
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LONG-RANGE PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

February 6, 1985 

The meeting of the Long-Range Planning Subcommittee was 
called to order by Chairman Robert Thoft on Febru~ry 6, 
1985 at 8:08 a.m. in Room 420 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS, COAL TAX PARK 
PROPOSALS: ... Tames Flynn (42:A:009), Director, Depart
ment of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FW&P) explained the 
Coal Tax Park Proposal Book (EXHIBIT 1) which contains 
all of the information received by the department on 
each of the park proposals. 

The Anaconda Stack, Anaconda, Donation 

Proponents: Senator Jack Haffey (42:A:035), District 
33, spoke as a proponent of the project. He said the 
benefits of having the stack as a state park far 
outweigh the risks. He said the stack is symbolic of 
Montana's mining history. He said the state park will 
increase tourism in the area. 

Representative William "Red" Menahan (42:A:066), 
District 67, spoke on behalf of the project. He said 
the stack has historic significance and that the 
majority of the community is behind this proposal. 

Representative Robert Marks (42:A:092), District 75, 
said he is a proponent of the project because the stack 
is a part of Montana's heritage and his own. His 
ancestors came to Montana to build the stack. He said 
the stack is a reminiscent reminder of the past. 

Next the committee saH a slide presentation on the 
AnRconda stack. The presentation covered the construc
tion and history of the stack. It also detailed the 
proposal to donate the stack to the state as a park. 

Representative NRncy Keenan (42:A:219), District 66, 
spoke as a proponent of the project. Representative 
Menahan (42:A:222) said Senator J. D. Lynch, District 
34, also wanted the record to reflect him as a propo
nent of the project. 

Bob Vine (42:A:227), President, Anacondans to Preserve 
the Stack said this proposal is a one shot deal and 
they will not be back at a later date (EXHIBIT 2). Dan 
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Worsdal, City Manager, Anaconda spoke on behalf of the 
project and submitted written testimony (EXHIBIT 3). 
Jim Davison (42:A:248), Manager, Anaconda Local Devel
opment Corporation said the park site will help to 
develop tourism in the area, create jobs for 200 people 
and bring in $5,000,000 annually to the area. Joe 
Calnan (42:A:265), former mayor of Anaconda appeared as 
a proponent. Debbie Siders (42:A:271), Manager, 
Anaconda Chamber of Commerce presented written 
testimony (EXHIBIT 4). Fred Quivik (42:A:288) repre
senting the Butte Historical Society read a letter of 
support from the Butte-Silver Bow Chamber of Commerce 
(EXHIBIT 5). He said the Butte Historical Society is 
working on an integrated tourism plan for Butte and 
Anaconda and it sees the stack proposal as a key 
feature in its plan. Alice Finnegan (42:A:305), 
Director, Tri-County Historical Association submitted 
written testimony (EXHIBIT 6). Margie Smith 
(42:A:330), Secretary, Anacondans to Preserve the Stack 
spoke about funds which have been raised and will be 
given to the state for the cost of lighting the stack. 
Ms. Smith also submitted written testimony (EXHIBIT 7). 

Charleen Hagan (42:A:359) read a sampling of letters 
from school children who support the stack proposal 
(EXHIBITS 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 AND 13). James "Pete" Smith 
(42:A:394), Treasurer, Anacondans to Preserve the Stack 
spoke about the stack being structurally sound. Mike 
Finnegan (42:A:409) said most of the arsenic pollution 
is at the bottom of the stack and Cleveland Wrecking 
will be doing the cleanup of the soil around the base 
of the stack. Mr. Finnegan also submitted te~timony 
(EXHIBIT 14). David Corbett (42:A:417) on-site monitor 
for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) said the 
contamination is in the first 5 to 10 feet inside the 
stack. This area contains flue dust and the dust will 
have to be removed. The top soil around the base of 
the stack and some rubble will also have to be removed. 
John Struznik (4?:A:429), a former employee of Schultz 
Construction Company, worked with the company at the 
time the steel bands were placed on the stack. He read 
a telegram from the construction superintendent on the 
iob and submitted it as written testimony (EXHIBIT IS). 
~ary Riley (42:A:467) submitted written testimony 
(EXHIBIT 16). Tom Dickson (42:A:476) said he would 
hate to see a monument to the smokestack industry be 
destroyed. Willie Lescantz (42:A:484) submitted 
written testimony (EXHIBIT 17). Warren Strom 
(42:A:490) submitted written testimony (EXHIBIT 18). 
He also handed out a small pamphlet on the construction 
of the stack (EXHIBIT 19). Dora Goodman (42:A:500) 
said she feels strongly about keeping the stack as a 
landmark. Charleen Hagan (42:A:506) spoke again 
briefly about the visibility of the stack. 
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Opponents: Maggie Snow (42:A:531) and her husband Lee 
Snow (42:B:536) submitted written testimony (EXHIBIT 
20). Mr. Snow said he would like to tell the coromittee 
where they got their cost estimates on the maintenance 
of the stack. The figures for the fencing, lighting 
and replacement of the rim were in the Anaconda Leader. 
Other figures came from letters written by Omar Schultz 
to th~ Anaconda Company. Mr. and Mrs. Snow both 
testified on the large costs involved in maintaining 
the stack. Mrs. Snow (42:B:001) pointed out that the 
Anaconda Company has specific requirements which have 
to be maintained by the new owner of the stack. These 
requirements are: 1) to accept legal and fiscal 
responsibility; 2) to pay for and maintain the light
ing; 3) provide liability insurance; 4) around the 
clock security; 5) a safety zone of 750 feet radius; 6) 
funding to cover not only the initial cost but the 
yearly maintenance as well; and 7) the structure will 
have to be capped. Mr. Snow (42:B:048) said the 
tourist season in Anaconda is very short and the area 
around the stack is not very pleasant. Mr. Snow said 
if the state accepts the stack as a park donation and, 
at a later date, it is determined the stack must be 
demolished then the state will have to pay for it. Mr. 
and Mrs. Snow also submitted a copy of a petition 
signed by 852 citizens of Anaconda who oppose the stack 
park proposal (EXHIBIT 21) and a news article on the 
background and maintenance of the stack (EXHIBIT 22) • 

Senator Fuller (42:B:103) asked if there has been any 
pledge or financial support from the city of Anaconda 
or the lcoal government for the project. Dan Worsdal 
said the city has not been approached for financial 
support but there have been many private donations from 
the community for the preservation of the stack. 

Representative Bardanouve asked how much damage was 
done to the stack during the Madison Earthquate. John 
Struznik said a crack extends 100 to 125 feet up the 
chimney and metal bands have been put on to control the 
crack. He said the crack in no way endangers or 
impairs the soundness of the structure. He also said, 
since there is no longer a temperature differenciation 
between the inside and the outside of the stack, growth 
in the crack will be small. Representative Bardanouve 
(42:B:134) asked if a 1/5 foot crack is not a serious 
situation to consider. Mr. Struznik said the crack is 
vertical, and therefore, does not present a structural 
problem. If it ran horizontally it would create a 
structural problem. Representative Bardanouve also 
wanted to know the cost of removing the top 10 feet of 
brick and capping the stack. Dnn Hyyppa (42:B:179), 
Administrator, Parks Division, FW&P said it is reCOID-
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mended the top be repaired, but it does not necess~rily 
have to be done. The stack could stand indefinitely 
without this repair. If repaired immediately Mr. Omar 
Schultz said he will repair the top for about $20,000 
to $25,000. Mr. Hyyppa said the lighting of the stack 
will be the responsibility of the state once the 
Atlantic Richfield Corporation (ARCO) leaves the site. 
Mr. Hyyppa said the cost estimate for lighting is $400 
a month, but this might be reduced by use of more 
judicious lighting. Mr. Hyyppa said a fence should be 
installed, but the placement of the fence would be 
determined by how much access the public will be given 
at the site. Mr. Hyyppa said he did not see a need for 
a 24 hour guard. 

Representative Bardanouve (42:B:226) said he would like 
to see an official statement, from ARCO, concerning 
donation restrictions. Senator Van Valkenburg 
(42:B:247) asked Mr. Hyyppa what he knows about the 
hazardous materials at the bottom of the stack and the 
super fund as it relates to the state's potential for 
liability. Mr. Hyyppa said the EPA is now studying the 
site and the cleanup has not yet been totally 
stipulated. He said if the state is to take possession 
of the stack, the department will make sure the state 
is not liable for cleanup of any toxic materials. If 
EPA determines an adequate cleanup of the area cannot 
be done, it would not be possible to allow public 
access to the site. Senator Van Valkenburg said he 
does not want ARCO to evade the cleanup issue and he 
would like their response on this matter. 
Representative Bardanouve said he would like their 
response in writing. 

Amazon Trail, Montana City to Basin, S168,OOO 

Proponents: Rebecca Gilmer (42:B:396) spoke as a 
p~oponent of the project and described the park propos
al for the Amazon Trail (EXHIBIT 23). Curty Hagerty 
(42:B:469) spoke as a proponent of the project and 
submitted written testimony (EXHIBIT 24). He a.lso 
showed the committee several photographs of SC8nes 
along the trail such as the trestle. 

John Zeeck (42:B:546) submitted written testimony on 
behalf of the proiect (EXHIBIT 25). Jean Schmitz 
(42:B:594) appeared on behalf of the project saying she 
and her family use the railway bed for hiking and 
picnicing. They support the park proposal. Rebecca 
Gilmer read a letter of support from Sam and Joanne 
Samson and submitted it to the committee (EXHIBIT 26). 
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Opponents: Robert Moss (42:B:646) spoke as an opponent 
of the project. He said he owns property around the 
Wickes area and the trail crosses his land three times 
in less than a mile. He believes the trail proposal 
will create a nuisance for private land owners who 
already have problems with people using it and 
tresspassing on to private property. He said he is 
worried about sanitation problems that will occur with 
public use. He also wondered how motor vehicles will 
be kept off the railbed. 

Senator Fuller (43:A:048) asked if Burlington Northern 
(BN) has been approached about leasing the railbed 
rather than selling it. Ms. Gilmer said they want to 
sell it. Representative Bardanouve (43:A:I06) asked if 
Mr. Moss will consider working out maintenance provi
sions with FW&P, if th~ committee does acauire the 
Amazon Trail. He said he will. 

Representative Robert Marks (43:A:121), District 75, 
said he felt the proposal has some good points, but 
wanted the committee to be aware of some other items 
for consideration. He said he has been contacted by 
people concerning access to their private property 
which borders the trail. Representative Marks said he 
has a personal interest in this proposal since it goes 
through a mile a~d a half of his ranch. He said he has 
contacted BN about acquiring the property because it 
will allow for better control of access to his 
property. He also pointed out that some property 
owners have land on both sides of the railroad and the 
trail will preclude movement of livestock from one side 
to another. He said the north end of the trail is in 
an area which is fairly developed and rural fire 
departments are inquiring into the use of the property 
for fire stations and lanes. He does not think the 
proposal is bad, but thought a portion of the trail 
should be selected to fit recreation needs. 

Senator Van Valkenburg (43:A:176) asked Mr. Delano (BN 
representative) if the railroad would be willing to 
sell smaller portions of the trail for the same per 
mile cost as the entire proposal. Mr. Delano said he 
could not speak specifically on this subject, but 
thought BN would be willing to do so. Ms. Gilmer said 
they are willing to sell less. Senator Van Valkenburg 
asked what it will cost to maintain the 13 miles of the 
trail between Corbin and Boulder. Mr. Hyyppa said 
after the initial cost for fencing, management costs 
will only be a few thousand dollars a year. Senator 
Fuller asked if the new mine in the Wickes area will 
come close to the trail. Representative Marks said it 
will take in a portion near Wickes for a settling pond. 
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Butte-Anaconda and Pacific Railroad (BA&P), $350,000 
(Operation Only) 

Don Hyyppa (43:A:315) spoke briefly about the park 
proposal to make a tourism railroad between Butte and 
Anaconda. 

Proponents: Jim Carton (43:A:332) spoke about the 
dismantling of Montana's railway history. He said he 
felt this park proposal is good because the railroad is 
in good condition and the area is unique. He said the 
railway between Butte and Anaconda is the best illus
tration of a Victorian railway in the country. He said 
railroads helped to build Montana and are significant 
to Montana history. He gave the committee a copy of an 
article from Sunset Magazine (EXHIBIT 27) about old 
railways in other states which are being used for 
tourist attractions. 

Fred Quivik (43:A:659), Architectural Historian, 
Renewable Technologies Incorporated, is working with 
the Butte Historical Society to put together a ~aster 
plan for the development of a series of integrated 
parks in the Butte/Anaconda area. He gave a slide 
presentation on some of the sites in Butte, along the 
railroad and in Anaconda which will serve as parks and 
tourist attractions. He said this project will give 
the BA&P seed money for the development of the inte
grated park idea. The BA&P hopes to become self 
supporting in the future. 

Senator Van Valkenburg (43:B:065) asked who the indi
viduals a~e who wants to buy the railroad from BN. Mr. 
Quivik said the individuals who manage BA&P are trying 
to purchase the railroad. They propose to use it as a 
tourist railroad and as a shortline freight haul. 

Kleffner/Child Ranch, East Helena, $931,000 

Proponents: Senator David Fuller (43:B:120), District 
22, spoke as a proponent of the park acquisition and 
introduced the proposal to committe~ members. He said 
the legislature has a rare opportunity to do something 
for the people of the state with the Kleffner Ranch. 
He said he is delighted to be the sponsor of this 
project because of its potential for good public 
policy. He said his own desires and wishes for the 
ranch fit well within this policy. He named various 
supporters of the project including the city of East 
Helena, city of Helena, Lewis and Clark County, Helena 
Chamber of Commerce, Montana Chamber of Commerce, East 
Helena Kiwanis Club and Mr. John DeHaas, a historical 
architect from MSU (EXHIBITS 28, 29, 30 AND 31). 
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Senator Fuller said Mr. Kleffner has paid for an 
appraisal of the property (EXFIBIT 32) and pointed out 
that, if he were to subdivide the land for development, 
he would make substantially more than by selling it to 
the state. Senator Fuller said the group supporting 
the project has been actively seeking private 
contributions from other sources. Mr. Kleffner has 
agreed to donate $100,000 to the project either by 
reducing the price or by establishing a trust fund for 
maintenance of the park. Senator Fuller said the group 
has applied for a $50,000 to $100,000 grant from 
Burlington Northern. They have also held preliminary 
discussions with ASARCO and other private 
organizations. These organizations will not commit 
funding to the project until the site is a state park. 
The group's goal is to make the park self-supporting. 
Senator Fuller said he though the ranch will be an 
ideal location for many activities involving Montana's 
Centennial Celebration. 

Ted Doney (43:B:191), lobbyist, Kleffner/Child Histori
cal Ranch introduced further proponents of the project. 

Representative Robert Marks (43:B:195), District 75, 
spoke as a proponent of the project. He said the 
history of the Kleffner Ranch spans n long period of 
time. He said it is a unique piece of ground because a 
creek runs through it and it has not been developed. 
He said he feels it is very generous of Mr. Kleffner to 
hold the land in a trust instead of developing it. 

Mr. Doney pointed out the book, State Park -
Agricultural Museum, to committee Members (EXHIBIT 33). 

Mr. Paul Kleffner (43:B:226) thanked the committee for 
hearing this proposal. He introduced his wife, broth
er, sister-in-law, daughter and son-in-law. Mr. 
Kleffner said he and his wife have lived on the ranch 
for 42 years. He told the committee about his back
ground and how he and his wife came to own the ranch. 
He said he and Mrs. Kleffner have seven children, all 
of whom live away from home. He said he has thought 
about leaving the ranch to his children but the value 
on it is quite high and they cannot afford to buy it at 
the current market value. He even though about divid
ing it up into seven pieces but disregarded this idea 
for numerous reasons. Mr. Kleffner said both he and 
his wife would love to see the ranch become a ntate 
park becuase then their children and grandchildren 
can always return to visit it. 

Representative Gene Donaldson (43:B:414), spoke as a 
proponent of the project and he said he felt access to 
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the creek is an important issue in the proposal. The 
creek runs through one mile of the property and, in an 
area where access is limited, this would be of great 
value to the community. 

Lois McBride (43:B:451) showed a slide presentation on 
the property and talked about the historical signifi
cance of the sight. 

Robert Archibald (43:B:589), Director, Montana Histori
cal Society appeared on behalf of the project. He said 
the Historical Society helped to get the property on 
the National Register for Historic Sites. In order to 
be put in the register a site must meet one of two 
criteria. It must have historical significance or 
architectural uniqueness. This ranch meets both of 
these criteria. Mr. Archibald said the ranch has a 
great potential as a recreational site because it is so 
close to an urban area. 

Mr. Doney left a copy of Farm and Ranch IJiving with the 
committee. The magazine contains an article on the 
Kelffner Barn (EXHIBIT 34). 

Chairman Thoft (43:B:686) wanted the record to reflect 
Representative Bardanouve as a proponent of the propos
al. 

Don Hyyppa (43:B:709) said the department can attest to 
the potential and good condition of the site. 

NOTE: The discussion which took place from this point 
on in the meeting is not recorded on tape. The tape 
containing this portion of the meeting was inadvertent
ly erased. 

Senator Van Valkenburg asked Mr. Hyyppa if the depart
ment has estimated ongoing maintenance costs for the 
park. Mr. Ryyppa said the department has not tried to 
calculate these figures. He said the park would need a 
full-time custodian. He also said he felt the facili
ties need to be utilized on a full-time basis and the 
agricultural museum is a good adaptive use for the 
barn. He felt the Historical Society and the Depart
ment of Agriculture should be involved in the planning 
of such a museum or other adaptive uses. He said the 
department is in favor of the maintenance trust fund. 
Senator Van Valkenbur~ asked if there are park uses for 
the additional 600 acres of land. Mr. Hyyppa said the 
additional acres could be used as a living farm but he 
did not feel this is the best option for the property. 
He said the other acreage does not have park potential, 
but it could be used for agricultural means to support 
the park. 
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Senator Van Valkenburg asked Mr. Kleffner if any 
antique furnishings are included in the purchase price. 
Mr. Kleffner said yes most are. There are a few pieces 
he would like to keep, but most of the items are 
included as part of the package. 

Representative Bardanouve asked what insurance costs 
are on the property. Mr. Kleffner said he has a 
blanket policy which runs about $2,000 to $2,500 a 
year. Representative Bardanouve asked if the land 
south of the house and barn are used for agricultural 
purposes. Mr. Kleffner said it is. It is a flood 
irrigated meadow. Representative Bardanouve asked Mr. 
Kleffner to estimate the income which could be obtained 
off of this ground. Mr. Kelffner said the ground will 
support about 75 animal units (at one animal unit/acre) 
and estimating a price of $10.00 per animal unit the 
land would generate an income of S750.00 per month, for 
five months of the year. 

Mr. Kleffner invited the subcommittee to tour the 
property at a later date. 

Mr. Hyyppa asked the committee if the department should 
begin to negotiate details of a possible contract with 
ARCO on the stack proposal. This would give the 
committee an idea of the criteria by which ARCO will 
donate the stack to the state. Representative 
Bardanouve said he feels the cost potential for main
taining the stack could be a staggering expense. He 
said he feels the contract for donation needs to be 
ironclad on cleanup responsibilities for the toxic 
waste at the stack. 

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA, CAMPUS TOUR: Senator Van 
Valkenburg said the tour of the University of Montana 
campus will be held on February 9th. 

There being no further business before the subcommittee 
the meeting was adjourend at 11:50 a.m. 

ROBERT THOFT, Chairman 
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Park Coal Tax Legislative History 

In 1975, the 44th State Legislature created the State's Coal 

Severence Tax. Twenty-five percent of the earned revenue from 

the Severence Tax was placed in the Constitutional Trust Fund and 

75% was distributed to state agencies. Two and one half percent 

of total collections were allocated to the State Park System out 

of the agency portion. One half of this amount (1 1/4%) was 

placed in a trust fund and half in the earned revenue account for 

expenditure. The interest from the trust fund was returned to 

the trust fund. 

CCAL TAX LEGISLATIVE HISTCRY 
RLLOCRTION FO~HULR 

IN 1975 
STRTE PRRK TRUST 1.25. 

ERRNED REVENUE RCCOUNT 1.25~ 

DISTRIBUTED TO RGENCIES 75.0% 

1 



In 1977, the law was amended to allow sites acquired with local 

tax funds to he maintained with Coal Tax Funds. The same 

l~gi~]ation provided that Capitol Ruilding artwork roula h0 

maintained using the Parks Coal Tax earnings. 

After December 31, 1979, 50% of the coal severence tax 

collections were allocated to the Constitutional Trust Fund and 

50% distributed to agencies. The State Park System received 5% 

of the half distributed to agencies (2 1/2% of total 

collections). This entire amount was allocated to the State Park 

Trust Fund and only the interest was allowed to be spent. 

CCAL TAX LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
ALLOCATION FORHULA 

AFTER DECEHBER 31. 1979 

DISTRIBUTED TO AGENCIES 
50.0X 

In 1981, the 5% of collections allocated to the nonexpendab1e 

State Park Trust Fund was divided: 

2 



rI 

1/3 (0.83% of total collections) for protection of works of 

art in the state capitol and other cultural and 

aesthetic projects and 

2/3 (1.67% of total collections) for the acquisition of 

state Park System sites and for the operation and 

maintenance of sites so acquired. 

This language added specificity to the 1977 amendment. 

COAL TAX LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
RLLOCRTION FORHULR 

IN 1981 

DISTRIBUTED TO RGEHCIES 
50.0>: 

3 



The 1983, State Legislature prescribed additional changes to 

occur in 1986 and 1987 as described below. 

Starting July 1, 1986 and ending June 30, 1987, 6% of the coal 

severence tax collections are to be allocated to the Highway 

Reconstruction Trust Fund account. This will essentially reduce 

the portion to be distributed to agencies to 44% of total 

collections. The State Park System share will be proportionally 

reduced. 

CCAL TAX LEGISLATIVE HISTCRY 

HIGHWRYS 6.0% 

CUL TURRL O. 73z~M1ffi;P:; 
STATE PARK TRUST 1 .... •n '..-'Y-V 

ALl~CATION F~RHULA 

FR~H JULY 1. 1986 THRU JUNE 30. 1987 

DISTRIBUTED T~ RGENCIES 
44.0% 

4 



Starting July 1, 1987, and ending June 30, 1993, 12% of the coal 

severence tax collections are to be allocated to the Highway 

Reconstruction Trust Fund account. This will aqain reduce the 

amount to be distributed to agencies and the amount left for the 

State Park System. 

CDAL TAX LEGISLATIVE HISTDRY 

CIJLTURtlL IJ. 

STRIE PAhK TRUST 1.2 

ALLOCATION FORMULA 
STflRTING JULY 1. 1987 AND ENDING JUNE 30. 1993 

DISTRIBUTED TO AGENCIES 
38.07. 

After June 30, 1993 the allocation formula will revert to that 

represented by 1981 unless further legislative changes are made 

in the interim. 

5 



State Park and Coal Tax Law 

The State Organic Act specifies the areas of responsibility 

assigned to the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 

Subsequent coal tax legislation provides one means by which to 

respond to this ohligation. 

State Organic Act 

State Parks 

23-1-101. Purpose. For the purpose of conserving the 
scenic, historic, archaeologic, scientific, and recreational 
resources of the state and providing for their use and 
enjoyment, thereby contributing to the cultural, 
recreational, and economic life of the people and their 
health, the department of fish, wildlife, and parks 
(hereinafter referred to as department) is hereby vested 
with the duties and powers hereinafter set forth. 

History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 
178, L. 1953; amd. Sec. 1, 
Ch. 2, L. 1977; amd. Sec. 13, 
1947, 62-301; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 

6 

48, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 
Ch. 69, L. 1965; amd. Sec. 1, 
Ch. 417, L. 1977; R.C.M. 
218, L. 1979. 



