
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LONG-RANGE PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

January 8, 1985 

The meeting of the Long-Range Planning Subcommittee was called to order 
by Chairman Robert Thoft on January 8, 1985 at 8:00 a.m. in Room 420 of 
the State Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

CULTURAL AND AESTHETIC PROJECTS: Chairman Thoft (1:A:10) said a bill has 
been drafted enabling thIS subcommittee to deal with Cultural and 
Aesthetic projects. Swift action on this bill in the House would enable 
the subcommittee to hear these projects by January 23, 1985. 

INTRODUCTION OF STAFF: Janet Pallister was introduced as subcommittee 
secretary and Madalyn Quinlan, as staff analyst from the Office of the 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst. 

NATURAL RESOURCE LEGACY PROGRAM: Gene Huntington, Senior Administrative 
Assistant In the Governor1s Office (1:A:114) gave a presentation on the 
background and development of the Natural Resource Legacy Program 
(Exhibit 1). He stated that the legacy program would be implemented by 
two separate bills, one a substantive bill dealing with program policy 
and a second to appropriate funds. 

Larry Fasbender, Director of the Department of Natural Resources and 
Conservation (DNRC) (1:A:178) spoke about the criteria DNRC will be 
developing for determining project ratings. Due to the large number of 
project applications, it is necessary to rank these proposals prior to 
making recommendations to their advisory council. In the middle of 
January the advisory council will meet and make its recommendations to 
the Governor, who will then make his recommendations to the Legislature. 
Mr. Fasbender gave the subcommittee a list of proposed projects it has 
received to date (Exhibit 2). 

Chairman Thoft asked at what stage the legacy bill was. Mr. Fasbender 
said the bill has been filed with the Legislative Council but that some 
changes were to be made prior to introducing it. 

Representative Bardanouve said the program's objectives seem quite broad 
and wondered if any funds could be used in emergency situations such as 
fire suppression. Mr. Fasbender said contingency funds would be avail
able only for unanticipated emergencies involving natural resources and 
the environment. 

Senator Van Valkenburg asked how 128 project applications could have been 
accepted when the legacy program has not yet been enacted. Mr. Huntington 
said all applicants were told funding of project proposals was contin
gent upon legislative approval of the legacy program during the 1985 
session. 
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MONTANA DEBT MANAGEMENT PLAN: Ellen Feaver, Director of the Department 
of Administration, (1:A:375) said, Patrick Born, the state financial 
advisor would be available Friday, January 11, 1985 to give a presenta
tion on the Montana Debt Management Program. Ms. Feaver said Mr. Born 
would discuss the state1s debt situation, position in the bond market and 
future recommendations for debt levels. 

Several subcommittee members said they felt it was imperative that all 
legislators hear where the state stands after three legislative sessions 
of long range debt financing. For this reason the January 11th subcom
mittee meeting will be held in the old Supreme Court Chambers so that all 
legislators wishing to attend this presentation can do so. 

Chairman Thoft asked Ms. Feaver if she could arrange for someone to speak 
at the same time on long range building bond issues and their affect on 
the state General Fund. 

PARK AND LAND ACQUISITIONS: Jim Flynn, Director of the Department of 
Fish, wildlife and Parks (1:A:610) said the department is presently 
limited to acquiring state parks and land with revenues generated from 
taxes on minerals and the Coal Severance Tax. Only a small percentage of 
the revenues generated from these sources can be used for operations, 
maintenance and development of present parks. He said the department 
feels more flexible legislation is needed which would not limit funding 
to just land and park acquisitions. House Bill #2 would expand the use 
of these revenues to include acquisitions, operations, maintenance and 
development of parks. Mr. Flynn said Representative Jack Sands is 
sponsoring House Bill #2. If House Bill #2 is successful in passing, the 
department would then recommend that funds appropriated during the 
1986-87 biennium be used almost solely for park operations, maintenance 
and development. House Bill #2 would also have these expanded provisions 
sunset on July 1, 1989. 

Representative Bardanouve asked when the department would recommend the 
purchase of the second part of the Lake Elmo project which was approved 
for acquisition last session. Mr. Flynn said the department planned on 
recommending funding for the second part of the Lake Elmo project during 
the 1987 Legislative Session. 

Representative Bardanouve said he questioned bypassing park and land 
acquisitions at substantial savings this session in order to fund only 
maintenance and develop ment of present parks. Mr. Flynn said the 
department feels there is a strong need for a balance between funding 
park acquisitions and park maintenance and development. Chairman Thoft 
voiced his agreement with the department1s current philosophy. 

Mr. Don Hyyppa, Administrator of the Parks Division of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks (1 :B:130) presented the subcommittee with six park acquisition 
proposals the department has received to date (Exhibit 3). 
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RENEWABLE RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT AND WATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS: Caralee 
Cheney, Chief of the Water Development Bureau, DNRC, (1:B:252) gave an 
overview on the funding sources for the Renewable Resource Development 
Program (RRD) and the Water Development Program. 

Ms. Cheney next presented the subcommittee with a list of various 
projects which have been proposed for funding from the RRD Program and 
the Water Development Program (Exhibit 4). 

Ms. Cheney reviewed project applications in the various funding cate
gories with subcommittee members until 9:45 a.m. when Chairman Thoft 
asked her to return the next day to finish her presentation on the 
project applications. Ms. Cheney agreed to do so (2:A:42). 

ADJOURN: Since several subcommittee members had other committee meetings 
to attend by 10:00 a.m., Chairman Thoft adjourned at 9:50 a.m. 

TAPE 2, SIDE B - Blank 

-ROBtRT THOFT, Cha i rman 
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TED SCHWINDEN 
GOVERNOR 

;Stutc of ;JlRontunu 
ODfficc of tl1l' ®otlcrnor 

lldl'n/t 59620 

NATURAL RESOURCE LEGACY PROGRAM 

PROPOSAL 

Exh.ib;t 1. 
J-8-f5 
DNe/! 

The 1985 Legislature will be asked to create a "Natural Resource 
Legacy Program", to be funded by income from the Resource Indemnity 
Trust Fund (RIT). The program will be dedicated to development of 
natural resources to benefit Montana citizens and to repairing, reclaiming or 
mitigating environmental damage from past or future resource extraction. 
Future generations must be guaranteed a clean and healthful environment, 
and a vital and diversified economy. 

The Natural Resource Legacy Program would close gaps in current 
state and federal clean-up programs so that the job of repairing environ
mental damage can proceed. The Legacy Program will be designed to repair 
environmental damage th,at predates current environmental laws and to 
mitigate future impacts that current laws do not address. It will be used 
for a broad range of purposes that would indemnify the people of Montana 
for a lost resource. 

BACKGROUND 

The 1983 Legislature indicated that the interest income from the 
Resource Indemnity Trust Fund should no longer be budgeted for 
operational costs of state government. Governor Schwinden di rected a 
cabinet level committee to identify needs and develop legislative 
recommendations for the productive use of those funds. This proposal is 
the product of those deliberations. 

An examination of the history and intent of the RIT fund led to the 
conclusion that the income should be used for mitigation or correction of 
environmental damage caused by mining and for the development of 
recreation areas and facilities. But the concept of "indemnifying future 
generations" implies that the scope of activities to be funded by the 
program may be as broad as the Legislature's vision of Montana's future. 

The current balance of the RIT Fund (RIT) is approximately $40 
million. The Water Development Program receives 30% of the RIT interest 
income. Beginning in fiscal year 1986, 6% of the interest income will be 
dedicated to the Montana Hazardous Waste Act. All remaining interest 
income (64%) would be directed to the Legacy Program. Current estimates 
indicate approximately $9 million would be available for the Legacy Program 
in the 1986-87 biennium. 



PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 

The Legacy Program will fund projects to mitigate impacts or repair 
damage from natural resource extraction that are not covered by state or 
federal programs, and for which no party is clearly liable. 

The Legacy program will be used for projects that address the following 
problems: 

To provide mined land reclamation where no party is liable for 
reclamation and where the federal abandoned mined land fund is 
not available. 

To provide reclamation for past oi I and gas extraction, exploration 
and processing where no responsible party can be identified. 

To provide for reforestation of areas damag'ed by mining or 
smelting activities for which a liable party cannot be identified. 

To provide for recreational areas or natural areas to compensate 
for loss or anticipated loss of recreation or natural areas because 
of resource extraction. 

To provide for mitigation of social and economic impacts of natural 
resource development that is consistent with but not covered by 
ex i sti ng statutes. 

To provide for research, demonstration and technical assistance to 
promote the wise use of Montana's natural resources and to make 
processing more environmentally compatible. 

To protect the state's renewable resources through sound soil and 
water conservation, weed control, and other related restoration 
programs. 

To provide for research to assess past or potential environmental 
damage resulting from natural resource development. 

To provide investigation and remediation of sites where hazardous 
and toxic wastes threaten the environment and where funding 
either from responsible parties or the Comprehensive Environ
mental Response Compensation and Liability Act is unavailable. 

To provide contingency funds to address emergency threats to 
the state's natural resources or environment which can not be 
anticipated by the Legislature. 

PROGRAM OPERATION 

The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation will solicit 
proposals from public agencies (state, local and special districts), for 
projects that meet the objectives of the Legacy Program. The department, , 
in cooperation with other. state natural resource agencies, will review 
proposals for feasibility and recommend a priority list of projects to the 



" 

Governor. The Governor, in turn, will develop a priority list of projects 
and forward it, as well as all other project applications, to the Legislature. 
The Legislature will approve a list of projects to receive grants. The grant 
program will be administered by the Department of Natural Resources. 
Additional consideration will be given to those projects that are directly 
related to the impacts caused by natural resource extraction. 

IMPLEMENTATION 

The Natural Resource Legacy Program will be presented to the 1985 
Legislature. I n anticipation of approval of the Legacy Program, the 
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation will solicit proposed 
projects to present to the 1985 session. If the 1985 Legislature approves 
the program, projects could be funded for the 1986-87 biennium. 

If the· Legislature approves the Legacy Program, consideration should 
be given to modifying the current Renewable Resource Development Fund 
(RRDF) and the Water Development Program. Because a major part of the 
RRDF is used for water-related projects, some overlapping and a great deal 
of confusion could be eliminated by dedicating RRDF revenues to the Water 
Development Program. The Legacy Program could address many of the 
non-water projects funded in the past by the RRDF. Eliminating the RRDF 
and creating the Legacy Program would allow all water projects to be funded 
from one program. This would address the confusion that resulted in past 
legislative sessions with water projects funded from the RIT income, the 
RRD Fund and the Water Development Fund. 
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c:mmua'la 'DepartJJte~ 
of 

Tislt,CW-ddlife c& ~ 

The Honorable Bill Norman 
President of the S~iate 
Montana State Legislature 
Capitol Station 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Senator Norman: 

Helena, MT 59620 
January 5, 1985 

As required by Section 23-1-108, MCA,--'t.be Montana Fish and Game 
Commission presents the following Coal Tax Park Acquisition 
Proposals to the 1985 State Legislature. 

In this report, you will 
proposal that was submitted 
and Parks. The report also 
Tax Park Legislation. 

find a brief explanation of each 
to the Depart~ent of Fish, Wildlife 
contains some background on the Coal 

It is our hope that this information will be useful to you as you 
make decisions on these proposals. 

cc: Speaker of the House 
Fish and Game Commissioners 
Governor, State of Montana 
Proposal Sponsors 
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

- Regional Supervisors 
- Division Administrators 

Legislative Council 

408/6/9 

-9-



c!Mo'lta'la Cf)~~ 
of 

flslt,'lfiddlife c& ~ 

The Honorable John Vincent 
Speaker of the Hous, 
Montana State Legislature 
Capitol Station 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Representative Vincent: 

Helena, MT 59620 
LJanuary 5, 1985 

As required by Section 23-1-108, MCA,-kne r-lontana Fish and Game 
Commission presents the following Coal Tax Park Acquisition 
Proposals to the 1985 State Legislature. 

In this report, you will find a brief explanation of each 
proposal that was submitted to the Department of Fish, wildlife 
and Parks. The report also contains some background on the Coal 
Tax Park Legislation. 

It is our hope that this information will be useful to you as you 
make decisions on these proposals. 

cc: Speaker of the House 
Fish and Game Commissioners 
Governor, State of Montana 
Proposal Sponsors 
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

- Regional Supervisors 
- Division Administrators 

Legislative Council 

408/6/10 

-10-
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Park Coal Tax Legislative History 

In 1975, the 44th State Legislature created the State's Coal 

Severence Tax. Twenty-five percent of the earned revenue from 

the Severence Tax was placed in the Constitutional Trust Fund and 

75% was distributed to state agencies. Two and one half percent 

of total collectiori$ ~ere.allocated to the State Park System out 

of the agency portion. One half of this amount (1 1/4%) was 

placed in a trust fund and half in the earned revenue account for 

expenditure. The interest from the trust fund was returned to 

the trust fund. 

1 1/4 

1 1/4 

25% 

Constitutional 

Trust 

75% 

Distributed 

to Agencies 

-11-
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" 
In 1977, the law was amended to allow sites acquired with local 

tax funds to be maintained with Coal Tax Funds. The same 

legislation provided that Capitol Building artwork could be 

maintained using the Parks Coal Tax earnings. 

After December 31, 1979, 50% of the coal severence tax 

collections were allocated to the Constitutional Trust Fund and 

50% distributed to agencies. 

of the half distributed 

The State Park System received 5% 

to agencies (2 1/2% of total 

collections). This entire amount was allocated to the State Park 

Trust Fund and only the interest was allowed to be spent. 

50% 

Constitutional Trust 

State Park 

Trust Fund 

2 1/2% 

Distributed to 

Agencies 

In 1981, the 5% of collections allocated to the nonexpendable 

State Park Trust Fund was divided: 

-11-
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1/3 (0.83% of total collections) for protection of works of 

art in the state capitol and other cultural and 

aesthetic projects and 

2/3 (1.67% of total collections) for the acquisition of 

State Park System sites and for the operation and 

maintenan~eof sites so ·acquired. 

This language added specificity to the 1977 amendment. 

50% 

Constitutional 

Trust 

Cultural 

0.83% 

1. 67% 

50% 

State Park Trust 

Fund 

Distributed to 

Agencies 
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The 1983, State Legislature prescribed additional changes to 

occur in 1986 and 1987 as described below. 

Starting July 1, 1986 and ending June 30, 1987, 6% of the coal 

severence tax collections are to be allocated to the Highway 

Reconstruction Trust Fund account. This will essentially reduce 

the portion to. be distributed to agencies to 44% of total 
l 

collections. The State Park System share will be proportionally 

reduced. 

50% 

Constitutional 

Trust 

Highways 

6% 

Cultural 

0.73 

State Park 

Trust Fund 

1. 47% 

44% 

Distributed to 

Agencies 
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f 

Starting July 1, 1987, and ending June 30, 1993, 12% of the coal 

severence tax collections are to be allocated to the Highway 

Heconstruction Trust Fund account. This will again reduce the 

amount to be distributed to agencies and the amount left for the 

State Park System. 

50% 

Constitutional 
~-·.rr;: ; .. 

