
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND HIGHWAYS SUBCOMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE 
JOINT SUBCOMMITTEE 

February 22, 1985 

The meeting of the General Government and Highways 
Subcommittee was called to order by Representative Lory 
because Chairman Quilici had a bill and would be a 
few minutes late. The meeting started at 8:00 a.m. in 
Room 437 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. Also present were 
Don Witmer and Cliff Roessner from the LFA Office, and 
Doug Booker and Carolyn Doering from the Governor's 
Office. 

JUDICIARY 

Supreme Courts Operations: Exhibit No. 1 is a packet 
of the budgets for Judiciary. There was discussion 
on the issues (77iBiOl). Representative Lory moved 
the 32 FTE with 1 percent- vacancy savings for personal 
services, the LFA budget for operating expenses with 
the exception of the OBPP budget for contracted services, 
and the LFA budget for equipment. The motion PASSED 
unanimously. 

Exhibit No. 2 is the budget modification for the Supreme 
Courts Operations. They are requesting an additional 
4 FTE, 3 secretaries and 1 staff attorney (77iBi120). 
Senator Keating moved 2 secretaries and the staff 
attorney, the archives, the Sentencing Data Project, 
$900 for supplies and materials, no travel, and 2 
terminals and 1 printer for equipment. The motion 
PASSED unanimously. 

Representative Lory moved approval of the MONTCLIRC. 
The motion PASSED unanimously. 

Boards and Commissions: There was discussion on the 
program (77iBi265). Senator Keating moved the 3 FTE and 
no vacancy savings, and the LFA budget for operating 
expenses with the exception of the OBPP budget for 
supplies and materials. The motion PASSED unanimously. 

Representative Lory moved the budget as presented. The 
motion PASSED unanimously. 
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Law Library: Exhibit No. 3 is the budget for the Law 
Library (77;B;363). Representative Lory moved the 6.5 
FTE and 1 percent vacancy savings. Chairman Quilici 
asked Don Witmer to figure out the appropriate figures 
and bring them back for the committee to see. The 
motion PASSED unanimously. 

Senator Keating moved the contracted services at $16,426 
for each year, supplies and materials at $17,731 each 
year, communications at $10,862 each year, travel at 
$2,701 in FY 1986 and $2,506 in FY 1987, and rent 
properly adjusted, repairs and maintenance at $7,225 
in FY 1986 and $7,621 in FY 1987, and operating expenses 
at $4,587 in FY 1986 and $4,087 in FY 1987. The motion 
PASSED unanimously. 

There was discussion on the cost of books (78;A;01). 
Senator Keating moved total books at $230,176 in Fy 1986 
and $228,592 in FY 1987. The motion PASSED unanimously. 

Senator Keating moved the split in the funding of general 
funds and revenue accounts. The motion PASSED 
unanimousl,y. Chairman Quilici asked Don Witmer and 
Doug Booker to get together and work out the funding 
and take a look at the inflation on the books. 

The budget modifications were then discussed (78;A;200). 
Representative Lory moved the .75 FTE for $5,460 each 
year. The motion PASSED unanimously. 

Senator Keating moved the budget modification for 
computer services/non state, found near the end of 
Exhibit No.3. The motion PASSED unanimously. 

Representative Lory moved approval of the funding to be 
the propriety account and the remaining general fund. 
The motion PASSED unanimously. 

There was then discussion on the budget modification for 
equipment (78;A;285). The library is requesting a 
personal computer which requires no training, and a 
cabinet for microforms each year. Representative Lory 
moved approval of $8,505 in FY 1986 and $650 in FY 1987. 
The motion PASSED unanimously. 

District Court Operations: There was discussion on the 
budget issues (78;A;444). Representative Lory moved 
the 36 FTE with no vacancy savings, and the LFA figure 
of $1,994,302 in FY 1986 and $2,002,402 in FY 1987. The 
motion PASSED unanimously. 
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Representative Lory moved the OBPP budget for contracted 
services, the LFA budget for supplies and materials, the 
LFA budget for communications, the OBPP budget for travel, 
the LFA budget for repair and maintenance, and the OBPP 
budget for other expenses. The motion PASSED unanimously. 

Water Courts: Representative Lory moved Judge Lessley's 
budget, which is the OBPP budget. The motion PASSED 
unanimously. 