Coal Tax Trust Fund 

15-35-108. Disposal of severance taxes. Severance 
taxes collected under the provisions of this chapter are 
allocated as follows: 

(1) To the trust fund created by Article IX, section 
5, of the Montana constitution, 25% of total collections a 
year. After December 31, 1979, 50% of coal severance tax 
collections are allocated to this trust fund. The trust fund 
moneys shall be deposited in the fund established under 
17-6-203(5) and invested by the board of investments as 
provided by law. 

(2) Startlng July I, 1986, and ending June 30, 1987, 
6% of coal severance tax collections are allocated to the 
highway reconstruction trust fund account in the state 
special revenue fund. Starting July I, 1987, and ending June 
30, 1993, 12% of coal severance tax collections are 
allocated to the highway reconstruction trust fund account 
in the state special revenue fund. 

(3) Coal severance tax collections remaining after the 
allocations provided by sUbsections (1) ,and (2) are 
allocated in the following percentages of the remaining 
balance: 

(a) to the county in which coal is mined, 2% of the 
severance tax paid on the coal mined in that county until 
January 1, 1980, for such purposes as the governing body of 
the county may determine; 

(b) 2 1/2% until December 31, 1979, and thereafter 
4 1/2% to the state special revenue fund to the credit of 
the alternative energy research development and 
demonstration account; 

(c) 26 1/2% until July 1, 1979, and thereafter 37 1/2% 
to the state special revenue fund to the credit of the local 
impact and education trust fund account; 

(d) for each of the 2 fiscal years following June 30, 
1977, 13% to the state special revenue fund to the credit of 
the coal area hlghway improvement account; 

(e) 10% to the state special revenue fund for state 
equalization aid to public schools of the state; 

(f) 1% to the state special revenue f~nd to the credit 
of the county land planning account; 

(g) 1 1/4% to the credit of the renewable resource 
development bond fund; 

(h) 5% to a nonexpendable trust fund for the purpose 
of parks acquisition or management, protection of works of 
art in the state capitol, and other cultural and aesthetic 
projects. Income from this trust fund shall be appropriated 
as follows: 

(i) 1/3 for protection of works of art in the state 
capitol and other cultural and aesthetic projects; and 

(ii) ,2/3 for the acqui si tion of si tes and areas 
described in 23-1-102 and the operation and maintenance of 
sites so acquired; 

(i) 1% to the state special revenue fund to the credit 
of the state library commission for the purposes of 
providing basic library services for the residents of all 
counties through library federations and for payment of the 
costs of particlpating in regional and national networking; 

(j) 1/2 of 1% to the state special revenue fund for 
conservation districts; 

(k) 1 1/4% to the debt service fund type to the credit 
of the water development debt service fund; 

(1) all other revenues from severance taxes collected 
under the provisions of this chapter to the credit of the 
general fund of the state. 



Proposal Submission 

23-1-108. ACquisition of certain state parks, 
monuments, or historical sites. (1) Any person, association, 
or representative of a governing unit may submit a proposal 
for the acquisition of a site or area described in 23-1-102 
from the income of the trust fund created in 15-35-108 to 
the department of fish, wildlife, and parks by December 1 of 
the year preceding the convening of a legislative session. 

(2) The fish and game commission shall present to the 
legislature by the 15th day of any legislative session a 
list of areas, sites, or objects that were proposed for 
purchase for use as state parks, state recreational areas, 
state monuments, or state historical sites with the money 
contained in the parks account. 

(3) The legislature must appropriate funds from this 
account before any park, area, monument, or site may be 
purchased. . 

History: En. Sec. - 3, Ch. 653, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 2, 
Ch. 218, L. 1979. 
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What Kinds of Areas Qualify for the 

State Park System? 

As set forth by law, the purpose of the State Park System is to 

ronserve the scenic, historic, archaeologic, scientific, and 

recreational resources of the state and provide for their use and 

enjoyment, thereby contributing to the cultural, recreational and 

economic life of the people and their health. The Department of 

Fish, wildlife and Parks was given the statutory authority to 

acouire for the state any areas, sites, or obj ects wh ich in its 

opinion should be held, improved, and maintained as State Parks, 

State Recreation Areas, State Monuments, or State Historlc Sites. 

It is these park system components that are eligible to receive 

Coal Tax funding. 

In the late 1960's a classification descrihing the purposes and 

physical characteristics of several types of State Park System 

areas was developed and adopted as part of the Administrnt i ve 

Rules of Montana. thp. Department classifie0 state parks, state 

monuments, state recreation areas, state recreational waterways 

and others according to several criteria. 

'J:'hese criteria provide 

park system components, 

standards for acquiring and designating 

as well as for determining appropriate 

development and management procedures. 

9 



Criteria for Park System Components 
STATE PARKS 
Purpose: 

To provide high-quality recreation experiences distinc
tive and notable enough to attract people on a state, 
regional or national basis. 
Description: 

Open-space areas of unique scenery or other outstanding 
natural features of an aesthetic, historical, geological. 
archaeological or scientific nature. State parks will be 
selected on the basis of these inherent characteristics 
without regard to geographic location. 
Development and Management: 

Development of roads and desirable facilities will be 
planned with precise and sensitive regard for all natural 
features and without impingement upon the visitors' aes
thetic and intellectual sensibilities. Management will be 
directed toward retention of state parks in as near a natural 
condition as possible, without impairment of ecological 
features and values. 

STATE RECREATION AREAS 
Purpose: 

To provide a broad selection of outdoor recreation oppor
tunities in a natural setting which may be used by large 
numbers of people. 
Description: 

Contain natural or artificial resources which provide 
outdoor recreation opportunities that will attract visitors 
from beyond the local area. They may be located in areas 
which have serious deficiencies in public outdoor recre
ation facilities, provided that such recreation areas should 
not be furnished in lieu of municipal, county or federal 
faeilities. 
Development and Management: 

Protection of the natural environment and aesthetic 
qualities should he paramount except development for 
intensive use may require alteration ofthe natural environ
ment. However, the aesthetic qualities of the areas will be 
retained to the greatest degree possible by careful planning 
and construction of facilities. 

STATE MONUMENTS 
Purpose: 

To preserve, protect and enhance objects, features or 
places of historical, geological, archaeological or scientific 
importance, including commemoration of outstanding 
persons or events. 
Description: 

Sites of optimum form and size for the protection and 
enhancement of the objects, features or places concerned, 
including adequate space for parking, if appropriate, and 
other accommodations for anticipated day use. 
Development and Management: 

Standard constructions will be facilities for providing 
access, parking, sanitary conditions and water. Other 

10 

service facilities may be added if required. Overnight 
camping will ordinarily not be allowed. Development may 
also include restoration of historical structures and 
installation of protective devices. Maximum benefit to 
visitors may be achieved by providing museums, outdoor 
dioramas and other interpretive exhibits. 

STATE FISHING ACCESS SITES 
Purpose: 

To provide permanent, public access to high·quality 
rivers, streams and lakes. 
Description: 

Areas adjacent to high-quality fishing waters accessible 
by an existing or acquired public right-of-way and of 
adequate size to permit practical use of the waters 
concerned for fishing and, when appropriate, other water
based recreation. 
Development and Management: 

Accommodations will consist of facilities for day use 
and, in certain cases, overnight camping. Boat-launching 
ramps, road building and fencing may be necessary. 
Management will involve proper identification of the site 
and maintenance of public right-of-way and servie!' 
facilities. 

STATE RECREATIONAL WATERWAYS 
Purpose: 

To protect and enhance the natural and historical values 
of state waterways and to provide opportunity for 
enjoyment of these values. 
Description: 

Rivers or streams, generally undeveloped, possessing 
outstanding scenery and/or important historical features 
and susceptible to increasingly heavy recreational use. 
Development and Management: 

Accommodations for day use, camping, floating, fishing 
or other recreational activities will be provided. Publie 
areas for lunch stops and overnight camping will be eon
veniently distributed along the course such that they will 
permit leisurely floats from one area to the next in four 
hours or less. Development will also include wells for 
drinking water where necessary. Management will pri
marily involve maintenance of public areas and identifica
tion of sites and points of historical or geological interest for 
visitors. 

STATE RECREATION ROADS AND TRAILS 
The Dept. ofFish and Game believes that the seenic and 

cultural attributes of certain Montana roads and trails are 
of high recreational value and warrant formal protection 
against uncontrolled use and development. 

Preparation of criteria for state recreation roads and 
trails is in progress, along with other plans forthis valuable 
expansion of the state park system. 



Past Coal Tax 

Operation, Maintenance and Development 

F.xpenoitllrps 

Under Section 15-35-108 MCA, Coal Tax funds may be uSAd for the 

operation, rna intenance and oevelopmf'nt of sites acquired wi t}-l 

Coal 'l'ax funding. The following represents the Coal Tax funds 

used by the Department for these purposes to date. 

FY'78 

FY'79 

Fy l 80 

Fy l 81 

Fy18~ 

PY'R3 

Fy l 84 

FY'85 (budgeted) 

Total 

J1 

$ ?OP:,S26 

264,094 

80,:?35 

83, ... t12 

J46,9~R 

~f'P,965 

')21,fi54 

30?,3R3 

$1,516,5?"7 



Coal Tax Development Expenditures 

I 
1 

.J 
I 

I.eqislative Site Improvements Appropriation :Pxpencl i tun' I 

* 

C' • 
•. eSS10n 

46th 1979 Makoshika S.P. 72,600.00 

Emergency Road Slide 

Repairs 

46th 1979 Misc. Improvements 50,000.00 

To Council Grove Develop. -13,000.00* 

37,000.00 

to Date 

1 
7/,492.01 1 

411 

23,233.99 
j 

Original appropriation for misc. coal tax park improvements was for 
I 
Iii 50,000.00. 13,000.00 was used with the 1981 appropriation for Council 

Grove roadwork. We were unable to obtajn a full 50% federal match. 

46th 1979 Roche Jaune SRA 7,500.00 7,490.20 j 
Signs, Roads, Parking 

Fencing 

47th 1981 Makoshika S.P. 

Road Paving 

47th 1981 Giant Springs S.P. 

] 2 

78,000.00 78,000.00 

75,000.00 41,388.61 

J 
1 

J 

1 
t.J 
i 
1 



47t.h 1981 

47th 1981 

47th 1981 

48th 1983 

1I8th 1983 

Pave Existing Road's and 

Install Additional 

Recre?tion Equip. 

Makoshika S.P. 

Pave Existing Road 

Rosebud Battlefield 8M 

IT"terpretation, 

Archaeologic Survey 

Council Grove Road, 

Parking, Well, Latrine 

Elkhorn SM 

Building Stabilizatjon 

Spring Meadmv SRA 

FOBe, Parking, Comfort 

Station, Trai.1s, 

Landscaping, Etc. 

Tota1 

13 

6(l,000.OO 

20,000.00 

55,000.00 

+13,000.00* 

68,000.00 

20,000.00 

90,000.00 

$528,100.00 

59,799.76 

lS,023.18 

59,828.17 

0.00 

/50.00 

$35 7 ,005.92 



Past Coal Tax Acquisitions 

Since 1975, the portion of the Coal Severance Tax earmarked for 

parks has provided 19 additions and over 6,500 acres to the State 

Park System. Four acquisitions are still pending negotiations. 

These sites are located throughout the state (see map), and offer 

a variety of recreational opportunities to Montanans and 

out-of-state visitors. 

i!) 
Great Falls 

f'4\ @ 
q Missoula f9\ 

\.:.At Helena 

Billings@@ 
GJ • Hardin 

14 

Glendive 

t::\tv cfJ0 
Miles City 



I. Ilt-e.-mher. 1'1T1 

7. June t 1978 

'I. Junt', I 'riO 

4. August, 1978 

5. October, 1978 

h. Jannary , 1979 

7. July, 1979 

8. August, 1'17'1 

9. August, 1981 

10. Aprl! , 1'101 

II. JUnt.-, 1981 

11. .Jum·, 1'IH1 

11. Nov~mber, 1'181 

14. Uecemtwr, 198.1 

15. DecE'mber, 1983 

11;. Julv. 1984 

17. Octotll'r, nR4 

IR. Octobpr, 1984 

1'1. Ilf'ct'mhf'r, )'184 

)0. Pendlllg 

n. Pending 

401/20 

Acqlll sitions Made With the Coal Tax 

Roche Jaun,' SRA Custer County 

Bannack SI' addH I on Beaverhead County 

Powder RI veT Oepot 8M Prairie County 

Council Grove SM Missoula County 

Ros .. bud BattlefIeld SM Big 110m County 

llakoshlka SP Addition Dawson County 

Giant Springs-lleritage SP Addition Cascade County 

!~ke Josephin .. (leased to city) Yellowstone County 

Spring Meadow Lake SRA Lf'wis & Clark County 

Pirogue Wooden's) Tsland SRA Custer County 

Lake Elmo, Rillings y" llowstone 

Lak,· F.l IDCl , Hilling" V.·tlowstonc 

81.droot River Ear.f'mcnt Missoula 

I.e. Hasan Memorial, ""iteffsh Lake Flathead 

8annack-Warnake 

Bannack-Ftsher 

RanMck-Brewer 

Clark's Lookout, Dillon 

Glp.n Lake, Bozeman 

l'agpvt 11e School, ""'1 n Bridges 

Parker Homestead, l1>ree Forks 

Total 

Total Cost: 

Other Hatching Funds: 

Coal Tax Funds: 

Beaverhead 

BeaverheAd 

Reaverhenc1 

Beaverhead 

Gallatin 

Madison 

Jefferson 

$4,172,059.96 

$550,786.42 

$3,621,273.54 

15 

Appraisal, 

Acreage Survey, and Purchased Leas .. 

Title Cost Cosl Cost 

l.n ~ 1.60.75 $ 1'1,600 

1 lot -0- 1,850 

easement 1,203.75 -0-

186.0 3,287.50 140,000 

4883.0 4;070.76 881,160 

650.36 1,847.50 143,900 

~8.6 1,800.00 97,500 

-0- 4,106.16 125,000 

55.8 714.55 293,000 

21;9.0 3,074.04 110,000 

80.67 -0- 1,000,000 

41.17 -0- lon,OOO/l,yr 

2fi7.H 13,815.00 14, ]15 

7.5 -0- (,75,000 

1 lot 80.00 7,000 

lot 17 .00 8,500 

1 lot 85.00 10,000 

7.n -0- 40,739 

6.16 -0- -0-

29.70 1,313.95 420,000 

47.00 -0- -0-

0.66 -0- 15.000/5flyr 

1.1;7 -0- 2, 500n~yr 

6564.32 acres $46,'135.96 $4,007,624 $1l7,SOO.00 



Informing the Public 

OUring the summer of 1984 word was sent out that Coal Tax Park 

proposals were being accepted. A brochure was made available 

that explained the purpose of the program and included a brief 

questionnaire by which a potential sponsor could alert the 

Department of their interest. The questionnaire was printed on u 

Business Reply card which required no postage stamp (see insert). 

These brochures were distributed t.o anyone who expressed an 

interest in selling, donating or otherwise conveying potential 

park 1 and to the Department. 111 addition, the brochures were 

distributed at a Department booth at the State Fair in Great 

Falls. 

A 30 second public service announcement (psa) was prepared by the 

Department's Conservation Education Division and distributed to 

43 Montana radio stations in July of 1984. This psa encouraged 

the listener to l10minate areas suitable for park lands by 

contacting the Department headquarters in Helena. 

This effort resulted in six nominations by the public as 

described in the following pages. 

] 6 
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The 1985 Citizen Proposals 

'l'he following Coal Tax Park Proposals were submitted to the 

Depnrtment of Fish, Wildlife and Parks by Decemher 1, 1985. 'j'hey 

ar~ listed in alphabetical order. 

Site Acres/Length 

1. Amazon Trail 672 acres 
(34 miles) 

2. The Anaconda Stack ±20 acres 

3. BA&P RF 25 miles 

4. Kleffner Ranch 87 acres 

5. Prickly Pear 3B acres 

6. White Sandy Reach 88.8 acres 

't'otn]s 805.8 acres 

and 

25 miles 

• Great Falls 

• Missoula 00 
• Helena 

00 
00 

• Dillon 

19 

Billings • 

Cost 

$16R,000 

Donat.ion 

$350,000 
operation only 

$931,OO() 

$·152,000 

$42C,OOO 

~:?,021,OOO 

• Hardin 

Glendive 
• 

• Miles City 



THE AMAZON TRAIL 

Thirty four miles of rail bed between Montana City (near Helena) 

and Basin have been abandoned and is now being proposed as a 

recreation trail. Rails and ties have already been removed and 

the road bed smoothed. Unfortunately bridges have been removed I 

at stream crossings. The route has a number of desirable and' 

unique attributes. It passes through some remote areas over 

Boulder Pass, yet is readily accessible from 1-15 at the Helena 

and Boulder ends. The route also passes over a 600 foot long 

steel trestle and through a one mile long tunnel. 

The trail would be popular for family or small group day 

excursions, and would be suitable for overnight camping trips. 

It also has great potential as a unique jogging or bicycle trail. 

21 



22 





COAL TAX PARK PROPOSAL 

To be completed by Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

personnel by means of a personal interivew with the sponsor. 

Interview Date October 24, 1984 

Department Interview Personnel: 

Don HYYlllla 

paul pacini 

Sponsor's Name __ ~B~e~c~k~y~G~;~l~m~e~r ____________ ___ 

Sponsor's Mailing Address 

P. O. Box 465 

Boulder, Montana 59632 

Sponsor's Phone Number ••. 

Day 225-3810 

Evening 225-4217 

Site Description 

Site Name: Amazon Recreation Trail (abandoned BN R.R.l 

2. Site Location: 

3. 

4. 

County Jefferson 

Township ~.m.w.~ Range 3W.4W,5W Section 

How many acres comprise the proposal? 672 acres. 34 mile 
length of abandoned RR right-of-way extending trom Montana City, 
traveling by old mountain mining communities including Wickes and 
Corbin, within one mile of Boulder and terminatipg at the Basin depot. 
Does legal access to the property now eXlst? 

x Yes NO 

If yes, describe the access route from the nearest 

federal, state, county or city highway/road. 

Access js available to the RR right-of }Jay at uariouii; POiRts as 

it passes through Montana City, Jefferson City. Clancy, Boulder. 

and Basin. 
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5. Include two maps: 

a) a location map showing the proposal's 

boundary, and 

b) a vicinity map showing the proposal's 

relationship to a nearby community. 

6. Include black and white photographs or color slides of 

the proposed site depicting the features \vhich would 

affect its propriety as an addition to the State Park 

System. 

Site Amenities 

7. Check the recreational activities that would be popular 

at this site. 

x Picnicking Motor boating 

X Camping \"i'ater Skiing 

X Trail Walking Swimming 

X Bicycling X Fishing 

Canoeing or Rafting X Hunting 

X Other: specify Cross-country skiing 

Other: . specify 

8. During what season (s) would this site receive 

significant use? 

_X_ Spring; _X_ Summer: _X __ Fall: ~ Winter 

9. What incorporated cities or towns are located within 25 

driving miles of the proposed site? 

Boulder Helenil 

(city, town) (city or town) 

10. How many miles is it to the nearest Interstate, State 

or U.S. numbered highway? 

less than a mjle at selected points ____ .J.T..::.-.J..1;;z..5 _____ --

(miles) (I, State, or U.S. number) 
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11. Within 25 driving miles of the proposed site, what 

federal, state or local government owned recreation 

sites exist which would provide the same kind of 

recreational opportunities as this proposal? 

None 

(site name) (site name) 

(site name) (site name) 

12. Does the proposed site have historic or archaeological 

value? 

x Yes No 

If yes, please explain: A turn of the century r~il route, complete 
with a 1 mile tunnel, and a 600 foot long, 100 footigh trestle passing 
through historic minint country. Historic structures such as a brick kiln, 
and smelter stack are ocated within a mile of the rail bed and partially 
visible from the proposed trail at Wicks and Corbin. Evidence of historic '
mining activities are evident throughout the length of the rail bed. 

13. Does the proposed site have scientific value? ie: 

unique geological or ecological features 

x Yes No 

I f yes, please explain: Natural features alon~ most of the length 

of the proposed trajJ WOO] d ] end it self we]) to e] ement aqT t brolli\h 

college level scientific field trips 

14. Name any lake, pond, river or stream which is 

contiguous with or contained within the proposed site: 

Prickley Pear Creek, Boulder River, Corbin Creek~ Spring Creek, 

Amazon Creek 
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15. Indicate the predominant type of vegitative cover found 

on the proposed site. Check more than one if 

appropriate. 

x Coniferous Trees 

Deciduous Trees 

x Brushy 

x Grassland 

Barren 

16. If there are other f~atures of the proposed site which 

should be taken into consideration, please desc~ibe 

them here. 

None 

Site Cost 

17. It is strongly urged that an appraisal accompany this 

proposal. The apprai.sal must be completed by a 

certified MAl (Member Appraisal Institute) of the 

American Institute of Real Estate Appraisors. The 

sponsor is responsible for any costs incurred; 

Appraised value of this site: $ 
~-----------------------

Date of Appraisal: -----------------------------------------
Name of Appraisor and Company: 

18. For what price is the owner willing to sell? $168,000 
@ $ 250 7 acre 

I, Burlington Northern Railroad , resident of 
(owner's name) 

, owner of 
---------.(~c7i7t~y~,--s~t~a-t~e-.)-------------------------------

the property described by this proposal, on 
(today's date) 

verify by my signature that the information in item 

number 18 is correct. 
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<ttf~ BURUNGTON NORTHERN RAILROAD 

SALES AND PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT DFPARTMENT 

January 10, 1985 

Ms. Rebecca Gilmer 
P. O. Box 465 
Boulder, MT 59623 

Dear Ms. Gilmer: 

Continental PlaIa 
777 Main Street 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

Reference is made to your proposal of creating a recreational trail on 
discontinued Railroad right-of-way between Montana City and Basin, 
Montana. 

The Burlington Northern right-of-way varies in width from 70 feet to 200 
feet wide and through the stations of Clancy and Boulder we would 
reconvnend limiting the width for trail purposes to 50' feet in width. 
The total acreage involved is approximately 672 acres. '-

Burlington Northern would c)nvey its interest in the property by 
Quitclaim Deed for a consid~ration of $168,000.00. Mineral rights would 
be reserved by Burl i ngton N )rthern where owned and all costs for survey, 
abstracts,documentary stamp~ etc~ would be the responsibility of the 
buyer. 

The consideration quoted is on the premise that the sale would be to the 
State or other Governmental agency for use by the public and will 
requi re review and fi na 1 ap )rova 1 by Burl i ngton Northern managemerlt at 
such time as offer is made in that amount. 

S1 ncerely, 

~C~ 
N. C. Kretzer 
Manager Sales and Purchase 

ddjwOllO.l 
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THE ANACONDA STACK 

The Anaconda Stack will soon be the only remaining structure at 

the old Anaconda Copper Mining Company Smelter in Anaconda. The 

smelter and twenty acres of surrounding land is being proposed by 

"The Anacondans To Preserve The Stack" as a State Monument. The 

Anaconda Minerals Company has agreed to donate this package to I 

the State Park System. 

It is hoped that tours could be conducted to the foot of the 

stack. However EPA tests may indicate that toxin levels are too 

great to allow public access to this area. In this case, public 

viewing would be allowed from the Chamber of Commerce visitor's 

center at the company gate. 
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COAL TAX PARK PROPOSAL 

To be completed by Department of Fish, wi ldlife and Parks 

personnel by means of a personal interivew with the sponsor. 