Trust 

Highway 

12% 

Cultural 

0.63% 

State Park 

Trust Fund 

1. 27% 

38% 

Distributed to 

Agencies 

After June 30, 1993 the allocation formula will revert to that 

represented by 1981 unless further legislative changes are made 

in the interim. 
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State Park and Coal Tax Law 

The State Organic Act specifies the areas of responsibility 

assigned to the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 

Subsequent coal tax legislation provides one means by which to 

respond to this obligation. 

408/6/27 
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State Parks ". 

23-1~QJ~~r~~ For the purpose of conserving the 
scenic, historic, archaeologic, scientific, and recreational 
resources of the state and providing for their use and 
enjoyment, thereby contributing to the cultural, 
recreational, and economic life of the people and their 
hea,l th,.· the· department of fish, wildlife, and parks 
(hereinalter refe~red to as department) is hereby vested 
with the duties and powers hereinafter set forth. 

History: En. Sec. I, Ch. 
178, L. 1953; amd. Sec. I, 
Ch. 2, L. 1977; amd. Sec. 13, 
1947, 62-301; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 

48, L. 1939; amd. Sec. I, Ch. 
Ch. 69, L. 1965; amd. Sec. I, 
Ch. 417, L. 1977; R.C.M. 
218, L. 1979. 



15-35-108. DisDosal of severance taxes. Severance 
taxes collected under the prov~s~ons of this h 
allocated as follows: c apter are 

(1) To the trust fund created by Article IX, section 
5, of the Montana const~tut~on, 25% of total collect~ons a 
ye~r. After December 31, 1979, SO~~ of coal severance tax 
co.lectlons are allocated to this trust fund. The trust fund 
mon:,ys shall be dep.os~ ted in the fund established under 
17-b-203(S) and ~nvested by the board of investments as 

provided by law. 
(2) Starting July 1, 1986, and ending June 30, 1987, 

6% of coal severance tax collections are allocated to the 
highway reconstruction trust fund account in the state 
special revenue fund. Starting July 1,.1987, and ending June 
30, 1993, 12% of coal severance' tax co llecti ons are 
allocated to the highway reconstruction trust fund account 
in the state special revenue fund. 

(3) Coal severance tax collections remaining after the 
allocations provided by subsections (1) And (2) are 
allocated in the following percentages of the remaining 
balance: 

(a) to the county in which coal is mined, 2% of the 
severance tax paid on the coal mined in that county until 
January 1, 1980, for such purposes as the governing body of 
the county may determine; 

(b) 2 1/2% until December 31, 1979, and thereafter 
4 1/2% to the state special revenue fund to the credit of 
the alternative energy research development and 

demon~~~at~~~ l~~~o~~~iSiju\ Yf·n 1979: ~and thereafter 37'1/2% 
to the state special revenue fund to the credit of the local 
impact and education trust fund account; 

(d) for each of the 2 fiscal years following June 30, 
1977, 13% to the state special revenue fund to the credit of 
the coal area highway improvement account; 

(e) 10% to the state special revenue fund for state 
equalization aid to public schools of the state; 

(f) 1% to the state special revenue fund to the credit 
of the county land planning account; 

(g) 1 1/4% to the credit of the renewable resource 
development bond fund; _ 

(h) 5% to a nonexpendable trust fund for the purpose 
of parks acquisition or management, protection of works of 
art in the state capitol, and other cultural and aesthet~c 

"projects. Income from this trust fund shall be appropriated 
as follows: 

(i) 1/3 for protection of works of art in the state 
capitol and other cultural and aesthetic projects; and 

(ii) 2/3 for the acquisition of Sites and areas 
described in 23-1-102 and the operation and maintenance of 
sites so acquired; 

(i) 1% to the state special revenue fund to the credit 
of the state library commission for the purposes of 
providing basic library services for the residents of all 
counties through library federations and for payment of the 
costs of participating in regional and national networking; 

(j) 1/2 of 1% to the state special revenue fund for 
conservation districts; 

(k) 1 1/4% to the debt service fund type to the credit 
of the water development debt service fund; 

(1) all other revenues from severance taxes collected 
under the provisions of this chapter to the credit of the 
general fund of the state. 

/ / 

'7 i/\ ( . 
,,' 
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'-,r; 1 -
23-1-108. Acquisition of certain state parks, 

monuments, or historical sites. (1) Any person, association, 
or representative of a governing unit may submit a proposal 
for the acquisition of a site or area described in 23-1-102 
from the income of the trust fund created in 15-35-108 to 
the department of fish, wildlife, and parks by December 1 of 
the year preceding the convening of a legislative session. 

(2) The fish and game commission shall present to the 
legislature by the 15th day of any legislative session a 
list of areas, sites, or objects that were proposed for 
purchase for use as state parks, state recreational areas, 
state monuments, or state historical sites with the money 
contained in the parks account. 

(3) The legislature must appropriate funds from this 
account before any park, area, monument, or site may be 
purchased. . 

History: En. Sec. 3, Ch. 653, L. 1979; amd. Sec .. 2, 
Ch. 218, L. 1979. 



Past Coal Tax Acquisitions 

Since 1975, the portion of the Coal Severance Tax earmarked for 

parks has provided 19 additions and over 6,500 acres to the State 

Park System. Four acquisitions are still pending negotiations. 

These sites are located throughout the state (see map), and offer 

a variety of recreational opportunities to Montanans and 

out-of-state visitors. 

14 

1 I 
1 

Miles City 

" Billings 
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Informing the Public 

During the summer of 1984 word was sent out that Coal Tax Park 

proposal s were being accepted. A brochure was made available 

that explained the purpose of the program and included a brief 

questionnaire by which a potential sponsor could alert the 

Department of their. interest. Th~ questionnaire was printed on a 
. ~ 

Business Reply card which required no postage stamp (see insert). 

These brochures were distributed to anyone who expressed an 
.~ If' ~ c-

interest in selling, donating or other'wise conveying potential 

park land to the Department, In addition, the brochures were 

distributed at a Department booth at the State Fair in Great 

Falls. 

A 30 second public service announcement (psa) was prepared by the 

Department's Conservation Education Division and distributed to 

43 Montana radio stations in July of 1984. This psa encouraged 

the listener to nominate areas suitable for park lands by 

contacting the Department headquarters in Helena. 

This effort resulted in six nominations by the public as 

described in the following pages. 

The 1985 Citizen Proposals 
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The following Coal Tax Park Proposals were submitted to the 

Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks by December 1, 1985. They 

are listed in alphabetical order. 

Site 

1. The Anaconda Stack 

2. BA&P RR 

3. Kleffner Ranch 

4. Prickly Pear 

5. White Sandy Beach 

Totals 

Incomplete Proposal 

6. Amazon Trail 

Acres/Length 

±20 acres 

25 miles 

87 acres 

38 acres 

88.8 acres 

233.80 acres 

and 

25 miles 

34 miles 

-22-

Cost 

Donation 

$350,000 

operation only 

$931,000 

$152,000 

$420,000 

$1,853,000 

not available 
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THE ANACONDA STACK 

The Anaconda Stack will soon be the only remaining structure at 

the old Anaconda Copper Mining Company Smelter in Anaconda. The 

smelter and twenty acres of surrounding land is being proposed by 

"The Anacondans To Preserve The Stack" as a State Monument. The 

Anaconda Minerals Company has agreed to donate this package to 

the State Park System. Although acquisition would be by 

donation, some costs still remain as described in Item 16. 

It is hoped that tours could be conducted to the foot of the 

stack. However EPA tests may indicate that toxin levels are too 

great to allow public access to this area. In this case, public 

viewing would be allowed from the Chamber of Commerce visitor's 

center at the company gate. 

408/6/1 
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COAL TAX PARK PROPOSAL 

To be completed by Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

personnel by means of a personal interivew with the sponsor. 

