
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT fu~D HIGHWAYS SUBCOMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE 
JOINT SUBCOMMITTEE 

February 11, 1985 

The meeting of the General Government and Highways Subcommittee 
was called to order by Chairman Quilici on February 11, 1985 
at 7:00 a.m. in Room 437 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present with the exception of 
Senator Stimatz, who was excused. Also present were Don 
Witmer and Cliff Roessner from the LFA Office, and Norm 
Rostocki from the Governor's Office. 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

Gary Wicks, Director of the Department of Highways, told the 
commi ttee the department's accomplishments over the last 
two years (57;B;01). He said that 90 percent of the projects 
have been on schedule. Exhibit No. 1 is a list of projects 
that were scheduled for FY 1985 but have been delayed and 
the reasons why, and also a list of scheduled projects that 
were not included in the 1983 Legislative Book for FY 1985. 

Exhibit No.2 is the current level budget for the department. 
There was discussion on the budget issues (57iB;150). The 
revised current level budget for the agency is found on 
Exhibit No.3. Seventy of the seventy-four miles of the 
Interstate left to be completed will be let to contract by 
end of FY 1985. 

Exhibit No.4 is the cash flow for the Department of Highways. 
By keeping the heavy trucks off the roads, Gary Wicks feels 
that the department is clearly saving the pavement. 

There was discussion on the Highway Earmarked Fund (58;AiOl). 
Gary Wicks feels that the Appropriations Committee should 
look at the Highway Earmarked Fund just like they do the 
General Fund. Exhibit No. 5 is a graph that shows the gas 
tax distribution. 

General Operations Program: Gary Wicks then explained the 
budget for the General Operations Program found on Exhibit 
No.6. There was discussion on the conversion to the 
State Budgeting Accounting System (SBAS) (58;A;200). 
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Gary Wicks went through the budget issues found in 
Exhibit No. 6 on the third page. Exhibit No. 7 is the 
budget modification requesting an additional 1.5 FTE 
for a word processor. 

Gross Vehicle Weight Division: Exhibit No. 8 is the 
budget for the division. Gary Wicks explained the budget 
issues found in the exhibit (58iBi340). Exhibit No.9 
is the budget modification requesting additional FTE 
for assistant district supervisors out in the field, 
three to staff the Havre weigh station, and four for 
the Saltese station (59iAi130). 

construction: Exhibit No. 10 is the budget for the 
Construction Program (59;A;470). The budget issues were 
discussed. Don Harriott, Administrator for the Engineering 
Division, explained testing details of materials used in 
making pavement (59;Bi65). 

There was discussion on the training of employees (59;B;300). 
The department wants to get all employees certified. 
There was confusion on the differences in the LFA figures 
and the OBPP figures in contracted services. Don Witmer 
and Gary Wicks are going to straig~ten out the problem 
for Executive Session. The department wants to 
continue the expenditures for this training from 1986 
into 1987. 

There was discussion on equipment and the need for 
scheduled replacement. Senator Keating suggested that 
it would help the LFA and the committee if the justification 
for new equipment would be listed on what kind of jobs are 
coming up in the future and what specific kind of equipment 
the department will need (59;B;545). 

There was a short recess. 

The budget modification requesting additional FTE is 
found on the last page of Exhibit ~o. 10. This is the 
estimated number of FTE needed to get the job done. If 
the department doesn't need the ?~= then they won't 
use them (59iB;660). Senator Keating asked if the 17.15 
FTE were specific types or positions that they don't 
already have. Gary Wicks told him that they already 
have the same kind of positions, but not the FTE level 
to do the job (59jBi690). 
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Senator Gage asked if they had problem with vacancy 
savings. They don't in the construction program, but 
they do in the maintenance and equipment category. 
Senator Keating noted that in other agencies if they 
run short in either areas of personal services or 
operating expenses that they move money back and 
forth, he wanted to know the Department of Highways' 
history of moving personal services money and 
operating expenses money back and forth. They have 
to do it in FY 1985, but usually they don't do much 
flip-flopping (60;A;21). 