Interview Date M dOt b 22 1984 on ay, coer , 

Department Interview Personnel: 

Don Hyyppa. Paul Pacini 

Sponsor Representatives; Bob Vine, Pete and Margie Smith 

Dan WashbJlrn-Anaconda Minerals (563-52]1), Tom Radonich-ARCO 

Sponsor's Name Anacondan' s to preserve the Stack; Bob Vine, President 

Sponsor's Mailing Address 

1402 Cable Road 

Anaconda, Montana 59711 

Sponsor's Phone Number ... 

Day 563-3639 

Evening __ ~s~awm~e~ ____________________ ___ 

Site Description 

1 ~ Site Name: The Anaconda Stack 

2. Site Location: 

County Deer Lodge 

Township 4N Range llW Section 12 

3. How many acres comprise the proposal? 20± 

4. Does legal access to the property now exist? 

conditional Yes No 

If yes, describe the access route from the nearest 

federal, state, county or city highway/road. 

The paved road and alternate unpaved rmltes from the plant gate.to 

the stack are owned by ARCO. An easement wOIIl d be gi ven if EPA determines 

the stack area safe for vjsitors. Otherwise, vjewing WO!!ld take place '-

from the vjsjtor center near the gate Legal access to the gate exists 

from the City of Anaconda via east 4th Street to Smelter Road and east 

to the gate. 



~, , 

5. Include two maps: 

a) 

b) 

a location map showing the proposal's 

boundary, and 

a vicinity map showing the proposal's 

relationship to a nearhy community. 

6. Include black and white photographs or color slides of 

the proposed site depicting the features ,,,hich would 

affect its propriety as an addition to the State Park 

System. 

Site Amenities 

7. Check the recreational activities'that would b~ popular 

at this site. 

8. 

Picnicking 

Camping 

Trail Walking 

Bicycling 

Motor boating 

Water Skiing 

Swimming 

Fishing 

Canoeing or Rafting Hunting 

X Other: specify The 5j te offers abundant opportuni ty for historic 
interpretation and enough ground will be 

Other: specify available for some picnic sites 

During what season (s) would this site receive 

significant use? 

visitor center only 
X Spring; X Summer; X Fall; X Winter 

9. What incorporated cities or towns are located within 25 

driving miles of the proposed site? 

Anaconda Butte 

(city, town) (city or town) 

10. How many miles is it to the nearest Interstate, State 

or U.S. numbered highway? 

3 

(miles) (I, State, or U.S. number) 
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11. Wi thin 25 driving miles of the proposed site, what 

federal, state or local government owned recreation 

sites exist which would provide the same kind of 

recreational opportunities as this proposal? 

None 

(site name) (site name) 

(site name) (site name) 

12. Does the proposed site have historic or archaeological 

value? 

x . Yes --=-- No 

If yes, please explain: This is the site of the largest free standing 
brick structure on earth. built in 1918 to disperse smoke generated by the 
Anaconda Copper MjnjD~ Company. The copper indl!~try was the econRmic 
mainstay for Montana and the United States when 'copper was king.' The 
site is eljgible for the Natjonal Re~ister of Historic Places. ~ 

13. Does the proposed site have scientific value? ie: 

unique geological or ecological features 

Yes x No 

If yes, please explain: __________________________________ _ 

14. Name any lake, pond, river or stream which is 

contiguous with or contained within the proposed site: 

None 
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15. Indicate the predominant type of vegitative cover found 

on the proposed site. Check more than one if 

appropriate. 

Coniferous Trees 

Deciduous Trees 

Brushy 

Grassland 

X Barren 

16. If there are other features of the proposed site which 

should be taken into consideration, please describe 

them h_~~e. 

Site Cost 

17. It is strongly urged that an appraisal accompany this 

proposal. The apprai.sal must be completed by a 

certified MAl (Member Appraisal Institute) of the 

American Institute of Real Estate Appraisors. The 

sponsor is responsible for any costs incurred. 

Appraised value of this site: $ ______ ~N~A ______________ __ 

Date of Appraisal: _______________ . ____________ . __ 

Name of Appraisor and Company: 

18. Por what price is the owner willing to sell? $ Donation 

I, ANACONDA Minerals Company , resident of 
------(~o-w-n-e-r~'s---n-a-m-eT)--~----------------------

, owner of 
--------·(~c~i~t-y-,--s~t-a~t-e')~---------------------------

the property described by this proposal, on 11/08/84 
~(~t-o~d-a~y~l~s~d-a~t-e~)-

verify by my signature that the 

number 18 is correct. 
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P.O. Box 893, Anaconda, Montana- 59711 

Mr. Don Hyyppa, Administrator, 
Parks Division 

1402 Cable RoAd I 
Anaconda.1 Mt • .1 59711 .• 
January ts, 1955 

Montana Dept. of Fish, Wildlife 
1~20 East Sixth Ayenu. 
Helena, Nt., 59620 

Dear Don: 

& Parks 

Thanks tor meeting with Pete Smith and Mike Finnegan of our 
committee recently. We appreciate your cODtinued help and support. 

I 
I 
I 

This morning, Pete and I met with Frank Gardner, John O'Brien I 
and Dan Washburn of the Anaconda Minerals Co, conoerning the question 
of s.pplying power to light the stack. They have generously agreed . 
to supply electrical p~wer until the demolition of the main sub- ~ 
station, with is scheduled to begin during the first quarter of 1986:11 
Additionally, they will donate the cost ot a new pawer line to the 
stack, estimated to be about $g,OOO. This is in additioft to 80.. I 
$12,000 they have already spent to supply a permanent power line to th 
stack;.after the concentrator demolition. 

(A copy of the confirmation letter to me, dated this date, has been I 
forwarded to you by the Anaconda Minerals Co.) 

The Anacondans to Preserve the Stack committee will., if the 
legislature approves the Coal Tax Park Proposal, turn over to the 
State Parks administration all the .oney we have raised fer the 
~urpose of lighting the stack for al.ost a year after Anaconda is 
finished with the demolition project. 

I 
I 

In short this .eans that we can apprQach the Parks ltgialative I 
cOllDlitt •• with a "no-cost" proposal. Therefore, item 16 fI)f the pro
posal should be reYised to show no immediate costs tor consideration • 
by the legislature. The Anaconda Minerals Co. has set DO pre-conditiol 
relative to repairing the top of the stack, fencing the property. • 
re.oving the lower 20 teet of the access ladder, or grounding repairs 
before they deed the stack to the Parks Division. 

However, they would like written assurance from the Parks Division- I 
that. if the legislature approves the proposal, the State will a8.um~ 

I 
I 
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P. O. Box 893, Anaconda, Montana- 59711 

Don Hyyppa Page Two 

all legal and financial responsibility tor the preservation of 
the stack and memove all future liability fro. the Company. 

They aleo re~u.st a blank copy, or copies, ot any legal docu
ments required tor the transfer of the property to the State so 
that they may review them with the legal advisors beforehand. 
Yo. can either forward the above to me and I'll forward the 
.aterial to them, or you can send them direct to Frank Gardner, 
General Manager of Montana Operations ot Anaconda Minerals. 

I teel that with your continued help and with the already 
de.onBtrated cooper~tion ot the Anaconda Minerals Company, that 
our taaous stack will be preserved as a monument to an industry 
and people Who have eontributed so much to Montana's culture and 
economy. 

Bob Vine, 
President Anacondans to Preserve the Stack 

cc: J. Frank Gardner 
John J. O'Brien 
Dan Washburn 
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P.o. Bo). 6tlll 
au"" Montini &8703 
T,lephone '06-723"311 

·,"r. i\o!' Vinc:-
J 402 Sable '"toad 
·\naconda, \10ntana 59711 

T)ear l\ob: 

Januarv ~, I q~ 5 

.'0 

In response to your request regardin~ the 1i~htin~ of the stack, 
Anaconda Minerals Company is agreeable to supplying electrical power until 
the demolition of the main substation, which is scheduled to begin during 
the first quarter of 1986. Anaconda will also donate the cost of the new 
power line to the stack. ,rUter installation of the new power line, the cost 
of electrical power will then be the responsibility of the Department of 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 

Anaconda's agreement to the above is based on a signed agreement 
with the ~ontana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks within thirty days 
after the \~ontana State Le~islature closes its 1985 session. The agreement 
must provide for Pish, Wildlife and Parks to assume the le~al and financial 
responsibility for the preservation of the stack and remove aU future 
liability from the Company. 

As stated in our letter of ~.1ay 1, 1984, if we do not have the required 
agr~ement with the Fish, Wildlife and Parks, the stack demolition will be 
rescheduled for this summer. 

JFG!js 

ardner, General Manager 
~10ntana ()perations 

cc: Don Byyppa 

ANACONDA Minerals Company Divi!.ion 01 AtlanlicRichlieldCompany 
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BUTTE-ANACONDA AND PACIFIC RR 

The BA&P RR intends to abandon its 25 mile line between Butte and 

Anaconda in the near future. This was an ore carrying line, 

connecting the Butte mines to the Anaconda smelter. The track is 

in "main line" condition at this time. 

A private interest is attempting to acquire the Railroad to 

continue rail service between Butte and Anaconda. The project 

sponsor, Jim Carton, has reached a verbal agreement with the 

potential buyer to lease track use to the state for the operation 

of a historic tour train. The rail service would connect 

historic sites in Anaconda and Butte, and could provide rail 

service to Fairmont Hot Springs Resort, mid way between the two 

cities. Vast opportunity would be available to interpret Montana 

history and promote tourism to other Montana attractions during 

the train ride. 

The proposal calls for no acquisition of real estate by the State 

of Montana. The following state expenditures however, are 

anticipated to reach $350,000 for start up and operation during 

the summer of 1986. 

1. Procurement of a steam locomotive and rolling stock. 

2. Insurance for passenger operations. 

3. Salaries for management and operating personnel. 

4. Lease of track use. 
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5. 

6. 

7~ 

Maintenance of future buildings and depots. 

Conversion to oil from steam, if desired. 

Restoration and repair of rolling stock. 

8. Fuel costs. 

9. Advertizing and Promotion. 
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COAL TAX PARK PP.OPOSAL 

To be completed by Department of Fish, \'1ildlife and Parks 

personnel by means of a personal interivew with thc sponsor. 

Intervicw' Date 1 NoYe!l!bf'I' J q(~il 

Department Interview Personnel: 
Don fjvyppa , Paul Pacini 

Spollsor Hf'pr<'scntativC's: Jim C;lrtoll 

Toln [)pvjtt, C)'rj", Fjfo 

Spon so r 's N ame~S:u(?~c---Jl,-J.L.' .::..s..J.t _________ _ 

Sponsor's Mailing Address 
sec spOllsor list 

Sponsor's Phone Number ... 
Day scc sponsor list ."1 , ~ '. 

-----------------------------------
Evening ------------------

Site Descriotion . 

Site Name: P",lt'c, "V'Ie-fIDCI'! )l!C) j11ciji" 1'1-'" 

2. Site Location: 
County Silver bot" and f)c'f'rlocir;" 

Township Range Section 

3 • How many acres comprise the proposal? :: a(,1'f'5 

4. Does legal access to the property now exist? 
x Yes ~!o 

If yes, describe the access route from the nearest 

federal, state, county or city highway/road. 

T. (' r~ it T. II r C r: s ~; 1 S II \' II 1 T. /I B 1. I. 1\ T TIl r: !\ 11 a (, () : I d ;1 r;-[ i 1 Ill;) V '" ;\ rd." 

.. 
rlf'pot in !1 1Itt(', and ilt \'ariou:; point', ;-,loflg it<; 
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List of Sponsors: 
1. Montana Union Railroad Co. 

105 Fleecer Dr. 
Butte ,Mt. 59701 494-7406 

2. Butte Historical Society 
P.O.Box 3913 
Butte, Mt. 59702 782-2386 

3. Renewable Techn~logips Inc. 
P.O. Box 4113 
Butte, Nt. 59702 782··2386 

4. Butte Silverbow chamber of Commerce. 
2950 HaRRISON Ave. 
Butte, Mt. 494-5595 

5. DAPHA Enterprises (o~,-ners of the Northern Pacific Depot complex 
P.O.Box 3957 
Butte, Mt. 59702 782-9533. 

6. Fairmont 1I0tsprings Resort 
Anaconda,Mt. 797-3241 att: JaN Phillips 

7. Anacondans to Preserve the stack Committee 
P.O. Box 893 
Anaconda, Mt. 59711 563-7774 

8. Jim Carton 
1 4 2 1 \\' i c k s Lan e , 
Billings, Mt. 59105 245-8536 

9. Butte ~ocal Development Corp. 
2950 Harrison Ave, 
Butte, Mt. 494-3936 

For detailed information contact Jim Carton, 
Sponsor No.8, above. 
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5. Include two maps: 

a) a location map showing the proposal's 

boundary, and 

b) a vicinity map showing the proposal's 

relationship to a nearby community. 

6. Include black and white photographs or color slides of 

the proposed site depicting the features \'lhich would 

affect its propriety as an addition to the State Park 

System. 

Site Amenities 

7. Check the recreational activities that would be popular 

at this site. 

8. 

x 
x 
x 
x 

x 

Picnicking 

Camping 

Trail Walking 

Bicycling 

Motor boating 

Water Skiing 

Swimming 

Fishing 

Canoeing or Rafting X Hunting 

Other: spec i fy A tourist RR could provide a unique mode 
of transportation to resort areas such as 

Other: specify Fairmont Hot SJiringS and the Butte School 
of Mines, and istoric areas such as the 
Anaconda Smelter and round house. 

During what season(s) would this site receive 

significant use? 

X Spring; X Summer; X Fall; X Winter 

9. What incorporated cities or towns are located within 25 

driving miles of the proposed site? 

Anaconda Butte 

(city, town) (city or town) 

10. How many miles is it to the nearest Interstate, State 

or U.S. numbered highway? 

Less than one mile at many 

poi nts a10ng its route 1-90 and USIOA 

(miles) 
49 
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11. Within 25 driving miles 

federal, state or local 

sites exist which would 

of the proposed site, what 

government owned recreation 

provide the same kind of 

recreational opportunities as this proposal? 

None 

(site name) (site name) 

(si te name) (site name) 

12. Does the proposed site have historic or archaeological 

value? 

13. 

x Yes No 

If yes, please explain: History 15 uto] d by the 0] d mJ nes in 

Butte and the Anaconda sBlelting.operationin Anaconda, the termini 
Of the main ljne railroad! TDnOlrations in railroading s1lch as electri
fication were often origi.nated on this line. An educational tour train 
would have a wealth of historic interpretation to choose from en route. "-
Such a train would also transport tourists to existing historic attractions 
such as the Butte mines~ the Aoaconda stack and round house and resort 
areas sueD as Fa1rmont not ~prlngs. 
Does the proposed site have scientific value? ie: 

unique geological or ecological features 

x Yes No 

If yes, please explain: An educational tour train along this route 
would provide an ideal field classroom for the study of the ~eolo8Y and 
biolog¥ of this historic valle1; the science of math and englneerlng 
involved in building and operating a railroad; as well as the effect 
on the eco1og¥ of mass mineral extract:!Qn~ The high point of any field 
trip would be the opportunity to journey back in time to the old mining 
days in Montana. 

14. Name any lake, pond, river or stream which is 

contiguous with or contained within the proposed site: 

8i l"er Row CreX;e!i«k~D"--_______________________ _ 
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15. Indicate the predominant type of vegitative cover found 

on the pro~osed site. Check more than one if 

appropriate. 

Coniferous Trees 

Deciduous Trees 

Brushv 

x Grassland ---
x Barren ---

16. If there are other features of the proposed site which 

should be taken into consideration, please describe 

them he:::-c. 

,\tollr train aloug tbis rOllte Hould !!JoYidc .111 ('Xcit:illf, 
a 11 dun i q u " for m 0 f . c n t e r t a j, l1Hl 0 n t .' t (' bot 11 :! 0 Il l a ILl ' 'i 

res 1 den t 5 a N !J \ I S I I U £{ S. Asp E' 0 P 1 ear '2 d r a h n t 0 L h t s :11 ('.J 

tb" economy is ho!!pd to realize a siGnificant 1,o(lst,Tt:is 
like1': tJlat. nOh' tourist related busil:0SSCS h'Oll1d f11id ,Ill 

opportuni.ty to serve the Houlrl h(' ('o!l(;c'nt:-atj')ll of t(JIl['i:;t,. 

_S_i_t_e_C_o_s_t a nel va r: a t i oner s . 

• 
17. It is stronqly urged that an appraisal Qccompany this 

proposal. The apprai.sal must be completed by a 

certified ~mI (Member Appraisal Institute) of the 

American Institute of Real Estate Appraisors. The 

sponsor is responsible for any costs incurred. 

Appraised value of this site: $ ___ 5_C_\_' __ 5_('_1_10_(_I_u_1_0 ___ __ 

Da te of l',pprai sal : _____________________ _ 

Name of Appraisor and Company: 

18. For what price is the owner willing to sell? $ ------
I, ___ -:-__ ---;,--___ ---,,-______________ , re s ident 0 f 

(owner I s name) 

_________ ~~ __ -~-~~--------------------------, owner of 
(city, state) 

the property described by this proposal, on 
(todav IS dilte) 

verify by my signature that the infor~ation in item 

number 13 is correct. 
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Basic proposal: We propose that the State of Montana join in a 
cooperative effort with the BA&P Ry, andthe cities of Butte and 
Anaconda in developing a major tourist attraction: Apasscnger 
service-tourist train hetween the historic districts of the t~o 

c t tie s. He fur t h 0 r p r () p 0 S l' 1- 11 a t ;J. 0 1l e y (' ':IT' t r i ;J. 1 run i 11 1 9 R (, 
summel' S(><150n- Ih' t undcli Ivi t h opt i OilS t.o ('xtt'nd /l!xp;J.llci t IH' 1)!'()I~I','iII1 

if ridership meets or exceeds goals. The traill concept could bl' 
fully inplAce for the 1989 centenial activities. 

FINANCING NEEDED: 
1. Funds for procurement of rolling stock 
2. Ins u ran c e - t h rut h eSt ate 0 f :-10 n tan a for pas sen g e r 0 per'] t ion s 
3. Salaries of park and operating personnel. 
4. Track maintenance/buildings and depots. 
S. Conversion of equipment to oil if desired/restoration anf 

repair of acquired rolling stock. 
6. Fuel. 
7 Advertizing and promotion. 

Estimated cost for initial startup $350,000.00. 
Note: Fares collected, donated materials and labor, donated sites 
for depots, restoration costs and buildings will reduce or alter 
costs. Operations would be under the supervision of BA&P personnel . 

• 
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Rocker Yards. the branch to Butte Hill runs out of here. 

The section house near Fainnont ResorL. 
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A turn of the century round house In Anaconda. 
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PAUL KI.F.FFNER RANCH 

The Paul Kleffner ranch consists of approximately 731 acres. 

County Road 518 from E. Helena to Montana City separates the 

ranch buildings and 87 acres from the remainder of the ranch. 

These A7 acres are proposed for state acquisition to be 

designated a state monument. The acquisition would preserve a 

three story barn, called the biggest in the west, and an 

octagonal stone ranch house with a second story dance floor. 

Both structures were build in the IBBO's and mark a historic time 

of Montana's history. 

Upon acquisition, the ranch would be used as a historic 

agricul tural museum. Antique farm and ranch equipment wou Id be 

displayed along with a depiction of the era's life style through 

the ranch house and barn. An annual agricultural festival is 

anticipated to demonstrate the era through reinactments and 

demonstrations usincr the antique equipment, or replicas of it. 

55 



56 



57 



COAL TAX PARK PROPOSAL 

To be completed by Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

personnel by means of a personal interivew with the sponsor. 

Interview Date October 26, 1984 

Department Interview Personnel: 

Don Hyyppa. Paul Pacini 

Sponsor Representatives: Paul Kleffner. 

Thelma Kleffner. Daye Fuller 

Sponsor's Name __ ~D~ay~e~F~uul~l~e~r ____________ ___ 

Sponsor's Mailing Address 

_ IJll~c..rr.a .. R.Qj.HLR~_s.t __ _ 

Helena, Montana 59601 

Sponsor's Phone Number ••. 

Day ______ ~4~4~2~2~4u7~9 ______________ ~ ___ ;_; __ 

Evening 458 9194 

Site Description 

1 ~ Site Name: palll Kleffner Ranch 

2. Site Location: 

County Jefferson, and Lewis and Clark 

Township 9N Range 2W Section 6 

3. How many acres comprise the proposal? 87 

4. Does legal access to the property now exist1 

x Yes No 

If yes, describe the access route from the nearest 

federal, state, county or city highway/road. 

One and one half miles south of U. S. Highway 12 at East He1 ena on t. he 

Montana City Road. County Highway 518 

58 



5. Include two maps: 

a) a location map showing the proposal's 

boundary, and 

b) a vicinity map showing the proposal's 

relationship to a nearby community. 

6. Include black and white photographs or color slides of 

the proposed site depicting the features \ihich would 

affect its propriety as an addition to the State Park 

System. 

Site Amenities 

7. Check the recreational activities~that would be popular 

at this site. 

8. 

x 

x 
x 

Picnicking 

Camping 

Trail Walking 

Bicycling x 

Motor boating 

Water Skiing 

Swimming 

Fishing 

Canoeing or Rafting Hunting 

X Other: specify There exists an abundant opportunity for 
the interpretation and demonstrat10n of 

Other: specify historic agricultural practices and life 
style. 

During what season (s) would this site receive 
significant use? 

---X... Spring; -1L Summer; ~ Fall; --X- Winter 

9. What incorporated cities or towns are located within 25 

driving miles of the proposed site? 

Helena East Helena 

(city, town) (city or town) 

10. How many miles is it to the nearest Interstate, State 

or U.S. numbered highway? 

u. s. 12 

. (miles) 
',';,"-', ". "," .. "., .. 59 

(I, State, or U.S. number) .:"'., .Ii 



11. Wi thin 25 driving miles of the proposed site, what 

federal, state or local government owned recreation 

sites exist which would provide the same kind of 

recreational opportunities as this proposal? 

None 

(site name) (site name) 

(site name) (site name) 

12. Does the proposed site have historic or archaeological 

value? 

x Yes No 

If yes I please explain: It is the si te of a three story barn, 
called the biggest in the west, and an octagonal stone ranch house 
ori~inall* built with an uystairs dance floor, both of which date 
bac to t e late 1880's. £ this site were acquired, it is anticipated 
that its operation would be in'cooreration with the Montana Historical 
Society with financial assistance rom private sources. An annual 
agricultural festival would highlight its management. 

13. Does the proposed site have scientific value? ie: 

unique geological or ecological features 

Yes x No 

If yes, please explain: __________________________________ ___ 

14. Name any lake, pond, river or stream which is 

contiguous with or contained within the proposed site: 

prickley pear Creek 



15. Indicate the predominant type of vegitative cover found 

on the proposed site. Check more than one if 

appropriate. 

Coniferous 'Trees 

Deciduous Trees 

Brushy 

x Grassland 

Barren 

16. If there are other features of the proposed site which 

should be taken into consideration, please describe 

them here. 

The primarv intent behind the purchase of this property is for use as 

an agricultural museuut and interpretive faC;i1itv. Howeyer. the surrounding 

acreage and the adjacent stream provide opportunities for other outdoor 
recreation as indicated in #7 above. 

Site Cost 

17. It is strongly urged that an appraisal accompany this 

proposal. The appraisal must be completed by a 

certified MAl (Member Appraisal Institute) of the 

American Institute of Real Estate Appraisors. The 

sponsor is responsible for any costs incurred. 

Appraised value of this site: $~9~3.1 •• QwQwQ4-______________ __ 

Date of Appraisal: __ ~Se~p~t~e~m~b~e.r~19~.~1~9~8~4 ____________________ _ 

Name of ApPl:aisor and Company: C Robert White, MAT I 

White-Stevens, LTD. 