Intervie\v Date Monday, October 22, 1984 

Department Interview Personnel: 

Don Hyyppa. Paul Pacinj 

Sponsor Representatives: Bob Vine, Pete and Margie Smith 

Dan Wasbburn-Anaconda M; neral s (563-5211), Tom Radonich-ARGO 

Sponsor' s Na:m~ AnacOndan' S to preserve the Stack; Bob Vine, President 

Sponsor's Mailing Address 

]402 Cable Road 

Anaconda, Montana 59711 
Sponsor's Phone Number ... 

Day 563-3639 
Evening __ ~s~a~m~e~ ______________________ __ 

Site Descriotion 
! 

Site Name: The Anaconda Stack 

2. Site Location: 

County Deer Lodge 

TO\vnship 4N Range llW Section 12 

3. How many acres comprise the proposal? 

4. Does legal access to the property now exist? 

conditional Yes No 

If yes, describe the access route from the nearest 

federal, state, county or city highway/road. 

The paved road and alternate llnpaved routes from the pl apt gate .. _to 

the stack are owned by ARGO. An easement would be given if EPA determines 

the stack area safe for visitors. Otherwise, viewjng would take place 

from tbe vjsitor cepter near the gate Legal access to the gate exists 

from the City of Anaconda via east 4th Street to Smelter Road and east 

to the gate. 



5. Include two maps: 

a) a location map shml7ing the proposal's 

boundary, and 

b) a vicinity map showing the proposal's 

relationship to a nearby community. 

6. Include black and white photographs or color slides of 

the proposed site depicting the features which would 

affect its propriety as an- addi t.ion to the State Park 

Syst.em. 

Site Amenities 

7. Check the recreational activiti~;:-;that would be popular 

at this site. 

Picnicking 

Camping 

Trail Walking 

Bicycling 

Canoeing or Rafting 

Motor boating 

\\Tater Skiing 

Swimming 

Fishing 

Hunting 

·L ,-

x Other: 

Other: 

specify 

specify 

The sj te offers abllndant oppoTtllni ty for bist 
interpretation and enough ground will be 
available for some picniC sites 

8. During what season(s) would this site receive 

significant use? 

visitor center only 
x Spring; x Summer; X Fall; X Winter 

• 9. What incorporated cities or towns are located within 25 

driving miles of the proposed site? 

Anaconda Butte 

(city, town) (city or town) 

10. How many miles is it to the nearest Interstate, State 

or U.S. numbered highway? 

3 

(miles) (I, State, or U.S. number) 



11. Within 25 driving miles of the proposed site, what 

federal, state or local government owned recreation 

sites exist which would provide the same kind of 

recreational opportunities as this proposal? 

None 

(si te name) (site name) 

(site name) (site name) 

12. Does the proposed site have historic or archaeological 

value? 

x . Yes 
----:..;'--

No 

I f yes, please explain: This is the site of the largest free standing 
brick structure on earth, built in 1918 to disperse smoke generated by the 
Anaconda Copper Mjnin~ Company. The copper industry was the economic 
mainstay for Montana and the United States when "copper was king." The 
site is eligible for the National Re~ister of Historic Places. 

13. Does the proposed site have scientific value? ie: 

unique geological or ecological features 

Yes x No 

If yes, please explain: ----------------------------------

14. Name any lake, pond, river or stream which is 

contiguous with or contained within the proposed site: 

None 



15. Indicate the predominant type of vegitative cover found 

on the proposed site. Check more than one if 

appropriate. 

Coniferous Trees 

Deciduous Trees 

Brushy 

Grassland 

X Barren 

16. If there ar~tother "featurei of the proposed site which 

should be taken into consideration, please describe 

them here. 

Site Cost 

17. It is strongly urged that an appraisal accompany this 

proposal. The appraisal must be completed by a 

certified MAl (Member Appraisal Institute) of the 

American Institute of Real Estate Appraisors. The 

sponsor is responsible for any costs incurred. 

Appraised value of this site: $ ______ ~NuA~ ______________ __ 

Date of Appraisal: ______________________________ _ 

Name of Appraisor and Company: 

18. For what price is the owner willing to sell? $ Dongtion 

I, ANACONDA Minerals Company , resident of 
------~(-o-w-n-e-r~ls---n-a-m-e~)~~~----------------------

, owner of 
----------~~----~~~---------------------------------(city, state) 

11/08/84 the property described by this proposal, on 
(today I S date) 

that the in~on in item verify by my signature 

number 18 is correct. 

. F. Gardner, General Manager 
Montana Operations 
Butte, Montana 
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BUTTE-ANACONDA AND PACIFIC RR 

The BA&P RR intends to abandon its 25 mile line between Butte and 

Anaconda in the near future. This was an ore carrying line, 

connecting the Butte mines to the Anaconda smelter. The track is 

in "main line" condition at this time. 

A private interest is attempting to acquire the Railroad to 

continue rail service between Butte and Anaconda. The proj ect 

sponsor, Jim Carton, has reached a verbal agreement with the 

potential buyer to lease track use to the state for the operation 

of a historic tour train. The rail service wrn~d connect 

historic sites in Anaconda and Butte, and could provide rail 

service to Fairmont Hot Springs Resort, mid way between the two 

cities. Vast opportunity would be available to interpret Montana 

history and promote tourism to other Montana attractions during 

the train ride. 

The proposal calls for no acquisition of real estate by the State 

of Montana. The following state expenditures however, are 

anticipated to reach $350,000 for start up and operation during 

the summer of 1986. 

1. Procurement of a steam locomotive and rolling stock. 

2. Insurance for passenger operations. 

3. Salaries for management and operating personnel. 

4. Lease of track use. 

-3-



5. Maintenance of future buildings and depots. 

6. Conversion to oil from steam, if desired. 

7. Restoration and repair of rolling stock. 

8. Fuel costs. 

9. Advertizing and Promotion. 

408/6/3 
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COAL 'fAX PARK PFOPOSAL 

To be completed by Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

personnel by means of a personal interivew with the sponsor. 

Interview Date]Noycmbcr J080 

Department Interview Personnel: 
Don Hyyppa P.:lul Pacini 

Sponsor Representatives: Jim Carton 

I 0 ), n Dc, - itt, C h r j 5 E j -F Q 

S pon sor ' s , N ame_...;.S~e:.t.:.p'--.LJ .:.L.j..;;;S,-tL-__ ~ ______ _ 
. l· 

Sponsor's Mailing Address 
see sponsor list 

Sponsor's Phone Number .•. 
Day see s p 0 n s 0 r 1 i s-t -'. - ,-, ~I".,,,, . 
Evening -------------------------------

Site Descriotion 

Site Name: 

2. Site Location: 

County Silver bOH and Deerlodf,e 

Tm-mship Range Section 

3 • Hmv man'! acres comprise the proposal? 2 acrc:>s 

4. Does legal access to the property now exist? 
x Yes No 

If yes, describe the access route from the near"est 

federal, state, county or city highway/road. 

Lc:>p;aL ACCESS IS AVi\ILi\TlLE AT THE Anaconda railHav yar ds 

the Anaconclo Chamber of Commerce fairront /Grep;son 

The nut t e 'f use u m 0 f :1 i n e s, the r\ 0 r the r n PAC I V I C 

rl e pot inn 11 t t f', and a t \- a rio 11 S no ill t salon p; its 

rOllte. 



List of Sponsors: 
1. Montana Union Railroad Co. 

