MINUTES OF THE MEETING
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

March 13, 1985
The meeting of the Appropriations Committee was called to order
by Chairman Bardanouve on March 13, 1985 at 8 a.m. in Room 104

of the State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: All members were present except Representatives Nathe
and Spaeth, who were absent.

(Tape 29:A:000)

Chairman Bardanouve said the purpose of the meeting is to hear

the Education Subcommittee budgets; however, something unique in
the history of Montana has happened, something which should set an
example for the citizens of the state. He then introduced Jeff

Rupp.

Jeff Rupp (030), Director, Human Resource Development Council (HRDC),
Bozeman, said he wants to present a final report on the $25,000

the 1983 Legislature appropriated for the creation of a statewide
network of food banks (EXHIBIT 1). He said the food banks are

a good example of the way government should operate.

Mary Martin (053), who implemented the Montana Food Bank Network,
said in 1983 the network was able to salvage and redistribute
537,000 pounds of food to over 66,000 people. In 1984 835,000
pounds of food was distributed. The network has 570 volunteers
across the state to distribute the food. She told how with the
blending of public and private sectors, Missoula, Malta and

Great Falls have enhanced the distribution of food across the
state. The Montana Food Bank Network has mobilized resources of
several large donors, such as Buttrey's stores, the National Food
Bank Network, Second Harvest, Nabisco, Kellogg, and all major
manufacturers. The Christian Broadcast Network (CBN) donated 40
tons of brown rice and 50 tons of soy protein cubelets. The
Montana Food Bank Network has developed a manuel, the only complete
resource guide of its kind in continental United States and has
been requested by New York, Florida and Illinois for a sample.
Also, other anti-hunger organizations, such as Florida and Texas
organizations.

Gloria Hermanson (094), member, Board of Directors, Montana Food
Bank, said the three basic needs of the network at this time are
(1) a full-time staff (2) adequate transportation and (3) refrig-
erated warehousing. The network is researching grants and sources
of private funds for these needs.

EDUCATION BUDGETS (HOUSE BILL 500)

Representative Donaldson (129) introduced the members of his
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subcommittee and Office of Budget & Program Planning (OBPP) and
Legislative Fiscal Analyst (LFA) staff persons.

Representative Donaldson (145) said vacancy savings was not used
in agencies with more than 20 FTE; but, a four percent vacancy
savings was used for agencies with more than 20 FTE unless there
was a rationale for not doing so. No vacancy savings was taken
in the University System instructional staffs; but, if split
assignments were occuring and/or persons working part-time in
instruction and part-time in research, a four percent vacancy
savings was taken. He said an inflation factor of 4-3-3 was
generally used.

Board of Public Education

Representative Donaldson (164) read from the narrative of House
Bill 500 (EXHIBIT 2).

Fire Services Training School

Representative Donaldson read from the narrative of House Bill
500. (Exhibit 2). He said a .5 secretary is a modified recommended
by the subcommittee to allow the school to free up instructors to
do more field training. Representative Waldron asked if the
school has a secretary now. Representative Donaldson said the
school has an administrative assistant who does more of the secre-
tarial work, but much of the work is also being done by instructors.
Representative Waldron asked if giving the school word processing
capability might be more efficient than adding additional staff.
Representative Donaldson said word processing capabilities was not
mentioned by the school.

School for the Deaf and Blind

Representative Donaldson read from the narrative of House Bill
500 (Exhibit 2). Representative Waldron asked why the school
spend about $50,000 more in fiscal year 1984 for salaries and
benefits than was authorized. Bill Sykes, Assistant Analyst,

LFA staff, said some aggregate employees were paid out of this
program. Chairman Bardanouve said he would like to have a report
on this issue when the committee does into executive action.
Representative Donaldson said a four percent vacancy savings was
applied in the student services area, but was not applied in the
area of instruction.