18. For what price is the $931,000 with 
a two year option agricultural land. 

~ y 
~~~~~~~~~~~~ __ ~~~~~~~~'~~resident of 

~~fV - /'??rh/ 
o ay s date) 

. verify by my signature that the information in item 

number 18 is correct. 
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PRICKJ,Y PEAR CREEK 

The Ralph ·and Sharon Olson Ranch lies in the Helena valley, just 

two miles from Helena. A choice piece of Prickly Pear Creek 

flows through the property providing excellent bird and wildlife 

cover as well as a scenic wetland suitable for nature walks and , 
school field trips. Flat pasture ground borders the wetland on 

which parking and more traditional park land development could be 

accommodated. Ranch buildings are not to be included in the 

proposal. 

The Pr.ickly Pear corridor has been considered in the past for 
r· . 

preservation as a green belt. This ~cquisition could mark the 

beginning of this realization. 
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COAL TAX PARK PROPOSAL 

To be completed by Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

personnel by means of a personal interivew with the sponsor. 

Interview Date November 5, 1984 

Department Interview Personnel: 

Don Hyyppa 

Paul Pacini 

Sponsor's Name Ralph and Sharon Olson 

Sponsor's Mailing Address 

2220 york Road 

Helena, Montana 59601 

Sponsor's Phone Number ..• 

Day 444-6440/443-2220 

Evening 443-2220 

Site Description 

1 ~ Site Name: Prickly Pear Creek 

2. Site Location: 

County Lewis and Clark 

Tmolnship 10 Range 3 Section 9 

3. How many acres comprise the proposal? 38 

4. Does legal access to the property now exist? 

x Yes No 

If yes, describe the access route from the nearest 

federal, state, county or city highway/road. 

Startjni at the north edie of the City of Helena, at the 1-15 -
York Road overpass, travel east 2 miles to Prickly Pear Creek and 
] eft down County Road .; m; 1 e to the Ral ph OJ son home, 2270 York 
Road and junction with Prickly Pear Creek. An abandoned section 
of County Road proceedS wjthin the east boundary of the proposal 
The Olson Ranch would provide a no-cost easement from the end of 
the County Road to a ranch TOad (less than 100 feet) proceeding 
through the through the center of the proposal. 
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5. Include two maps: 

a) a location map showing the proposal's 

boundary, and 

b) a vicinity map showing the proposal's 

relationship to a nearby community. 

6. Include black and white photographs or color slides of 

the proposed site depicting the features \'1hich would 

affect its propriety as an addition to the State Park 

System. 

Site Amenities 

7. Check the recreational activities that would be popular 

at this site. 

8. 

x 

x 
x 
x 
x 

During 

Picnicking 

Camping 

Trail Walking 

Bicycling 

x 
x 

Motor boating 

~vater Skiing 

Swimming 

Fishing 

Canoeing or Rafting X Hunting (Waterfowl) 

Other: specify A variety of hjrd species would lend 
. itself well to bird watching. 

Other: specl.fy Artists Bah Morgan and Dr. Clem Shafer 
have used the site as the subject matter 
for some of their paintings. 

what season (s) would this site receive 

significant use? 

X Spring; _X_ Summer; X Fall; x Winter 

9. What incorporated cities or towns .are located within 25 

driving miles of the proposed site? 

Helena 

(city, town) (city or town) 

10. How many miles is it to the nearest Interstate, State 

or U.S. numbered highway? 

2 miles 1-15 

(miles) 
67 
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11. Within 25 driving miles of the proposed site, what 

federal, state or local government owned recreation 

sites exist which would provide the same kind of 

recreational opportunities as this proposal? 

Causeway FAS 

(site name) 

White Sandy Reach FAS 

(site name) 

Helena Valley Reservoir FAS 

(site name) 

Black Sandy Beach FAS 

(site name) 

12. Does the proposed site have historic or archaeological 

value? 

x Yes No 

If yes, please explain: Indian relics such as arrow heads and 

rock hammers have heen found by the property owners. 

13. Does the proposed site have scientific value? ie: 

unique geological or ecological features 

x Yes No 

If yes, please explain: The natural ecnl ngy of the ri parian 

area is ideal for school field trips. Carroll College ornithology classes 

have used the area for field trips and local Audubon Society members use 

the site regularly. 

14. Name any lake, pond, river or stream which is 

contiguous with or contained within the proposed site: 

Prickly pear Creek, Spring Creek 

~ 



15. Indicate the predominant 

on the proposed site. 

appropriate. 

Coniferous Trees 

X Deciduous Trees 

X Brushy 

X Grassland 

Barren 

type of vegitative cover found 

Check more than one if 

16. If there are other features of the proposed site which 

should be taken into consideration, please describe 

them here. 

Various wildlife species such as raccoon. beaver. and deer inhabit 

the area. Some game animals (mountain lion. moose. bear) have 

been sited moving through the proposed site. 

Site Cost 

17. It is strongly urged that an appraisal accompany this 

proposal. The appraisal must be completed by a 

certified MAl (Member Appraisal Institute) of the 

American Institute of Real Estate Appraisors. The 

sponsor is responsible for any costs incurred. 

Appraised value of this site: $~N~A ____________________ __ 

Date of Appraisal: ----------------------------------------
Name of Appraisor and Company: 

18. For what price is the owner willing to sell? $152,000 

I, ~& ~)7) . .dLM1'Jot'~resident 
/V/~ ow~' e 's name)' . 
(~'fd!~t;{F ' owner 

l. , state 

of 

of 

the property described by this proposal, on 
(today's dae 

verify by my signature that the information in item 

number 18 is correct. 
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WHITE SANDY BEACH 

White Sandy Beach is located on Hauser Reservoir, an impoundment 

of the Missouri River, just thirteen miles north of Helena. It 

offers on of the only white sand beaches in Montana and is 

already receiving significant use by recreationists as a leased 

State Recreation Area. It provides two boat launch areas and 

plenty of flat play area in addition to the unique beaches. 

tillite Sandy Beach is adjacent to Black Sandy State Recreation 

Area, and if acquired would be managed as an extension of this 

area. This is consistent with present management policy. 
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COAL TAX PARK PROPOSAL 

To be completed by Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

personnel by means of a personal interivew with the sponsor. 

!nterview Date NA 
--~~----------------------

Department Interview Personnel: 

NA 

Sponsor I S Name Randy Poulsen 

Sponsor's Mailing Address 

P. o. Bot 4447 

Helena. Montana 59604 

Sponsor's Phone Number ..• 

Day 443-5100 

Evening 458-9429 

Site Description 

Site Name: White Sandy Beach 

2. Site Location: 

County I.ewis and Clark 

Township I IN Range 2W Section 5 and 6 

3. How many acres comprise the proposal? -u8~8~8~ __________ --. 

4. Does legal access to the property now exist? 

X Yes No 

If yes, describe the access route from the nearest 

federal, state, county or city highway/road. 

Five miles north of Helena on 1-15, then east on Lincoln Road 5 miles, 

and then north on Hauser Dam Road 3 miles. 
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5. Include two maps: 

a) a location map showing the proposal's 

boundary, and 

b) a vicinity map showing the proposal's 

relationship to a nearby community. 

6. Include black and white photographs or color slides of 

the proposed site depicting the features ,.;hich would 

affect its propriety as an addition to the State Park 

System. 

Site Amenities 

7. Check the recreational activities that would be popular 

at this site. 

x Picnicking X Motor boating 

X Camping X \\later Skiing 

Trail Walking X Swimming 

Bicycling X Fishing 

X Canoeing or Rafting Hunting 

Other: specify 

Other: .. specify 

8. During what season(s) would this site receive 

significant use? 

~ Spring; . ~ Summer; ~ Fall; ___ x_ Winter 

9. What incorporated cities or towns are located within 25 

driving miles of the proposed site? 

Helena 

(city, town) (city or tm.;n) 

10. How many miles is it to the neRrest Interstate, State 

or U.S. numbered highway? 

a mil es 1-15 

(miles) 75 (I, State, or U.S. number) 



.' 

" 

11. Within 25 driving miles 

federal, state or local 

sites exist which would 

of the proposed site, what 

government owned recreation 

provide the same kind of 

recreational opportunities as this proposal? 

Black Sandy SRA 

(site name) 

Helena Valley Reseryoir FAS 

(site name) 

Causeway FAS 

(site name) 

(site name) 

12. Does the proposed site have historic or archaeological 

value? 

Yes x No 

If yes, please explain: -----------------------------------

13. Does the proposed site have scientific value? ie: 

unique geological or ecological features 

x Yes No 

If yes, please explain: Beaches are covered with an abundant 

layer of white sand. unique in Montana 

14. Name any lake, pond, river or stream which is 

contiguous with or contained within the proposed site: 

Hauser Reservoh, an impoundment of the Missouri Riyer. 

7(" 
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15. Indicate the predominant type of vegitative cover found 

on the proposed site. Check more than one if 

appropriate. 

Coniferous Trees 

Deciduous Trees 

Brushy 

X Grassland 

Barren 

16. If there are other features of the proposed site which 

should be taken into consideration, ple~se describe 

them here. 

In May 1982, a 5 year lease was obtained by the Department of Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks at no cost. Since that time, this site has been 
operated as a State Recreation Area. The 1983- I.e"islatJJTe considered, 
but did not fund this proposal. The lease made the area available for 
p"b1 j c use whj 1 e afford; n" future I.egi 51 MUTes the opportupi ty to 
purchase the site. 

Site Cost 

17. It is strongly urged that an appraisal accompany this 

proposal. The appraisal must be completed by a 

certified MAl (Member Appraisal Institute) of the 

American Institute of Real Estate Appraisors. The 

sponsor is responsible for any costs incurred. 

lB. 

Appraised value of this site: $ __ 4~2~O~,~OO~o~ ______________ __ 

Date of AppraiEal: __ ~J~a~nu~a~r~1~r~5~,~1~9~8~3 ______________________ __ 

Name of Appraisor and Company: James McKay 

to sell? $ 420,000 

on 

verify by my signature that the infor~ation 

number IB is correct. 
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DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS PROPOSALS 

The 1981 Legislature's Long Range Building Committee passed a 

resolution authorizing the Department to submit proposals along 

with those received from the public, for Coal Tax Trust Fund 

acquisitions. The instructions from the resolution state ... 

As a "governing unit" the Department of Fish, Wildlife and 

Parks shall submit a proposal or proposals for the 

acquisition of a site or area described in 23-1-102 from the 

income of the trust fund created b 15-35-103 (2) (h) (ii). 

The proposa1(s) shall be included in the list of areas that 

are proposed for purchase as additions to Montana State 

Parks system which the Fish and Game Commission presents to 

. the Legislature by the 15th day of the legislative session. 

During the 1983 Legislature, two specific sites and authority to 

acquire miscellaneous inholdings within the Park System were 

approved at the Department's request. 

The Coal Tax Park Acquisition Program was created a decade ago. 

In that time nineteen acquisitions have been made, adding more 

than 6500 acres to the State Park System. Unfortunately, the 

potential of many of these sites remain unrealized because of 

budgetary emphasis on acquisition rather than development. At 

the same time our ability to properly care for other elements of 

the State Parks System is diminishing relative to needs. This is 

especially true at sites which must rely on the General Fund. 
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Therefore, after examining the alternatives the Department will 

recommeno a temporary change of emphasis for the Coal Tax rarks 

program ••• 

First it is recommended that no new sites be acquired this 

biennium and the Department, therefore, is submittinq no 

proposals. This decision was made with mixed feelings. There 

are numerous opportunities to acquire outstanding additions to 

the park system and some may be lost if not purchased mow. On 

the other hand we feel it is more import.ant to properly manage 

the present system. 

This visionary acquisition program should not be abandoned but 

rather tabled for this session. Later a balanced program of 

acquisitions, development and maintenance can be achieved. 

Second we recommend allowing the parks coal tax to be used to 

operate any element of the parks system, not just the sites 

acquired with coal tax as the present law provides. 

408/6/8 
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on a bill.) ,2 .. , -85 
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." 
elL P.O. Box 893, Anaconda, Montana- 59711 

'--Q~ 1-" 
TO: ThQ Anacondans to Pr&serve the Stack Committee 

FROM: Bob Vine, President 

SUBJECT: Undated letter circulated by Mr. and Mrs. Lee H. Snow 
. f 

DATE: January 23, 198fo 

In their open letter, obviously designed to discourage State 
legislators from approving the State Coal Tax proposal to preserve 
the Anaconda stack under the Parks Administration, the Snows have 
raised points which, in many instances are either misleading or 
are incorrect. 

"It has been stated that the smokestack at Anaconda will be a 
no-cost acquisition for the state," their letter began. This 
statement is true as the Anaconda Minerals Co., in their offer to 
donate the stack, has set no monetary pre-conditions before they 
would be willing to deed the property to a responsible party_ 

Of course, somewhere in the future some minor repairs will be 
required. We have not attempted to hide this fact. However, after 
Omar Schultz inspected the stack on February 29, 1994~ he· concluded. 
his evaluation by stressing that the stack is in good condition 
and that if no maintenance is performed now Uthe stack will be 
standing long after everyone in this room is gone." 

Mr. and Mrs.Snow stated "until such time as the state acquires 
ownership of the stack, nothing will be said about repairs." 

This is untrue. In our brochure on the Anaconda stack, which 
has been included in an informational packet provided the legislators, 
we reported Mr. Schultz's recommendations concerning suggested re
pairs. This included "the removal of the top eight feet of the 
stack in order to avoid moisture being blown over the top and into 
the interior of the stack." Also included was his recommendation 
that "openings in the area of the corble arch near the top of the 
stack be mortared and sealed with mastic to avoid further erosion. 1T 

Next, Mr. and Mrs Snow quote repair costs made in 1975, five years 
before the smelter closure. This has no bearing on the above costs 

~ as today the stack is idle and no longer confronted by contracting 
and expanding terperatures due to the heat and cooling of the smelter 
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gases. Further, the interior and exterior of the stack is no longer 
adversely affected by corrosive gases: 

!-Ir. and Mrs. Snow raise the fearsome spectre that "dust from the 
bricks that are crumbling and which have absorbed "laste is carried 
into the air and the people of Anaconda and the surrounding areas 
are breathing and ea'ting the pollutants, the carcinogens~'u 

Mr. Schultz stated on Feb. 29, 1984 that the interior lining 
brick is in good condition. Common sense dictates that little or 
no pollution exists from wind blowing on the exterior of the stack. 
The Environmental Protection Agency is charged with the responsibility 
of determining what, if any, danger exists to the public. On Jan. 
21, 1985 I contacted Doug Skie, an EPA official, concerning the 
subject. Mr. Skie stated that his agency has not made a determination 
that would either support or disclaim the Snow's statement. 

Mr. and Mrs. Snow next list some expenses to considar: 

• "Liability insurance. Conservative estimate $400-$500 per year." 

This would be true if a private o"ganization assumed the 
responsibility. However, if the State acquires the property 
it would automatically be covered by their blanket liability 
policy. 

• "Security Measures. 24-hr. guard and shelter for guard. Fencing. 
Conservative estimate $7,000 - $8,000." 

At this point we don't know whether or not the EPA study will 
allow visitors to actually visit the base of the stack. Therefore, 
security costs, such as a guard and/or fencing requirements are 
premature. (Ornar Schultz suggested cutting off the lower 30 feet 
feet of the outside ladder to discourage anyone from climbing the 
stack. ) 

• "Access road." (No cost extimate given): 

Anaconda Minerals will provide an access road to the stack site 
if such is required. Also, the Anaconda Job Corps has expressed 
a willingness to put the road in proper condition if requested. 

• t~arning signs; restrict public access to areas concerning ex
posure to arsenic and other carcinogens. t1 
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As stated above, at this point we don't know the outcome of 
the EPA study. Hopefully, no warning signs will be required. 

• "Monthly utility expense. Lighting approximately $400 per 
month at today's rate." . 

The Anaconda Minerals Co. has agreed to an expenditure of 
about $20,000 to ro-route a permanent power line to light the 
stack, as required by the FAA. However, we have no quarrel with 
the Snow's cost figure. 

• "Replacing rim (top of stack). 19S4 conservative estimate 
$23,000." 

This estimate was provided by Mr. Schultz after he last 
inspected the stack, and is correct. However, he merely made 
this suggestion to put the top of the stack in prime condition. 

"Sealing cottrell openings. The'decomposed top brick is to 
be dropped into the stack. As brick is made from slag, which 
contains waste and for 66 years has absorbed arsenic, acid and 
other hazardous substances, the two openings at the base of the 
stack stack where the cottrells were removed must be sealed. 1I 

(No cost estimate provided.) 

Mr. Schultz made no mention of dropping the bricks he may 
remove into the stack. As far as bricks falling off, the law 
of gravity dictatffithat any tile blocks (bricks) freely falling 
from the corbled arch at the top would fall outward, not inward. 
Mr. Schultz only suggested the removal of the top eight feet of 
the 5$5-foot structure. That is only a dozen courses of bricks. 

A minor point: The nearly 2~ million tile blocks were not 
made of slag, but from slime material made from copper ore 
waste tailings. 

Mr. Schultz did not recommend sealing the Cottrell openings. 
He recommended that the openings at the base of the stack should 
not be totally sealed so as to allow air to circulate throughout 
the interior and exit out of the top. 

;. "New lightning rod system. Estimated cost $)0,000 in 1975 
dollars." 
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The "new" lightning rod system is already in place. Ivlr. 
Schultz said the existing grounding is sound but that the 
electrostatic precipitators (Cottrells) demoliti'on damaged 
the integrity of the system and rep'~irs woUd have to be made. 
He estimated the cost at. about $5,000. 

"Tightning of the immense steel bands whieh were put on 
the stack to hold it together ••• u (No cost estimate given.) 

Following his most recent assent of the stack, Mr. Schultz 
stated the metal bands encircling the stack were in good 
condition. He made no recommendations concerning !urther 
tightning of the bands. 

• "Application tar-mastic at regular intervals to seal 
crevices and prevent deterioration. When the briek decomposes, 
it carries the mastic with it. Estimate 2900 gallons to cover 
approximately 1/3 of stack." 

When asked in particular of the integrity of the mastic 
covering on the southwest side of the stack, which faces pre
vailing winds and weather, Mr. Schultz stated it was is good 
condition. Further, he emphasized that the mastic application 
was done to protect the structure from erosive gases and not 
from the weather, which he described as a "Minor faetor." 

• "Soil. Scraping of the top layer of soil and disposing of 
it as a site to be determined by the EPA. Cost unknown, but 
as a reference - for a much smaller area, the Anaconda new 
sewer plant, clean up of contaminated soil estimated at 
$100,000." 

Again this is mere conjecture. Also, the cost estimate of 
$100,000 is a misleading comparison. Soil contamination at the 
sewer plant site was caused by contaminates contained in the 
copper tailings process leaching into the ground - a relatively 
high concentration. Reasoning dictates that this condition 
certaijnly would have a much higher contaminate concentration 
than would dust particulates eminating from the smelter gases. 

To date, the EPA has not advised it would even be necessary 
to remove the top layer of soil at the stack site. 
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I certainly hope this has assured you of our integrity in 
dealing with the Anaconda Minerals CO.1 the Parks Administration 
of the State Fish, Wildlife and Parks uepartment and our state 
lagimlators. 

~ -c-,.? 
~ 9 ~ 

,. ~----
Bob Vine 

xc: The Anaconda Minerals Co. 
Don Hyyppa, Adm., State Parks Div. 
Omar Schult.z 
Reps. Keenan & Minnehan 
Sen. Haffey 
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In Reference to the srT'okrstnck at Imncond!l. 

It has been stated that the smokestack ut Annconda will be u 
no-cost acquisition for the Stnte. Once the State assumes owner
ship, lt will be fully responsible for all expenses, nnd for the 
cleanu'p of the hazardous wu:Jtcn. 'rhe EPb. should be in attendance 
at all discussions. All Immediate nnd future expenses should he 
evaluated •. Until such Orne as f:hr. Stn.te ncquit',!!> ownershl1 01 tile 
stack, nothln/< will be said flbout Tf!pnlrs. In 1975 Genera' Hepar I'S 

totaled $97,000, Special Hepnlrs $1)b,OO\J to $155,000 total approx. 
$252,000 (in 1975 dollars) per letter from Omnr Schultz, Custodls 
Company to the Anaconda Company. The smelter closed in 1980. 
Unable obtain figures for other years. 

If no maintenance is done, it wlll continue to deteriorate. When 
the wind blows at Anaconda, whlch Is most of the time, the dust from 
the bricks that are crumbling anci which have absorbed wastes (arsenic, 
sulphur diOXide, cadmium, etc.) Is carried into the air, and the 
people of Anaconda and the surrounding areas are breathing and eating 
the pollutants. t~e ('~rcino~ens. 

Eventually it wi~l have to come down. If the Stnte has title,the 
State will have to take care of this, burying it or whatever, per 
EPA regulations, and be paid for b.1{ the State. The Atlantic-Rich
field - Anaconrla Company wlll clenn up this mess, C\nd they should 
be allowed and required to do so. 

Some Exoenses to Consider: 

Liability insurance. Conservative eHtimnte $400-$500 per year. 

Securi ty measures. 24-hr. p-uard, and shelter I'or ,,-uard. 
Fencing. Consr.rvative estimate $7000-.$8000. 
Access road. 
Warning Signs; restrict public: access to arcas conr-ernin~ 

exposure to arsenlc and oLher r-urr-ino~ens. 
Maintenance of the above, 

Monthly utlll ty expense. Lightlnp: Hoprox. $400 per month at 
todays rate. _ ._ 

Replacing rim (top of stack). 19!14 c:onservRtive estimflte $23,000. 
Bricks 60 feet 1n diameter by R-I0 feet deep are in very 
bad s hn pe. dt~comp(Jsed and mus t be removed Hnd flew rim 
made. While the smel ter WflS in operation the heat kept 
the stack dry. Stuck closed in 1980. 