There was discussion on what action should be taken in 
the event that the Lottery Bill did pass (78;A;680). 

Representative Lory moved to consider the Legislative 
Auditors' budget and change the vacancy savings from 
4 percent to 2 percent in the event of the passage of 
the lottery. The motion PASSED unanimously. 

Representative Lory moved that if the Lottery is passed, 
sufficients funds be transferred from the Lottery Special 
Fund to the Legislative Auditor to pay for the Compliance 
and Safety Audit. The motion PASSED unanimously. 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS: Don ~vitmer reported to the committee 
that they almost have all the funding done. It looks 
like the total amount for the Highway expenditure will be 
around 316 million dollars in FY 1986, and 282 million dollars 
in FY 1987. (78;B;165) 

He also reported to the committee on the Gas Tax Fund. He 
said that the balance of the Gas Tax Fund with the expenditures 
approved by the committee is about $2,000,000, and that is 
a very small balance for such a large account. 

Exhibit No. 4 is language for HB 500 for the Department 
of Highways. 

Department of Justice. 

Highway Patrol: There was discussion on the budget 
modification for Communication Technicians (78;Bi165). 

Representative Lory moved approval of the budget modifica~ion 
for 1 FTE in FY 1986 and an additional FTE, making it two 
FTE in FY 1987. The funding will be from the Highway 
Special Revenue. The motion PASSED unanimously. 
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L. E. N. S.: There was discussion on the budget modification 
for the Regional Dispatch (78;B;244). 

Senator Keating moved the budget modification. The motion 
PASSED unanimously. 

RENT 

There was a brief discussion on rent, and what should be 
the proper amount charged to the agencies (78;B;345). 
Doug Booker is going to draw up some options for the committee 
to look at. 

ADJOURN: There being no further business before the 
committee, the meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m. 

km 

~QUiLICI' Chairman 
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SliPRDlE COURT f\.'ID CLERK OPERATIQ."JS d 1;;J.d-/~s 

FY86 IT87. 
CURRDIT H)DIFIED CURRE;T ~ODrFIED , REQUESTED REQUESTED REQl;ESTED REQUESTED 

". FTE 32.00 4.00 32.00 4.00 
1) Persona 1 Serv ices 

Salaries 839,739 10) 83,953 839,739 83,953 
Benefits 95,761 12,165 97,792 12,207 
Insurance 38,400 4,800 38,400 4,800 

Total 973,900 100,918 975,931 100,960 

". OperatincJ Lxpenses 
2) Contracted Services 

Judicial In tern 2,700 2,700 

r" 
Printing 12,372 12,372 
Montana Rer;:orts 40,560 40,560 
Insurance 2,245 2,255 
Data Processing 14,741 14,741 ,.. Archives -0- 71,500 -0- 71,500 
Sentencing Data Project -0- 5,700 -0-
Judicial Audit 13,750 -O-

r" Total 86,368 77,200 72,628 71,500 

3) Supplies & t--laterials 38,939 11) 1,200 38,939 1,200 

~ 4) Camnmications 37,125 39,445 

)) Travel 22,626 ,'" 12) 4,800 22,626 -0-

6) Rent 
Building 82,622 83,457 
Equiprent 11,401 11,401 

Total 94,023 94,858 

7) Repair and Maintenance 12,907 12,907 

8) Other Expenses 37,136 38,975 

I Total Opera ting E.'<penses 329,124 83,200 320,378 72,700 

9) Equipnent 28,659 13) 29,856 5,163 

Grants 
t-DN'ICLIRC 97,542 100,885 

'IDI'AL PROCRl'~.1 1,429,225 213,974 1,402,357 173,160 
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PR~CE TNDEX POR LEGAL PUBLICATIONS-SUMMARY 

1he cost of legal publications increased in 1932/83. 
Munogra;:>hs went up 8.65% and aU categories of se .. ials 
i:l;:r:!a:-.~d ,7.23%. 

The Rothman green sUp service was the source: 
again this year for the selection of monograph titles. i 
Serial titles and juvenile and library literature ",~~e 
excluded, as they were last year. 

For a more complete listing for the 1982/83 prices, 
see LA W LIBRAR Y JO.URN AL, v. 76, no. 1. 

