
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
BUSINESS AND LABOR COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

February 20, 1985 

The meeting of the Business and Labor Committee was 
called to order by Chairman Bob Pavlovich on February 
20, 1985 at 7:30 a.m. in Room 312-2 of the State 
Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 728: Representative Kadas moved 
DO PASS on House Bill 728. Representative McCormick 
offered a substitute motion that House Bill 728 
DO NOT PASS. The motion PASSED with all but Represent
atives Bachini, Hansen, Kadas, and Nisbet voting yes. 
House Bill 728 DO NOT PASS. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 561: Representative McCormick 
moved DO PASS on House Bill 561. Representative Simon 
moved to strike sections 7, 9, and 10 from the bill. 
He stated that we should not license out-of-state 
transfers who have less hours than the Montana require
ment. Representative Brandewie stated that some people 
may have less hours than required, but 20 years experience 
and be prevented from practicing in Montana. Represent
ative Brown offered her support of the amendment. Question 
being called, the amendment PASSED with Representatives 
Brandewie, Hansen, Jones, and Pavlovich voting no. Rep
resentative Brown moved that on page 3, lines 23 - 25, 
the years experience be reinserted. Bev Ball of Great 
Falls,was present and explained that if a person wants 
to teach, they should not have to have the years experi
ence and there are no facts showing that those with experi
ence are better teachers. Representative Wallin raised 
a question regarding the inspection provision. Shirley 
Miller, with the Department of Commerce, explained that 
an inspector can inspect realtors, plumbers, beauty salons, 
etc. at once while traveling throughout the state. Rep
resentative Brown's amendment FAILED by a vote of 6 to 8. 
House Bill 561 DO PASS AS AMENDED unanimously. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 562: Representative Jones moved 
DO NOT PASS on House Bill 562, and stated that a high 
school diploma should not be needed, this is discriminatory. 
Representative McCormick offered a substitute motion that 
HOUSE BILL 562 DO PASS. Representative Wallin stated 
that this is a profession those that don't finish high 
school can get into. RepresentativsSchultz and Glaser 
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did agree. Representative Glaser made a motion to 
all motions pending that House Bill 562 be TABLED. 
A roll call vote resulted in 13 members voting yes 
and 7 members voting no. House Bill 562 is TABLED. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 563: Representative Jones 
moved DO PASS on House Bill 563 and then moved the 
Statement of Intent. Representative Kadas asked if 
you can only teach manicuring if you also teach 
cosmetology. Darlene Battiaola of Butte, explained 
that a cosmetologist license is required to teach or 
practice manicuring. Representative Brown asked if 
this bill was thrown together with little thought. 
Ms. Battiaola stated that the bill was well thought 
out. Question being called, the Statement of Intent 
PASSED by a unanimous vote. House Bill 563 DO PASS 
with Statement of Intent unanimously. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 420: Representative Kadas 
moved DO PASS on House Bill 420 and then moved to 
amend, striking subsection 3 on page 2, line 22 
through page 3, line 8. The amendment PASSED 
unanimously. Representative Glaser moved to amend 
on page 3, lines 9 and 10, changing civil aeronautics 
authority to federal aviation administration. The 
amendment PASSED unanimously. House Bill ~l1~D 
PASSED AS AMENDED by a unanimous vote. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 707: Representative Thomas moved 
DO PASS on House Bill 707 and moved the amendments 
attached hereto as Exhibit 1. The amendments DO PASS 
by a unanimous vote. Representative Glaser stated this 
bill has great merit. Representative Thomas suggested 
a grey copy of the bill may be appropriate. Question 
being called, House Bill 707 PASSED AS AMENDED unanimously. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 273: Representative Brandewie moved 
that House Bill 273 be taken from the TABLE. A voice vote 
defeated the motion. 

HOUSE BILL 819: Hearing commenced on House Bill 819. 
Representative Kurt Krueger, District #69, sponsor of 
the bill, stated this extends the agricultural lien law 
to apply to agricultural chemicals or petroleum products. 