Sealing cottrell openings. The de~omposed top brick is to be 
dropped into the stack. As the brlr-k Is made from slag 
which cont.ains waste, flnll for 66 years has absorbed ar
senic, acld, nnd other llH7.1·lrdous substunc:es. the two 
openlnp;s at the base of the stack where the cottrells 
were removed must be [Jeuled. Each opening 60 feet hIgh 
by 12 feet wide. Cost unlwOJ-m. 

New Lip;htnlng Rod System. Estimated cost $30,000 in 1975 dollars. 
T1~htening of the Immense steel b:ln(ls which ~Tere put Rround the 

stack to hold It together (at least eo bands). Omar 
Schultz, Custodis Company stated in 1975 that the ,bands 
would have to be tI~htened Rt regular intervals to sus
tain the integrIty of the stack due to the breakIng of 
the bond between the mortar and brIck. . " . 

Applications tar-mastic at regular intervals to seRI crevIces and 
prevent deteriora t Ion. \'Ihan the brick decomposes. it 
carries the magtic with tt. Estl.mate 2900 v.allons to 
cover approx I/J of stRck. 

Soil. Seraping of the top llly!'r of soil and :lisposlng of it 
nt a gite to be dctermtned hy the EPA. Cost unknown, but 
as a reference - for R ~uch R~mller areu. the Anaconda 
new sewer plant, clean u~ of contaminated solI estimated 
at ~lOO,OOO, 

Sincerely, ) 
I?'~_A_'; '~. t~ (/ /. 

""".. 'II" :c.- --.([-, l·C-<-V' 0:1:: . .:7.t, ,c, k'- ' 
• • -,..~ J 

Mr. & Mrs. Lee H. Sno~1 
105 North Lor-ust 
Anl1ccndn, f10nt. 'i')711 56)-2603 ov~----



-"'~~-i:JJ .- .. -- - - - -

Agency says 'beware' 
By Cathy Kradolfer; determine the level of contamin-

Standard Staff Writer; alion. 
WARNING: The Environmental Doug Skie, of the EPA, said that 

Protection Agency has determined because his agency is charged with 
that viewing the 585-foot Anaconda protecting the public health, offi
stack may be hazardous to your cials wiII be carefully looking at any 
health. 1 area that might be heavily visited by 

Granted, It may be an extr~me the public. . 
example. But those working to' Regardless of whether the area is 
promote Anaconda's fledgling a cultural Dr historic site, "the 
tourist industry may have to put up greater the exposure to the public, 
warning signs, stage an extensive the more stringent the clean-up 
cleanup and restrict public access to process will have to be." 
some areas before the sites are con- That might mean that a viewing 
sidered safe for public viewing. stand planned by those working to 

Two of the attractions - the~tack 
and and a proposed walk-Wough 
tour and museum at the old works
are most threatened. Both are part 
of a federal SuperFund site, slated 
for extensive cleanup under the 
direction of the Environmental Pro
tection Agency. 

EPA officials are now trying to 
set up a plan for cleaning up the 
hazardous waste site left behind 
when the Anaconda Minerals Co. 
shut dO\ ... n in 1980. The site includes 
both smelter hill - where the stack 
st3nds - and the old works. located 
acrcss the highway from the stack. 

That plan will detail the level of 
toxic materials and contamination 
at the site and will set up guidelines 
for how much clean-up must be done 
so that the area is not a public health 
hazard. 

The EPA plans to take samples 
from the stack in the next month to 

preserve the stack will have to be 
built a "safe distance" from the 
stack. 

The agency would be concerned 
that young children visiting the 
stack might be exposed to arsenic, 
or other carcinogens, simply by 
playing on the ground around the 
stand and then putting U:cir fingers 
in their mouth. 

Pete Smith. of the county's Bo
vironmental Advisory COlll;cil. ~.:lid 
Anacondans to Preserve the St:1ck is 
aware of the requirements they m<!y 
have to contend with and is trying to 
work with the EPA to fir:d out bow 
stringent the rules might be. 

Skie said that the Tri-County 
Historical Society and Anacondans 
to Preserve the Stack should be 

. careful about accepting tile deed to 
any land that is Pilrt of the Super
Fund site. Undcifederal rules, they 
might then becl1me responsible for 
any cleanup of the land. 

112/7/84, Anacont1a sets 

)modern\ trends 
I cannot believe what a trend-setting 

town Anaconda has become! First, we 
have a proposal to make a SuperFund' 
toxic waste site a state park! What an 
idea' I am proud to say I had nothing to 
du with that: - _ . \\'hat's 
;lcxl" - JOH,'i G. MARTIIALLEH, 19 
S. Hauser, Anaconda 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

Ex/tt ibit 3 
J.-6 -~~ 
S+a..cJ::. 

The members of the Pintlar Scenic Route Committee represent the two counties 

• connected by Highway lO-A. Our purpose is to promote tourism in the area and publicize 

the attractions along the way . 

• As a group we strongly endorse: thE) efforts to have the Anaconda Smelter Smoke-

stake designated as a State Monument, not only for its potential as an attraction .. 
for our visitors, but also as a majestic reminder of our heritage and our history. 

The Officers and Members of the Highway lO-A Pintlar Scenic Route Committee .. .. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

iii 

.. 



To i\'hom It May Concern: 

The Charnber of Commerce of Anaconda strongly 

endorses the efforts of the Anacondans to Preserve 

E.xh', bi4 <f 
')..- 6 -~~ 
S~ 

the Stack to have th.e structure named a State Honument, 

and we wholeheartly urge the Legislative to allow this 

no cost acquisition by the Montana Department of Fish, 

\'!ildllfe and Parks. 

The Copper Kings of the last century played an 

important role in the development of Hontana territory 

into a thriving industrial State. The stack would be 

a fitting ~nument dedicated to the thousands of men 

and women whose labors built the copper mining and 

smelting empire of Montana. 

• 



2950 HARRISON AVENUE • PHONE 494-5595 (AREA CODE 406) 

February 5, 1985 

Mr. Bob Thoft, Chairman 
Long Range Planning Committee 
State of Montana Legislature 
Helena, Montana 59620 

Dear Mr. Thoft and Committee Members: 

Ex.h;bi+ ·S 
• BUTTE, MONTANA 59701 

.;l-'·85 
SfG.tlc.. 

The Butte-Silver Bow Chamber of Commerce would like to offer 
support for the Anaconda Stack Proposal and the Proposal for 
a Tourism Train connecting Butte and Anaconda. 

We feel both are key features to long-range tourism develop
ment plans for our area. 

Thank you. 

;d:::/(j~~ 
Beverly ~ atr:thers 
President 
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Alice Finnegan - Director of the Tri-County Historical Society; member of 

the Board of Directors of the Anaconda Community Development Agency, and 

the Copper Village Museum and Art Center; member Anaconda Chapter DAR. 

I have served on the Anaconda Tourism Task Force since 1980 and the study 

just completed by a Professional Agency in New York, Peterson/Davidson, 

whom i might add worked for the State of Montana a few years ago, came to 

the conclusion that if Anaconda is to become a viable Community again in 

Montana, the only feasible economic development we have is our History/ 

Heritage. It has to be developedl 

What says more for our history than the symbol that the "Stack" holds! 

Many areas of the Country are looking for a symbol to build - we have one 

It was/is an engineering feat! It is the only ONE in the \{orld! No one 

could afford to build it again and if it goes - a very important part of 

HONTANA'S history is gone-- forever! 

Please consider the alternative to my request - what a shame it would be 

to deprive future Montanan I s the opport uni ty to see that wo nderful symbol 

of the industry that made our State - good or bad that is not for us to 

judge, but why not take that Stack andmake something positive of it for 

the future~ 

It is easy to blow something down, but we lack the craftsmen today to 

build such a monument to an era that is paSSing! We owe it to the many 

thousands of men and women who worked so hard for the state's industry 

in the past and gave so much! PLEASE HELP US "KEEP IT tIP"!!!!!!! 

THANK YOU!!! 

Sincerely, 

tii~c£, 1 /G~r~ 
Alice Finnegan l 
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Margie Smith BI --------~--______________________________________ LL NO. 

ADDRESS RR~ceRda,N~O~~aX~ble Road DATE Feb. 6, 1985 

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT? . Anacondans to Preserve the Stack 
--------------------------------------------

SUPPORT ___ y_E_S________________ OPPOSE _________________ AMEND 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 

Corrunents: 

CS-34 

Since the closure of the Anaconda smelter we have watched our 
town slowly change from a bustling little company town, to a sad 
but proud community. Right now we are still in the midst of 
business closures, houses for sale and good long-time Anaconda 
families moving. Many of our buildings are gone, but the memories 
of the good times are clear. 

The smelter complex was known as liThe Hill" and everything was 
tied to it. Now all that remains are the stories, the old timers, 
many widows and boxes and boxes of documented history. The 
Anaconda Company kept precise records of every phase of the 
smeltering process. These are available1 along with a wealth of 
personal records the men kept themselves. We have the original 
specification sheets that the stack was built from, work records, 
magazines of the Copper Cadetts, when women stepped in to fill 
their husbands' job during the war and now, today, letters from 
allover the united States telling of someone's personal pride 
in having roots beginning here in Anaconda. Our history is a 
non-depletable resource. We are just starting to see it's 
potential. 

We are asking that the State of Montana acknowledge our efforts 
and designate our Stack as a State Monument. Along with Butte, 
Deer Lodge and Philipsburg we are putting our historic beginnings 
on display. The smokestack era is gone, but we are still here 
and so is the world's largest free-standing brick stack. 

We fully intend to continue to develope our history the way it should 
be, someday a complete museum where kids from allover our State 
can come and see history, not just depend on pictures in a book. 
We have combined with Butte to see what is left and the best way 
to use it. Our committee has also devised a way to fund our efforts 
through the sale of ItBrick Certificates" which has already raised 
$14001 received grants totalling $2500 and pledges of almost $2000. 
This will be turned over to the State of Montana for lighting 
costs and further preservation of the stack. Local fund raisers 
will begin this summer and our goal of a National Landmark 
designation during our state Cenntenial will be in sight. 



· Attached please see some of the support which has been 
given for the preservation of the Anaconda stack. 

We are asking that the state of Montana accept this 
donation from the Anaconda Minerals Company and designate 
the stack a State Monument. Thus giving us time to continue 
to develop our regional history as ~ major tourist attraction. 

We have already developed four areas: 

1. Viewing Center completed anddshowing an 
informational slide show on the smeltering 
process. 

2. The stack is included in a regional historic 
theme with Butte. This plan is being developed 
by Fred Quivic and will tie all the regional 
history together. 

3. Lighting costs until mid-1986 will be taken care 
of by the Anaconda Minerals Company. The MC 
has already stated they will install new power 
lines to the stack at no cost to the State. 
All money available through our committee will 
be turned over to the state for on-going monthly 
lighting (approx~9~~ a month) We have developed 
funding for this through the sale of Brick 
Certificates and raised $4,000 so far. 

4. We are continuing to work on National Landmark 
Status through the Department of Interior. 

Thank you for your time. We will answer any questions at 
the hearing wednesday. ( 8;00 AM, Rm. 420). 
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ANACONDANS TO PRESERVE THE STACK 

Accomplishments and Support 1983 through April 1984 

SUPPORT EXTENT OF SUPPORT 

The Montana Ghostown Preservation 
Society •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• This is a group of architects 

that recognized the historical 
engineering value of the stack 
before any other group took a 
stand. They had a member come 
to Anaconda for a presentation 
before our Chamber of Commerce. 

Copper Village Museum and Arts 
Center ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Donated the use of the Arts 

Center for meetings which were 
held every Monday night for 
the past 13 months. Also 
the use of equipment and some 
supplies. 

Tri-County Historical Society ••••••••• Helped with letters, grant writing, 
phone calls, fund raising and 
overall advice and leadership. 

Montana Historical Society •••••••••••• Wrote letters of support, helped 
with gaining State-wide support, 
and researched and wrote our 
application for the National 
Register. 

Department of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Wrote letters of support, keeps 

a scrapbook of our newspaper 
articles, gave us encouragement 
to preserve the stack for a 
possible state monument. 

American Society of Civil 
Engineering ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Wrote letters of support stating 

the stack could possibily be 

Deer Lodge County Manager and 

a historic civil engineering 
landmark 

Commissioners ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Passed a resolution requesting 
delay of demolition. 

Anaconda Minerals Company ••••••••••••• Delayed demolition for 6 months 



SUPPORT 

Cleveland Wrecking 

U'S -10 

EXTENT OF SUPPORT 

Company •••••••••••• Used selective demolition to 
remove the Cottrels so as not 
to damage the integrety of the 
stack. 

. ~ 

National Heritage Magazine •••••••••••• Requested information and permiss~r 
to use the stack in their book. 

Montana Division of AFofL CIO ••••••••• Jim Murray will sponsor a meetingl 
in Anaconda to help get the stack 
designated as a monument to labor 
and mana:ement. i 

National Weather Bureau ••••••••••••••• Don Nyqu.st supplied us with 
records of weather and wind datin~ .. 
back 65 years ago. .. 

Roy Johnson of American Power 
Producers - Seattle, WA. • •••••••••••• Used his own money to come to do [J 

Anaconda to inspect the stack, II 
some testing and submitted an 
impressive proposal for wind 1 
generating at the base of the 3ta<jl.. 

The National Center for Appropriate 
Technology •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• At their own expense did a compleJl 

. testing/examination of Mr. Johnso~s 
wind proposal. The results showed 
that the stack is an asset for j~' 
wind generation but not cost-effe' 
tive or profitable in the design 
submitted. Suggested more model I~" 
work and studies to develop this, , 
as something could very definitely 
be installed here. 

State Department of National 
Resources and Conservation •••••••••••• Offered help to develop a wind 

generation proposal that could be~J 
funded through their Department. • 

Montana Federation of Womens' l 
Clubs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Wrote of their complete support I 

State-wide. 

C.B.S Television ••••••••••••••••••••• Filmed the area and stack for a ~ 
Sunday Morning with Charles Karau~ 
Show. 

Anaconda Chamber of Commerce, Dan Worsdel, Commissioners, and the 
Local Development corporation all wrote letters of Bupport. 

I 

I 
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SUPPORT EXTENT OF SUPPORT 

Grant Kohrs Ranch •••••••••••••••••••• Helped supply slides for a slide 
show. 

Bob Vine •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Completed the slide show complete} 
at his own expense and this slide 
show has been shown at least once 
a week since Dec. 1983, to schoolt 
service clubs, churchs, breakfast 
and ~urrounding cities. 

He also designed the Landmark Prir 
Which has brought us much needed 
funding. 

Designed.and saw to the printing 
of the brick certificates. 

The Montana Standard Paper ••••••••••• In February of 1984 printed their 
support titled Anaconda Stack 
symbolizes an Era • 

Anaconda Minerals Company •••••••••••• After studying our proposal for 
preservation agreed to give us 
more time to work on conditions 
set by them. 

Omar Schultz ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Donated and completed a $10,000 
inspection of the stack. Also 
informed us that the costly 
maintenance of the stack was not 
necessary and that he would come 
to Anaconda the summer of 1984. 
if the stack is donated to our 
group, and do whatever renovation 
is necessary for $23,000. 

Cleveland wrecking Company ••••••••••• Donated the banks of lights 
presently lighting the stack. 

F.A.A.,.. Seattle, WA. • ••••••••••••••• Sent a letter stating that the 
lighting of the stack before the 
closure was sufficient. 

Deer Lodge Chamber of Commerce ••••••• Saw the slide show and sent a 
great letter of support of how the 
stack will add to our tourist 
attractions in our region. 

Pintlar Scenic Route Group ••••••••••• Recognized our efforts and came 
out in full support. Arranged 
for us to hear the Governor's 
Council on Economic Development 
on Tourism Seminar in Helena. 
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SUPPORT 

John Kelly 

Page 4 II 
EXTENT OF SUPPORT J 
A businessman from Anaconda who I' 
is a retired civic leader/worker 
came out of retirement to develop 
a fund raising drive of selling 
certificates of bricks in the I 
stack, which has been widely 
accepted and supported. 

Cleveland Wrecking ••••••••••••••••••• Agre~d to let Al Clark and 
John Streznick re-connect the 
lightening system. This was done fl.; 
and made completely acceptable. I 

Senator Jack Haffey •••••••••••••••••• Wrote a letter o~ Total support I' 
of the preservat10n of the stack' 

W. (Red) Minnehan •••••••••••••••••••• Wrote a letter to Mr. Gardner 
stating his support for the ;t.i 
stack preservation. • 

Nancy Keenan ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Wrote a letter of total support I .... 
of the preservation of the stack,' 

Anaconda Jobs Corp •••••••••••••••••••• Offered to construct a road and 
parking area if needed, in the I' 

summer of 1985. They are in 
complete support of the preservatic 

Montana Arts Council •••••••••••••••••• Offered to help develop the bUdgjl 
and I.R.S. application and tie 

Earl Sager 

the heritage and culture of the 
smelter in with our Culture I;. 
Resourc'es Center .... hich will be 
housed in the Anaconda City Hall 
in the near future. I 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 000er of Sager Tours, has offered 
the use of his computer and ~ 
expertise keeping records o~ the. 
money collected, bricks sold, new 
members and budget and billing. 

An Advisory Council has been set up, to offer advice and suggestions 
J 
II 

to the Anacondans to Preserve the Stack committee. Although not 
complete as of this date the following have agreed to be on this boardl 

Dodge Leary 
Ellis Donaldson 
Earl Sager 
Dan Worsdel 

The businesses and individuals following have offered their help 
in selling the brick certificates, this is a great show of support. 

I 
1 
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"OWN A PIECE OF THE ANACONDA STACK" 
.•. and become an associate member of the 

ANACONDANS TO PRESERVE THE STACK 

The Anaconda Stack is a National landmark. It is S8S'It' high and 
contains 2,464,672 special tile blocks equivelent 10 6,672,214 ordinary 
bricks. It took a dozen skilled brick masons 142 actual working days to 
complete the structure. The first brick was laid May 16, 1918 and the last 
brick was laid Nov. 30, 1918. 

(ertificates are available at the following: 
(Cost is $2.00 per brick) 

BUTTE 
Best West Supply (0. 
Butte Booksellers 
(enez 
Downey Drug Store 
Montana Tech 
Student Union Bldg. 
Bookstore 
Waite Oil Co. 

OPPORTUNITY 
Pat' Peg's (eramic 
Ruth Ann Puccinelli 

DEER LODGE 
J B's Sporting Goods 
Old West Bakery 
Pioneer Hardware 
T owe-Ford Musuem 

DRUMMOND 
Swede's Bar 

PHILLIPSBURG 
Granite (0. Way Station 

ANACONDA 
Anaconda Army Navy Surplus 
Anaconda Consignment 
Anaconda Videa 
Bill's Husky Station 
Brown Derby 
Cameraland 
(armel's 
Circle K 
(oast to Coast 
Copper Town Gallery 
Fairmont Hot Springs 
Federal (redit Union 
Granny's 
Haufbrau 
Huggy Bears 
Intermountain Bus lines 
June's Pasty Shop 
Metcalf Center 
Midtown Variety 
Montgomery Ward 
Mug Root Beer 
Norwest Bank 
Owl Bar 
Paradise Bar 
Park Cafe &. lounge 
Peppermint Patty's 
Rocky Mountain Meats 
Safeway 
Sager Tours 
Seven Gables-Georgetown lake 
The Barefoot Cobbler 
The Mane A "raction 
Thompson's 
Tri-County Historical Society 
VanMeel's Furniture &. Applian(8s 
Weiss Cash Grocery 

Or just mail the coupon below to: 
ANACONDANS TO PRESERVE THE STACK 

P.O. BOX 893, ANACONDA, MT. 59711 

-------------, 
YES, I WANT TO HflP PR!SfRVE THE 
ANACONDA STACK. PLEASE SEND ME MORE 
INfORMATION ON HOW TO PURCHASE MY 
BRICKS. 

NAME ______________ • 

ADDRESS • ______________ . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I CITY ---------------- I 
L~~~.::::.====_=_=-_.::~_=_====_J 
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APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: i M.-A (,-J Mli4. ~ r J/.J 

DO YOU: SUPPORT? X 

COMMENT: . . 
AMEND? OPPOSE? ----

PLEASE LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITH THE CO~ITTEE SECRETARY. 
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In Reference to the smokestack at Anaconda. 

It has been stated that the smokestack at Anaconda will be a 
no-cost acqulsltlon for the State. Once the State assumes owner
ship, it w11l be fully responslble for all expenses, and for the 
cleanup of the hazardous wastes. The EPA should be in attendance 
at all dlscusslons. All lmmediate and future expenses should be 
evaluated. ,Untll such tIme as the State ac urres ownershl of tne 
stac • no ng wlll be sald a out re~alrs. In 19 Genera Popa rs 
totaled 397,000, SpecIal RepaIrs $13 ,006 to $155,000 total approx. 
$252,000 (in 1975 dollars) per letter from Omar Schultz, Custodls 
Company to the Anaconda Company. The smelter closed in 1980. 
Unable obtain flgures for other years. 

If no maintenance ls done, lt will contlnue to deterlorate. When 
the wlnd blows at Anaconda, whlch ls most of the tlme, the dust from 
the bricks that are crumbllng and which have absorbed wastes (arsen1c, 
sulphur dloxlde. cadmlum, etc.) ls carrled lnto the alr, and'the 
people of Anaconda and the surroundlng areas are breathlng and eatlng 
the pollutants. the carclnogens. 

Eventually lt will have to come down. If the State has tltle,the 
State'will have to take care of this. burylng lt or whatever, per 
EPA regulatlons, and be paid for by the State. The Atlantlc-Rlch
field - Anaconda Company will clean up thls mess, and they should 
be allowed and requlred to do so. 

Some Expenses to Conslder: 

Llablilty lnsurance. Conservatlve estlmate $400-$500 per year. 

Security measures. 24-hr. guard, and shelter for guard. 
Fenclng. Conservative estimate $7000-$8000. 
Access road. 
Warnlng signs; restrict publlc access to areas concerning 

exposure to arsenlc and other carclnogens. 
Malntenance of the above. 

Monthly utility expense. Llghting approx. $400 per month at 
todays rate. 

Replacing rlm (top of stack). 1984 conservative estimate $2),000. 
Brlcks 60 feet ln dlameter by 8-10 feet deep are ln very 
bad shape. decomposed and must be removed and new rim 
made. While the smelter was ln operatlon the heat kept 
the staak dry. Stack closed in 1980. 

Seallng cottrell openings. The decomposed top brick is to be 
dropped into the stack. As the brlck is made from slag 
which contains waste, and for 66 years has absorbed ar
senlc, aCid, and other hazardous substances, the two 
openlngs at the base of the stack where the cottrells 
were removed must be sealed. Each opening 60 feet hlgh 
by 12 feet wide. Cost unknown. 

New Llghtnlng Rod System. Estlmated cost $30,000 in 1975 dollars. 
Tlghtenlng of the lmmense steel bands whlch were put around the 

stack to hold lt together (at least 80 bands). Omar 
