed in Shiraz on November 16 amd 21 respectively,
(Both had been condemmed to death on September 23 after refusing
to recant their faith).

November: At the 37th session of the ™mited Nations General
Assembly, many of the Governments expressed their grave anxiety
over the human rights situationid Tran and referred specifically
to the religions persecution of the Baha's,

December: Fanatical mobs in Qumsar, near Kashan, harassed Baha'is
and set fire to Raha'i properties.

December 27: Sixteen Governments -- the ten Member States of the
European Community, together with Anstralia, Austria, Norway,
Portugal, Sweden and Switzerland -— made a Joimt formal representa-
tion to the Iranian Government in Tehran, once again protesting

its treatment of the Raha'i minority.

1983

»*

January 3: The third of five Raha'ls previously sentenced to
death in Shiraz, Iran in September of last year was executed.

January 10: Mrs Guldanih 'Alipur, a woman of .ahout 60, was
attacked by a fanatical mob, who strangled her and burned her
body. The incident took place in a remote village in the
Sari district of Mazindaran Provimce,

February 15: Twenty-two Baha'is sentenced to death in Shiraz,
Iran,

March 10: The ™nited Nations Commission on Human Rights, in its
resolution, expressed its "vrofound concern® at the continuing
grave violations of human rights in Iran. During debates in the
Commission, specific appeals were made to the Government of Iran
to spare the lives of the twenty-twe condemned Baha'is,

March 12: For refusing to deny their religion, a Raha'i woman
was hanged in Shiraz, Iran, together with two Baha'i men.

April 29: All nine members of the local Baha'i administrative
council of Zahidan were summarilv arrested.

b



1983 Continued

% Mav 1: Two Baha'i men, who had been held in orison in Isfahan
for six months, were taken to Tehran and summarily executed,

¥ May 5: Mayor of New York, Ed Koch, receives seven members of the
New York Baha'i community at City Hall to condemn the persecution
of Beha'is in Iran,

¥ May 21: President Reagan expressed the United States' alarm
and dismay at the religious persecution of the Baha'is in Iran
and apoealed to the Ir anian lezdership to spare the 1ives of the
Baha'is condemned to death in Iran,

% May 25: The leading Iranian daily newspaper recently reported
that 472 Iran 0il Ministry employees were "dismissrd from
government service for life" because of "membership in the mis-
guided group of Bsha'ism whlch, according to the unanimous
verdict of Muslims, is & heretical sect",

% June 16: Six Baha'i men, ranging in age from 23 to 60, were
hanged in Shiraz.

% June 18: Ten Baha'i women, including three teenage girls, were
hanged in Shiraz. The ten were subjected to & long interrogation
after which they were further pressured to recent their religion
and accept Islam, When they refused to do so, they were con-
demned to death without treal. The executions were carried out
late at night without prior warning to the family of the victims,

* June 29-30t Two prominent members of the Baha'i National Spiritnal
Assembly were kidnanped in Tehran, The authorities have denied
all knowledge of their abduction and their whereabouts and fate
remain unknown.

% June 29: Approximately 130 Bzha'i residents of the village of
Ival near Sari, Mazindaran Province, were seized and forcibly
detained in a walled-in open field, The Baha'i czptives -- who
included women and children —-- were held for three days without
food and water while intense pressure was put upon them to recant
their faith and embrace Islam,

# June 30: Iranian authorities hanged another Baha'i in Shiraz,
raising to 17 the number of Paha'is hanged there in the last two
weeks,

Ry



1983 Continued
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July 1: The 130 Baha'i captives were allowed to return to their
homes in Ival village, That same night, however, they were attacked
and forced to take refuge in 2 nearby forest.

July 7: The European Parliament exvressed its "consternation®
at the recent executions in Shiraz (which it described as "the
product of unspeakable fanaticism"), and firmly condemned the
Iranian Government's claim that the Baha'i Faith was a political
group. o

Aupgnst 2: Seventeen more Baha'is were detalned by authorities in
Iran, brirging to 39 the number of Baha'is imprisoned in the last
three weeks of July. Cn July 28, two Baha'is in Tehran and fifteen
in the suburb of Karaj were taken into custody,

Augmst 16: Twenty-four more Baha'is, including 10 women, were
imprisoned in Iran between August 3 and August 5. It is not
known if there were any charges in this latest wave of arrests,

August 29: Iran's Revolutionary Prosecntor General issued an
order that effectively banned 211 Baha'i religious activity,

and provided the legal foundation on which virtually all members
of the faith conld be charged with crimes in Iran, "This is more
than simply religious persecution, It is an attempt by the
Iranian regime to criminalize an entire faith -- a sitnation
without parallel anywhere in the world", declared Dr., Firmz
Kazemzadeh, elected secretary of the Netional Spiritual Assembly
of the Baha'is of the 7,8,

September 3: The National Spiritval Assembly of the Bzha'is

of Iran circulated an open letter to some 2,000 government officials
and prominent personages in Iran accerting the government decree
that Baha'i religims organizations were illegal and participation
in them was a ceriminal act.

November: Despite their acceptance of the government decree, at
least 250 Iranian Baha'is have been arrested since November 1,
1983, Most were elected leaders of the 400 local assemblies

which directed the activities of the faith, which has no clergy.
Three more Paha'is have been killed (bringing the totel documented
executions to 160 since the Islamic fundamentalist regime took
power) .,

-



1984

% January 15: At least 550 Baha'is were known to be in prison. with-
out charges or trial, One Baha'i villager was attacked and killed
by & mob, )

% April: A total of 700 Baha'is are in prison without charges
or trial.
Reliable information was recelved that some nrisoners are being
tortured with the object of forcing recantation of the Baha'i
Faith and confession of false charges,
Four Baha'is were executed,
Two Baha'is died in prison under mysterious circumstances.