Proponent John Scully, representing the Petroleum Market 
Association, explained that the petroleum distributors 
want to be in first position. A financial institution 
to be first, must show they gave information to the supplier 
and then denied credit, added Mr. Scully. 
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Opponent Leanne Schraudner, representing the Montana 
Agriculture Business Association, distributed to 
committee members Exhibit 2 which is attached hereto. 
The amendments proposed would strike 'agricultural 
chemicar' from the bill. 

Opponent Larry Johnson, a farmer from Kremlin, owns 
a 1/8 interest in a fertilizer company. Mr. Johnson 
supports the amendment proposed by Ms. Schraudner. 

Opponent Elroy Letcher, Executive Secretary of the 
Montana Council of Cooperatives supplied written 
testimony which is attached hereto as Exhibit 3. 

In closing, Representative Krueger stated the amend
ments proposed to exclude agricultural chemical from 
the bill would present no problems. 

Representative Ellerd asked Mr. Scully if the infor
mation would be available from the FHA. Mr. Scully 
stated that yes it would. 

There being no further discussion by proponents or 
opponents, all were excused by the chairman and the 
hearing on House Bill 819 was closed. 

HOUSE BILL 657: Hearing commenced on House Bill 657. 
Representative Mike Kadas, District #55, sponsor of 
the bill, stated this limits a public utility to one 
request for a rate change in any calendar year unless 
the Public Service Commission decides that additional 
requests are "justifiable and necessary". The Public 
Service Commission is overworked and rate requests get 
piled up. The PSC is the judge when a change is 
requested by a utility. To intervene, an attorney 
and economist is needed. These public interest groups 
that intervene are being represented poorly, due to 
lack of funds, added Representative Kadas. 

Proponent Chester Kinsey, representing the Montana 
Senior Citizen Association and Montana Low Income 
Coalition, stated the power company has rate increases 
one after another. Experts need to be hired to present 
testimony and the consumer pays for the utilities expert 
staff through their rates. The utilities should be held 
to one request every two years, rather than annually, 
added Mr. Kinsey. 

Proponent Paul Carpino, Director, Montana Low Income 
Coalition, explained that these groups have limited 
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resources. It is difficult to spend all your time and 
energy on one aspect of an operation. The utilities 
have a number of increases to wear down the resources 
of any opposition and do so successfully, added Mr. 
Carpino. 

Opponent Dennis Lopach, representing Mountain Bell, 
explained their "historical test period". The prior 
12 months are studied with any known changes taken 
into consideration. "Future test year" is used in some 
states to look and project future costs. The continu
ation of inflation creates rate increases. If House 
Bill 657 is passed, the Public Service Commission will 
be forced to make many exceptions to accomodate the 
utilities, added Mr. Lopach. 

Opponent Gene Phillips, representing Pacific Power and 
Light, stated the Public Service Commission already 
controls how much an increase may be and it would be 
carrying their authority too far to allow the PSC 
to control when an increase can occur. Pacific Power 
and Light averaged 2.75 rate increases per year since 
1980, added Mr. Phillips. 

Opponent John Alke, representing Montana/Dakota 
utilities, stated this will not save money. MDU files 
every two years on electric rates and is required to 
file three times a year on gas. 

Opponent Mike Zimmerman, representing Montana Power 
Company, stated this will have an adverse impact on 
a utilities ability to track costs and could also 
affect the ability for a decrease in rates. The 
process only works fairly if both the consumer and 
the utility have the ability to reach the Public Service 
Commission. 

In closing, Representative Kadas stated this bill is 
permissive. An intervener currently has no protection. 
House Bill 657 is optional and the consumer, through 
their rates pay for a utilities expert witness. 

There being no further discussion by proponents or 
opponents, all were excused by the chairman and the 
hearing on House Bill 675 was closed. 

HOUSE BILL 666: Hearing commenced on House Bill 666. 
Representative Mike Kadas, District #55, sponsor of 
the bill, stated this bill amends the definition of 
"conservation" and eliminates the definition of 
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"residential building" in the law requiring conser
vation purchases or investments by utilities and 
allows conservation purchases or investments for all 
buildings and processes if the utilities full avoided 
costs are not exceeded. 

Proponent John Alke, representing Montana/Dakota 
utilities, explained that this is optional and expands 
what can be done with rate base conservation. 

Proponents Gene Phillips, representing Pacific Power 
and Light, and Don Reed, representing the Montana 
Environmental Information Center, offered their support 
of the bill. 