Schultz, Custodis Company stated in 1975 that the bands 
would have to be tightened at regular lntervals to sus
tain the integrity of the stack due to the breaking of 
the bond between the mortar and brick. 

Applications tar-mastic at regular intervals to seal crevlces and 
prevent deterioratlon. When the brlck decomposes, it 
carries the mastic with It. Estimate 2900 gallons to 
cover approx 1/3 of stack. 

5011. Seraplng of the top layer of soll and disposlng of lt 
at a slte to be determined by the EPA. Cost unknown. but 
as a reference - for a much smaller area, the Anaconda 
new sewer plant, clean up of contamlnated soll estimated 
at $600,000 plus. 

S?£ii~~~-J 
Mr. & Mrs. Lee H. Snow 
105 North Locust 
Anaconda, Mont. 59711 563-2603 OVel'---
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by Bob Vine .' .' 
(Editors Note: Tho following article was prepared bY'Bob 

Vine, a former employee of the Anaconda Minerals Company, 
as a "public seAlce" In responso' to several q~estlons from 
both those wishing to preserve the Anaconda Smelter 
smokestack and those who are opposed to saving the struc· 
ture.) 

Preface 
, Whether or not the historic Anaconda ~oot stack should 

be allowed to remain standing or be blasted to dust has been 
and is continuing to be a burning question among Anacon" 
~ .. 
M~ch of the rhetoric has been somewhere between the ex

tremes of the product of emotion and the dollar cost of,keep-,.". 
ing the structural integrltyof the famous landmark. : .. )ro~:' '~/'; 

This writing, based on an excellent inspection and preven- '. 
tative maintenance program proposed over the years by the . 
Custodis Construction Company, which maintained the stack . ~ 
for the company, is offered to help give my fellow citizens a.' ...... . 
better perspective <!n the suhject. .' . : ; 

... : ' ..• !-:~ 

Background 
.::~;; (,: ' 

In August 1965, Ornar A. Schultz of the CUstodi.s Co. sUbmit-
ted a set of sixty-three photographs of the stack's outer ~ 
face to local Anaconda management. . ." 

In his accompanying report, Mr. Schultz noted that the .' ;. 
main reason the stack had not developed long, vertical 

~ cracks such as are common to tall brick stacks, is because of : . 
the seParation at most of the mortar joints. The separations 
were reported by Schultz to vary in width from a hairline to . 
118 of an inch. ' .,.. . . . 

As there are more than 400 individual bricks (tiles) in each 
course, and using an average of 1132 of an ~~ for each ver
tical crack, Schultz estimated that by multiplyIng by 4~, the 
circumferential growth would exceed one foot. . . . 

Schultz reported that the condition was not serious, but 
would require some attention in the neaI: future. : 

(A popular belief is that the stack sways anywhere from an 
inch to six feet. So a transit was set on the stack by an 
engineer with the wind blowing 60 miles an hour. The stack 
didn't sway at all.). .' . 

Two years previously (1963), Custodis applied a coal tar 
base coating over approximately the upper 200 feet of ~e 
stack. An inspection the following year revealed the coating 
that bridged or covered the voids had separated, leaving .. 
many of the open joints exposed. ~ 'tERRS !/1'J/f{.Jf!pTEb 

Consequently, mastic was trowled over all of the separated 
jOints. Schultz reported he felt the sealed surfac:e would be· 
irnp€rvious to weather and should change very little during 
the next several years. Another inspection was made in 1966: 

In late May of 1973 (ten years ago), Schultz again made a 
thorough inspection and report to local Anaconda manag~ 
ment. He also submitted nearly a hundred photographs of the~ 
stack's physical condition. . • 

In his report, Schultz submitted complete specitications 
covering exterior repairs that were to be completed during 
the swnmer of 1976. He reported that six to eight inches of 
flue dust had bullt-up on the.west side of the stack, plus an a~ \ 
cumulation of flue dust on top of the stack's cap. 

He reported that approximately 10 percent of the flange, or 
lip, of the 226 foot section was missing and he estimated an 
additional five to 10 percent or more of the Terra CotUt lips 
were cracked or broken. . 

To prevent any further damage, he said Custodis would 
propose the installation of a stainless steel zee ~ around 
the head, immediately below the cap. 

During the initial construction of the stack, the perforated 
radial tiles (bricks) were intentionally filled with mortar. 
which subsequently resulted in sulfation of the mortar. This, 
Schultz felt, in time, would cause the splitting or spalling of 
the face of the tile. 

ANACONDA'S 585 foot smokestack at the smelter 
In July 1922. -Photo courtesy Bob Vine 

. . 
steel bands around the top of the stack and the application of 
2,900 gallons of paint and mastic. -

The estimated cost of all general repairs was pegged at 
$60,000 in 1975. . 

Schultz also noted the condition of the lightning rod system 
did not conform to established minimum requirements and 
suggested the installation of a supplemental lightning rod 
system at an estimated cost of $30,000 (again in 1975 dollars). 

Therefore, the total estimated cost of repairs, the installa
tion of a supplemental lightning rod system and inside in
spection was estimated to come to $97,000 in 1975 dollars. 

He also outlined his recommendations for special repairs 
- that should be made if the project life of the stack is 15 to 20 
years or longer. 

.the installation of 16 heavy-duty steel bands in the 
300-foot area above the base of the stack at an estimated cost -
of between $16-$20,000. . ' 

• the repair of brick faces at an estimated cost of between 
$20,000-$25,000. 

• the repair of all mortar joints at an estimated cost of bet-
ween $100-$110,000. . 

Therefore the cost of "special repairs" would total between 
$136-$155,000 in 1975 estimated dollars. ' -------------------- Summary and conclusion 
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c. f f th til _____ Summary and conclusion , U ace 0 e e. . h .. . di 
: . Anaconda/ Arco has preVIOusly stated t e nummum con -

... He reported the upper 150 to 200-foot area previously sealed tions it would require to be met if the 51J5.foot stack be allow- I 

with mastic and membrane had deteriorated. He nuted that ed to remain standing. This included a thorough inspection of 
most of the membrane had disappeared and carried with it the structure, the installation of a cap on top of the stack to 
the mastic.jq '73 111f1.s1" If!. RGRIN DETER/OR FrrE /) prevent further moisture erosion and the sealing of the open-

ii. Noting that at the time of his report the stack was almost 55 ings at the base of the stack.which connect to the.adjacent 
years old Schultz recommended that it would be necessary Cottrell treaters, scheduled to be demolished. 
to adequ~tely protect the outside surface of the brick and In addition, an electrical power line would have to be 
mortar to preserve the materials in their present condition stnmg to the base of the stack for required FAA lighting'. 

a. and prevent deterioration which ultimately could weaken the·, Also, adequate security measures would have to be taken to 
stack structurally. : prevent personal injury. (Perhaps an estimated cost of some 

. He reported that with the exception of a major crack on.the $200,000 would be a conservative figure.) , 
~ west side of the stack, which had developed as the posSlble I do not know if all or even part of Mr. Schmidt's suggested 
.. ~ result of an earthquake, there were not more major cracks. 1975 general repairs, including the installation of a sup-
t\ He also stated he was glad to report that as far as he could, • plementallightnlng rod system, were undertaken. If,not, the 

\ ~ determine, the stack had no structural defects. He said he cost would have to be borne today (inflated to today s dollar 
( didn't find any new cracks or evidence of any serious or ma- I figure) if the integrity of the stack is to be maintained. 
III jor defects. . . Further, we know that his suggested "spe~ repairJ" 

Schultz felt it would be a waste of money to attempt to reo . amounting to between $136,000 to $155,000 (again projected 10 
paint the upper 100 feet of the stack without first removing all . . . 1983 figures) would have to be made if the structure were to 

. of the existing paint. Therefore, he proposed that ~pairs be G put in sound physical shape for the future. _ . ~ 
i. deferred until the summer of 1975. . . .. . I can only conclude that saving the stack and also preserv-

Schultz pointed out that the separation and fracturing of ing the structural integrity of the historic landmark will cost 
both vertical and horizontal joints had caused no visible a great deal of money, now and in the future. The money 
serious structural problems but the breaking of the bond Mt- would have to come from someone, somewhere, as local fun- . 

.. ween the brick and mortar had weakened the structure. He ,ding, due to present economic conditions in Anaconda, is 1m-
suggested that a number of heavy bands be installed in 1975, possible.. . . . 
between the top of the octagional stack base to the bottom of I have always believed that once Anaconda citizens are 

i the painted section, which was about 300 f~et from the ba~e. presented facts they arrive at logical conclusions, as facts, . 
.. With bands installed on 2O-foot centers, It was his opinion not emotions, foster a sound course of action. 

that the condition that had existed would change very little Will the big stack remain standing and be maintained in a . 
Over the next several years. (The bands were never placed proper manner due to its just right, or will it become just 

. above the base to the bottom of the painted section.) another Anaconda memory? 

.. He stressed that the mortar on the stack showed very little 
evidence of erosion. He said that there are an estimated 
190,000 lineal feet of horizontal or bed joints in the unpainted 
section above the base and he added there is no way to 

; estimate how many cracks existed in this section. . . 
.. In all frankness, he reported that while the sealing and pro-

tection of all the mortar joints in the unpainted section would 
. be a good investment, the e:q>enditure could not be justi!ied if 
: the anticipated life of the stack is less than 15 years. 
.. Schultz observed that it had been an estimated 20 years ovER 

since his company made an internal inspection of the stack 3 " 
and that it was a rather superficial inspection. It was ma~e yERRS' 

; by one man in a bos'urn chair. He suggested a thorough m- . 
"spection be made in 1974 (if there was a strike), or 1975. He 

said that such an i.,spection would take one man six to seven 
~ days to complete, working one shift a day, at a cost of $7,500 
fjin estimated 1975 dollars.' .' 
.. He also outlined the scope of basic repairs he recommend

ed to be done in '1975. They included the scaffolding for 
repairs of the entire outside area which was painted black, 

k the removal of fule dust from the top of the Terra Cotta cap vi 
..... .,<1 the repair of damaged cap sections and the replacement NO ax 
\ ~e cap lip. . '. F1 pPR 

. ~er suggested general repair Items included the./ S S 
\ "hammer-testing" and repair of the straight part of the BRNPS 
'-stack's head, an area about three feet in height, the installa-

tion of approximately 15 feet of stainless steel ladder and pull 
'lars at the top of the stack, the re-tightening of all of the 41 
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WRITTEN TESTIHONY IN FAVOR OF THE AMAZON TRAIL 

by: Rebecca Gilmer 

Hy name is Rebecca Gilmer. I'm a private citizen who would 

like to express her comments on the Amazon Trail proposal. In 

Jefferson County lies a winding scenic trail created when the 

Montana Central Railway built its railroad linking Butte to 

Helena in 1886. Extending thirty-four miles through scenic 

mountainous terrain, the right-of-way is bordered with forested 

slopes and colorful rock formations and includes an historic 

one-mile-long tunnel and an historic trestle. Removal of the 

tracks in 1984 from the abandoned right-of-way left the trail 

open to sportsmen, ranchers, and recreationists for their use. 

The trail is ideal for hiking, jogging, bicycling, horseback 

riding, and, in the winter, cross-country skiing, although 

it is not now being widely used for these activities. , 
Since abandoning its line, Burlington Northern has begun 

planning to dispose of the right-of-way. I am therefore speaking 

on behalf of myself as a recreator and a group of citizens who 

have asked the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks to acquire 

the right-of-way and preserve it as a Hontana Recreational Trail 

for non-vehicular activities. We have named the right-of-way 

liThe Amazon Trail ll after a historic train station, tunnel, and 

mine in the area. 

Similar recreational trails have been developed from abandoned 

railroad right-of-ways and are heavily used in other areas. For 

-"l. __ ',' ... 
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example, the Milwaukee Road Trail Park was created when Washington 

State purchased 213 miles of the abandoned right-of-way of the 

Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific railroad, making the 

first 25 miles a State park. This scenic trail is used primarily 

for horseback riding, hiking, and, in the winter, cross-country 

skiing. No motor vehicles are allowed. 

Another example of this type of park is the Sluiceboxes State 

Monument in the Belt Creek canyon of central Montana which was 

created in part from an abandoned right-of-way of the Montana 

Central railroad. The State Monument is closed to all motor 

vehicles, but is open to hikers, horseback riders, and other 

recreationists. 

Because one section of the trail has particular historical 

and aesthetic value, we are now placing emphasis on acquisition 

of that portion of the right-of-way extending from Boulder to the 

old Corbin station near Jefferson City. This would lower the 

pricetag on the proposal considerably, given that Burlington 

Northern has suggested a price to the State of Montana of 

$168,000.00, which works out to approximately $4,941.00 per mile. 

Since the portion we are most interested in acquiring is approx

imately 13 miles in length, the price would presumably be 

approximately $64,235.00. 

Montana has a magnificent landscape as well as a colorful 

and exciting past to preserve and share with future generations, 

but, because the history of its settlement is so recent, the 
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value of historical preservation is often not recognized by many 

of its citizens. Through the creation and preservation of the 

Amazon Trail, present and future generations will have an 

opportunity to run, ski, or play in a scenic corridor and relive 

the past which is unique to the American West. 

We urge this committee to support the Amazon Trail. We do 

recognize that ,the Parks Division has suggested no acquisition 

in this biennium. The Division's recommendation is warranted, 

but acquisition of this property is a one-time opportunity. If 

we lose this chance, it may not come again. Moreover, it's a 

chance that isn't going to cost the price of a Lake Elmo. Further, 

maintenance and operational costs will be next to nothing and 

development costs minimal. Frankly the only thing proposed to 

you this session that is less expensive is the Anaconda Stack --

and since you can acquire that by donation, the total output for 

two properties would be less than seven percent of one of ·the 

properties acquired last biennium. If, however, you should 

decide not to approve the proposal during this session, please 

allow us to pursue the project by granting funds to the Department 

to further evaluate the proposal for possible acquisition at a 

later date. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

Sincerely, 
r-., ~ ( 
,\-~..J:.'"0t.-(JA. . :/' ~ \X,/vvU.-,--, 

Rebecca Gilmer 

, 
" 
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Representative .Dob Thoft, Chairmnn 
Long-Range Planning Sub-co~aittee 
Appropriations Co~nittee 
Eelena, LiT 

£JC.hibif ~;l~ 
;l .. I. .. ,S 

Am~Ufl Tr .. ; J~ 

HE: Coal Tax Pro:.?osal, Amazon Recreational Trail, abal1doned Duli..11gton 
~~ortllern Ibe frora ~_loritana City to Basin, Jefferson COv..i.lty 

Dcar Representative Thoft: 

I_ly nane is Curt HUberty. A private citizen in favor of the Amazon 

3ecre2.tion Trail proposul. That proposal beir,g obtainment o£ tile aban-

aoned 34 l:1iles of ::.o'uxliJ.1{;ton ~~orthern Railroad track-bed between I.lontana 

City und Jasb~ by " ~.ne lie pa:::-tmen t of ~. ish, ~'iil<i.l i.f e , and Parks. 

~~s is kno'\'1n, the :"lajority ofche abandoned rail bed betweon Jeffer3011 

City [';.l10. :':ontana City is heav lly utilLed 1y the resiC.ents livbl,; .L.'1 t1l2.t 

area - ',larJ.y" bCttint:, to <ilid £rolU the 1-15 interstate nearby. That is why 

I ",'lould lilw to place Illore elll~:h;.;~_sis on the abru.doneci track area uetween 

the to"\'I1lS of Corbin and :'::ou1<.!.er. I ~:;b_c.;e the e:nphasis on tllis [trea becau:::e 

no one utili~es t:le track bed for vehiculLU' u:.:es 2.S does t:le :.:ontana/ Je1'-

ferson City residcntE. o.nd tllis area is t~J.e most ;:118tor ':'cally signific2..."lt 

a.long t~le entire )4 miles. 

These thirteen fai1es of deserted traCie, bet-::een Corbin and Boulder, 

boast rna:ny historical QUci natural -,iowlers. ~Ul of ':,hich Ylou1a.?rove in-

terestinG to anyone usinC the trail. 

Located ill. the 0l"C'9 1.1:iJ-~irJ.G torr.." of Corbin .:lllcl 0;:1 t~10 ?ro:,)o;:;ed trail is 

and over ,-,00 feet lon,;, cOl::...~ected the :.:olitana Cel~o"ral Il2..ilroaCl ';;ith tJ."le rest 

of t:w state ill the 1800s. Its _i:;lIJressivsness C2.n only 1e re:-"dorec. by standL-:6 



::lining to\l!lS of the past. ':Jhile \'l'aLdng alo:r.g this trail a person is able 

to see evidence of the old miu:L'1t; d~s. Loo~c:i.ng upon the mountains of 

Corbi.n many munerous mines are visible. 'll}].e most visible belll£ the J..lta 

i,line. LC'I.rge piles of tailinc;s and tall wooden buildings mark the spot where 

ht:..l:~dl·cc1.;:.: :)1' men ,;orked to eventually make the liline one of the most ore-pro-

duc:i.n{:; rJ.ines in the state. 

~ialking further on the trail, a person 1:l4:;ht encounter antelope or 

deer hidirlf; araol1f;st the large pine and fir trees tllat seem to dot the country-

side. 

:Miles more south of Corblll, t:le trail winds ['.round the once very large 

tOYil1 of ':':ickes. You nearly a ghost town, ~icl\:es boc"sts one of "'ete lurgest 

ore concentrators for hu.'1<ireds of i:lile8 3.1'OlUld. The fire kilns, suolee 

stacl<::s, rails, and vats c..re able to still be seen frcm the propo~:cci t:rail. 

r.lru~y ',;ooden buile:.ings (sal.:on8, livery stables, houses etc.) still stand as 

reminders of t~leir pa2t in '.7icl:es. Yet, -till further on Corm the deserted 

tr~,ck lies the l'ullazon Train 'l'u.i:mel. 'l'he tur.uiel s11o"l:s everyone 1l1mt 0. llie.r-

velous fec.t had been acl:ieved nea.rly a century ago vitien it 'was 01.Tro·\Jed. 

almost a mile t~lI'ot'6h solk t,ranite. 

Coui.n£ out the lunazon tunnel is just as 'oeautllvl and "ranq1.lil LS 

GoinG into tl1e tunr.i.el. The list ",oes on as what there is to experLnce ana. 

ap~)reciate along the A..'Ua;,.;on trail. I.1ountains, trees, vlateri'alls, wildlife, 

history. It's all there. 1~1J) Yiitllout the bother or l1assle of some off-

ro2ri. ve~lic 18 ruii1ll1t; the tra..'1l; uili ty of the trail. 

I'm III f2.vor of the :'..lllazon Ilecreatiou 'l'I'c~il becc_uce it is sOJlet:.ill£ of 

mtural interest and be~.uty, ruld is so:net;,ll'lg our tec~u:lilobicc-I-c:.G.Y-2.:nd.-86e 

can't replace. 

Curt E3(;erty 
.1..;0): 32 
Jefferson City, .iT 
:1)638 
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WITNESS STATEMENT 

NAME 

ADDRESS & b'1? Bow ... w) Mr:.JrAJI< 
/ 

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT? ~A.6(/.(j ~/L. /:eOeo.$4l.... 

SUPPORT OPPOSE 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 

Corrunents: 

E"h:bi+ ~5 
;t -'·fS 

BILL NO. 

DATE cy'r/r5" 

AMEND 
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CS-34 



To: Members of the Committee 

From: Sam & Joanne Samson 

RE: Amazon Recreational Trail 

Exh~b~+ ~~ 
~ -~ .. ~s 

February 5, 1985 

We think the creation of the Amazon Recreational 
Trail is an excellent idea. We have already used the seven 
mile stretch between the old Boulder Depot and the Amazon 
Tunnel many times for a running path. I have also used 
it countless times as a perfect place for my cross country 
runners.Without the fear of meeting motorized vehicles, 
it would be even more ideal. 

Creating such a site for non-motorized use would help 
set a good precedence for fun, fitness and safety as well as 
a wide range of use by a wider range of people. We 
obviously have thousands of miles of driveable roads, yet 
very few places for cyclists, hikers and runners to enjoy the 
peace and quiet of a beautiful Montana area. 

We believe that ranchers should retain rights to 
cross the area for access, but otherwise think the idea is 
a great one. Runners and cyclists do not like to get in the 
way of motorized vehicles and drivers do not like to worry 
about dodging people on foot or on bicycles. Here's a 
chance to please us all as well as promote recreation and 
physical health. 

Thank you for listening .. 
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All aboard! Jacketed against Rocky MOllntain morning chill, 
rail fans board restored coaches at Durango slation 
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JOEL W. ROGtRS 

Rolling off on a steam traill adventure, these two I'Xcited 
passengers crowd coach window on historic lumber country Irain 

St'S:\S Hll"'Ol.E 

Chugging out 0/ historic Cripple Creek, C%raJo, stea/il train 
rullS onllarro\\'-gauge trllcl: CUIllIlIOII to 11l:lIe ca/llp railroads 

Still s teamin g ... 
and clanging and tooting 

Only a few of the West's Inarvelous steanl trains are left. Here's a 
SUm111er guide to where to l~cle into the past ... all over the West 

Two long blasts of the whistle, a jolting 
of cars, and the train slowly rumbles for
ward. A bell is clanging, and as big 
wheels start to turn, you can hear the en
gine working: choo-choo-choo-choo. It is 
a rhythm as familiar and insistent as a 
heartbeat. 
Until the early 1950s, this was the song 
of roundhouses, switchyards, depots, and 

Stately depot, built ill 1890 hv Northem 
Pacific, is "ow the starti,,[: p~i"t jor 
PI/get Suund & Snoqllalmie Valley Railroad 

~ THE MAGAZINE OF WESTERN LIVING 

whistle-stops-a symphony of huffing 
and puHing and tooting and ringing from 
some 70,000 working steam engines. 
Running across the continent trailing 
clouds of steam and sooty smoke, or 
working the "short lines" to remote mines 
and logging camps, these locomotives 
linked a far-Hung nation. 
In the last three decades these mechani
cal marvels have practical\y disappeared, 
their places taken by more powerful, 
more eflicicnt diesel locomntives. But 
this summer some 20-plus railroads 
throughout the West still oITer visitors a 
chance to board old-fashioned steam 

AUGUST 1982 



SllS.O\N RIDOI.F 

Watch-wielding conductor, working in passenger coach, logs arrival 
;imes at stops of Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad 

Open-air cars wind through redwoods 
in Santa Cruz !>foulltains on route of 
Roaring Camp & Big Trees Railroad -

Ride inside, ride topside, 
or watch frorn the depot. 

our state-by-state list 
tells \vhere, when, how 111uch 

full-scale working steam engines (two 
smaller-scale replicas are noted). A sur
prising number are in original workin;! 
condition (boilers may have been re
placed over the years to comply with 
safety laws); the rest have been restored 
to former glory. 

Last of the iron horses 

Of the rare old pufferbellies still working, 
every year it seems fewer return to ser
vice. Steam train operators are no stran
