MINUTES OF THE MEETING
HUMAN SERVICES AND AGING COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

January 11, 1985

The meeting of the Human Services and Aging Committee was called
to order by Chairperson Nancy Keenan on January 11, 1985 at 3:00
p.m. in Room 312-2 of the State Capitol building.

ROLL CALL: All members were present.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 6: Hearing commenced on House Joint
Resolution No. 6. Representative Jan Brown, District #46, sponsor
of the bill, stated that a joint resolution of the Senate and the
House of Representatives of the State of Montana, requesting the
President and Congress of the United States needed to continue their
efforts to halt the persecution and severe repression of the Baha'is
in Iran.

" Proponent Richard Mereness, a member of the Bahi faith, presented

a documentary on the persecution as displayed in Exhibits 1, 2 and
3, attached herewith. Proponents Mary Craig and Bonnie Evans also
indicated their support of this resolution. There were no opponents
to this bill. Questions were raised by Representatives Wallin and
Gould.

There being no further discussion on House Joint Resolution No. 6,
the hearing was closed.

HOUSE BILL NO. 113: Hearing commenced on House Bill No. 113. Rep-
resentative Joan Miles of District 45, sponsor of the bill, states
that an act to require all laboratories to report cancer data to
the Department of Health and Environmental Sciences should be
required.

Proponent Carol Snyder of the Montana Department of Health and
Environmental Sciences and program supervisor of the Montana Cen-
tral Tumor Registry supported this bill as indicated in Exhibit 4.
Dr. Sidney Pratts also of the Montana Department of Health and
Environmental Sciences in the Clinical Services Bureau exhibited
his support as shown in Exhibit 5. William E. Larry of the Montana
Hospital Association also testified in support of House Bill 113.
There being no opponents to this bill, questions were raised by
Representatives Simon, Waldron and Campbell. There being no further
discussion to House Bill No. 113, Chairperson Keenan closed the
hearing..

HOUSE BILL NO. 119: Hearing commenced on House Bill No. 119. Rep-
resentative Joan Miles of District 45, also sponsored this bill.
She states that an act to generally revise and update the laws
relating to tuberculosis control; which would allow enforcement of
tuberculosis treatment outside of a hospital was needed.
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Proponent Judith Gedrose, a state epidemiologist and coordinator i
for communicable disease control activities from the Montana State i
Department of Health and Environmental Sciences was the only verbal
proponent of this bill as indicated in Exhibit 6. A written pro-
ponent witness statement was also presented by Bonnie Evans of the
Peace Legislative Coalition, Exhibit 7. There were no opponents to
this bill. Joan Miles, sponsor, closed the discussion on this bill “
and questions were raised by Representatives Wallin and Campbell. %

There being no further discussion of House Bill No. 119, the hearing o
was closed by Chairperson Keenan. ¢

EXECUTIVE MEETING

o
ACTION ON HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 6: Representative Bergene made §
a motion that House Joint Resolution No. 6 DO PASS. Representative
Darko seconded the motion and the bill was unanimously voted to 7
DO PASS. f

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 113: Representative Cohen made a motion that
House Bill No. 113 DO PASS. Representative Bradley seconded the motiow:
and the bill was unanimously voted to DO PASS. L

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 119: Representative Gould made a motion that ,
House Bill No. 119 DO PASS. The motion was seconded by Represen- i
tative Waldron. Representative Gould made a motion that the bill
contain a statement of intent as indicated in Exhibit 8, attached
hereto and there was no further discussion. Representative Gould
moved that the bill DO PASS and Representative Waldron seconded
the motion and the bill was unanimously voted to DO PASS.

Hearing on House Bill 49 will be discussed further in the Committee
meeting of January 16, 1985.

ADJOURN: There being no further business before the Committee, the
meeting was adjourned at 3:55 p.m.

NANCY %ENAN, Chair :
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Supporting documentation and information on House Joint
Resolution 6, presented to the MNontana House of Repre-
sentatives Human Services Committee.