Proponent Mike Zimmerman, representing Montana Power 
Company, stated the extension to sources of conservation 
are already covered in the electric conservation plan 
and the discretion and determination should be left to 
the company. 

H. S. Hanson, representing the Design Professions, rose 
neither as a proponent or opponent, but to offer an 
amendment. Mr. Hanson suggested that 'hon-residential" 
should be deleted on page 2, lines 23 - 25. 

Ted Otis, staff economist, Public Service Commission, 
rose neither as a proponent or opponent. If a utility 
pays full avoided cost, a loss in revenue and an increase 
in rates will be the result. The commission has the 
discretion with the utilities to set the basis of utility 
conservation, added Mr. Otis. 

In closing, Representative Kadas stated that he would 
meet with the Public Service Commission and the utilities 
to work out the problems. 

There being no further discussion by proponents or 
opponents, all were excused by the chairman and the hearing 
on House Bill 666 was closed. 

HOUSE BILL 811: Hearing commenced on House Bill 811. 
Representative Jerry Driscoll, District #94, sponsor of 
the bill, stated this requires payment by contractors and 
subcontractors on public utility projects of the prevailing 
wage in the county or the locality where the work is 
performed. Representative Driscoll proposed that on page 2, 
line 24, subsection (2) be stricken from the bill. 

Proponent Gene Fenderson, representing the Montana State 
Building and Construction Trades Council, stated that the 
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federal and state Davis-Bacon Act was enacted over 
50 years ago to protect the public and workers. 
This act has worked well, added Mr. Fenderson. 

Proponent Dave Emerson, representing Plumbers and 
Fitters Local #139, presented testimony as shown 
on the witness statement attached hereto. 

Proponent Bill Morton, representing the Montana 
Painter's Council #59, offered his support of the bill. 

Opponent Bill Olson, Secretary-Manager, Montana 
Contractor's Association, stated prevailing wage 
should be paid on public work only and should not 
be brought into the private sector. If House Bill 
811 is passed, this will eventually lead into the 
residential construction field. The department is 
unable to make a proper determination unless collective 
bargaining is used. Most public utilities require that 
union contractors be employed, added Mr. Olson. 

Opponent Dennis Lopach, representing Mountain Bell, 
explained that the bulk of Mountain Bell's construction 
budget is in rural employment programs. The collective 
bargaining process works well. Mountain Bell has an 
excellent relationship with the unions and they do 
require that their work be done by union contractors and 
subcontractors, added H:!:". Lopach. 

In closing, Representative Driscoll, stated this does not 
affect the prevailing wage law. Jobs are going to out
of-state workers and are being paid sub-standard wages, 
causing money problems in communities. 

There being no further discussion by proponents or 
opponents, all were excused by the chairman and the hearing 
on House Bill 811 was closed. 

HOUSE BILL 825: Hearing commenced on House Bill 825. Rep
resentative Bob Pavlovich, District #70, sponsor of the 
bill, explained this would legalize state raffles. The 
necessity to purchase a license in every county will be 
eliminated. One license would be issued by the secretary 
of state and the individual would then have 90 days in 
which the raffle must be conducted, added Representative 
Pavlovich. 

Proponent Bill Lindsay, representing the American Legion, 
stated they spend $20,000 per year on Legion baseball 
and the cost of Boy's State is $80 per person. It 
takes money and volunteer help to keep doing these things. 
The requirement of one license would save the American 
Legion money, added Mr. Lindsay. 
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Proponent Bill Wilson, representing the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, explained that 132 licenses need 
to be applied for currently, before a statewide 
raffle can be conducted. The county attorney who 
issues said license, can take months before the 
applicant is in receipt of the license. The cost 
for these licenses adds up, and the requirement of 
one license would be beneficial to all. 

There being no further discussion by proponents or 
opponents, all were excused by the vice-chairman 
and the hearing on House Bill 825 was closed. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 825: Representative Pavlovich 
moved DO PASS on House Bill 825. Representative 
Brandewie asked if this would tie with the federal 
government in the requirement for a nonprofit 
organization. Representative Driscoll added that a 
nonprofit, tax exempt organization must file a 990 
report with the federal government. Representative 
Schultz suggested an amendment be added to further 
define nonprofit organization. Paul Verdon, the 
staff researcher, stated section 15-31-102 would 
further clarify the definition. Representative 
Driscoll moved the amendment as suggested by Paul 
Verdon, which passed by a unanimous vote. House 
Bill 825 PASSED AS AMENDED unanimously. 