gers to red ink, but a number manage to 
keep running with help from volunteers 
and donations. 

This summer in California alone, the 
West Side and Cherry Valley Railway is 
looking for a new owner, the state is still 
looking for funds to resurrect the de
funct Sierra Railroad, and even the fa-

DAVID STUBBS 

mous "Super Skunk" train between Wil
lits and Fort Bragg has replaced its steam 
oil-burners with more economical diesel 
switchers. 

One bright spot is the spectacular new 
California State Railroad Museum in 
Old Sacramento, but for some rail buffs 
it's not enough. As one crusty engineer 
explains: "Until you see a locomotive 
working under a full head of steam, it's 
just another hunk of metal." 
Indeed, a steaming locomotive is a mar
vel of size and raw power that radiates 
its own animal warmth. Standing near 
shoulder-high drive wheels, you can 
smell the hot oil that lubricates pistons 
and drive rods. White plumes steam 
from valves and fittings, and occasionally 
a mysterious panting sigh issues from 
near the boiler. 

Stick 'em up! Gun-lOting "ourlaw" surprises riders all traill at KnollS Berry Farm 
JlIU. RO'i'i 

Although steam locomotives appear com
plex at first glance, their workings are ac
tually quite simple, as noted in the pho
tograph on the next pages. The engine 
shown (a standard-gauge 4-4-0 Ameri
can) was one of the simplest locomotives 
ever built, and epitomizes what many 
historians call railroading's "Golden 
Age" around the turn of the century. 
This was the era of the great railroad 
empires, and the West had one of the 
greatest: the Central Pacific and Southern 
Pacific monopoly, known infamously as 
the "Octopus." Spreading from the West
ern half of the first transcontinental rail
road (completed in 1869), it once dictated 
California politics, but it also spurred the 
development of the West. 

This was also the era of the first "crack" 
trains like the Sunset Limited, which in 
1898 whisked passengers from Oakland 
to New Orleans in 72 hours. It wa" a 
luxurious, live-car train with slceping, 
101ln!!c, and dining cars pulled by a 
4-4-0. Copies of a new magazine called 
SIIIlS('t (then published by the Southern 
Pacific Company) also rode aboard. 

Hy 19 16, of the more than 250,000 miles 
of track. across the country, most was the 
standard gauge of 4 feet R 1;2 inches (a 
gauge imported from England, derived 
f[(lm the width of chariot wheel ruts 
found in ancient Roman road~). Narrow
gauge track (often only 3 fect) was pri-

SUNSET 



. - ... 
J FRR", FREORICK 

Puffing through pine forest in the 
Sierra foothills, old iroll horse 
pulls a strillg of open-air cars 

Reaching for the bell cord, this 
aspiring ('flgillecr gets (In ill-cab lesson 
from experienced railroad 111(111 

trains for a ride into the past. Manv of 
the outfits listed on the following pages 
are within an easy day or weekend out
ing of most cities: others ean be inclllded 
in a summer vacation. 

1\·1ost afTer more than jllst a train ride. 
Many once s(;J'vco mining or logging 01'
cratic,ns, and a Ilumha displa',: old-timc 
equipment. Several railroads arc bascd ill 
gold rlIsh boom towns. ano at least two 
offer optional mine shaft tours. Somc 
trains still roll ova centllry-old roadbeds; 
others havc historic stations th;il hOllse 
railroao mcmorabilia. Cars YOll ride in 
rangc from restorcd vintage coaches to 
open-air passl'nger gondolas. 

But the real attracti,lllS arc thc locomo
tives. Those in ol:r listin!,! arc authentic, 
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~ a Wesl"'" t"'- , 

':;;in . short lines, because locomotives 
couhl make ,tighter turns and the closely 
spaced rail line was cheaper to build. 

Where to ride 
August is a good month to visit any of 
the steam railroads listed here. All will 
run on full schedules at least through 
Labor Day (September 6), when some 
will switch to weekends only. By Octo
ber, most steam trains in mountain areas 
will close until next April or May; others 
will be on changeable winter schedules. 
After Labor Day, write or call ahead to 
confirm days and hours of operation. 
Rides range from just 15 minutes to 8 
hours and up, but most take an hour or 
two. You'll find a picnic area, a restau
rant, or both on the grounds or nearby; 
with other attractions at most sites, allow 
at least half a day for a visit. 

ALASKA 
Skagway. White Pass and Yukon Route: 
recently restored 2-8-2 (Baldwin 
Locomotive Works, 19-17) will ma\..e ft'lI[ 
'i-hour trips this 'UI1lI:1~I' C)n t~e 0: igip;" 
100-mile Skagway-Whitehorse route built 
during the Klondike gold rush. Departures 
are August 1,16. and 30. and September 22; 
fare of $120 includes lunch, (Diesel
pC'wered trains caver the route daily during 
summeL) While Pass and Yukon Cor ,l .. 
Box 2147, Seattle 98111; (206) 623-2510. 

CALIFOR:"IIIA 
Anaheim. Santa Fe and Di,nevlancl 
Railroad has four engines: 2-4--1 (Baldwin, 
1896). a 2-4-0 (Baldwin, 1925). and t\\O 
4-4-0 replicas built in 195-l; Ib-mik. 
20-minute trip circles Disneyland. Runs 9 
to midnight daily (to 1 A.M. on Satunby) 
through Scptember 11. Admission: S 12 
adults. $10.50 voulhs, $9 children a!:c 3 to 
11. Disneyland. 1313 Harbor B1vd.~ 
Anaheim 92803; (714) 999-4565. 

Buena Park. Knott, Berry Farm Amusement 
Park: two 2-8-0's (Baldwin, 1881) pull 
restored, century-old wood-frame passenger 
cars; I I/l-mile. 10-minute loop. Trains run 
9 to midnight daily (I A.M. Friday and 
Saturday). Park admission: $9.95 adults, 
$8.95 children 4 to 11. Knotts Berrv Farm 
8039 Beach Blvd., Buena Park 906~0; , 
(714) 827-1776. 
Felton. Roaring Camp & Big Trees ~arrow 
Gauge Railruad has five locomotives: 
2-truck Shay \Lima Locomolive & i>-Iachine 
Works. 1912), 2-truck Heisler (Heisler 
Locomotive Works. 1899). 0-4-2T (/laldwin, 
1890), 0-6-:~T (Baldwin. 1897). 2-truck. 
Clin~ax (Climax Manufacturing Co .. 1928); 
6-nl1 Ie, I-hour round trip climbs throuch 
forest of giant redwoods in the Sanla C~'uz 
Mountai:1s. Trains run dailv from II to-l 
through Labor Day. daily ,{t noon only rest 
of year. Fares: 57.50 :ldults. $) children .~ 
to 15. R,C & B,T.N.G.R.R .. rel!'ll1 95018; 
(-lOR) 335-44R4. 

Fhh Camp. Yosemite Mountain - SUg:lr Pine 
Railroad: restored 3-truck Shay loco~1Olive 
(1928): coaches are logs seclioned out to 
hold passengers: 4-mile. 45-minute run over 
restored logging grade operates on weekends 
1~:30 to :>:30 through Labor Dav, rares: 
$-. adulh. $3.25 children 3 to 12: Gas 
radcar ?pcrates daily, Y.:\1.-S.1~R,R .. 
Yosemlle Mountain 91()2:>: (209) (,R3-7273. 

Richmond. Castro Point Railwav has nine 
locomotives: 2-6-2T (Ako, 1924), 0-4-0T 

AUGUST 1962 
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Pacific. 1921) are orcrational. The .i-mile, 
30-minute run fl) !I 0'\\ s cdce of San 
Francisco Bav, Run' lirst-SlInddv of each 
month between II 3nd -lltrain. but no steam 
August through lkll1berl. from i>-\olate 
Beach Park. free: donations help restore 
and operate equipment. CP.R .. Pacific 
Locomotive Association, Box 2465, San 
Leandro 94577; ~415) 653-0354. 

COLORADO 
Cripple Creek. Cripple Creek & Victor 
Narrow Gauge Railroad has 0-4-4-0 
(Koeppel, 19(2). 0-4-0 (Henschel. 1936), 
0-4-0T (Porter. 1927). 0-4-4-0T (Bagnall. 
1946); 4-mi1e. 40-minule trip from historic 
mining town past abandoned gold mines. 
Daily thrOll!:h S ... ptcmber fr<'m 1 () to 5, 
Fares: $3.7: :,J\I:t,. $7 c'hildrcn3 to 12. 
C.C. & Y.N,u.R.R .. Box 459. Cripple Crt:ek 
80813; (303) 689-2640. 
Durango. Durango & Silverton Narrow 
Gauge Railroad has four 2-8-2 locomotives 
(thre"i: from :\merican Locomotive Works, 
1923: one B:ddwin. 1925): 90-mile. 
):)l!o-l1011r round trip incllldiPt! ~ 2-hour 
layover in old mininc town of Silverton. 
Train travels througl; spectacular Animas 
River G,)r!!e :Ilone roul<: built in 1882 for 
haulin!! miners an'd orc, Trains dail\' at 7. 
R:30. "'hl 'J:."l ',\\. (al,o a short trip at 4:30) 
throllch Oi...ll\; ,_:" .:.~: r ... ·> ... ·r\·:~li\Hh:. a nHl. .... t. 
Fares~ $2 \.25 adulh. $1 O,()) children 5 to 
11. D. &. S, ~,G,R.R .. -l79 i>-Iain Ave., 
Durango S 130 I: (303) 247-2733. 
Golden. High Country Railroad has 0-4-0T 
(Henschel. 19:19). 0-8-0 (\Iartm<lnn. 1918), 
and 2-:ruc\.. Sha\' (Lima. 192()): l\/~-ll1ile, 
15-minutc ride ~oes around "Old West" 
amU'Cnll'nt I'ark. Trai:1S LIn daily II I" 
sunset thl'llu~h 1.::\'<'r J)"',,, 1':.rc< 52 :,du1ts. 
SI childrcn 5 to 12, H,C.\{,R .. HWI;lg~ 
Square. Golden ~I:"() I. 
Geor~l'to"lI. (iC(1r~:cto\\'n LDop Railroad 
bas two 2-R-O's \ Bal.!\\ in. 1920 and 1921) 
and two 3-lrm:); S!1;l\S (1916 and 1922): 
5-milc. I-helm trip il; mountain \'alley over 
old Coloradll.'\: Soulhern narro\\-l!aU!!1! 
right-ll!-\\ "Y wilh ~I0l' ior :t milll! l'Our ~ 

L\RRY IH'I us 

pcrllllllllt,s. l. HI ........................... ", ,_ 

5 to 15. G,L.R.R., Box 311, Golden 00401' 
(303) 279-9670. ' 

11,\ WAil 
Lahaina. Lahaina Kaanapali & Pacific 
Railmad: two 2-4-0, (Porter, lY43); 
12-milc, I-hour round trip runs from 
Kaanapali resorts through cane fields to 
old whaling town of Lahaina. Operates 
daily 9:35 to 4: 10. Fares: $6 adults, $3 
children 2 to 12. L.K. & P.R.R., Box 816, 
Lahaina, Matti 96761; (808) 661-0089. 

NEVADA 
Virginia City. Virginia & Truck.ee Railroad: 
one 2-8-0 (Baldwin, 1916); 3-mile, 
25-ll1inutc round trip fron: historic Virgipia 
City passes old gold and silver mines (\\ ilh 
optional lOurs). Operates daily 10:30 to (, 
through September 30, weekends during 
October. Fares: $2.25 adults, $1 children 5 
to 12. V. & T.R.R .. Box 467, Virginia City 
89-l40; (702) 847-0380. 

NEW l\lEXICO 
Chama. Cumbres & Tollec Scenic Railroad 
has two 2-8-2\ (Baldwin. 1\/25): its 6-l-mik 
segmenl of old Denver & Rio Grande 
line (bllilt 1):)80) passes through ll1g~ed 
Tollec (iorl!e. ovcr bridr:cs. throul!h I\\'O 
tunnels, Tr;lin can be bl;arded at (-h:lll1a or 
Antonito. Colorado, daily at 10 through 
October 10. The 61/2-hour round tril' gocs 
to a lunch stop. then returns, Fares: $2-l 
adults. $9 children II and under: 
reservations suggested. C &. T.S. R.R., Box 
789, Chama 87520; (505) 756-215 L 

OnEGO~ 

I\akl'r. Sumpter \':lllcy Railroad\' ~-ti'lIcl' 
lki,k:' (II) I ,; ll:Jf,C, \'(,U Oil ~·mi'c, I-hellO!' 
ridc thwlll!h old l!llld' drc'J'!c taili!':.;-, Tr:.:n 
operates \\-C:"kel1lT~ II to 5 through 
S~ptl,1llbcr ::'6. Fares: ';;3 adults. $2 chiidrcn 
12 ;lnd u1Hl.:r. S.V.R,R .. nO,\ 654, Bilkcr 
97814: (503) 1-;94-2268, weekends, 
Cottage Grove. Orc!!un Pacific and Fa'tern 
Raih\ay Company: one 2-8-2 (BalLkiil, 

Engine smokes 1'1I,II diners nexl 10 Tt.'ll{u Cree/.; al/(I Ells/ern Railroad 
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Oil light. Early 
headlights were fueled 
by whale oil 

Flag. White means extra 
or special train 

Builder's plate gave name. 
city, and nate Quilt
or builder's number 

Number plate 
shov/ed railroad's 
engine number lalso 
painted on side) ~ 

Lead or pilot truck. 
Swiveling trUCK of 
four wheels helped 

Cowcatcher. 
An American 
innovation 
dicta:ed 
by'.'ast 
unfer.ced 
lands 

Fr0111 pointed co\vcatcher to eight-\,'rbeel 

Stack. Spark arrestors modified 
stack shapes: this "shotgun" stack 
was common on oil burners. big 
"funnel" stacks were more often 
seen on wood burnHs 

Boiler. Shiny jacket covers boiler 
insulation. Working steam pessure 
on this engine is 145 pounds 
per square inch 

Sand dome stores 
sand that can be 
dropped on track 
for drive traction 

The 12 steps of burning, steaming, turning ... how an old-timer works 
Technology marvel of the 19th century, the steam locomotive 
came in many sizes and configurations. By far the most pop
ular was the standard eight-wheel. or American, engine. It had 
power to haul freight or passengers, stability on uneven track, 
and an elegant simplicity of design that made it inexpensive 
to build and easy to repair. It was the locomotive that settled 
the West. 
Steam engines are often categorized by wheel arrangement: 
number of small lead wheels, big drive wheels, smaller wheels 
under the cab. Powerful cab-forward 4-8-8-2's (16 drive 
wheels) were among the last operating steam engines on the 
Southern Pacific after World War II. 
Locomotive number 8 pictured above is a classic 4-4-0 Amer
ican, built in 1888 hy the Cooke Locomotive and Machine 
Company of Patterson, New Jersey. With tender it is 50 feet 
long. weighs 41 tons, and can ca~ily pull three time~ its weight. 
It now operates on special occasions at the California State 

Railroad Museum in Old Sacramento. 
Here's how this basic steam locomotive works: Wood, coal, 
or oil burned in the firebox (1) heats air; smoke and air are 
drawn (by chimney effect of stack) into tubes running through 
the boiler (2), where it in turn heats surrounding water. Hot 
air and smoke from boiler tubes mix with exhaust steam in the 
smoke box (3) and are sucked up the smokestack (4). 

The steam dome (5) has a throttle that controls fiow of steam 
from boiler through a "dry pipe" to the steam chest (6). This 
valved box alternately admits charges of live steam at each 
end of the cylinder (7); the steam pushes a piston forward and 
backward. 
The cross/ieod guide (8) keeps the piston rod straight as it 
drives the main rod (9), which turns the drive wheels (10). 
Hand-fitted rod-end bearings (11) arc at critical, frequent Iy 
oikd joints linking COllnecting rod (12) to crank pins on each 
drive wheel. 

1915); :l5-mile. :!-hollr ride follow'i the Row 
River. ras~ing Dnrena LI~e ;Il1d 1I1;'!!illg 
orcrations. RII:l' \\ed,day,> :tl 2. weekend, 
at 10 and 2 through l.anor i)'IY, hIre,: 
$fi.90 adults. $3.45 children 2 tn 11. 
O.P. (;:. E.R.C .. Box ~!". Cutt:II:<.: Grove 
')7424: (503) 942-33(,8. ~ 

III11lllltains and alnn!! the Provo River. 
winding up at Brid.II Veil 1';,\1>. Departs 
d,Iilv at II and :J 111I"ou~h Lahor Dav then 
\\ ,·e·kend, thl"oll1:11 Oct~r<.:r II. Far~': $7 
'Idults. S~.50 children :J t(l 12. Tilllranogos 
Seenic Railwav. 6()() \Y. IO() South. Heber 
City X':U.'::'; (XI)I) fi54-2(,22. 

$:1 adlllt~. S2 for childr.:n ages 6 to 17. 
T.("' eX E, R,R .. Bo.\ 113. ;\,hford "K:J()4. 

Ellie. :\11. Rainier Sceni-: Railrnad: 
:I-truck (Ilci,lcr. 19:1il) and til.: .I-truck 
(Climax. I '.I~H) ricturcd "n SII/I\"(.I cover; 
14-milc. 2-hllur ride alon;! the ,outh slore 
of ,\Iount R"inier. ra,t ~arfl1S and fore·,ts. 
and :ler''', two oridces, Runs \\'c(lnc"I;IY 
thrlllt!.!h SundaY, 1 O:3tl to 1:-1-' wed;da)'s 
and 9~3(l1ll 3 \\;cc).;cnds throu!!h I.abor Day; 
wn'kcnds lllllv rc,t of month. I:arcs: '>5 
adults. $3 children 2 to I::', Elbc'St;Ition, 

{"fAil 

IIchcr City. Heh:r Creeper usc, one of 
fi\'e lu,C'nj()ti\'~,: 2-X-2 (A:c(J, 19.'0). :'-8-2 
(!laldwin. II):!,), 2·X·tlllh:,\I'.in. I'JO:I. 
IIludel :\\\'-::' r19·lO). ::'-"-0 l!lald"in. 1')01); 
1,,-nllk, 3-hour ride through the Was;,tch 
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\\.\SI ((:".'C,(O:"l 

A,hford. Tena' Creek and Eastern R"ilrond 
It", a 2·:l"Ilc\.; (Ilei,kr, 1')lnl: i :-I)(lur 
tid,· I:n :, '., -111:te tr,,('k include" ."III,kd tour 
II: :1 I...n: .. ll l()!.~!!inl! I1ltl'-lc...l1lll. \Vel.. ~.clld", 
IhlwIgh 1.:,,';.;. D·ay. nuon ]() 5:30. Fares: 

11o, ')21, Fine I)x:nll; (~t)(>1 ) (,')-:,(,(,'), 

Snoqualmie. I'ugd Sound & Snuqualrllic 

SUNSET 



~der ... key elements of a 19th-century iroll horse 

Steam dome has "pops" 

/

(Safety valves) and familiar 
whistle on too 

Cab. Fireman (who must 
know route to anticipate 
when to stoke or bank 
the fire) sits on left, 
engineer sits on right 

Tender like this one carries 
2.800 gallons of water: helpers 
sit on 1,073-gallon oil tank 

Brake gear (between large drive \·Iheels). 
Engmes of this period had the first 
air brakes. Before. brakemen ilancJ
tiqhtened brakes on each car---a risky 
Job. One expert eslimates Ihat as 
manv as 3.000 brakemen lost their 
lives' each year in the late 1870s 

Arch bar truck was common wheel truck 
for lenders and freight cars of ;he era 

.... , ,,:.'- ;'. -..-.:::..:''------.-. :~~~ .... --=-----.Z~~.~-~~-~-- ':'-:::;;;:";"'~=-';";';:::'::':I.l:,.~" .... ..;!:...;:-~ ,-~~ ~ ~-":':.:a..":l. ' _-~4_ --~ 
~ I'· 

Valley Railroad: one 2-8-2 (Haldwin. 1922): 
7-milc. 45-min~lt.: trip II ith viells of '-fount 
Si. Snoqu;i1mie Falls. and the lower 
Snoqualnli~ \all.:y. Orcrates weekends and 
holidays f to 5 through Septemher. Fares: 
S4 adult,. $2 ,eniors and a~es :" to 15. 
P.S. & S.\'.R.R .. Bo\ 459. Snoqualmie 
98065: (206) ~il8-3030. 

Tacoma. Camp Six Logging Exhibit: one 
3-truck Shay (Lima. 1929): I ~~ -mile. 
IS-minute ride around old-time 10f!f!inf! 
e\hihit. Operates weekends and holidavs 
[rlllll I I to 6. through Labor Daj·. Far('~: 
$1 adlilh. 50 ccl1«., for senior, and children 
I::: and under. CII11P Six, Point Defiance 
Park, Tacnm3 YS4U7: COo) 7"2-00-l7. 
'Yickersham. Lake Whatcom Railwav 
C'Otllpal1l': on~ 0-6-0 (Alco. 19(7): 4 1·;-miie. 
I \'2-hollr ride through Cascade foothills 
on rOlltc built for haulinf! coal and later 
{hed for logging. Fare,: 56 adults. $3 
children lInde: IS. L.W.R.C.. Bo.\ 91. Acme 
%2:::U: (20(,) ~9:"-221 R. 

Ea\'csdroI'Jlill~ 0/1 1\ hi'lle t:llk 

B:fore LtcJlt·,. ahodt thL' <'nix' II ax' eil
ginecrs cOlild cOl11lllttllic,:k II-ith h-I-;tkL'

l11en, concJuclnrs. ;lll,i ()thn train, IVas 

through tltc: stt:am \Ihistk. Over the 
years. SOllle f:tirlv 1IJ1llnrlll "II hiqic t:dk" 
sign:!ls Cl'llh-cd .. 

Two Inllg tt'ph mcans sLtn or rckase 
brak.es. A Ion:,: ;lI1d short l11e::11\ w:1[l1illL!. 

Three short toots whL'1l trilill i, stoPJ1~d 
l1leans h;tck IIf'. ,OtiC 1,)IlL! II histlc 1n,'aIlS 
:Ipproachinl~ :1 statll1l1: :1 ~h(lrt one. appl.,. 
brakl:s or \(('p. 1\ seriC', nt' ,.;ilOr! t')ots 
means d:1I1gcr. get ,III' the: tflick. 

ALJGIIST 1982 

For furl hpr rl'ading ... 

Olle e\e:elkllt hi,tory is TIll' .-III7 ('1'iclf/l 

II l:I'ifll,~t' /I i.I!Ory oj R!liiJ'()(/(i.l- ill .-4111('/'

ica, by Olil'er Jensen (Bonanza Books. 
New York. 1'175: $12.95). For a techni

cal look at early locoll1otives. sec A His
tor.\' oi the A II/aic(l// LOCOlllOtil'C, by 
John H. White, 11'. (OOVCf Publications, 

'" .' 
Nl:II' Y()rk. 197,): $ 12) , \ 

rh.: 11)82 Steuill f ~ 
Pa.l.lcl/lJl:I' Director:.-. L' "'""' ~ '"_ 
published by the Empirc Statc Railway 

:\'1 USCUIl1 (Box 666, Middletown. N. Y. 

I 09-W: $-UO postpaid) lists stcam trains, 

cleetric lines, and rail museums around 

the country. o 

Glowin!! firehox oj c()ul-/J/Il'/1in".: 2-8-2 i.1 "PCII /01' hrie! i/l.I[,('cti()1l hy I'i.l'itors tu cab 
St"S\,,\ RrnnT.f 
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RESOLUTION 

E"hibii- M;lt 
:/- '-IS 

~/I C -.S'IA I L E 

C-'.oi'Y 

REGARDING KLEFFNER/CHILD HISTORIC RANCH 

WHEREAS, a proposal has been submitted to the 1985 Legislature 
for the acquisition of the Kleffner/Child Historic Ranch located 
near East Helena for use as a state agricultural museum a~d 
cultural center; and, 

WHEREAS, at the present time there is no state-owned facility 
which preserves and exhibits the agricultural heritage. and 
history of our state; and, 

WHEREAS, the Kleffner/Child Historic Ranch was begun in the last 
century as one of the earliest ranches in Montana, consisting of 
the largest barn in Montana and possibly west of the Mississippi, 
an octoganal shaped rock house, and other buildings of unique 
historical significance; and, 

WHEREAS, the Kleffner/Child Historic Ranch has been featured in 
many regional and national publications, and is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED ~ that the C {1 Uft' C II- t/ ~ ·rll,.£ C
7

rT '/ 
dF C:Jts.-r 1/£,1..£,,/4 supports the concept of the State -vI 
Montana owning and maintaining a working ranch facility as an 
agricultural museum and cultural center to preserve and exhibit 
the unique agricultural ranching history and heritage of Montana; 
and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEQ, that the Kleffner/Child Historic Ranch 
located near Eas~ Helena deserves serious consideration for 
acqusition by the State of Montana as a facility that would serve 
that purpose. 

DATED th i s ,.S7r
J

day of --:.T._' =?,-,-~_I(,-,--t/._A_~_Y_· _, 19 85 • 

Y 0{!.4c-r !J IEra1ctl 



Exhibit ~1 
:l-,-PS 

City of Helena OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
RUSSELL J. RinER 

Representative Robert Thoft 
Chairman 
Select Committee on Long 
Range Planning 
State Capitol 

February 5, 1985 

RE: Kleffner/Child Ranch Proposal 

Dear Representative Thoft: 

At the City Commission meeting last evening the Helena City Commission voted 
unanimously to support the purchase, by the State of Montana, of the Kleffner/Child 
Ranch for the purpose of a State Park. 

It is the consensus of the Commission that the State Park would be an asset to 
our area that everyone could be proud of, as well as the preservation of a historic 
landmark. 

We wish you well in your endeavor. 

RJR:brm 

316 North Park Avenue, Helena, Montana 59623 

ell J. Ritter 
Mayor 

Phone 406/442-9920 Ext. 410 



'-,1 

-; .. 
HELENA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

201 East Lyndale Avenue 
Helena, Montana 59601 

406/442-4120 

President 
· Russ Cravens 
- Information Dir., Mt Bell 

: President Elect .. 

· Concetta Marie Eckel 
.' Owner, The Pan Handler 

Vice President 
Max Burner 

. : Pres., Tony's Inc. 

· Vice President 
... : Phil Grossberg 

. Owner, The Globe 

· Vice President 
Bill Spilker .... ',. 

",. ";,.' 

.• " Co-Owner, The Landmark Co. 

Treasurer 

· Lynn Dickey . 
Helena Mgr., Galusha, Higgins [, Galusha 

Past President 
., . Dave Simkins 

, Owner, Leslie's Hallmark 

Director 
RogerEble 
Supt, School Dist 1 

Director 
Dr. Ron Friez 

· Dentist 

Director 
Nancy FuUer 
Marketing Officer, First Bank 

Director 

5BobMarks 
Marks Ranch, Clancy 

Director 
Paul Scotten 
Div. Mgr., Montana Power' 

Director . 
Dean Williams 
Gen, Mgr., KM1X AM·FM Radio 

Executive Director 
Joseph N. Weggenman 
Office Manager 
Cindy Roberts 
Events Coordinator 
Charmaine Mitson 

February 4, 1985 

Dear Committee 

would like to add my personal 

proposal to develop'th~Kleffner/Child' ran-ch as -

-ci State Park andAgricultu'~~i Herit;~-ge "M~}~~~~';';: 
As a life-long resident of Helena, I have always 

!, • 

admired the care and attention this histori~l ranch 

has received over the ·years. 

Additionally, the Governmental Affairs Committee of 

the Helena Area Chamber of Commerce will review the 

proposal in the next few days and make their 

recommendation to the Board of Directori. 

Pages five and six outline many of the advantages 

of the-proposal. It should be noted that of the 

total number of visitors to Montana,it is estimated 
. . 

that almost half of those visitors visit Helena as 

Montana's Capital City~ As a state park and museum, 

it would certainly have the number of people to 

justify t~~_state's involvement. 

Again, . I urge your support of this proposal. 



EAST HELENA, MONTANA 

Ex},; b,.+ 3/ 
t:l. -L-IFJ 

February 5, 1985 

Representative Bob Thoft, Chairman 
Select Committe on Long Range Planning 
State Capitol 
Helena, Montana 59620 

Dear Chairman Thoft: 

On behalf of the East Helena Kiwanis Club, we would like to 
go on record enthusiastically supporting the purchase of the 
Paul Kleffner property south of East Helena as an agricultural 
park and museum· 

As you may know, we have had a drive on for years, helping the 
youth and elderly of this area. We have also restored the Manlove 
C.:lbin on the edge of the Kleffner property. Thls cabin is the 
oldoE,: building in Lewis and Clark County. 

We are ver'J much in favor of your purchase of this property as it 
would make an excellent Historical Site, Park and Playground, for 
the people of Montana as well as tourists from other states. 

The East Helena Kiwanis is very supportive of this program, and 
is w111ing to help in what ever way we can to make this project a 
reality for }lantana. 

Sincerely, 

, 'j , £) 
( _ ,j -/ (1,/'1 A . /I ./~ ,,/' \(' ;' , r"; J f' ,,(/ I l 1';) ./ , <. { ;/ (.. 'j ,J, , ,/ 
'--:.f~·L.. C"... 1 1_' .... ".,....; "-

<'Jack c. Trammel, President 
/ East Helena Kiwanis 

P.O. Box 75 
East Helena, Mt. 59635 