CONTZENTS:

United States Congress; concurrent Resolution 226 Pege 1

Some relevant magazine and newspaper articles Pages 2-10
Brief explanation of Bzha'i Faith Pages 11-12

Prepared statement of Richard lMereness:
General text of testimony Pages 13-18

Chronology of persecutions of Bgha'is in Iran Page 19
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H.Con. Res. 226 Agreed to June 15, 1984

Rinetp-¢ighth Congress of the Anited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun ond held ot the City of Pashington on Monday, the twenty-third day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and eighty-four

Concurrent Resolotion

Whereas more than one hundred and fifty members of the Baha'i
faith have been brutally executed by Iranian authorities since the
1979 Islamic revolution;

Whereas many Baha'is in Iran have disappeared and others have
beel:\ tortured, qenecuted l;ld delpnv of their fundamental
rights to personal p and employment;

Whereas an edict mueﬁy{ ran’s Prosecutor General on August 29,
1983, has far-reaching implications that threaten the lives of three
hundred thousand Baha'is residing in Iran and places the future
practice of Baha'ism in jeopardy by dismantling the administra-
tive structure of the Baha'i religion; an

Whereas these actions for the first time establish an expressed
national policy which lays the legal foundation for executions,
arrests, the confiscation of property, denial of jobs and pensions,
expulsion of Baha'i children from schools, and other pressures
which may be brought to bear by lranian authorities on the
Baha'is: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring),
That the Congress—

(1) holds the Government of Iran responsible for upholding
the rights of all its nationals, including the Baha'is;

(2) condemns the recent decision taken by the Government of
Iran to destroy the Baha'i faith by labeling as “criminal acts”
all Baha'i teaching and organized religious activities, including
the attempts by Baha'is to elect their own local and national
leaders, to meet in assemblies, to communicate among them-
selves, and to work for volunteer committees; and

(3) calls upon the President—

(A) to work with appropriate foreign governments and
the allies of the United States in formmg an appeal to the
Government of [ran concerning the Baha

(B) to cooperate fully with the Umted Nations in its
efforts on behalf of the Baha'is and to lead such efforts
whenever it is ible and appropriate to do s0; and

(C) to provide, and urge others to provide, for humani-
tarian assistance for those Baha'is who flee Iran.

Sec. 2. The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall tranamit a
copy of this concurrent resolution to the President.

Attest:

Attest:

Secretary o[l e Senate.

[COPY]
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1984

_—
The Darkness Called Iran

Some of our most poignant letters are from Wil-
mette, Ill.,, headquarters of the Bahai faith. They
bear the names of men, women and children kille¢
in Iran for “crimes against God.”” They recount a
campaign to eliminate Iran’s largest religious mi-
nority, 350,000 Bahais, whose nonviolent faith had
its origins in Islam a century ago. They beg for con-
cern, especially at the United Nations.

But the U.N. has no time for Iran’s crimes. A
few months ago, an Iranian exile gave delegates a
list of 7,746 names, most of them leftists slain by the
Ayatollah’s firing squads. No one would sponsor a
resolution. Third-world nations won’t turn on a non-
aligned partner; Europeans, West and East, find it
expedient to avoid quarrels with Iran.

President Reagan has done the minimum by
speaking out for the Bahais. Congress has passed a

@ 1984 by the New York Times Company.

resolution. What speaks louder is the silence among
so many who used to denounce the Shah as a tyrant
and pleaded for patience when Ayatollah Khomeini
replaced him five years ago.

At that time, an article on the opposite page
castigated the press for depicting the Ayatollah as a
fanatic. Princeton’s Prof. Richard Falk wrote that
this ‘“‘seems certainly and happily false.”’ Indeed,
the Ayatollah ‘‘may yet. provide us with a desper-
ately needed model of humane governance for a
third-world country.”

Iran is a dark place. Its economy is a shambiles,
its youth die in a holy war against Iraq. Its execu-
tioners are overworked, its despotic mullahs are ig-
norant of the world. But not too loud, please. Voices
that might sway Iran — on the left and among the
nonaligned — need to become audible.