Gary Blewett, of the Department of Labor and Industry, 
was present to provide information on House Bill 554. 
Mr. Blewett explained that House Bill 453 is limited 
to making advances on indemnity benefits. House Bill 
559 permits payments not included in indemnity benefits. 
Permanent Partial and permanent total disability benefits 
are different. House Bill 554 allows a larger advance 
and is an additional benefit, not a reduction of the 
final settlement. 

Representative Schultz asked Mr. Blewett if there are 
any guidelines set as to the amount of said advance. 
Mr. Blewett explained that the party must make applica
tion and state their reasons for the advance. 

Mr. Blewett clarified a previous statement and said 
this is not technically an additional benefit, as it can 
be reduced from the final settlement. 
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ADJOURN: There being no further business before the 
committee, the meeting was adjourned at 9:40 a.m. 
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A statement of intent is required for thia bill because it grants 

t.he board of co~tolO<lists t..'1e Author! ty to Qake mles reSJardinq t..~e 

practice and teaching of canicurinq. Currently Title 31, ch~P1t~" 31, 

allows for the licensing of practitioners, teacnera, ~nd schools of 

COBmGtology. It iathe intent of ~;i. bl11 to licenso those persons 

wishing' to ?ractice tlL"1icuring apart froa the practice of cosmetology 

and t.o require that only a person who holds a valid liconse to teach 

cosuetol09Y may teach manicuring to sucb l·mrsons. It is contemplated 

tilat rules adopted by ~~e board should address t~e following. 
'Col 

(1) types of p1~9rams requirad for practicing or toachlnq manicurinqi 

or operating a scliool of ma."licurin9# such as classrooa instruct.ion and '~ 

't1 eXazlin-ation; 

(2) standards for detormining progr~ms to be approved for the 

fulfillment of the requirements, iJuch as adeqi.1acy of facilities, 

qualificat.ion of instructors~ and course contuntt 

(3) the DWlIDe%' of hours of instruction required; 

(-4) the basic contunt and the. pasuln~ grado f'or o.ny ox:udna tion 

required: 

".1' .. 
41 • 
J 

(5) prertAration of Zl written appliCAtion to be filod for p.xa&lina tion 

ana tlractice of manicuring, 4llU, 
] .... ' .. ' •.. 

-I 
(~i) nethoda of ~1Onitoring cOI1pllance. 

~ 

I 
'.J 
I 
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... 
AMENDMENTS HB 707, INTRODUCED BILL 

1. Title, line 6. 
Following: "REVISING" 
Insert: "AND PROVIDING" 

2. Title, line 8. 
Following: "UNAVAILABLE" 

Exhibit 1 
2/20/85 
HB707 

Insert: "PROVIDING FOR RECIPROCAL LICENSING OF PLUMBERS LICENSED IN 
OTHER STATES; REVISING THE LICENSE DISCIPLINE LAlv; PROVIDING THAT A 
VIOLATION OF PROVISIONS OF TITLE 37, CHAPTER 69, IS A MISDEMEANOR; 

3. Title, line 9. 
Following: "37-69-102," 
Strike: "AND" 
Following: "37-69-301," 
Insert: "AND 37-69-324," 

4. Page 2, line 10. 
Following: " (7) " 
Insert: "(a) " 
Strike: "Plumbing" 
Insert: "Except as provided in subsection (b), "plumbing" 

5. Page 2, line 14. 
Following: "appurtenances" 
Strike: the remainder of line 14, line 15 in its entirety, and line 16 
through "line" 
Insert: "within the property lines of any premises" 

6. Page 2, line 17. 
Strike: "building" 
Insert: "premises" 

7 • Page 2, line 18. 
Following: line 17 
Insert: "(b) As defined in subsection (a), "plumbing svstem" does not 
include water services installed and maintained by water districts or 
water users' associations in which water service is installed bv any -
qualified person appointed or hired by the administrative authority-of 
the water system." 