105 Fleecer Dr. 
But t e ,~I t. 5 9 7 0 1 4 9 LI - 7 4 0 6 

2. Butte Historical Society 
P.O.Box 3913 
Butte, Nt. 59702 782-2386 

3. RencKable Techn~logies Inc. 
P.O. Box 4113 
Butte, Nt. 59702 782-2386 

4. Buttc Silvcrbow chamber of Commercc. 
2950 HaRRISON Ave. 
But t e. ~! t . 4 94 - 5 5 9 5 

5. DAPWA Enterprises (oKners of the Northern Pacific Depot complex 
P.O.Box 3957 
Butte, Nt. 59702 782-9533. 

6. Fairmont I!otsprings Resort 
Anaconda,Nt. 797-3241 att: JaN Phillips 

7. Anacondans to Preserve the stack Committee 
P.O. Box 893 
,\ n a con d a, ~! t. 5 9 7 1 1 563-7774 

8. Jim Carton 
1421 \\ i c 1, s Lan e , 
Billings, Nt. 59105 245-8536 

9. Butte ~ocal Development Corp. 
2950 Harrison Ave, 
But t c, '! t . 4 94 - 3 9 36 

For detailed information contact Jim Carton. 
Sponsor No.8, above. 



5. Include two maps: 

a) a location map shmving the proposal's 

boundary, and 

b) a vicinity map showing the proposal's 

relationship to a nearby community. 

6. Include black and white photographs or color slides of 

the proposed site depicting the features \vhich would 

affect its propriety as a~ addition to the State Park 
~ . 

System. 

Site Amenities 

7. Check the recreational activitiestthat would be popular 

at this site. 

8. 

x 
x 
x 

x 

Picnicking 

Camping 

Trail Walking 

Bicycling 

Canoeing or Rafting x 

Motor boating 

Water Skiing 

Swimming 

Fishing 

Hunting 

x Other: 

Other: 

During what 

specify 

specify 

season(s) 

significant use? 

A tourist RR could provide a unique mode 
of transportation to resort areas such as 
Fairmont Hot StringS and the Butte School 
of Mines, and istoric areas such as the 
Anaconda Smelter and round house. 

would this site receive 

x Spring; x Summer; X Fall; x Winter 

9. What incorporated cities or towns are located within 25 

driving miles of the proposed site? 

Anaconda Butte 

(city, town) (city or town) 

10. How many miles is it to the nearest Interstate, State 

or U.S. numbered highway? 

Less than one mile at many 

poi Dts a10Dg its ropte 

(miles) 

1-90 and US10A 

(I, State, or U.S. number) 



11. wi thin 25 driving miles of the proposed site, what 

federal, state or local government owned recreation 

sites exist which would provide the same kind of 

recreational opportunities as this proposal? 

None 

(si te name) (site name) 

(site name) , . ~ 
(si te name) 

12. Does the proposed site have historic or archaeological 

value? 

13. 

x Yes No 

I f yes, please explain: History ; s retol d by the 01 d m; nes ; n 
Butte and the Anaconda smelting operation in Anaconda, the termini 
of the main line railroad Innovations in railroading sllch as electri
fication were often originated on this line. An educational tour train 
W01lld have a wealth of historic interpretation to choose from en route. 
Such a train would also transport tourists to existing historic attractions 
such as the Butte mines~ the Aoaconda stack and round house and resort 
areas sucli as Falrmont not ~prlngs. 
Does the proposed site have scientific value? ie: 

unique geological or ecological features 

x Yes No 

If yes, please explain: An edllcati anal tollr trai n along thj s route 
would provide an ideal field classroom for the stud of the geology and . ... .' ng 
involved in building and operating a railroad; as well as the effect 
on the ecology of mass mjneral extract jan. The higb point of any field 
trip would be the opportunity to journey back in time to the old mining 
days in Montana 

14. Name any lake, pond, river or stream which' is 

contiguous wit.h or contained within the proposed site: 

Sjlver Raw Cre~e~k~o~ ________________________________________________ __ 



15. Indicate the predominant type of vegitative covey found 

on the proposed site. Check more than one if 

appropriate. 

Coniferous Trees 

Deciduous Trees 

Brushv 

x Grassland ---
x Barren ---

16. If there are other features of the proposed site which 

should be taken into consideration, please describe 

them he::::-e. 

,\ t 0 J J r t raj n iJ] 0 n g t b j 5 r Q J ) t e 1{ 0 \ lId D r 0 \- ide 2. Jl P xci tin g 
a 11 dun i que for m 0 f , en t e r tab rUll en t .- to bot h ~r 0 n tan a ' :3 

reslaents a~D \ISIIORS. Aspeople are nraKn to this area 
thp economy j 5 bOJlnd to r0,J] j zp a sj ?uj [irant \,oost. It is 
likely that new touri·t related businesses would find an 
opport1..1nitv to serve 

Site Cost and vacationers. 
the would be concentration of tourists 

17. It is strongly urged that an appraisal accompany this 

proposal. The appraisal must be completed by a 

certified ~ffiI (Member Appraisal Institute) of the 

American Institute of Real Estate Appraisors. The 

sponsor is responsible for any costs incurred. 

18. 

Appraised value of this site: $ see schedule 
-----------------------

Date of Appraisal: ------------------------------------------
Name of Appraisor and Company: 

For what price is the owner willing to sell? $-------

I, , resident of 
-----~------~------~----------------------------(owner I s name) 

, owner of 
---------~~----------~------------------------------(city, state) 
the propeyty described by this proposal, on 

(today I S date) 
verify by my signature that the information in item 

number 18 is correct. 



Basic proposal: He propose that the State of Nontana join in a .... 
cooperative effort with the BA&P Ry, andthe cities of Butte and 
Anaconua ill developing a major tourist attraction: Apassenger 
service-tourist train between tho historic districts of the t~o 

cities. He further propose that a one year trial run in 1986 
su~mer season- be funded with options to extend /expand the program 
if ridership meets or exceeds goals. The train concept could be 
fully inplAce for the 1989 centenial activities. 

FI~AKCI~G NEEDED: 
1. Funds for procurement of rolling stock 
:2. Ins u ran c e - t 1, rut he S tat e 0 f :10 n tan a for pas sen g e r 0 per a t ion s 
3. Salaries of ~ar~larid' op~rating·personnel. 
4. Track Daintenance/buildings and depots. 
5. Conv~rsion of equipment to oil if desired/restoration anf 

repair of acquired rolling stock. 
6. Fuel. 
7 Advertizing and promotion. 

Estimated cost for initial startup sf!6~bdo.oo. 
Xote: Fares collected, donated materials and labor, donated sites 
for depots, restoration costs and buildings will reduce or alter 
cos's. Operations would be under the supervision of BA&P personnel . 

• 



Rocker Yards, the branch to Butte Hill runs out of here. 

The section house near Fairmont Resort. 



A turn of the century round house in Anaconda. 



PAUL KLEFFNER RANCH 

The Paul Kleffner ranch consists of approximately 731 acres. 

County Road 518 from E. Helena to Montana City separates the 

ranch buildings and 87 acres from the remainder of the ranch. 

These 87 acres are proposed for state acquisition to be 

designated a state monument. The acquisition would preserve a 

three story barn, called the biggest in the west, and an 

octagonal stone ranch house with a second story dance floor. 

Both structures were build in the 1880's and mark a historic time 

of Montana's history. '~'.' Fl" 

Upon acquisition, the ranch would be used as a historic 

agricultural museum. Antique farm and ranch equipment would be 

displayed along with a depiction of the era's life style through 

the ranch house and barn. An annual agricul tural festival is 

anticipated to demonstrate the era through reinactments and 

demonstrations using the antique equipment, or replicas of it. 
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COAL TAX PARK PROPOSAL 

To be completed by Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

personnel by means of a personal interivew with the sponsor. 

Interview Date October 26. 1984 

Department Interview Personnel: 

Don Hyyppa. Paul Pacini 

Sponsor Representatives: Paul Kleffner. 