Reprinted by permission.
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Iranian treatment of Bahai

is nothing short of genocide

Iran under the Ayatollah Fhomeini seems to rec-
ognize no limits in its “holy” war against all infi-
dels, chief among them the United States.

Its acts range from the relatively unharmful kind
— like making scathing speeches in the United
Nations in violation of that body’s rule against in-
sulting other members and publishing a postage
stamp depicting the takeover of the U.S. Em-
bassy in Tehran (‘“‘the American spy den’’) — to
sending children into battle, taking a hand in in-
ternational terrorism and, perhaps worst of all,
persecuting its own minorities.

According to Amnesty International, whose
credentials are as good as any, at least 144 mem-
bers of the Bahai faith in Iran have been exe-
cuted or assassinated by the government or its
agents. Their principal *“crime?” Adherence to
their faith, and their refusal to convert to Islam.

‘Last June, 16 Bahai women were hanged after
they refused to recant and convert. Another 130
were deposed “of their property, confined for
three days without food or water, then released
to the fury of a mob. They escaped death only by
hiding in a forest outside their village. Bahai
leaders have been .executed on trumped-up
spying charges. Even children have been among
those executed for what is officially condemned
as heresy in Iran.

And why are the Bahai — in contrast with other
religions and sects, which may be discriminated

against but are officially tolerated — so detest-
able in the sight of the fanatical mullahs who
rule in Tehran? Presumably because of their
faith, an eclectic one founded in Iran some 140
years ago, preaches the kind of tolerance that is
so at odds with the Khomeini brand of Islam:
Equality of all men and women, intellectual free-
dom, universal education and world peace.

Obviously such a doctrine, if widely followed in
Iran, would undercut the regime’s efforts to keep
the populace in a constant state of fury and hate
for all that is alien to the official line.

Pleas for an end to persecution of the 300,000 Ira-
nian Bahaj have been made by world leaders, in-
cluding President Reagan, and by a number of
international organizations, including the U.S.
Commission on Human Rights in Geneva, but
not, notably, the U.N. General Assembly. Efforts
to bring the issue to the floor for debate have
failed even to turn up a smgle government will-
ing to olfend Iran by sponsoring such a move.

The Bahai are not the only ones to suffer in Iran,
of course. Amnesty International has received
reports of more than 5,000 executions, which it
regards as an “‘absolute minimum.” -

But the barbarous treatment the Bahai have re-
ceived is so monstrous that it demands a special
response from civilized nations whose only re-
course is to focus greater attention on what

amounts to no less than genocide. '




Panel urged
to help protect
Iran’s Baha’is

By Wiltiam F willoughity 0 3 1984

Iran has demanded that school offi-
cials furnish the photographs of Baha'i
students, along with their birth
certificates, to its government in a sys-
tematic effort to eradicate the Baha'i
faith from the country, a congressional
panel was told yesterday.

Members of the House Foreign
Affairs subcommittee on human rights
were asked to keep the spotlight on the
persecution of Iran’s 350,000 Baha'is.

A Los Angeles judge, who heads the
faith’s national assembly for the United
States, said there is evidence the Shi'ite
regime now in power in Iran “is not
entirely deaf to the voices of foreign
governments or international public
opinion.”

Fathers would be identified through
birth certificates of the Baha’i children,
presumably to pinpoint members of the
group, the panel was told.

The Baha'is number just under 1
percentof Iran's 37 million people. They
are the country’s largest non-Moslem
religious minority.

Washington Times, 1984
Reprinted with permission

Last year the Iranian government
banned all organized Baha'i religious
activities as criminal acts and
demanded that the Baha'i organiza-
tional infrastructure be dismantled.
The Baha'is complied.

More than 170 executions — includ-
ing children — have occurred, although
there have been fewer recently. More
than 1,000 Iranian Baha'is have been
jailed in the last two years and more
than 700 are still imprisoned, the House
panel was told.

Judge James F Nelson of the Los
Angeles Municipal Court, elected chair-
man of the National Spiritual Assembly
of the Baha'is of the United States, said,
“though the number of killings has
diminished in the past two years, prob-
ably at least in part because of
worldwide publicity, other pressures,
including torture to force conversions to
Islam or to extract false confessions,
have intensified.”