8. Page 3, line 11. 
Following: "railroad?" 
Strike: "," 
In~ert: "~It 

9. Page 3, line 12. 
Following: ":ffU'ffiS" 

Insert: "(c) In a" 
Renumber: subsequent subsections 

10. Page 3, line 15. 



· " 

Following: "i:ft" 
Strike: "for" 
Insprt: "in" 

11. Page 3, line 22. 
Following: "dpaler" 
Insert: "; and 

(g) installation of a water meter bv ~ lioenscd pltlmb~r or a 
qualified person appointed by the administrati~re authority of the watE"r 
system" 

12. Page 4, linE" 1. 
Following: "farms" 
Insert: "or ranches" 

13. Page 4, line 17. 
Following: "~~agefta~~¥" 

Insert: "reasonably" 

14. Page 4, line 19. 
Following: "~~a~efta~~e" 
Insert: "reasonable" 
Following: "notice" 
Insert: "by certified letter" 

15. Page 4, line 20. 
F0110wing: "a~~~6¥a~," 
Insert: "and upon their approval, or after 30 davs from the date of 
the postmark of the certified letter if the board fails to resDond to 
the certified letter," 

16. Page 4, line 23. 
Following: "~ea96fta~~¥" 
Insert: "reasonably" 
Following: "available" 
Insert: "or until the board of plumbers withdraws its authorization" 

17. Page 5, following line 2. 
Insert: "NEW SECTION. Secti0n 5. Plumbprs licensed bv othpr states 
-- reciprocity. To the extent that 0ther states that provide for the 
licensing of plumbe~s provide for similar action, the board may grant 
licenses to plumbers licensed bv other states on payment by the 
applicant of the required fep and on furnishing proof to thp board that 
the applicant has aualifications at lpast equal to those provided 
herpin for applicants for vlritten examinations. Applicants who qualify 
for a license under this section are not required to take a written 
examination. The board has authority to adopt rules npcpssarv to 
implement this action. 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. License discipline. (1) the board may 
revoke, suspend, restrict, censure, or apply any other disciplinary 
treatment contemplated bv section 37-1-136, MCA, to any occupational 
licensee under this chapter for any one or more of the following 
causes: 



(a) performance of plumbing work in the field of plumbing that is 
, below the standards established by the Unifoym Plumbing Code; 

(b) inadequate supervision that causes or allows plumbing work in 
the field of plumbini that is below the standards established by the 
Uniform Plumbing Code; 

(c) materi~l deceit in procuring, attempting to procure, or 
aiding and abetting the procurement of, an occupational license to 
practice in the field of plumbing; 

(d) unfitness to provide services in the field of plumbing by 
reason of negliqence, habit, intemperance, or addiction to the use of 
habit-forming drugs; 

(e) physical or mental incompetence which impaiYs the licensee's 
ability to deliver adequate seyvice in the field of plumbing; 

(f) \villful or repeated violation of this chapter or rules 
adopted hereunder or willful or repeated violation of Title 50, chapter 
60, part 5 of the Montana Code Annotated or rules adopted thereunder; 
or 

(g) unprofessional practice related conduct as defined by rules 
adopted by the board. 

(2) Any licensee disciplinary action under the lurisdiction of 
the board shall be conducted as a contested case under the provisions 
of the Montana Administrative Procedure Act. 

Section 7. Section 37-69-324, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-69-324. Penalty. A person who works 2t the field of 
plumbing or maintains or conducts a plumbing business or an 
individual who connects or disconnects plumbing from a public wat~r or 
sewer system in violation of anv provisions of this chapter or 
at a time when he is not exempt from the provisions of thi" chapter 
pursuant to the provisions of a duly enacted and subsistinq 
ordinance of a city or town is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction thereof in any court of competent jurisdiction, Afta±±--~e 
~tlH~9ftee--By--a--~~Hp.--e£--He~--±e~9--eftaH--$±g-aRe-Ree-ffiefe-~RaR-~±eg 
£ef-eaeft-~e~afaee--e£fe~9P' is quiltv of a misdeme~nor. However, this 
chapter 9fta±± mav not be construerl to apply to or affect plumbing 
or pipefitting-as indicated in the 37-69-l02 exceptions." 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Repealer, Section 37-69-321, MCA, is 
repealed. 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Codification instruction. Sections 5 and 6 
are intended to be codified as an intecral part of Title 37, ch~~~er 
69, part 3, and the provisions of Title 37, chapter 69, applv to 
sections 5 and 6." 