Chairman Bardanouve (394) asked why there is an increase of 34
percent in General Fund for the Audiology Program. Bill Sykes
said the column showing $500,138 for expenditures (Exhibit 2,
page 10) is understated by $173,000. This occured because the
providers, in submitting their expenditure reports, submitted
them too late to get them put on the statewide accounting system.
The real percentage increase will be zero, Bill Sykes said.

Office of Public Instruction

Representative Donaldson read from the narrative of House Bill
500 (Exhibit 2).
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(Vocational Education Program)

Representative Donaldson said the most significant change is in
this program where federal funds were lost affecting the loss of
about 4.5 FTE. The subcommittee will discuss with the full com-
mittee the potential of restoring the 4.5 FTE, he said.

(Basic Skills)

Representative Bardanouve (540) asked where the almost 25 percent
increase in Special Revenue comes from. Representative Donaldson
said it comes from audio-visual rental and highway fines for
traffic education. Bill Sykes said it is primarily from the
audio visual library to pay for indirect costs and to fund the
associated inflation. It is a reimbursement by local school
districts for rental of films, etc.

Representative Donaldson (563) said the modified for teacher
testing prior to certification and all school children in grades
3, 6, 8, and 10 for student achievement should be discussed by
the full committee.

(Vocational Education Program continued)

Representative Donaldson said there has been some significant staff
reductions due primarily to the fact that it was federally funded
and those monies are now lost. He said the modified calls for
replacing the two lost FTE, but the subcommittee plans to request
replacing the four lost FTE.

(Tape 29:B:000)

Representative Donaldson said replacing the four lost FTE would
be all General Fund of approximately $256,000.

(Distribution to Public Schools)

Representative Donaldson (059) said the subcommittee used inflation
factors of 4-3-3 for this program. There were some cuts made in
this program. Special Education, several years ago, was funded

100 percent by state funds. The various school districts indicated
approximately 65 to 80 percent are now being funded by the state.

Representative Donaldson (155) said the subcommittee eliminated
funding for the Gifted and Talented. Representative Thoft said
he is getting a lot of mail regarding the deletion of these funds
and asked if there is any way the program might be restored. He
suggested taking $100,000 per year out of the Special Education
program and putting it into the Gifted and Talented program.
Representative Donaldson said any money taken from the Special
Education program will have to be replaced by local school dis-
tricts. He said the program for Gifted and Talented will continue
in most school districts; only this grant portion will not be
available for the next biennium. Chairman Bardanouve pointed out
that local school boards have discretion to use their money as
they choose.
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(Seccndary Vo-EAd)

Representative Donaldson (290) said the subcommittee removed the
entire funding of this program for both years of the biennium and
later put it back in. He said the program is primarily used for
equipment purchasing. It is not the entire funding for Secondary
Vo-Ed because local school districts contribute a great amount
more money. The federal government requires a "maintenance of
effort", so if the state funding is removed, over $5 million in
federal funding may be lost.

Postsecondary Vocational Technical Centers

Representative Donaldson (611) said there are significant problems
in this program. Page 24 of Exhibit 2 gives an overview of sub-
committee recommendations. The total expense is .9 percent less
than the 1984 budget. Speaking of the way the Vo-Techs are funded,
Representative Donaldson said the instructional portion is a flat
rate X enrollment. Any equipment item un der $1,000 is given at

a flat rate per student. Tuition is one way money is raised for
the Vo-Techs, estimated to increase 4.5 to 5 percent over the next
two years. A 1.5 county-wide mill is levied on the five Vo-Tech
host counties. There is also federal money and coal monies and
then General Fund monies. He said the voted levy has now reached
a point where the five host counties are going to say "enough is
enough" because this may exceed $2 million next year.

Representative Donaldson (690) said in the Carl Perkins Act, there
is a significant reduction in the amount of money which can be
used for the centers. About $800,000 per year is anticipated, but
there is about $370,000 each year for which federal funds will not
be available. One reason is that there are no matching funds.

(Tape 30:A:000)

Representative Donaldson said it is difficult to come up with new
and innovative programs to the degree of in the match. If the
federal money is not replaced with General Fund, a domino effect
may even close some of the centers. He said there is a modified
recommended by the subcommittee to replace federal funds in the
amount of $376,990 in fiscal year 1986 and $371,853 in fiscal year
1987.