The Baha'is, while eclectic in their
theological approach,adhere to the rev-
elation of their own prophet, who was
executed for his religious preaching.

Inthe United States there are 100,000
Baha'is.

Dr. Wilma M. Brady, a vice president
of Spelman College in Atlanta, Ga., and
vice president of the Baha'i national
assembly for the United States said, “T
feel an old, deep and very personal pain
as I see members of my universal family
persecuted solely because of their reli-
gious beliefs.”
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EDITORIAL

Khomeini's Persecution of the Baha'is

The bitterness of the Iran-Iraqi
war, has tended to obscure from public
view a major internal problem that
cries out for redress in Iran. We refer
to the persecution of a significant
refigious minority by the theocratic
regime of the Ayatollah Khomeini.

The attack on the Baha'i has been so
intense that it has drawiithe attention
of the scattered Baha'i community
worldwide, including a small handful
of St. Louis members of the sect.

Recent testimony before the House
Poreign Affairs Subcommittee on
Human Rights shows just how
vengeful the campaign has been. It is
aimed at either converting the Baha'is
to the Shi'ite Islamic mold, reducing
them to servitude, or exterminating
them entirely.

The Iranian government has not only
banned all organized religious activity
for the 300,000-member minority. It
has dismissed Baha'is from gov-
ernment jobs, denied pensions to its
members and expelled students from
school for refusing to abandon their
faith. More than 170 members have

Globe-Democrat, 1984
Reprinted with permission

been executed, and over 700 are now in
jail.

. Paranoia abounds among gov-
ernment officials. One Iranian-born
Baha'i now living in Texas told of his
father being accused of spying for
Israel because he had once made a
religious pilgrimage to that country.
His sister was executed for teaching
the Baha'i faith at a Baha'i Sunday
School.

In late May, Congress adopted a
resolution deploring the persecution,
and the United Nations appointed a
special representative to investigate
the human rights situation in Iran.
Such efforts seem woefully inadequate

hait such situations; but they are

tter than total silence.

American Baha’is at least deserve
to have U.S. and U.N. leaders con-
tinue to focus the spotlight of inter-
national publicity on the fanatic
Iranian regime, until such time as the
repression eases or the regime itself
goes the way of all dictatorships of
either the right or the left. ‘
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'Khomeini hits
Baha’is again

The Iranian goverhment'has
outlawed Baha’i institutions in
Iran and Tds"made member-

ship in them illegal in the latest -

move to restrict religious prac-
tices of the minority group, ac-
cording to the U.S. Baha’i Na-
tional Center.

The measure signals an in-
crease in attacks on the
religion, which has been the
target of a systematic cam-
paign of repression by the fun-
damentalist Moslem regime of
the Ayatollah Khomeini, which
considers the Bah’ai faith
heretical.

Hossein Musavi Tabrizi, the
attorney general of Iran,
issued an edict in late August
which declared that Baha'i in-
stitutions and membership in
them are criminal.

According to Baha xreports. \ underground

News~Free Press
Chattanooga, Tenn.
Oct. 1, 1983

-0'

the nine-member natlonal ad
ministrative body of ‘' the:
Baha'is immediately assured
the government of the Baha'l'
principle of obedience to.
government and then disband-|
ed itself and some 600, local ad-
ministrative groups.

The Baha'’is pledged to coxi-
tinue to practice their behefs
and worship in private. - !

The comprehensive ban on!
Baha'i community activities is !
the latest action taken againstr
the faith by the Khomeml.
regime.

Since the fundamentahsts'
took power in 1979, most of thé' i
nation’s Baha'i leaderslup has':
been executed or dlsappeared
Baha'i property has been seiz-
ed and the practice of the faith..
has been effecuvely driven | )

i

! o

WILMETTE, 11l (AP)

The U S. Baha'i Office of

Public Affairs says Iran's newly declared ban on all
Bahal mstltutxons and actxvmes “is an act of

genocxde .intended to extxrpate a religious communi-

ty ”

The statement says that Iran, by making Baha'i or-
ganizations and service to them a crime, has created
conditions in which the community's “survival will be

impossible.”