Exhibit 2 
2/20/85 
HB 819 
Submitted by: 

Montana Agri-Business Amendments to nouse Bill 819 

Page 1, Line 18 strike an agricultural chemical, 
Page 1, Line 20 strike agricultural chemical, 

Page 2, Line 4 strike chemical, 
Page 2, Line 16 strike an agricultural chemical 

Page 5, Line 1 strike agricultural chemical, 
Page 5, Line 5 strike chemical, 
Page 5, Line 7 strike chemical, 

Leanne B~ 
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Montana Counci 1 of Cooperatives 
P.D.Box 367 
Helena, Montana 59624 

• 

Exhibit 3 
2/20/85 
HB819 

406-442-2120 

For the Record I am Elroy Letcher, Executive Secretary of the Montana 
Counci I of Cooperat ives. 
Our Organization represents the Farmer Owned Supply Cooperatives 
operating in Montana, as well as the Farmer Owned Grain Marketing 
Cooperatives. We also represent the Cooperative Farm Credit System 
Lenders. 
We Appear today as Opponents to HB-819 on the general basis of equity and 
the restraint of commerce. We note that Sect ion 4 provides for lien 
priority superior to previously perfected crop liens. 

It is our opinion that the proliferation of this type of lien will work to the 
disadvantage of the majority of producers and tend to restrict the 
availability of credit. 

Non-not iced,statutory , priority I iens increase the risk to product ion 
lenders which tends to increase the cost of this type of credit as we II as 
limit availability. The leveraged or beginning producer most in need of 
dependable annual production financing will be trle first to suffer from 
decreased credit availability. 
Established operators with strong balance sheets who often borrow on an 
unsecured basis will be unaffected. 

PC As commonly leave crop liens in place to facilitate loan advances for 
the next years crop and/orto cover the increasing levels of carryover 
operating debt secured by the following years crops. Since no lien need be 
filed for 90 days after the product was furnished or applied, PCAs will be 
unable to adequately search the records for prior liens. This could cause 
delays in credit advances or restrictions in loan structuring. 

The suppliers of fuel, fertilizer and chemicals would be better served by 
developing a trust relationship with local lenders instead of partially 
entering the credit business and extending credit without evaluating a 
producers' overall ability to repay all legitimate creditors. 

With agriculture undergOing its worst economic stress in 50 years, this is 
not the time to make piecemeal changes in long established agricultural 
lien laws. 

With some distressed producers calling for stricter control and regulation 
of regulated lenders, now is not the time to enable non regulated credit 
grantors to take a priority position ahead of the regulated lender witt-lout 



Other states have or are addressing this same problem. Iowa has a Law 
similiar to this bill. But they tell me it does not contain the priority 
provision. But mere Iy one of equal status. Which has been defined that 
each I ien holder would share in the proceeds from the crop on the same 
percentage basis as the amount of funds advanced. 

The State of Minnesota in 1983 adopted a bi I I that became law on Jan 
1,1984 that provides a method for the exchange of informat ion between 
producer, dealer and lender. I am attaching a copy of that bill, also a copy 
of the one page document used in the information exchange. We would 
suggest you give serious consideration to amending this bill to include the 
provisions of the Minnesota Law. 

Wi th the many bi lis regarding the sUbject of I iens to be considered by this 
session. HB-371, HB-597, HB-712 and HB-819 and I am not sure I have 
listed all. Most of these provide for a priority lien. The Question may soon 
be Just who has the priority? We would suggest that your committee 
address the SUbject as is being done in the State of Washington. They are 
forming an Eight Member Washington Bar Assn. "Ag Lien Task Force" 
through the Bar Associations Corporate Business and Banking Section. 
This task force will review and recommend legislation to recodify the 
agricultural lien section of the Washington Code. 
The purpose of the Task Force effort is to clarify legal ambiguities, 
e lim inate inconsistencies, standar-dize procedures and establ ish re lat ive 
priorities for these agricultural liens. 