Mignon Waterman (032), Chairman, Helena School Board, said three

of the five districts have put caps on their Vo-Tech levies, so
next year's levies will be below current level funding. She said
the trustees for the Vo-Tech centers request the entire Legislature
to reconsider the statewide two mill levy.

Chairman Bardanouve said he thinks it unfair to make a local
community educate people from outside the community and he would
support a statewide levy because it is one of the fair ways to
equalize the cost of vocational education. Representative Donald-
son said approximately 30 to 60 percent of students attending the
Vo-Techs are coming from out of towns. He said the geographic
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locations of the Vo-Techs may be questionable, but he doesn't
think there is excessive capacity because there are students who
want to attend but cannot get in.

Representative Quilici (133) said Butte was one of the first
centers in the state and was funded totally by local funding;
however, he now agrees with Representative Bardanouve that one
of the ways to fund the Vo-Techs may be the statewide two mill

levy.

Representative Bardanouve (143) said another method of equalizing
the cost is to assess the counties for enrollments they send to
the centers. This would put the cost on those counties that use
the facilities, he said. Representative Nathe agreed with this
approach, but opposes the statewide two mill levy because it
would be unfair.

Representative Donaldson said it would be difficult to determine
residency by county lines. Representative Bardanouve agreed there
would be some problems.

HIGHER EDUCATION BUDGETS (HOUSE BILL 500)

Board of Regents

Representative Donaldson (305) read the narrative from Page 1
(EXHIBIT 3).

Commissioner of Higher Education

Representative Donaldson read the narrative from Page 2 of Exhibit
3.

(Administration)

The subcommittee supports the increase in rent because there has
not been an increase since 1981 when the building was weatherized
and because to relocate would require a major expense of rewiring
for computers.

(Student Assistance)

Representative Donaldson read the narrative from Page 4 of Exhibit
3. Representative Bardanouve said the agreement last legislative
session was that there would be no commitment by the state for
student assistance until the state had an opportunity to review
the proposed commitment.

Representative Winslow (450) said the idea of a "pay back" will.
have to be addressed soon, even if the interest for the assistance
is zero, in order to maintain a cash flow. He said the alternative
is to eventually have no program of student assistance.

Representative Donaldson said if the legislature addresses this
in the area of WICHE, WAMI, the doctorate programs within the
state should also be addressed because these students are also

highly subsidized.
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Community Colleges

Representative Donaldson reviewed the narrative from Page 8 of
Exhibit 3.

(Miles Community College)

Representative Donaldson (644) said this college has had a

reduction in FTE by the subcommittee because they were including
students from three tribal community colleges which are, for the
most part, supported by federal funds. The college has helped the
tribal colleges in getting "off the ground", but it is unfortunate
the FTE enrollments at the tribal colleges were added to the college
enrollment for it resulted in the state funding 53 percent of

those enrollments from the General Fund for 116 FTE students who
were also being supported by federal funds. The subcommittee

added 7 FTE beyond anticipated enrollment at the college.

(Tape 30:B:000)

Bureau of Mines and Geology

Representative Donaldson read the narrative from Page 10, Exhibit 3.

He said the Bureau of Mines has been monitoring earthquake activity
but now federal funds are falling off, so there is a need for
about $51,000 each year to carry on the monitoring.

Dr. Henry McClernan, Bureau of Mines and Geology, said there are
two parts to the modified: (1) to continue the monitoring program
and (2) to initiate mapping of active faults.

In response to a question from Representative Spaeth, Dr. McClernan
said the Bureau is spending approximately $21,000 on monitoring

and Montana Tech is contributing about $29,000, so this would

leave about $80,000 for mapping.

Agricultural Experiment Station

Representative Donaldson (187) said the FTE reduction of 1.3 has
been caused by the closing of the dairy at Bozeman; and the swine
research facility at Miles City has been closed and part of that
operation has been consolidated with the swine research facility
in Bozeman. These actions have caused some drop in the state
Special Revenue, but he said he thinks these moves are probably
in the best interest of the state.