But in keeping with a Baha'i principle of obedience
to law, the U. S. office says Iran’s Baha'is have “imme-

diately dissclved their national assembly and some 600 |

local assemblies.”

|

Previously about 150 of Iran's Baha'is have been
executed or killed under the fundamentalist Islamic .
regime, with many others imprisoned and homes and |

businesses wrecked and looted.

—t

Washington, D.C.
The Washington Times
Sept. 30, 1983

Baha’i spirit
is undaunted

BY A WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF WRITER

In its latest efforts at systematically eliminating ths
Baha'i faith, which it considers to be heretical, th:
povernment of Iran has outlawed all Baha'i institutio
and has made membership on the administrative bod-
ies a criminal offense.

Baha'i’'s nine-member Natlonal Spiritual Assemb;»
in Iran, where from 300,000 to 500,000 members live
a country of 37 million, immediately assured the attor-
ney general of their principle of obedience to gove-
ment. They, therefore, disbanded themselves %
ordered the dismantling of 600 local admlmstrw
bodies.

This, then. leaves the faith in that country without
any formal means of perpetuating itself, but tho%

deeply entrenched in the beliefs of the rellglon whi
was formalized in the 1800s say such a move is extern
only: The government cannot quench the spirit.

Paul Glist, a spokesman for the Baha’is in Washing- -
ton, said, “The government has already executed mor, ’
than 150 Baha'is, mcludmg scores of key national arg
local Baha'i leaders, in their effort to systematically
eliminate the Baha'is from Iran. .

“This latest attack on Baha'i governing institutio:ﬁ%

can only be seen as another attempt to destroy t
Baha’i commumty by attacking its organization whe
the Baha'i spirit cannot be crushed.” '
The executions, including a recent outbreak invol
ing 17 persons, including children, have drawn prote%
internationally but a deaf ear in Iran. Earlier this ye

- President Reagan personally intervened in behalf of

the Iranian Baha'is.

Even more recently, a group of scholars on Iran a
Islamic studies have made a plea for the government g
Iran to stop its persecution of the Baha'is.




REAGAN TO ASSAIL
IRAN OVER BAHAL

To Urge Khomeini Government
to Halt Planned Executions

By BERNARD WEINRAUB
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 21 — President
Reagan will issue a statement Sunday
night saying the United States is
“alarmed and dismayed" at the perse-
cution of Bahais in Iran and urging the
Iranian Government to halt the planned
execution of a group of prominent Ba-
hais, White House officials said today.

1 strongly urge other world leaders
to join me in an appeal to the Ayatollah
Khomeini and the rest of Iran’s leader-
ship not to implement the sentences
that have Been pronounced on these in-
nocent people,” said the Presidential
statement, which was uiade available
today.

300,000 to 400,000 Bahais

White House officials said the appar-
ently increased persecution of the
Bahai minority in Iran was “a serious
issue with us, an important issue now.”’
At least 150 Bahai men and women have
been hanged or shot by Ayatoilah
Ruhollah Khomeini’'s Government
since it came to power in 1978,

Although the Bahai population in Iran
is relatively small — there are 300,000 to
400,000 Bahais in the country — the Kho-
meini Government has singled them out
as adherents of & heretic Islamic sect.
Bahais have generally served as busi.
nessmen, teachers, middle-level Gover-

Continued on Page 12, Column 6

¢ 1983 The New York Times Company Reprinted With Permission
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REACAN T0 ASSAIL
IRAN OVER BAHAIS

Continued From Page 1

nnment officials and army officers in
Iran. .

The Bahais have no clergy and uphold
the divine origin of all major religions,
including Islam. The religion shuns vio-
lence, abstains from partisan politics
and espouses the “‘eradication of preju-
dices of race, creed, class, nationality
andsex.”

The Bahais have been the scapegoats
of Persian and then [ranian society for
generations; an estimated 20,000 Ba.
hais have been killed in Iran in the last
100 years, according to Bahai officials.
The faith claims adherents in 173 coun-
tries.

