
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND HIGHWAYS SUBCOMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE 
JOINT SUBCOMMITTEE 

March 6, 1985 

The meeting of the General Government and Highways Subcommittee 
was called to order by Chairman Quilici on March 6, 1985 
at-B:IO a.m. in Room 437 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present with the exception of 
Senator Stimatz, who \'las excused. Also present were Cliff 
Roessner from the LFA Office, and Carolyn Doering and Doug 
Booker from the Governor's Office. 

The committee listened to the agencies recommendations for 
cuts in their budgets. 

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

Ellen Feaver, Director, explained Exhibit No.1. She would 
like the cuts taken from General Services reduction for 
rent and if Senate Bill 198 passes, from the tramway savings. 
Exhibit No. 2 explains the possibility of the additional 
2 percent vacancy savings that can be cut. (79iBi3l0) 

Kathy Fabiano, Administrator, Accounting Division, talked 
on the two soft spots relating to the division (79iBi426). 
Four years ago they began their efforts to adopt the 
General Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). They did 
not get new FTE to adopt these principles. Since 1982, they 
have been reduced by 2.5 FTE. The agency feels three FTE 
are necessary to prepare the financial report on a timely 
basis. Last year these 3 FTE worked over 400 hours of over
time to get the report out on time. In addition to this 
financial report, the division has assumed responsibility 
for two other reports during the same time period. Kathy 
Fabiano said she doesn't feel it would be wise to cut back 
on the system maintenance, because it could jeopardize the 
reliability of SBAS accounting records. 

Bob Raundal, Chairman, State Tax Appeal Board, said there is 
a backlog on cases from the last reappraisal in 1978. Doug 
Booker suggested a compromise in funds to handle the backlog 
and for the anticipated increase in appeals for the new 
property values in fiscal year 1987. 



GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND HIGHWAYS 
March 6, 1985 
Page 2 

BOARD OF CRIME CONTROL 

Mike Lavin, Administrator, said the boaI!.d could absorb the 
recommended cuts listed as soft spots. He said the amount 
of money transferred into the budget for criminal justice 
training from the academy is current level. The amount shows 
up above current level. Chairman Quilici wanted to take 
note of this fact. (80;A;48) 

Senator Gage asked if the board could wait to get the printer, 
listed under equipment. Mike Lavin said the printer they have 
now works fine, but they anticipate it may have to be replaced 
beca~se it is used a lot. 

Mike Lavin said the board is picking up two additional 
federal programs which they are not asking for additional FTE. 

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS 

Ken Cottrill, Major, Centralized Service Administrator, passed 
out Exhibit No. 3 which shows a total picture of the General 
Fund spending. He wants to show the Department of Military 
Affairs is doing efforts to hold down General Fund costs. 
Exhibit No. 4 shows the General Fund expenditures with the 
2 percent reduction. Ken Cottrill asked the committee not 
to take the additional 2 percent from vacancy savings. He 
would like the c~ts taken from operating expenses. 

COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

Peg Krivec, Commissioner, said about $7,000 is put in the General 
Fund every other year for lobby registration. She said she 
doesn't think it shows u? anywhere in their budget. (80;A;550) 
She said she feels this is their soft spot for at least one 
year. She suggested that they may be able to put their accountant 
on three-quarter time. 

Senator Keating asked if there are any reports not necessary. 
Peg Krivec said the only worthless thing, is keeping the reports 
so long. 

STATE AUDITOR 

Dick Gilbert said there is a possibility that they could 
reduce the contingency fund to $40,000 for the PPP system 
modifications. Andrea Bennett, State Auditor, said she felt 
they could not handle a 4 percent vacancy savings. Her staff 
workload is constantly increasing. 
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SECRETARY OF STATE 

Larry Akey, Chief Deputy to the Secretary of State, passed 
out Exhibit No.5, which shows potential budget reductions. 
He said the 4 percent vacancy savings would be difficult 
with so few FTE. (80;B;186) He requested to replace the 
.5 FTE in FY 1986 if the agency is to have a 4 percent 
vacancy savings; this will allow a smooth transition to 
a~lower staffing level. 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

Teresa Olcott Cohea, Executive Assistant, passed out 
Exhibit No.6, which shows the recommended cuts for the 
agency (80;B;338). She also recommended the committee to 
adopt the OBPP inflation factors, which will reduce the 
budget by $32,190. 