In response to a question from Representative Bardanouve, Bill
Sykes said the Miles City station is a joint operation between

the USDA and the state, so there is federal money flowing into

the station from the Agricultural Research Service and the state's
portion is funded from the sale of livestock.

Dr. Welsh, Agricultural Experiment Station, Bozeman, said there
are no federal funds flowing from the Miles City operation
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into the main station. Representative Bardanouve asked if there
were federal dollars in the swine research at Miles City. Dr.
Welsh said it depended on the Earmarked Revenue. If the sales
were approximately equivalent to the cost of running the project,
it was a break-even proposition. If the sales were less than the
total cost of the swine project, federal dollars subsidized, but
it was difficult to tell because of the facilities question; but,
there were a few federal dollars flowing in periodically. Repre-
sentative Bardanouve asked if it would have been better to close
the one at Bozeman instead of the one at Miles City to save General
Fund. Dr. Welsh said if the facilities at Miles City are taken
into consideration, a major investment would have to be made,
while the basic facilities at Bozeman are in place.

Representative Waldron (275) asked if the subcommittee got into the
program aspects of the Experiment Station. Representative Donald-
son said yes. Representative Waldron said he has a report, dated
June 2, 1984, from the LFA's office which is damning to the Experi-
ment Station. It points out that the Legislature is unaware of
most of the new projects being funded, of the amounts of funds
available for projects terminating; and the Experiment Station

does not perform formal, routine, cyclical evaluations of projects
prior to termination, and there is no central file of formal
project evaluations which would allow external review.

Representative Donaldson said there have been some significant
changes in the way the Experiment Station does business. Rela-
tive to whether or not the Legislature should approve new research
projects, he said he personally doesn't think he is qualified

to make such determinations. Over the past several years, the
Experiment Station Advisory committees have become active and
involved with the stations. He said there are some concerns that
as projects are completed, those funds should also be terminated.
If this is done, research is shut down, because it cannot be con-
tinued indefinitely on the same projects, he said.

Representative Waldron (322) said the LFA analysis was only done
last June; and he said he doesn't think the LFA was suggesting
the Legislature has to approve projects, but it would be nice if
the Legislature knows what those projects will be, and it would
be nice if the Legislature knew what projects are terminating.

Representative Donaldson said this information is available.
There was a handout in subcommittee on what projects exist and
what they anticipate may exist tomorrow, he said.

In response to a question from Representative Waldron, Dr. Welsh
said he studied the LFA report thoroughly. He said there were
several critical points in the report in that they were certainly
valid. He said, for instance, the establishment of a central file
is being instituted; and a mechanism for evaluating projects has
also been started. There is interaction with the Advisory Com-
mittees at the research centers and with the State Advisory Council,
which looks at the overall program of the Experiment Station. He
said that in the last 18 to 24 months there has been significant
activity in terms of involving additional people in project identi-
fication and evaluation.
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Representative Donaldson (535) said the equipment area is one
which may cause some concern. The current level equipment budget
reflects smaller items; anything of major consequence was sub-
mitted as a modified. He said a three-year-average for

equipment expenditures was used and then inflated. Representative
Donaldson said there is a proposal that two of the research centers
of the Experiment Station be closed. He said this should be given
serious consideration as the state might be better served with
fewer research stations which are properly funded. Representative
Waldron said at some point priorities must be determined. Repre-
sentative Bardanouve said this proposal is just about as feasible
as a proposal to close down Montana Tech or the Vo-Techs.

(Tape 31:A:035)

Cooperative Extension Service

Representative Donaldson said there are areas of concern in this
budget. One is the failure to fund the pesticide specialist. If
there is no pesticide specialist, there is the possibility that
pesticide licenses for farmers and ranchers will be hard to get.
The necessary schooling to get the license to buy chemicals will
not be available. Also a computer specialist was eliminated from
the budget. Also eliminated was a business development specialist.