Bahai officials in the United States
said President Reagan’s statement
would be the first White House expres-
sion of concern about the persecution of
the Bahais since the Iranian revolution,
although Carter Administration offi-
cials also criticized Iran's treatment of
the Bahais.

The statement was prompted, ac-
cording to Administration officials, by
several Congressional resolutions about
the Bahais, growing State Department
concern about the treatment of the mij-
nority and the highly vocal and organ.
ized Bahais in the United States, who
number 100,000,

Among those sponsoring resolutions
and pressing actively for the Bahais in
recent months have been Edward J.
Derwinski, counselor of the State De.
partment and former Republican Con.
gressman from Illinois; Senator John
Heinz, Republican of Pennsylvania;
Representative John E. Porter, Repub-
lican of Illinois and co-chairman of a
newly formed Human Rights Caucus in
Congress; Representative Don Bonker,
Democrat of Washington; Representa-
tive Fortney H, Stark, Democrat of
California, and Representative Jim
Leach, Republican of Iowa,

Although Mr. Reagan, in his planned
statement, said the Iranian Govern.
ment had sentenced 22 members of the
Bahai faith to death, Firuz Kazemza.
deh, a Bahai of Iranian descent who is
chairman of the Committee on Middle
Eastern Studies at Yale, said in a tele-
phone interview that two men and a
woman had already been executed and
that 19 now faced death in Iranian

prisons.

S TS LR IR Ay e
Anniversary of the Faith

Mr. Kazemzadeh said the Presiden.
tial statement was being made to coin-
cide with the founding of the Bahai
taith, on May 23, 1844. On that date a
merchant in the Persian city of Shiraz,
Ali Muhammad, told a Moslem clergy-
man that he was divinely inspired to
create the new faith. The merchant was
later known as the Bab, or gate, signify-
ing the gate between man and God.

1 think the President wished to ex-
press his feelings, his position on this
matter of human rights,’” Mr. Kazem-
zadeh said.

He said the Bahais executed so far,
and those under sentence of death, had
been accused of ‘‘Zionism, subservi-
ence 10 the interests of the imperialistic
powers, corruption on earth and war-
ring against God."*

“The Christians and Jews have suf-
fered too in Iran, but the Bahais have
been singled out for theclogical rea-
sons,’”’ Mr. Kazemzadeh said. Bahai
children have been barred from attend-
ing schools, Bahais have lost their jobs
and an estimated 4,000 are believed to
be ‘(;mtemal refugees’’ and in hiding, he
said.

Mr. Reagan, in his statement, said,
‘““America and the world are increas.
ingly alarmed and dismayed at the
persecution and severe repression of
the Bahais in Iran,”

He said the Bshais sentenced to deat( .
‘‘are not guilty ¢{ any political offense
or crime.”

*‘Sparing their lives would be a step
forward for Iran and the world com.
munity,’’ Mr. Reagan added.
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Death Inside Khomeini’s Jails

Safely away from Ayatollah Khomeini’s
jails, asurvivorsatina London office last
week describing the torments she had en-
dured. She was a woman in her early 40s, a
mother of three. She was also a Bahai, a
memberofareligiousfaith that [ran's Islam-
ic leaders consider a heresy. Since the over-
throw of the shah, they have relentlessly
persecuted the country’s 300,000 Bahais—
arresting them, confiscating their property
and, sometimes, when they
refuse to recant their religion,
executing them. To use the
woman’s name would jeop-
ardizethelivesofrelativesstill
in Iran. But the story she
told NEwWSWEEK’S London
bureau chief Tony Clifton
seemed as credible as it was
bleak. Excerpts:

I worked for the National
Iranian Oil Co. in Shiraz.
About two years ago [ was
taken before twomullahs who
questioned me for four hours.
They tried to convince me I
should recant and convert to
Islam. They told me that if I
did not recant I would bedealt
with according to *‘Islamic
law.” 1 said [ could not.
About 10 days later I was
summoned again. Theyasked
who my family and friends
were and for the names of oth-
er Bahais. One said, “Don’t
think you’re just going to lose
your job—from now on you’ll
be followed everywhere.”