Thelma Kleffner. Daye Fu]]er 

Sponsor's N ame_--"'D""a.".y .... e--"-F .... u .... l .... l .... e ..... r _______ _ 
Sponsor's Mailing Address 

_l.Q.l(LSi.e...rr.a... Ro..arLlie....at ___ , 

Helena, Montana 59601 

Sponsor's Phone Number ••• 

Day ____ ~4~4~2_-~7~'4u7_9~ _______ '_?_-___ 

Evening 458-9194 

Site Description 

Site Name: Papl Kleffner Ranch 

2. Site Location: 

County Jefferson! and Lewis and Clark 

Township 9N Range 2W Section 6 

3. How many acres comprise the proposal? 87 

4. Does legal access to the property now exist? 

x Yes No 

If yes, describe the access route from the nearest 

federal, state, county or city highway/road. 

One and one half miles south of U. S. Highway 12 at East He} ena on the 

Montana City Road. County Highway 518 

-," -.- .-... " -.- ".' .. . .. 
-.··--_·..;.......-"_.; ..... !...:,,:;>. .............. _.-..~:_lIIO:'fl~_.....:> 

- .. 



5. Include two maps: 

a) a location map showing the proposal's 

boundary, and 

b) a vicinity map showing the proposal's 

relationship to a nearby community. 

6. Include black and white photographs or color slides of 

the proposed site depicting the features 'l.vhich would 

affect ifs p~opiiet~ as a~ addition to the State Park 

System. 

Site Amenities 

.. -.",.;": 1 -

7. Check the recreatibnal activities~that would be popular 

at this site. 

x 

x 
x 

Picnicking 

Camping 

Trail Walking 

Bicycling x 

Motor boating 

Water Skiing 

Swimming 

Fishing 

Canoeing or Rafting Hunting 

c: 

X Other: specify There exists an abundant opportunity for 

8. During 

the interpretatlon and demonstratlon of 
Other: specify historic agricultural practices and life 

style. 

what season(s) would this site receive 

significant use? 

__ x_ Spring; __ x_ Summer; _x __ Fall; ___ x_ Winter 

9. What incorporated cities or towns are located within 25 

driving miles of the proposed site? 

Helena East Helena 

(city, town) (city or town) 

la. How many miles is it to the nearest Interstate, State 

or U.S. numbered highway? 

.- .~ ., - .•.. - .. - . 



. -. "' .• _ .. ___ '/::.A.:..~ 

11. Wi thin 25 driving miles of the proposed site, what 

federal, state or local government owned recreation 

sites exist which would provide the same kind of 

recreational opportunities as this proposal? 

None 

(site name) (site name) 

(s i te 'nanie~) (site name) 

12. Does the proposed site have historic or archaeological 

value? 

x Yes 
'-'.'; 1 -

d ;~ No 

If yes, please explain: It is the si te of a three story barn, 
called the biggest in the west, and an octagonal stone ranch house 
originally built with an upstairs dance floor, both of which date 
back to the late 1880's. If this site were acquired, i~ is anticipated 
that its operation would be in cooreration with the Montana Historical 
Society with financial assistance rom private sources. An annual 
agricultural festival would highlight its management. 

13. Does the proposed site have scientific value? ie: 

unique geological or ecological features 

Yes x No 

If yes, please explain: ---------------------------------------

14. Name any lake, pond, river or stream which is 

contiguous with or contained within the proposed site: 

prjck1ey Pear Creek 

.. -.. --

1'" , ~··-:fJ-~;:;;~~:->... ~.~ 
.~ "., :: .. /. '>~";,:r ~- _ ";,' '," .~ 

~~;.~.-:-;;~. ~;~ •. ~~~":, -.~_~~,~~ •. ~ .. ~~.:_:~~:~.<;, ";i~~.,-~;~.;~·":_i~~~~;S::·~-~}l 



--. ", ... ",,' ., ~ ~'. 

15. Indicate the predominant type of vegitative cover found 

on the proposed site. Check more than one if 

appropriate. 

Coniferous Trees 

Deciduous Trees 

Brushy 

x Grassland 

Barren 

16. If there are other features of the proposed site which 

should be taken into consideration, please describe 

them here. 

The primary intent behind the purchase of this property is for use as 

an agricultural museUlrf' and interpretive fac~ility. However. the surrounding 

acreage and the adja\ent stream provide opportunities for other outdoor 
recreation as indicated in #7 above. 

Site Cost 

17. It is strongly urged that an appraisal accompany this 

proposal. The appraisal must be completed by a 

certified MAl (Member Appraisal Institute) of the 

American Institute of Real Estate Appraisors. The 

sponsor is responsible for any costs incurred. 

18. 

Appraised value of this site: $~9~3ul_.~Q~Q~Q~ ______________ ___ 

Date of Appraisal: __ ~s~e~p~t~e~m~b~er~~19~._1~9~8~4~ ____________________ __ 

Nam2 of AppIaisor and Company: C Robert White, MAT 
White-Stevens, LTD. 

For what price is the owner sell? $ 931,000 with 
a two_.y~ar option of ~gricultural land. 

I, ~~~.~,/~~~'~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ resident of 

C A";';' /:" 
;. /!/ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ __ -7Y~~E~7~.r~.f~;~'~~ ______________ ' owner of 

by t'~~£/~roposal, on &;--' gl- /'~r.?/ 
(?today's date) 

4 verify by my signature that the information in item 

number 18 is correct. ~ 



---.. -

... 

... 

-



PRICKLY PEAR CREEK 

The Ralph and Sharon Olson Ranch lies in the Helena valley, just 

two miles from Helena. A choice piece of Prickly Pear Creek 

flows through the property providing excellent bird and wildlife 

cover as well as a scenic wetland suitable for nature walks and 

school field trips. Flat pasture ground borders the wetland on 

which parking and more traditional park land development could be 

accommodated. Ranch buildings are not to be included in the 

proposal. 

The Prickly Pear corridor has been considered in the past for 

preservation as a green belt. This acquisition could mark the 

beginning of this realization. 
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COAL TAX PARK PROPOSAL 

To be completed by Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

personnel by means of a personal interivew with the sponsor. 

In te rv i ew Da te __ N=o-"-v.::;.em=b",,,e:;..r-:.5.1.' ---=-1""'9,:;:,8...:.4 ____ _ 

Department Interview Personnel: 
Don Hy~y~p~p~a _____________________ __ 

Paul Pacini 

Sponsor's NaJlle Ralph and Sha'roD Q1 son 

Sponsor's Mailing Address 

2220 York Road 

Helena, Montana 59601 

Sponsor's Phone Number ... 

Day 444-6440/443-2220 

Evening 443-2220 

Site Description 

Site Name: Prickly Pear Creek 

2. Site Location: 

County Lewis and Clark 

TO\vnship 10 Range 3 Section 9 

3. How many acres comprise the proposal? 38 

4. Does legal access to the property now exist? 

x Yes No 

If yes, describe the access route from the nearest 

federal, state, county or city highway/road. 

Startjn~ at the north ed~e of the City of Helena, at the 1-15 -
York Road overpass, travel east 2 miles to Prickly Pear Creek and 
left down County Road ~ mile to the Ralph Olson home, 2220 York 
Road and junction with Prickly Pear Creek. An abandoned section 
of County Road proceeds wjthjn the east boundary of the proposal 
The Qlson Ranch would provide a no-cost easement from the end of 
the CQllDty Road to a ranch road (1 ess than 1 DO feet) proceed; ng 
through the through the center of the proposal. 

.' '. 



5. Include two maps: 

a) a location map show'ing the proposal's 

boundary, and 

b) a vicinity map showing the proposal's 

relationship to a nearhy community. 

6. Include black and white photographs or color slides of 

the proposed site depicting the features which would 

affect its ~~opriety as an addition to the State Park 

System. 

Site Amenities 

.- ,":; ; -. 