Category of Mean cost Percentage 
material per title iT1c~<:dse 

over last year 

Monographs t 34.25 8.66% 

All serials 134.61 !7.28% 

Leg'~i 
perivd;::als 22.53 5.82% 

iwselea{s 492.52 15.31% 

Com fi1ercially 
published 
court re;>orters 440.25 13.94% 

Legal 
continuations 159.97 14.56% 

Average increase: 12.60% 

, 



State Law Library 
of Montana 

FY 84 
123,375 

Justice Building • 215 North Sanders 
Helena. MT 59620 • (406) 444-3660 

Modification FY 86-87 

1000 Personal Services 

FY 86 
153,481 

FY 87 
153,481 

Increase from 6.5 FTE to 7.25 FTE. 

Thirty (30) hours per week of student clerical help 
at $3.50 per hour. A modification of $5,460. 

Employee benefits will have to increase accordingly. 

Please note that in FY 84 we were appropriated $149,463 
for 6.S FTE. One FTE was vacant the entire year (and has 
now been filled) and another FTE was vacant for several 
months. These extended vacancy savings will not reoccur. 
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State Law Library 
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Justice Building • 215 North Sanders 
Helena, MT 59620 • (406) 444-3660 

Modification FY 86-87 

3112 Equipment 

FY 86 
$8,505 

FY 87 
$650 

The Law Library purchases as many items as possible in 
microform as opposed to hard copy, in order to save 
both money and space. This' will be a continuing 
program, and will necessitate the annual purchase of 
at least one cabinet for microforms, at S650 per 
cabinet. 

The Law Librarian & professional staff spend an 
inordinant amount of time composing, compiling, 
editing and manipulating words and data manually. 
The purchase of one IBM Personal Computer will be 
used for a multitude of on going and special tasks 
and projects which will benefit the entire state's 
lega 1 cornmuni ty. 

The price for thp IBM PC/AT with 512K of memory, 
a printer, and the necess~ry cables and adapters 
is $6,462. Software for database management, 
WESTLAW compatibility and other network linkage, 
spread sheets and other graphics and modeling 
is $1,392. 
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H8 500 

In the event additional federal highway funds become available, addi
tional spending authority and additional FTE may be requested through budget 
amendment. 

The Legislature anticipates the department will proceed during the 1987 
biennium with the projects and right-of-way acquisitions listed in its revised 
work plan presented to the Legislative Subcommittee on General Government and 
Highw~y and spend funds substantially in accordance with the estimated 
expenditures shown on that work plan. The department shall report to the 1987 
Legislature any significant deviation in projects undertaken or funds expended 
from that work plan. The department will be allowed to adjust appropriations 
in between fiscal years and funding sources to reflect actual 
expenditures related to the projected work plan. 

The department shall manage the program with the intent to end the 
1986-87 biennium with approximately a $10 million cash balance in the Highway 
Special Revenue Account in the State Special Revenue Fund. 

The Department of Highways is directed to submit to the 1987 legislature 
a construction work plan for the 1989 biennium that is detailed by year, 
project phase, and fund. This \'/ork plan must specify, by road syster:l or 
project area, proposed projects on which $1 million or more would be spent 
during the 1989 biennium and an aggregate cost for projects with anticipated 
expenditure~ of less than $1 million. Costs must be detailed by year, fund, 
and project phase. 

Th~ Legislature anticipates that the maintenance division will receive by 
budget amendment spending authority for any funds in Excess of $396,530 in 
fiscal 1986 and $401,688 in fiscal 1987 that it collects from accounts 
receivable. 

Funding may be transferred among all programs including stores inventory 
to reflect actual personal services expenditures. 

The department is authorized 'to transfer $3,700,000 from the Highway 
Special Revenue Account in the State Special Revenue Fund to the Stores 
Program in the State Special Revenue Fund as contributed capital in fiscal 
year 86. The department is instructed to develop a pricing structure in the 
Stores Inventory Progra~ to maintain a cash balance and prepare budgets for 
the 1989 biennium in accordance with this plan. ' 

The department anticipates a cash transfer of $32,050,000 in fiscal year 
1986 and $29,600,000 in fiscal year 1987 from the Highway Special Revenue 
Account to the Highway Reconstruction Trust Account. 

The Internal Service Program contaills $207,666 in Fiscal Year 1987 for 
overhaul of the department's airplane. In the event the repair is not 
reouired, the department shall revert this spending authority. 
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