We believe this approach has much merit, and we recommend a Montana 
Task force be formed to review and assess potential legislative changes in 
this area. 
In Closing: 
We ask you study the bill for possible amendment, or recommend that a 
Task Force or Study Committee be apPointed, but please do not pass this 
bill out of comm i ttee with a do pass. 

e cher. 
Execut ive etary 
Montana Council Of Cooperatives 
442-2120 or 443-3497 
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FARMERS UNION COOPERATIVE OIL ASS'N. 

1180 No. Concord, South St. Paul, Minn. 55075 
c 

Date 

Where the customer is the company 

Telephone 451·-6200 

I intend to purchase the following products from Farmers Union 
Cooperative for my 1985 Spring production needs: 

Fertilizer: 

Chemicals: 

Seed: 

Fue I: 

Other Needs: 

$---------------
$---------------
$---------------
$---------------
$_-------

I intend to have made financial arrangements with -------
to pay for the 

above purchases and authorIze verifIcation of the above 
arrangement. 

By 
Farmers Union Co-op Oil Patron 

To: Farmers Union Co-operative Oil Assn 

This is a letter of commitment that 
has an operating credit line' to finance the above purchases. 

, . 
Lendor 

By 
Ddte: 

T i t1 e 



I 
~, "' i> \ '" G ~ "I -r ~ ( ... '"" 1'4 

!::c ,,,- /1 ( f R f'- '- 0 , ... 0 --X fJ iV\ 

NAME_---"D<.!..CA ...... V""-'I D~M!..L . ....,EMc.!!E::..!.:R~S~ON'-'---_________ B ILL NO. -:..H:...:,.. =-B:,.... ~8...:....1.:....1 __ _ 

ADDRESS_ill - Z2nd Avenue N.W.,Great~alls,Mont. 59404 

\'lHOM DO YOU REPRESENT P1 umbers & Fi tters Local #139 

SUPPORT XXXXXXXX OPPOSE AMEND 

DATE 2-20-85 

------------- -------------- -----------------
PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 

Corrunents: 
I am a proponent of H.B. 811 for the following reason: 
I believe that the Standard Prevailing Rate of wages and fringes should be paid by all 
public utilities when contracting out work to a contractor. 
Many public utility contracts in recent years have gone to out-of-state contractors, 
who usually bring in their own workers. At least with the prevailing wage rate applying 
the chance to have Montana workers help build Montana would be greater. 

These Montana workers are the people who have paid Montana State taxes, raised their 
children here, have their homes here, and they support their communities and this 
State with taxes and in buying necessities. The more out-of-state workers we support 
with jobs, the less chance there is for local workers to do their part in helping 
the State economy. We know from past experience that most of the money earned by 
non-residents goes with them or is used to support their families in other States. 

~ It is time that we take a stand and help keep Montana for Montanans. Without including 
~ ~rovisions for prevailing wage rate required in requests for bids for public utility 

projects, we open the door for all kinds of sub standard workmanship by many unqualified 
people, and in the end cost many Montana workers badly needed jobs. 

Since the people of Montana pay the utility bills, for the public utilities used in 
Montana, it seems only fair that the workers living in Montana should have the oppor
tunity to do the construction, and that employers employing these workers have a 
fair opportunity to bid work that these public utilities require. 

Many out-of-state contractors bring people into Montana from areas of sub standard 
wages and living conditions. These people see a golden opportunity to fleece the 
local citizens, not only by taking our work, but also by taking the majority of their 
wages back to their home areas, or even worse many of these people are stranded in 
Montana after the job is over and end up on our welfare rolls. We firmly believe 
that we have the skills, and knowledge to perform all of the work, that these public 
utilities contract out, in the State of Montana, since we pay the bills, 1et 1 s do 
this work with Montana workers and contractors. 

This is not to eliminate out-of-state competition, but is to put them on the same 
competitive basis as required by local workers and contractors. 

I urge you to vote for a DO PASS on H.B. 811 in your committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 

) 

DAVID M.EMERSON 
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IF YOU CARE TO WRITE COMMENTS, ASK SECRETARY FOR WITNESS STATEMENT FORM. 
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