Carl Hoffman (092), Director, Cooperative Extension Service,

pointed out that a federal pesticides law was passed in 1971 and

a similar law was passed by the state. The law requires all private
pesticide applicators to be certified and recertified regularly.
Initially, federal funds were available, but those funds are gone.
Representative Donaldson said this is something that was understood
between the federal government and the state at the inception of

the program - it is not a surprise.

Representative Bradley asked what the impact will be of elimi-
nating the computer specialist. Representative Donaldson said

he thinks the Extension Service is impacted by this decision. He
asked Harry Mitchell, who has been an extensive user of this
service, to address this issue. Mr. Mitchell (178) said a lot
of agricultural people are hurting, and they are looking for
alternate systems and methods. The computer is an excellent tool
for them. Mr. Mitchell said he would ask Chuck Merja to speak

to the committee on this. Chuck Merja (187) said the computer
specialist helped farmers and ranchers increase the usefulness of
the new technology.

The meeting recessed at 11:30 a.m.

The meeting reconvened at 7:30 p.m.

Forestry and Conservation Experiment Station

Representative Donaldson (460) reviewed the narrative of House
Bill 500, Page 17 of Exhibit 3.
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Representative Donaldson (595) said Page 18 of Exhibit 3 details
the budget at current level; however, the proposal the subcom-
mittee intends to present is not reflected in these figures. He
explained the funding formula which relies heavily on student
enrollment (Page 19, Exhibit 3). He said the perception is that
100 percent funding of the University System means achievement

of some sort of perfection, while in reality, 100 percent funding
means the funding of the system would be average relative to the
peer institutions. For instance, Western would have a different
peer group than the University of Montana.

Representative Donaldson discussed student/faculty ratios (Page
20, Exhibit 3). He discussed the support area of the budget
(Page 21, Table 4, Exhibit 3). Chairman Bardanouve asked why the
base adjustments were not considered a modified. Representative
Donaldson said the Board of Regents has a great amount of flexi-
bility in the movement of money within the system. In a number
of cases, when the units were experiencing rapid enrollment in-
creases, they were often under-funded in the instruction and
support areas. There was a tendency by the units to fund in-
struction and support with monies from plant operation. The real
problem is that it's difficult to project enrollments, he said.

Representative Donaldson read from the narrative of House Bill
500 (Page 22, Exhibit 3) .regarding Research and Public Service
and Scholarships and Fellowships. He discussed revenue sources
(Page 22, Exhibit 3). He said it has usually been agreed that
if funding is to be at 100 percent of the formula, then tuition
should also be at 100 percent. Tuitions have lagged, but have
now been raised, while the percentage of General Fund going into
the system is dropping. The net result of this is that students'
tuitions are actually funding other non-University programs, he
said. He pointed out that Page 23 of Exhibit 3 shows actual and
projected tuition and fee rates per academic year. Chairman
Bardanouve said when General Fund support was increased substan-
tially, the students were paying a smaller percentage.

(Tape 31:B:381)

Land Grant Income was discussed by Representative Donaldson

(Page 24, Exhibit 3). The subcommittee decided the best approach
to this money is to not appropriate it, but an outline of how

the money will be spent has been requested from the Commissioner's
office, he said. The Commissioner's office wants to use the
money to upgrade computer equipment. Representative Waldron said
the net effect of not appropriating land grant income is that
more General Fund will be pumped into the University System.
Representative Moore said the University System requested several
million dollars of computer equipment, but no money was allocated
for this equipment. The $670,000 of land grant income was not
appropriated, he said. The units of the University System

were told they can use the money as they choose as long as they
report back on how it is used, Representative Moore said. Rep-
resentative Waldron said it's still money that is outside the
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formula which is going to be spent. Chairman Bardanouve (560)
said, "We are being overly generous." with land grant money.

Indirect costs and reimbursements were discussed by Representa-
tive Donaldson (Page 24, Exhibit 3).