Cebe Sobonya, Administrative Assistant, Lieutenant Governor's 
Office, said they generally concur with the recommended cuts. 
However, she said they have no vacancy savings in their office, 
they would like this to be taken into consideration for their 
budget. (80;B;494) 

Kelly Moorse, Executive Secretary, Board of Visitors, said 
the board has concerns with the 4 percent vacancy savings. 
The board has only 1.5 FTE, as does the legal services. She 
said they can live with the inflation factors reduced and 
the 2 percent cut if the vacancy savings figure is adjusted 
for their total budget. (80;B;517) 

SUPREME COURT - JUDICIARY 

Mike Abley, Administrator, said the $40,560 is not all for 
catch-up; two volumes will be for catch-up and four volumes 
for staying current for the Montana Report. They are required 
by law to print these volumes. He asked that if the committee 
does decide to cut this money for catch-up, that they do not 
line item it so there is the option of cutting money from 
other areas if possible for the project. (80;B;578) 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Bob Kuchenbrod, Administrator, Central Services 
went through the list of soft spots (81;A;115). 
has a 1.25 natural vacancy savings, a 4 percent 
would be difficult. 

Division, 
The department 

vacancy savings 
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Susan Hansen, Administrative Officer, Attorney General-
Legal services Division, said they could take the reduction 
in Westlaw. She said they will probably overspend their 
budget for Westlaw, but they will try to find money elsewhere. 

Senator Keating asked if they would rather have a cut in 
vacancy savings then to lose Westlaw. Susan Hansen told 
him they'd prefer a cut in vacancy savings. 

Susan Hansen said that Mike Greely, Attorney General, agreed 
to reduce contracted services by $31,246, but he is hesitant 
to reduce money for the Indian Legal Jurisdiction to anything 
less than $400,000. 

Bob Kuchenbrod said they could eliminate $10,000 for the 
remodeling costs in the Driver Services Bureau, and they would 
try to do it next time. Senator Keating said he would like 
to see them have the money to remodel because it seems 
necessary. The department would like to have authority to 
do the remodeling if they can find the money somewhere else. 

Bob Kuchenbroad asked the committee to consider retaining the 
cars for the Highway Patrol, or they suggested to find some 
other funds to support the cars. One soft spot is to reduce 
the authorized cars from 70 to 60 each year. 

Bob Kuchenbrod said they could function without the interns 
for the Law Enforcement Services Division. He also said 
they could live with the Fire Marshall Bureau budget if the 
funds are cut for fire investigations and training. 

Susan Hansen requested to delete the line item in travel and 
case related travel for Criminal Investigation in the event 
the committee cuts this part of the budget. Bob Kuchenbrod 
said if they cut the van and car for Criminal Investigations 
they will do with what they now have. 

Bob Kuchenbrod said they could live with the cut in equipment 
for Central Services. 

There was discussion on the funding and the possiblity of 
using the balance of the motor vehicle account to replace 
general fund in the Driver Services Bureau. (81;A;446) 

ADJOURN: There being no further business before the committee, 
the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 

JOE QUILICI, Chairman 

km 
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DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS 

GENERAL FUND 

• FY 84 FY 86 FY 87 

• 
ADJ GEN $1,276,266 $'1,191,2'12 $1,232,082 

.-.-~ .... t''''r.-''~'''''-.-'--__ '' __ '''."",~~_"".~_. __ •• ", • . 
• ADM IN $192,074 $166,099 $163,375 

• ARMY $980,880 $9 1 9,3 82 $955,997 

AlA $103,307 $105,731 $112,690 • 

• 

DES $216,000 $231,193 $230,938 

VA '457,338 $477,964 $477,018 .. 
.. $1,949,604 $1,900,360 $1,940,016 

• BELOW 84 LEVEL INCLUDING 

INFLATION ($49,235) (S9,588' 

.. 