THE OUTER ORAr~GUT AN CLUB 



AN APPRAISAL OF 
THE KLEFFNER RANCH 

FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE 
w.e. CHILD RANCH ·WHITEFACE FARM

EAST HELENA, MONTANA 

Exh;hit 3~ 

.;1-'-95 

VVhite - Stevens, Ltd. 
Missoula, Montana 
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THE KLEFfNER/CHILD HISTORICAL RARCH 
STATE PARI: • AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE MUSEUM 
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~RD~DSAL 

THE KLEFFNER/CHILD HISTORICAL RANCH 

STATE ~ARK • AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE MUSEUM 

It is proposed that the lClettner/ChUd Ranch be established as a State Park and Agricultural 
Heritage Museum as a tribute to Montana's agricultural industry. 



The Kleffner/Child ranch house may be 
the only lBBDs octagon house west of the 
Mississippi. Many elegant parties and 
pOlitical meetings arguing for Montana 
statehood were held here. 

Appraisers of the Kleffner/Child property have determined, "Without Question, this is one or the 
oldest, largest, and most historic barns in the Western United States". The ranch is listed in the Ra
tional Register or Historic Places. 



WHY THERE SHOULD BE A TRIBUTE TO AGRICULTURE 

It is appropriate for Montana to honor its foremost industry with this 
tribute to agriculture. A long overdue focus on farmers and ranchers 
would emphasize the role of farming in the world economy and in 
Montana's economic structure, would promote the state's singular history 
to the rest of the world, and would stimulate appropriate pride in the 
contributions agriculture has made to our heritage, our lifestyle and our 
state. 

Agriculture has been the mainstay of Montana's economy since the 
state's early days. Although mining in pioneer days produced millions of 
dollars in income, most of the miUio1\s went elsewhere. Mining corpora- , 
tions and ownerships in other parts of the nation reaped the profits, and 
little of the vast mining fortunes remained in Montana. On the other hand, 
farmers and ranchers were people of the land -- and they stayed. Taxes on 
agriculture supported mining. agriculture supported the economy, and 
farmers and ranchers hung on through blizzards, drought and fickle 
markets to turn mining camps into a state. 

Agriculture's prosperity built businesses throughout the state. and 
crops and cattle going to market added dependable volume to the need for 
railroads and highways. Montana farmers and ranchers steadily supported 
schools, hospitals and community improvements. In the Montana 
Legislature, in the Governor's Office and in the Montana Judiciary were -
and are -- farmers and ranchers building Montana. 

Because of the efficiency and productivity of the state's agricultural 
community, Montana beef and Montana wheat have become identity 
brands recognized world-wide -- now building Montana in the world 
market. 

Montana farmers and ranchers were keepers of the land. keeping it 
wisely and well long before the word "environment" left the world of 
science for the world of politics and popular causes. Years before the 
eloquence of wildlife advocates exerted its influence. farmers' fields were 
supermarkets for grouse and pheasant. farm ponds were havens for ducks 
and high-flying geese. farm and ranch fields supported deer. antelope and 
elk. and farming and ranching practices worked to conserve Montana's 
soil and precious water table. 



Agriculture makes possible the unhurried Montana lifestyle ... 
agriculture protects the uncluttered Montana landscape ... agriculture 
fosters Montana's outdoor character ... and agriculture continues to 
practice and promote the values of honesty, hard work, integrity, endeavor, 
self -respect. 

As this state prepares to celebrate 100 years of statehood it 
is appropriate and timely for the Montana Legislature to honor 
outstanding Montana farmers and ranchers. and to recognize our 
agricultural communities and their staunch citizens. In these 
turbulent times for agriculture it is especially fitting to honor 
Montana's family farms. home-grown ranches and grass roots 
agribusinesses while they still eIist to honor. 

There is no Agricultural Center in the Northwest at the present time. 
Such a center in Montana would be the only site in the entire northwest 
area of the nation to provide for posterity a visual tribute to the role 
agriculture has played in the region's history. 

Unlike the Grant-Kohrs Ranch, which is frozen to a particular period of 
time, this Agricultural Heritage Museum could be a center demonstrating 
on-going agricultural developments. Exhibits could display farm machinery 
from the early days to the present and illustrate technological changes to 
show how things have changed from the pioneer past. 

Exhibits and demonstrations could emphasize folk life and folk arts, 
showing such folk life activities as milking and making butter, cheese and 
ice cream; bread making; quilting; and other homemaker arts. Demon
strations could show haying with Jackson forks, Mormon poles and bull 
rakes .. .fence-building with posts and logs ... shearing, spinning and 
weaving of wool. .. andother aspects of the last 100 years of agriculture. 
An annual agricultural festival at the museum could highlight agriculture's 
contributions to the state, and school visitations and field trips could 
emphasize Montana's agricultural roots for coming generations. 

The Kleffner IChild Ranch. a working ranch long known in the 
state and already acknowledged as a historical site. is a most 
appropriate location for a Montana Historical Ranch, State Park 
and Agricultural Hedtage Museum to honor our most valuable 
industry. 



WHY THE KLEFFNER/CHILD RANCH IS A BEST LOCATION 

The Kleffner /Child Ranch, located one mile south of U.S. Highway 12 at 
East Helena on the Montana City Road (County Highway 518), has been a 
prominent ranch since long before Montana became a state. The ranch is 
still a working ranch, with all buildings in good repair. and would require 
little expenditure to return t.o original condition. 

According to t.he Mont.ana Fish and Game Commission Coal Tax Park 
Acquisition Proposal to t.he 1985 Legislature, the Kleffner/Child Ranch site 
would provide auxiliary outdoor recreational activities such as picnicking, 
trail-walking, bicycling, fishing, and "abundant opportunity for the 
interpret.ation and demonstration of historic agricultural practices and life 
style" and would receive "significant. use" each season of the year. 

HISTORIC VALUE 

The ranch has been important in the history of Montana. The 
property's water rights were among the first in the state, granted in 1862. 
The ranch land was entered in the United States Book of Patents on May 1, 
1871, deeded to Joseph Woolman and signed by President Ulysses S. Grant. 

WiHiam C. and Mary Child bought the ranch land on June 8, 1886, and 
built the barn and the octagon-shaped ranch home. Mr. Child had arrived 
from Iowa in 1871 and was employed at the Helena Reduction Works 
(now Asarco) and as a Wells Fargo agent and Registrar of the U.S. 
Lands Office.He was an investor in Marysville·s LeIington Mine. 

The immense barn is the largest in Montana and, as far as is known, 
is the largest in the West. The three-story barn has a total area of 27,743.8 
square feet. The first floor is of stonework of superb quality; the upper 
two floors are of heavy timber post and beam construction, put together 
with wooden pegs and wedges. Footings and foundations are of concrete 
stone masonry. Importing 40 Italian builders to construct the huge barn, 
Child reportedly built on such a large scale because the heavy cattle losses 
of the winter of 1886 convinced him that the days of huge herds on the 
open range were over. Child's barn held stalls on the lower floor for 310 
head of cattle, with stalls for 200 on the main floor and, on the main and 
third levels, room for 350 tons of hay. The barn is in excellent condition. 

The building's historic significance, based on age, size and type of 
construction, is recognized. Appraisers of the property (White-Stevens, 
Ltd., Missoula) have stated: "Without question, this is one of the oldest, 
largest, and most historic barns in the Western United States." When 
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architect and restoration consultant John N. DeHaas, Jr. of Bozeman was 
teaching at Montana State University, he took architectural design, history 
and preservation students to the ranch on field trips to demonstrate the 
ranch's unique construction features. The ranch is listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

The octagon house contributes to the ranch's historic significance. 
Built of native stone, the house walls are 18 inches thick. The entire 
second story was left open and was floored with maple for use as a 
ballroom. Meetings and caucuses were held there, many of them involved 
in the strategy of arguing for Montana statehood, as well as lavish parties. 
A spur of the Northern Pacific Railroad ran to the ranch and guests from 
Helena rode the train to the ranch to dance, returning by train to Helena in 
the early morning hours. Friends and associates of the Child family who 
visited the ranch included such well-known figures important to Montana 
history as Granville Stuart. Judge Hedges. Anton Holter and 
Marcus Daly. 

In the 1860s octagon houses were advocated by Owen Fowler. who 
promoted their construction because they were airy, furnished sunlight on 
all sides and, therefore, also took advantage of solar heating, were 
economical to build, and furnished ample space for family activities. A few 
octagon houses of that era remain along the Hudson River in New York, in 
Wisconsin and in Ohio, but the Child Ranch is believed to be the only 
octagon house of the Fowler era west of the Mississippi. 

On his ranch Child ran 100 dairy cows as well as 70 of the best 
purebred registered Herefords and 150 high grade Herefords--one of the 
early purebred herds in the state--and took the first premium at the 
Centennial Exhibition and at the London World's Fair with his wheat and 
barley. 

William and Mary Child also owned a "town house" in Helena at 305 
N. Ewing. across the street from the original Governor's Mansion. In later 
years when the EWing Street house was owned by the Reuben Bompart 
family, the Child's barn (now a residence at318 E. 6th Street) was the 
studio home of Charlie Russell. 



In September 1893, one month before he died at the ranch from the 
effects of worry and depression over his financial reverses in the Panic of 
1893, William Child's property was assigned to Wilbur Sanders, who 
held the property until 1901. 

Sanders, nephew of-Sidney Edgerton, Montana's first 
Territorial Governor, was a famous frontier lawyer who prosecuted 
Virginia City's Plummer Gang and saw to the members' hangings. He 
was official counsel to the Vigilantes. With Samuel T. Hauser, he raised 
money to send a representative to Washington to argue for Montana's 
statehood. As early as 1873 Sanders was attempting to secure voting 
rights for women and in 1895 his wife, Harriet P. Sanders, was the first 
president of -the Montana Women's Suffrage Association. 

Sanders was the first Grand Secretary of the first Montana 
Grand Lodge of the Masons, was president of the Board of 
Trustees of the Montana Wesleyan University, which operated from 
1890 to 1898, and was a member of the first Board of Directors of 
the Montana State Library. 

In 1890, three years before he acquired the Child Ranch, he became 
the first United States Senator from Montana. Sanders sold the 
ranch in 1901 to Reynolds Prosser, who was William Child's son-in-law. 

The present owners, j. Paul and Thelma Kleffner, have owned the 
ranch for nearly 40 years and have worked to preserve its historic 
integrity. 

VALUE OF LOCATION 

The location of the Kleffner/Child Historical Ranch near the state 
capital has considerable advantage: 

1. More than any other city in the state, Helena, as the capital 
city, has ties to and belongs to all Montanans. Location of an agricultural 
heritage museum in the Helena vicinity would avoid favoring one 
community or agricultural area over another. As a plains and mountains 
city, Helena shares relationship with Eastern and Western Montana more 
than any other city in the state. 

c. 



2. Visibility would be very high for foreign and out-of -state 
groups who visit the state capitol. The ranch museum could serve as an 
introduction to Montana farming for such visitors as Japanese and other 
Pacific Rim trade groups and for agricultural tour groups from other states 
and nations. 

3. Location of the ranch museum near the state's political hub 
would help keep agriculture at the forefront of state government, and 
would contribute to an agricultural emphasis in such associations and 
agencies as the Mansfield Center. 

4. Proximity to the Montana Historical Society and Museum is a 
definite advantage. Historical Society displays and exhibits of the state's 
earliest development lead naturally to the ranch museum, and the 
Historical Society library maintains research source data on the ranch's era 
in Montana history. Proximity to the Historical Society may also permit 
storage and display of agricultural artifacts at the ranch museum. 

5. The Kleffner/Child Ranch project site consists of 87 acres west 
of the road, with all historic buildings. There is ample space for future 
museum expansion of reception and demonstration areas, visitor parking, 
fishing access to Prick ley Pear Creek, and picnicking. The site is excellent 
for demonstrations and field trips on agricultural methods and for displays 
promoting the contributions agriculture has made and still makes to 
Montana, the nation and the world. 



COSTS AND DETAILS OF ACQUISITION 

The firm of White-Stevens, Ltd., appraisers and consultants in 
Missoula and a member of the American Institute of Real Estate Appraisers 
of the National Association of Realtors, appraised the Kleffner/Child Ranch 
on September 19, 1984. Based on that appraisal, a price of $931,000 has 
been established for the buildings and 87 acres of the historic ranch. 

J. Paul Kleffner, the present owner, will consider offers for future land 
purchase sho.uld the State want to enlarge the site. Options could be taken 
on all or part of the remaining 630 acres of the ranch, to be added to the 
state park holdings at a future time. 

It is hoped that contributions from private sector sources can be made 
available to contribute to acquisition and/or maintenance of the ranch. 
Currently, aggressive efforts are being made to identify sources of private 
sector funds to assist in s!te acquisition and/or maintenance. 

If the ranch is acquired by the State, Mr. Kleffner is committed to 
setting up a permanent trust fund from sale proceeds for maintenance and 
operation of the agricultural museum. It is planned that the ranch and 
museum center would be self-sufficient, using the trust fund and income 
sources stich as parking and admission fees to contribute to maintenance 
and operating costs. 

Because the ranch has been maintained in excellent condition by Mr. 
and Mrs. Kleffner, little expenditure would be required to return the ranch 
to original condition. Should the ranch be acquired as a State Park and 
Agricultural Heritage Museum, professional architectural and landscape 
assistance would be employed to design a master plan to maintain the 
historic integrity of the property. 

Q 



~ITIZEN SUPPO_RT FOR THE KLEFFNER/CHILD RANCH SITE 

Montanans in the ranch vicinity are enthusiastic about establishing a 
permanent agricultural heritage center and state park at. the Kleffner/Child 
Ranch site. and are planning a number of support projects to assist. in site 
acquisition, maintenance, operation, promotion and/or endorsement. of the 
project. 

A statewide "Friends of the Kleffner IChild Historical Ranch 
Committee" has been established, and Montanans statewide are endorsing 
both the concept of an agricultural heritage center and the establishment of 
the center at the Kleffner/Child Ranch. 
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Historic Ranch Has 

B~est Barn in the West 
By Roberta Donovan 

There's quite a story behind this historic three·storied barn that seems almost as tall as the 
nearby Rocky Mountains. That's not all behind the barn ... wait'll you see the house! 

me. t's impossible to miss. As 
.. . you drive along a 

country road near East 
Helena, Montana, rancher Paul 
Kleffner's big red barn makes even 
the nearby Rocky Mountains seem 
almost puny. 

And as you get closer to 
Paul's ranch, there's a second sur
prise-the Kleffner home itself. 
Sure enough, the two-story stone 
house has eight sides! 

Paul and his wife, Thelma, 
have lived on their ranch on Prick
ly Pear Creek a long time. They 
bought the place some 40 years 
ago when they were just starting 
out in ranching and marriage. 

But Kleffner Ranch
which now is listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places-goes 
back in Montana history a lot fur
ther than even that. 

And the ranch's story, 
which Paul never tires of telling, is 
every bit as interesting as its 
unique buildings. 

The ranch, Paul recounts, 
dates back to the late 1880's. A 
man named Billy Child, a native 
Iowan who had made a fortune in 
nearby gold mines, decided to 
build it as a model ranch. 

Billy Child never dreamed 
small ... especially after heavy cattle 
losses on the open range during 
fierce Montana winters got him 
thinking about building a barn. 

He brought 40 Italian 
builders to Montana just to con-

struct the barn, and when they had 
finished the job, Billy Child had a 
memorable structure. The mam
moth three-story barn measures 
100 x 100 ft. on its lower two 
levels and 50 x 100 ft. on the top 
level. Rafters tower 30 ft. above 
the top floor. 

Even those who have seen 
the barn have trouble believing its 
size. The barn once had individual 
stalls for more than 500 beef cat
tle, with room left over to store 
350 tons of hay! 

"It's still the biggest barn 
in Montana, maybe in the entire 
Northwest," Paul says with a 
shake of his head. 

The eight-sided ranch 
house also is an incredible struc-



anyway when I got a call from 
Brownsville that relatives were 
visiting there. 

Daughter Elaine had another ac
tive day, including evening 
cheerleader practice and basketball 
practice. She's won the playmaker 
trophy 2 years in a row at a sum
mer basketball camp for 80 girls. 
She also won the sport award for 
the best all-around player at 
Alamo High School the past year. 
(Need I say we're proud of her?) 

David is an excellent athlete, 
too, even though he's been diabetic 
since he was 9 years old. He 
played first-string basketball at our 
county's largest junior high school, 
and is determined to play varsity 
ball this year after a foot accident 
sidelined him the past season . 
• 1''1'" "yr. III ,,.. __ ... _ •• __ 1_-

HORSE HAVEN. A sweep of white fence 
sets off the Kalis' Southern horse 
farm, where other "horse people" are 
frequent visitors. Above, Burl 
and son David check out the young 
stock before beginning the daily 
routine of training show horses. 

June 7-Visitors at the barn to
day included newlyweds who were 
sightseeing-they're taking the 
long way from Lawrenceburg, In
diana to Kansas City. 

Jane came by again to ride a 
horse she keeps at our place. She's 
been trying to do this at least three 
times a week to get ready to show 
at Newbern, Tennessee next week
end. This will be her first time show
ing a Tennessee Walking Horse. 

June 8-Wednesday. Another 
pretty day! Burl wanted to plant 
the hill farm again, but it's still 
not ready, so the bags of seed 
stayed in the pickup. 

I got back on a horse today! 
"Fight fire with fire," some folks 
say ... we'll see if what caused my 
soreness helps it go away! 

My microwave oven really came 
in handy for lunch today-don't 
you other farm wives find a micro
wave is a real convenience on a 
busy day? I used mine to heat 
com, green beans and pineapple 
pudding while fixing Sloppy J oes 
on the regular stove top. 

After lunch, Burl drove 40 miles 
to Troy to get some wood to make 
tongues for a hay mower. He has a 
lot of old mule-drawn equipment 
that he and David are restoring 
and trading. 

David trained horses most of the 

day. He's preparing to ride in the 
Germantown Charity Horse Show, 
one of Tennessee's biggest, which 
runs for 5 nights. Germantown is 
near Memphis, about 80 miles 
southwest of our home. 

Each horse-and-rider combina
tion works many hours to get 
ready for a show. Young horses, 
especially, require a lot of practice 
and patience before they learn to 
follow their riders' commands 
almost automatically. This week, 
for example, David is spending 
most of his riding time with a 
2-year-old, training it to consistent
ly step out at the correct gait. 

During the competition, riders 
must pace their horses through the 
flat walk, the running walk and 
the canter. Performance of horse 
and rider is evaluated by licensed 
judges. Burl is a judge, but, of 
course, he doesn't officiate when 
David or another relative is com
peting. 

June 9-Horse show time at 
Germantown! And good weather 
for it ... temperatures well into the 
80's. We entered two of our horses. 

David's patience with the horses 
and his many hours in the saddle 
paid off-he won fourth place with 
" J et Flight" in the juvenile class 
(riders 17 years old and under) and 
sixth place with "Pride's Favorite 
Star" in the open competition for 
2-year-old horses. "-

David was especially pleased with 
Star's ranking, since he was showing 
against older, professional trainers. 

I'm really sorry that I had to 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 48 ~ 



ture. Even after all the years he's 
lived in it, Paul still shakes his 
head in amazement. The two-story 
home, built of native granite, has 
walls 18 in. thick. 

The second story is a story 
in itself. When Child built the 
house, he left the upper level open 
just so large dances could be held 
there. 

Over the years, however, 
Paul has had to do some remodel
ing-with seven children, the huge 
upstairs level had to be partitioned 
off into bedrooms. But the house's 
quaint charm and small, odd
shaped rooms have been basically 
preserved. 

Paul delights in the history 
of his ranch. But the once-proud 

showplace was anything but in
viting four decades ago when Paul 
and Thelma acquired it from the 
Federal Land Bank. 

"It was badly run down," 
Paul recalls. "Windows were 
broken out, some of the roofs 
were about gone-someone had 
even kept chickens in the house." 

Since then, Paul has put a 
lot of time and money into fixing 
up the ranch and preserving its 
unique history. He hopes someday 
to turn his ranch over to the state 
of Montana so it can be preserved. 

But that won't happen 
anytime soon. Historic as it is, this 
is still a working ranch, and Paul 
keeps plenty busy growing winter 
wheat and alfalfa and raising beef 

BIG BARN! Paul Kleff· 
ner's ranch isn't big by 
Montana standards, 
but his historic barn is 
huge-the largest in 
the state and perhaps 
the entire Northwest. 
When he's not busy 
with his cattle and 
wheat crop, Paul 
tinkers with antiques 
in barn's enormous 
third floor (below and 
left center). Ranch 
home (bottom left) is 
octogon'shaped, has 
walls 18 in. thick! 

cattle on his 740 acres. 
"That's not a big ranch by 

Montana standards," he admits, 
"but half of it is irrigated with 
stream water." 

Young people-their own 
and others-also occupy Paul and 
Thelma's time. In fact, a local 
youth organization often holds its 
dances in Paul's barn. 

That seems only fitting. In 
a way, those modern-day dancers 
are continuing the tradition started 
by Billy Child and his sprawling 
second-floor ballroom. 

The music may have 
changed, but the sound of happy 
voices still drifts across Prickly 
Pear Valley ... just as it did 100 
years ago. 
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