7. Check the recreational activities that would be popular 

8. 

at this site. 

x 
x 

Picnicking 

Camping 

Trail Walking 

Bicycling 

x 
x 

Motor boating 

\vater Skiing 

Swimming 

Fishing 

x Canoeing or Rafting x Hunting (Waterfowl) 

x 

During 

Other: specify 

Other: specify 

what season(s) 

significant use? 

A variety of bird species WQJIld lend 
itself well to bird watching. 
Artists Bob Morgan and Dr. Clem Shafer 
have used the site as the subject matter 
for some of their paintings. 

would this site receive 

x Spring; x Summer; X Fall; x Winter 

9. What incorporated cities or towns are located within 25 

driving miles of the proposed site? 

Helena 

(city, town) (city or town) 

10. How many miles is it to the nearest Interstate, State 

or U.S. numbered highway? 

2 miles I-15 

(miles) (I, State, or U.S. number) 



11. Within 25 driving 

federal, state or 

sites exist which 

miles 

local 

would 

of the proposed site, what 

government owned recreation 

provide the same kind of 

recreational opportunities as this proposal? 

Causeway FAS 

(site name) 

White Sandy Beach FAS 

(site name) 

Helena Valley Reservoir PAS 

(site name) 

Black Sandy Beach FAS 

(site name) 

12. Does the proposed site have historic or archaeological 

value? 

x Yes No 

If1yes, please explain: Indian relics such as arrow heads and 

rock hammers have been found by the property owners. 

13. Does the proposed site have scientific value? ie: 

unique geological or ecological features 

x Yes No 

If yes, please explain: The natural ecology of the ri pari an 

area is jdeal for school field trips. Carroll College ornithology classes 

have used the area for field trips and local Audubon Society members use 

the site relill]arly. 

14. Name any lake, pond, river or stream which is 

contiguous with or contained within the proposed site: 

Prickly Pear Creek, Spring Creek 



15. Indicate the predominant type of vegitative cover found 

on the proposed site. Check more than one if 

appropriate. 

x 

x 

Coniferous Trees 

Deciduous Trees 

Brushy 

Grassland 

Barren 

16. If there are other features of the proposed site which 

should be taken into consideration, please describe 

them here. 

Various wildlife species such as raccoon, beaver, and deer inhabit 

the area. Some game animals (mountain lion, moose, bear) have 

been sited moving through the proposed site. 

Site Cost 

17. It is strongly urged that an appraisal accompany this 

proposal. The appraisal must be completed by a 

certified MAl (Member Appraisal Institute) of the 

American Institute of Real Estate Appraisors. The 

sponsor is responsible for any costs incurred. 

Appraised value of this site: $ NA 

Date of Appraisal: ---------------------------------------------
Name of Appraisor and Company: 

18. to sell? $152,000 

, owner of 

this proposal, on 

verify by my 

number 18 is correct. 
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WHITE SANDY BEACH 

White Sandy Beach is located on Hauser Reservoir, an impoundment 

of the Missouri River, just thirteen miles north of Helena. It 

offers on of the only white sand beaches in Montana and is 

already receiving significant use by recreationists as a leased 

State Recreation Area. It provides two boat launch areas and 

plenty of flat play area in addition to the unique beaches. 

~vhite Sandy Beach is adjacent to Black Sandy State Recreation 

Area, and if acquired would be managed as an extension of this 

area. This is consistent with present management policy. 

408/6/6 
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COAL TAX PARK PROPOSAL 

To be completed by Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

personnel by means of a personal interivew with the sponsor. 

Interview Date NA 
--~~---------------------

Department Interview Personnel: 

NA 

Sponsor's Name Randy Poulsen 

Sponsor's Mailing Address 

P. Q. Be j{ 4447 

Helena. Montana 59604 

Sponsor's Phone Number •.• 

Day 443- 51 00 

Evening 458-9429 

Site Description 

1 ~ Site Name: White Sandy Beach 

2. Site Location: 

County Lewis and Clark 

Tmvnship ]] N Range 2W Section 5 and 6 

3. How many acres comprise the proposal? -08.08-..0.8 __________ _ 

4. Does legal access to the property now exist? 

x Yes No 

If yes, describe the access route from the nearest 

federal, state, county or city highway/road. 

Five miles north of Helena on I-IS, then east on Lincoln Road 5 miles, 

and then north on Hauser Dam Road 3 miles. 



/' 

5. 

6. 

Include two maps: 

a) a location map shmving the proposal's 

boundary, and 

b) a vicinity map showing the proposal's 

relationship to a nearby community. 

Include black and white photographs or color slides of 

the proposed site depicting the features 'vhich would 

affect its prppriety· as an ~ddition to the State Park 

System. 

Site Amenities 

7. Check the recreational activities .... that would be popular 

at this site. 

8. 

x 

x 

Picnicking 

Camping 

Trail Walking 

Bicycling 

Canoeing or Rafting 

Other: specify 

Other: . specify 

x 
x 
x 
x 

Motor boating 

~vater Skiing 

Swimming 

Fishing 

Hunting 

During what season (s) would this site receive 

significant use? 

~ Spring; . ~ Summer; ___ x_ Fall; ___ x_ Winter 

• 9. What incorporated cities or towns are located within 25 

driving miles of the proposed site? 

Helena 

(city, town) (city or tmvn) 

10. How many miles is it to the nearest Interstate, State 

or U.S. numbered highway? 

8 mil es I-IS 

(miles) (I, State, or U.S. number) 



11. Wi thin 25 driving miles 

federal, state or local 

sites exist which would 

of the proposed site, what 

government owned recreation 

provide the same kind of 

recreational opportunities as this proposal? 

Black Sandy SRA 

(si te name) 

Helena Valley Reservoir FAS 

(site n'ameh 

Causeway FAS 

(site name) 

(si te name) 

12. Does the proposed site have historic or archaeological 

value? 

Yes x No 

If yes, please explain: ____________________________________ _ 

13. Does the proposed site have scientific value? ie: 

unique geological or ecological features 

x Yes No 

If yes, please explain: Beaches are covered with an abundant 

layer of whi~e sand, unique in Montana 

14. Name any lake, pond, river or stream which is 

contiguous with or contained within the proposed site: 

Ha!lser Reseryoir. an impoundment of the Missouri River. 



/ 

15. Indicate the predominant type of vegitative cover found 

on the proposed site. Check more than one if 

appropriate. 

Coniferous Trees 

Deciduous Trees 

Brushy 

X Grassland 

Barren 

16. If there ~re '~the~ f~atures'of the proposed site which 

should be taken into consideration, please describe 

them here. 

In May 1982. a 5 year lease was obtained by the Department of Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks at no cost. Sincet11:ch time, this site has been 
operated as a State Recreation Area. The 1983 Legislature considered, 
but did not fund this proposal. The lease made the area available for 
pllbl; elise wh; 1 e afford; ng future I.egi sl atures the opportuu; ty to 
purchase the site. 

Site Cost 

17. It is strongly urged that an appraisal accompany this 

proposal. The appraisal must be completed by a 

certified MAl (Member Appraisal Institute) of the 

American Institute of Real Estate Appraisors. The 

sponsor is responsible for any costs incurred. 

Appraised value of this site: $ 420,000 

Date 0 f A pp r a i ~ a 1 : _--=:J~a:.:n.:.::u.:.::a:.:r,"",y_, ..:5:..2,'---.::1;..::9;.;::8~3~ ___________ _ 

Name of Appraisor and Company: James McKav 

verify by my signature that the information 

number 18 is correct. 

$ q 20.,000 

, resident of 

of 

///~ /:l:d 
(today I s' date) 

in item 
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Incomplete Citizen's Proposal 

The Amazon Trail prolect proposes the acquisition of railroad bed 

which is in the process of being abandoned. The sponsor of this 

proposal has been unable to obtain a selling price from the 

owner during the abandonment procedure. Never the less, the 

proiect is viablea~dis being presented with all the information 

available at the time of printing. 