• 

• 

-
-



.. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS 

GENERAL FUND 

ADJ GEN 

AD MI N 

ARMY 

AIR 

FY 84 FY' 86 FY 87 

$ 1 , 2 7 8 , 2 6 6 $ 'I , 1 9 1 , 2' 1 2 $ 1 , 2 3 2 , 0 6 2 --_. - -~-' ................... -, .... --.-.. -, ........ - .............................. -.-.... -.. -.. -.~-.-- .... --
$182,074 , $166,099 $ 1 63,3 7 5 

$880,88\1 $919,382 $955,887 

$.103,307 $105,731 $112,690 

i 

w" DES $216,000 $231,193 $ 2 3.0,938 

VA $457,338 
• 

• $1,949,804 

• 

2" 
00 

0 

• 

REDUCTION 
• 

• 

• . lELOW.84 LEVEL ,....., 

• INC L I· NFL A T ION 

• 

$477,964 $477,016 

$1,900,380 $1,940,016 

C$ 3'3,464) ( $ 3 4,0 2 8) 

$1,866,805 " $1,905,888 

($82,698) ($43,616) 



POTEN~IAL BUDGET REDUCTIONS 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

FY 86 

General Other ------- -----

1- HB 893 reduction in ARM & 
MAR copies 15,000 -0-

2. Increase vacancy savings 
from 2~ to 4~' , , 
FTE in FY 86 

(Over)/under 

Agency request 

Executive less 2% 

LFA "current" level 

replace .5 
5,244 1 ,718 

GENERAL FUND STATUS 

BIENNIUM TOTALS 

Current 
Subcommittee 

57,155 

(44,522) 

(49,489) 

f )(JtJ;;j- # S-

3/b/ gS 

FY 87 

General Other ------- -----

15,000 -0-

11 ,381 1 ,719 

With 
Reductions 

103,780 

2,103 

( 2,864) 



CURRENT STATUS OF APPROPRIATIONS 

Subcommittee Recommendations 

Executive Budget Recommendations 

Less 2% of Executive Budget Recommendations 

Amount Subcommittee over Executive 

General Fund Modification Request 

RECOMMENDED CUTS: 

I ncrease Vacancy Savings to 4% 
Executive Office 
Aging Coordinator 
Mansion Maintenance 
Air Transporation 
Lieutenant Governor 
Citizens· Advocate 
Board of Visitor 
Board of Vstrs-Legal Services 

Total Savings 

Adopt OBPP I nflation Factors: 
Executive Office 
Mansion Maintenance 
Lieutenant Governor 
Citizens· Advocate 
Board of Visitors 

Total Savings 

Additional Recommended Cuts: 
Executive Office 

Coal Tax Lobby 
Flathead Basin 

Mansion Maintenance 
Air Transportation 
OBPP 
Lieutenant Governor 
Citizens· Advocate 
Board of Visitors 

Total Additional Cuts 
TOTAL RECOMMENDED CUTS 

FY 86 

12,930 
652 
827 

1,259 
3,834 
1,282 
1,759 
1,768 

24,311 

5,664 
1,350 

559 
633 
856 

9,062 

14,489 
3,900 

405 
929 

1,492 
10,451 
3,728 

747 
1,961 

38,102 

<5xlul~ ~b 
3) b /~S 

$4,802,197 

4,739,623 

94,792 

$ 157,366 

$ 50,061 

FY 87 

13,083 
652 
827 

1,259 
3,845 
1,282 
1,759 
1,768 

24,475 

15,712 
2,382 
2,169 

622 
2,243 

48,786 

23,128 32,190 

13,754 
3,900 

405 
924 

1,699 
11,104 
3,749 

789 
1,965 

38,289 $ 76,391 
$157,367 



VISITORS' REGISTER 

COMMITTEE 

QCl£~ 
eol NO. 

. .\:lwwu. Jlmrt, It ih1\\!N'Mf 
DATE _~,)--,!/-b-=-+-/ _8_~ _____ _ 

SPONSOR _________ _ 

NAME (please print) RESIDENCE 

" \ 

t \ 

;1 

SUPPORT OPPOSE 

( , 

( ( 

IF YOU CARE TO WRITE COMMENTS, ASK SECRETARY FOR WITNESS STATEMENT FORM. 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 

CS-33 