Representative Donaldson (577) presented the Education subcom-
mittees recommended funding for the Montana University System
(EXHIBIT 4). He explained that the subcommittee recommends
going from 97 percent in the instruction area to 100 percent in
1987 and going from 95 percent in the support area to 96 percent
in 1987. The problem in doing this is that with the rapid in-
crease in tuitions, it's difficult to fold in tuitions and still
maintain the level of funding - so that tuitions are utilized
fully and are not funding other areas of state government, he
said.

(Tape 20:A:000)

Representative Donaldson asked Jeff Morrison, Chairman, Board

of Regents, to comment on this proposal. Mr. Morrison said there
has been a concerted effort on the part of the Board to bring
tuitions up. In 1987 a student will pay 2 1/2 times more per
credit hour than was paid in 1980, he said. He asked that at

the very least, General Fund support be restored to the level

of the current year. Chairman Bardanouve (099) said the bien-
nium hasn't begun yet, and the Regents can cut the tuition back.
Mr. Morrison said the Regents' No. 1 priority is 100 percent
funding of the formula - from all sources.

Neil Bucklew (107}, President, University of Montana, said he

is the "designated hitter" for the university presidents.

Higher education is an investment in human potential; it's an
investment in the future of the state, he said. The Board of
Regents made the difficult decision to go to 100 percent, and it
would be a shame if the utition money from the students becomes
replacement money for reduced General Fund dollars, he said.

Michelle Wing (180), representing the Associated Students of
Montana State University, addressed the committee (EXHIBIT 5).

Representative Bradley (331) asked what percentage of total
funding would be paid by students' tuitions if the subcommittees'’
proposal is adopted. Ms. Joehler said tuition percentage of
total funding in 1986 would be 22.2 percent and in 1987 it

would be 23.3 percent. She said the 1984 percentage was 19.3
percent. Jack Noble, Deputy Commissioner for Management and
Fiscal Affairs, Commissioner of Higher Education, said four
years ago students were paying 18 percent of the total operating
budget.

Representative Donaldson (410) discussed the additional modifieds

recommended by the subcommittee (Pages 24 and 25, Exhibit 3).
He pointed out that the total modifieds, if adopted, will result

-84~



Appropriations Committee
March 13, 1985

in a $40,000 reduction in General Fund in 1986 and a reduction
of $115,000 in 1987. This is brought about primarily by the

significant reduction of General Fund for the University System,
he said.

Adjourn: The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.
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Rupp
H.B. 407; MONTANA FOOD BANK NETWORK FINAL REPORT PE

With the use of funds from H.B. 407 the Montana Food Bank Network has become
a reality. During the first two months of operation a survey was conducted across
the State to determine exactly how many emergency food programs existed. Sixteen
sites were found to be providing services to their communities; many having no
knowledge of each other. Over the course of this past year the Network has grown
from those sixteen to fourty food banks and pantries organized for distribution
of surplus food to Montanans in need.

An Advisory Board was formed in the first months to provide direction in
development of the Network. Through the efforts of those tallented people By-

Laws were written, Articles of Incorporation drawn up and a Board of Directors
was formed. The Montana Food Bank Network was incorporated on February 8, 1984
and received its non-profit status from the IRS on September 18, 1984,

The Montana Food Bank Network provides training in the areas of food solici-
tation, fund raising, public awareness and volunteer coordination. In additionm,
technical assistance is given in general food bank operations such as: record
keeping, food storage and client eligibility determination. A "How To" manual en-
compassing these areas has been published. Workshops are also conducted to enhance
community awareness of the twin problems of hunger and waste.

The Montana Network elected to use a district system based on that used by
H.R.D.C.'s to facilitate data collection, transportation of area surpluses, and
representation on the Board of Directors. One Food Bank in each district is de-
signated as the representative for that district. This Food Bank is responsible
for collection of records from the other Food Banks in their district, for for-
warding those to the coordinator, and also as the contact for arranging transportation.
Food surpluses are moved district by district using donated trucking. As local
Food Banks are familiar with those who may be willing to help transport food items
in their area, each district is responsible for setting up their own transportation.