Helen O'Connell, Representative from District 40, carne 
and testified against centralization of the right-of-way. 
(60;A;115) 

Preconstruction Program: Exhibit No. 11 is the budget for 
the program. Gary Wicks went over the budget issues 
(60iA;250). 

There was then discussion on centralization (60;A;300). 
Gary Wicks explained some of his reasons for organizing 
this centralization. The reasons included closer 
supervision, other states found it more advantageous, 
workers not being in one perminent place because they 
are now working on the Primary System instead of the 
Interstate System, and they co~ld save some FTE positions. 

Senator Keating asked if this centralization would make 
the department have fewer grade 14 employees. Gary Wicks 
said they would have fewer positions in the Helena office 
than they would have had if they maintained the field 
district structure and given the increase workload (60;A;609). 
By centralization, they are saving six positions (60;B;lO). 
Because of this centralization, travel expenses have gone 
up and Don Witmer is going to explain reasons to the 
committee at a later time. 

ADJOU&~: The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m. because 
the Representative were meeti~g at noon. 

km / 
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/- G. V.W. Form 89 
Revised 5-83 

DISTRICT 1 

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

Date & Time Start APRIL 16, 1984 

Date & Time Finish APRIL 19, 1984 

Location: Hwy' s # 1-90 , Nearest Town(s) __ SA_L_T_E_SE ______ _ 

Di stri ct(s) Worked 1 ----
Scale: Permanent # --- Type of Scale: Platform -----

Portable #63-340 Portable Loadometer X -----
#63- 343 Portable Eldec X ------

Eldec # 120 & #122 

Number of Trucks: Northbound -0- South -0- East 1050 West 790 

Total Trucks Checked __ 1_7_40 ___ Total Trucks Weighed (Platform) 

Total Trucks Weighed (Portable) __ 1_1_0_5 __ _ 

Total Trucks Adjusted and Reduced to Legal Load ___ =39"'-________ _ 

Number of Notices to Appear Issued (GVW 51 PSC 91 ) TOTAL --=1~42::...-_ 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF BOND REQUESTED (GV1..J $14,285. PSC $ 7,025. ) TOTAL $ 21,310.00 

FINANCIAL: 
G.V.W. FORt~ 2 (CUSTOM COMBINE) No. Issued -0- TOTAL FEES S -0-
G.V.W. FORt·1 3 (GVw FEES) No. Issued -0- TOTAL FEES $ -0-
G.V.W. FORM 13 (L.P.G.) No. Issued I TOTAL FEES $ 30.00 
G. V.W. FORt~ 32 

(LPG TRIP PERMITS) No. Issued -0- TOTAL FEES $ -0-
(DIESEL TRIP PERMITS) No. Issued 153 TOTAL FEES $ 4590.00 
(TEMP. TRIP PERMITS) No. Issued 190 TOTAL FEES $ 4995. 00 
(RR-LP) No. Issued 5 TOTAL FEES $ 440.00 
(OVERSIZE) No. Issued 15 TOTAL F':ES $ 215.00-
(OVERWEIGHT) No. Issued 11 . TOTAL FEES $ 460.00 
7% WEIGHT PERMITS No. Issued 10 TOTAL FEES $ 100.00 
mpl. DEALER No. Issued -0- TOTAL FEES $ -0-

MF-38 FUEL BOND No. Issued 13 TOTAL FEES $1300.00 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF FINANC~AL STATIONERY $ 12,130.00 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF BOND ~1ONEY REOllFSTFn AND FINANCIAL STATIONERY SOLD $ 33,440.00 

12 ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

390 MAN HOURS 

SALARIES 
OVERTIME 
EXPENSES 

TOTALS 

$2,760.34 
2,410.03 

944.00 

$6,114.37 

~ 
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