408/6/26 
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THE AMAZON TRAIL 

Thirty four miles of rail bed between Montana City (near Helena) 

and Basin have been abandoned and is now being proposed as a 

recreation trail. Rails and ties have already been removed and 

the road bed smoothed. Unfortunately bridges have been removed 

at stream cross,iI1gs. rhe. route .has a number of desirable and ,. 
unique attributes. It passes through some remote areas over 

Boulder Pass, yet is readily accessible from 1-15 at the Helena 

and Boulder ends. The route also passes over a 600 foot long 
.~ r':" ..-

steel trestle and through a one mile lori'ci tunnel. 

The trail would be popular for fRmily or small group day 

excursions, and would be suitable for overnight camping trips. 

It also has great potential as a unique jogging or bicycle trail. 
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COAL TAX PARK PROPOSAL 

To be completed by Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

personnel by means of a personal interivew with the sponsor. 

Intervie\v Date October 24, 1984 

Department Interview Personnel: 

Don Hyyppa 

Paul Pacjnj 

" 
S pon s 0 r 's N aIfte_....JBUJe;:Jc....Jk~¥l'-'G.J..JI.-· lwIDwe;;!.Jr'--______ _ 

Sponsor's Mailing Address 

P. O. Box 465 

Boulder, Montana 59632 

Sponsor's Phone Number .•• 

Day 225-3810 

Evening 225-4217 

Site Description 

Site Name: Amazon Recreation Trail (abandoned BN R.R.) 

2. Site Location: 

3. 

4. 

County Jefferson 

Township @.m.oo.W Range 3W.4W,5W Section 

How many acres comprise the proposal? 412.12 acres ,34 mile 
length of abandoned RR right-of-way extending trom Montana Clty, 
traveling by old mountain mining communities including Wickes and 
Corbin, within one mile of Boulder and terminatipg at the Basin depot. 
Does legal access to the property ~ ex~st? 

x Yes No 

If yes, describe the access route from the nearest 

federal, state, county or city highway/road. 

Access js avajlable to the BB right-of-Hay at vil:d.Ol.l1ii poh.ts a-&--. 

it passes through Montana City, Jefferson City, Clancy, Boulder. 

and Basin. 



5. Include two maps: 

a) a location map showing the proposal's 

boundary, and 

b) a vicinity map showing the proposal's 

relationship to a nearby community. 

6. Include black and white photographs or color slides of 

the proposed site depicting the features '''hich would 

affect its propriety as an addition to the State Park 

System. 

Site Amenities 

7. Check the recreational activities that would be popular 

at this site. 

8. 

x 
x 
x 
x 

Picnicking 

Camping 

Trail Walking 

Bicycling x 
Canoeing or Rafting x 

Motor boating 

tvater Skiing 

Swimming 

Fishing 

Hunting 

x Other: speci fy Cross-country skiing 

Other:· specify 

During what season(s) would this site 

significant use? 

receive 

_x_ Spring; _x_ Summer; __ x_ Fall; _x_ winter 

9. What incorporated cities or towns are located within 25 

driving miles of the proposed site? 

Boulder Bel eng 

(city, town) (city or town) 

10. How many miles is it to the nearest Interstate, State 

or U.S. numbered highway? 

Jess than a mjle at selected points ________ ~T~J~5 ____________ ---

(miles) (I, State, or U.S. number) 



11. within 25 driving miles of the proposed site, what 

federal, state or local government owned recreation 

sites exist which would provide the same kind of 

recreational opportunities as this proposal? 

None 

(site name) (si te name) 

(site name) (si te name) 

12. Does the proposed site have historic or archaeological 

value? 

x Yes No 

I f yes, please explain: A turn of the century rail route, complete 
with a 1 mile tunnel, and a 600 foot long, 100 foot high trestle passing 
through historic mining country. Historic structures such as a brick kiln, 
and smelter stack are located within a mile of the rail bed and partially 
visible from the proposed trail at Wicks and Corbin. Evidence of historic 
mining activities are evident throughout the length of the rail bed. 

13. Does the proposed site have scientific value? ie: 

unique geological or ecological features 

x Yes No 

I f yes, please explain: Natural features along most of the length 

of the proposed trail JJOIdd Jend itself we]) to eJementary tbroJlgh 

college level scientific field trips 

14. Name any lake, pond, river or stream which is 

contiguous with or contained within the proposed site: 

Prickley Pear Creek, Boulder River, Corbin Creek i Spring Creek, 

Amazon Creek 



/ 

15. Indicate the predominant type of vegitative cover found 

on the proposed site. Check more than one if 

appropriate. 

x Coniferous Trees 

Deciduous Trees 

x Brushy 

x Grassland 

Barren 

16. 
. . ~ , 

If there are other features of the proposed site which 

should be taken into consideration, please desc~ibe 

them here. 

None 

Site Cost 

17. It is strongly urged that an appraisal accompany this 

proposal. The appraisal must be completed by a 

certified MAl (Member Appraisal Institute) of the 

American Institute of Real Estate Appraisors. The 

sponsor is responsible for any costs incurred. 

Appraised value of this site: $ ---------------------------
Date of Appraisal: -------------------------------------------
Name of Appraisor and Company: 

18. For '''hat price is the owner willing to sell? $ ____ ~_ 

I, , resident of 
------~(-o-w-n-e-r~·s---n-a-m-e~)~---------------------------

, O\"ner of 
--------~~~----~~~--------------------------------(city, state) 
the property described by this proposal, on 

(today's date) 
verify by my signature that the information in item 

number 18 is correct. 

\:1 
1\ 1\. ' 







DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS PROPOSALS 

The 1981 Legislature's Long Range Building Committee passed a 

resolution authorizing the Department to submit proposals along 

wi th those received from the public, for Coal Tax Trust Fund 

acquisitions. The instructions from the resolution state ... 

As a "governing unit" the Department of Fish, Wildlife and 

Parks shall submit a proposal or proposals for the 

acquisition of a site or area described in 23-1-102 from the 

income of the trust fund created b 15-35-103 (2) (h) (ii). 

The proposal(s) shall be included in the lint of areas that 

are proposed for purchase as additions to Montana State 

Parks system which the Fish and Game Commission presents to 

the Legislature by the 15th day of the legislative session. 

During the 1983 Legislature, two specific sites and authority to 

acquire miscellaneous inholdings within the Park System were 

approved at the Department's request. 

The Coal Tax Park Acquisition Program was created a decade ago. 

In that time nineteen acquisitions have been made, adding more 

than 6500 acres to the State Park System. Unfortunately, the 

potential of many of these sites remain unrealized because of 

budgetary emphasis on acquisition rather than development. At 

the same time our ability to properly care for other elements of 

the State Parks System is diminishing relative to needs. This is 

especially true at sites which must rely on the General Fund. 

-7-



Therefore, after examining the alternatives the Department will 

recommend a temporary change of emphasis for the Coal Tax Parks 

program ... 

First it is recommended that no new sites be acquired this 

biennium and the Department, therefore, is submi tting no 

proposals. This decision·· was made with mixed feelings. There 

are numerous opportunities to acquire outstanding additions to 

the park system and some may be lost if not purchased now. On 

the other hand we feel it is more important to properly manage 

the present system. 

This vis ionary acquisition program should not be abandoned but 

rather tabled for this session. Later a balanced program of 

acquisitions, development and maintenance can be achieved. 

Second we recommend allowing the parks coal tax to be used to 

operate any element of the parks system, not just the sites 

acquired with coal tax as the present law provides. 

408/6/8 

-8-
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