During 1983 537,760 pounds of focd was distributed to 66,691 individuals. 1In
1984 67,576 irdividuals were served with 835,160 pounds of food. These are Montanans
faced with hunger, many at the greatest nutritional risk; pregnant women, young
children, our elderly.

The Network, acting as liaison, has been able to mobilize statewide food dona-
tions from Buttrey's stores, Second Harvest and the Christian Broadcast Network (CBN).
Food Banks now receive bakery items, dry foods and canned goods on a weekly basis
from their local Buttrey's store. Second Harvest, the National Food Bank Network,
continues to donate items located in Montana warehouses. Recently CBN donated 40

tons of brown rice and 50 tons of soy protein cubelets. CBN expects to donate a



-2 -

Recognition of our accomplishments to date can be seen in the requests for
information about the development of a network from other C.A.P. Agencies in
New York, Florida and Illinois. Also from such hunger related groups as HEART
(Hunger Elimination Action and Resource Training), at Warner Southern College in
Florida and from the Anti-Hunger Coalition of Texas. The viability of this
project has also been recognized by the Federal Govermment in the form of a grant
for seven VISTA Volunteers to work within the Network. Placements have been made
in Kalispell, Missoula, Helena, Lewistown, Great Falls and Bozeman.

If you would like more specific information regarding the Montana Food Bank
Network contact: Mary Martin, 321 E. Main Suite 300, Bozeman, MT 59715 or call
(406) 587-4486.
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HOUSE BILL 500

EXHIBIT 2
3/13/85
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OQLLMEINT MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY
- : FFTE E Tment . . /
i Unrestricted FYFTE Enrolimen 10,782 Bxhibit -5
ol Actual and Apprceriated Levels
10,750 Prepared by] . ) /}_\.
Oftice of Instituticnal -esearc! “ ..
‘ 10,645 10,630 . .
January 15,1985 ] 10,738 10.693
- L]
Yo )
. 10,416
. ~ 10,372
_J . <
. / 10,364
2.289 ,/ {Fetimrted)
- .
0,000
- ,962
9,7
hs. 50
Approoriated
bnrestricted
IF 34
;| 500
]
9,230
-~
9.000 '/
F ! -
" / : . . . . Actual Aspropriated FYFTE
8,350 . > for F784 & Fv85
3,750 / ------ fopropriateg Level Jeflated
/ B to Reflect the 372 Funding
] of the Instructional Farmula
/ for FY34 & FYES

1,200 /
— —

] 8,467 8,467

‘h 75-76 76-77 77-78 78-79 79-80 80-81 £1-82 82-33 83-134 84-35
FISCAL YEAR

(]

Curing the past decade, MSU has repeatedly been funded fcr fewer
students than have actually enrolled. As students increasingly
sought the technical and professional programs offered by our
campus, we consistently stretched our resources to accomodate
that demand. Current enrollment (estimated at 16,364 1in the
Executive Budget) has shown the first decline in recent history

and 1is now apparently below the appropriated level of 19,693 FY
FTE.

For FY 1983-84 the 1983 Legislature used a projected enrollment
of 16,738 which appears (dotted line) to close the gap between
actual and funded enrollment. However, the appropriation was
then made at 97% of the formula amount, effectively funding only
19,416 (dashed line). In FY 1984-85 the gap finally closed and
MSU ended a decade of consistent underfunding of its enrollment.
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I am John Gocod.

I operate a dry land wheat farm 20 miles north of Great Falls in the
lower triangle area.
I would like to testify against the closing of the Conrad Experiment

Station.

This is the only experiment station whose data relates directly
to the Triangle area which is a major grain producing area of the
State.

Montana farmers are presently entering into minimum tillage and
no-till type cropping systems. There is great need for research
related to varieties and their suitability to these systems.

This is a new field compared to the traditional crop-fallow system.

I think it would be very short sighted to stop the research at
Conrad at this time. It would result in a large loss of revenue
in the future that neither the State or the producers can afford

to lose.
I repeat--I1 am against closing the Conrad Experiment Station.

Thank You
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