* May: A total of 703 Baha'is are in prison.
Tortures intensified for imprisoned Raha'is,
Four Paha'is were execnted,
Discovery of the body of a member of the now-dissolved national
governing body of the Bazha'i Faith in Iran., This man was kidnapped
in June 1923, he had been confined, tortured and executed in a
state prison, It is feared that the other 15 Baha'is who disapveared
may well have shared his fate,
Tnited State Honse of Representatives unanimously passed a
resolution deploring the persecntions of the Baha'is in Iran and
calling on the president to Wwork with other governments to relieve the
plight of the 300,000 Baha'is in Iran, In congressional test-
imony, Assistant Secretary of State Elliot Abrams cited Iran's
religious persecution of the Baha'is as "one of the worst" human
rights violations in the world, "sickeningly, reminiscent of
Nazi Germany's treatment of the German Jews before the Holocast",
nited Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) voted to
appoint 2 representative assigned to make a thorough study of
the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, The
decision wes adopted by 29 votes in favor, 2 against and 14
abstentions,

% June: The Tnited States Senate unanimously adopted a resolution
Identical to the one passed by the M.,S, Honse of Representatives
on May 22,
Senator John Heinz (R-Ps) said that Senate action "can send a clear
signal directly to the Iranian regime that we condemn these out-
rageous violations of internationally accepted standards of basic
human rights",
Tortures continue for imprisoned Baha'is,

* fAugust: A respite of several weeks of no Baha'i killings in Iran
ended with the execution of a 52 year old pharmacist,



November 9: It was learned on this date that five more Baha'is
have died, three by execution, two by prolonged and severe
torture, Killed by hanging were Ahmad Bashiri and Yunis Nawruzi,
Details of Firuz Purdil's execution are still wmnknown, Shapur
Markazil and Aminullah Qurbanpur died in prison under suspicious
circumstances after suffering repeated torture, the effects

of which blinded Markazi,

December 9: The follbwing is the text of the statement issued
by State Department Spokesman John Hughes at the Department's
daily briefing, December 19, 1984:

"According to recent reports, nine more Baha'is imoprisoned
by the Khomeini regime have died in Jranian prisons, Six
were executed in Tehran on December 9, Three died in Tabriz
in November (although word of their deaths has just now been
received): one executed by hanging, two dead of unknown
causes but likely victims of torture, We undérstand that 19
Baha'is remain under death sentence in Iran."

"It is particnlarly poignant that Iran's latest executions
of Baha'is occurred on the very eve of Human Rights Day,
whiech commemorates the adootion by the United Nations of the
™niversal Declaration of Human Rights, ..."
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DFEPARTMENT OF SCCIAL & REEABILITATION SERVICES

Testimony in Support of SB 158

n Testifying: Ronald Brown, Administrator ' E
Centralized Services Division

se of Bill: To exempt recipients of public assistance
from the requirement of an indemnity bond for
the purpose of receiving a replacement war-
rant; amending Section 17-8-306, MCA.

pport this bill for the following reasons:

Recipients of Public Assistance who have lost or had their
warrant stolen are currently required by Section 17-8-306,
ICA to post a bond in double the amount of the missing war-
rant before a replacement warrant may be issued.

Of all the citizens of Montana, recipients of Public Assist-
ance are among those who find obtaining a bond virtually
impossible.

To prevent added financial and emotional hardships on those
whose warrant is missing, most often it is a county welfare
office employee who signs the bond because the client has
nowhere else to turn. This is an unwarranted burden to be
placed on employees who can ill afford to pay such a bond.

There is no known instance within the past ten (10) years of
the State Auditor having to collect on a bond for re-issuing
a warrant to a recipient of Public Assistance.

In light of the above, the bonding requirement as is pres-
ently contained in the MCA results only in extra paperwork
and expense with no benefit to the State.



TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL 121
SRS TO ADMINISTER YOUTH ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE TREATMENT FUNDS

Madam Chair, Members of the Committee; My Name is Norma Harris, Administrator of
Community Services Division in the Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services.

This Bill comes as a result of the efforts of Priorities for People.

This is enabling legislation as a companilon to the executive budget for residential

alcohol and drug abuse treatment for indigent youth.

The Department currently does not have the authority to administer funds for

alcohol and drug programs.

We do have a foster care budget which supports children in foster family homes,
group homes, child care agencies and some out of state facilities for emotionally
disturbed youth. We are the licensing authority for these facilities. We do

not license residential drug and alcohol facilities and we do not have authority

to make payments to them.

This bill amends Section 41-3-1103-on page 2; line 23, the following statement is

- added: "Administér all funds allocated to the department for residential alcohol
and drug abuse treatmentifor indigent youths in need of supervision, and delinquent
youths who require such treatment,”

The department has‘had several requests to pay for residential alcohol and drug
abuse treatment. In a random sample of school districts, it 1s estimated that

there are 400 to 500 youth who need treatment.

The executive budget includes an amount of $266,520 per year for a total of $533,040
for the biennium. This is general fund. This amount would pay for the

treatment of indigent youth in in-patient facilities.

P N N

Norma Harris, Administrator DATE