And then I was sacked, for
being *a follower of the mis-
leading sect of Bahaism.” Ba-
hais were not allowed to leave
thecountry. Butldidn’t want
to leave—I hadn’t done any-
thing wrong. At the end of 1982, four Revo-
lutionary Guards came to our house and
took me. My three-year-old boy ran after me
crying, **I want my mummy!” A guard just
threw him aside.

They drove me tothe Sepah military pris-
oninsouthern Shiraz. When we cameto the
courtyard they blindfolded me. I was led
into a room and a voice said, “What's the
charge?” and someone replied, “Bahai.”
There seemed to be other men in the room
and they cursed me: “Your father was
a dog.” “Your ancestors were animals.”
“You're a racial degenerate.” This went on
for two hours. Afterward, I was taken to
another room, where a woman stripped me
andsearched me. Then I was takentoacell.

Thecell was about [0feetsquare. [t wasin
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Bahai artyrs: A victim executed in Teheran (1981),
Siyavashi (left), Mahmadnijhad, hanged in Shiraz (1983)

semidarkness, lit only by two dirty windows
intheceiling. There were about 40 women of

all ages in it, most of them Bahais. But some -

were political prisoners. A small number
were there for civil crimes. We were
squeezed togetherstandingup, and when we
tried to sleep at night we had to lie on our
sides, because if we lay on our backs or
stomachs we took up too much room. I was
there almost two months. During that time,

women were taken out and tortured and
then brought back. There was never a time
when someone was not groaning or scream-
ing or lying unconscious next to you.

I will always remember Nusrat Yaldoi, a
Bahaiwoman I knew. They tried toforce her
to recant, and the guards whipped her with
wire cables. Because she was a woman they
had covered her back with a cotton chador,
because it would have been immodest for
themtosee herbareback. Thewires hadtorn
her back to shreds, so that you could see the
bone, but they had also torn the chador to
shreds and the pieces of rag had been
whippedintothe raw fleshon herback. They
whipped her until she was unconscious and

threw her in the cell. Then another group of

guards came jg ang sgid thev needed Yaldoi

for her trial. We all said she couldn’t be tried
because she was unconscious. They just
dragged her by the arms, with her feet trail-
ing on the floor. Later she told us that when |,
they were beating her they said they would
stopifshe would goonradioandtelevisionto
publicly deny her faith and to say that the
Bahais spied for Israel. She was in the cell for
55 days without medical attention. Finally
she was taken away and hanged with nine
other women whohad also refused torecant.

I was never tortured myself, but I was
questioned endlessly, sometimesfor 12to 14
hoursatatime. They tried to get me toreveal
the whereabouts of other Bahais and where
Bahai funds were hidden. Sometimes I
would be blindfolded and stood against a
wall, and suddenly the guards would cock
their rifles as though they were about to
shoot me. Once, they blindfolded me and
took medownstairstoaroomthat must have
been a torture chamber. I could hear some-
one being whipped, and could hear screams
and groans. Someone said to me, “This will
happen to you if you don't tell us what we
want to know.” Then one day I was taken
intoa courtroom. The guards had my three-
year-old son. I hadn’t seen him since they
arrested me. They let him sit on my knee.
One of the men said, “‘Here’s your son. You
can keep him with you, and have your home
and pension back. All you have to do is
recant. If you don’t~—we’ll take you out and
hangyou.” I'still refused. "

Torture: [t was common practice to put
pressure on you through your family. One
day the prison guards came for another
Bahai woman, a young hospital nurse from
Shiraz named Tahirin Siyavashi. They toid
her that her husband, Jamshid, had recant-
ed. When they brought him to see her, two
guards had to support him because he
couldn’t walk: he had been whipped and his
toenails pulled out. Jamshid told her that he
had been condemned to death, but that he
had not recanted and that she must notdoso
either. Twodays later they hanged him.

Last year they hanged Tahirin Siyavashi
too. The youngest of the nine Bahai women
hanged was Muna Mahmadnijhad. She was
17. Her father had been tied face downon a
bed and flogged for refusing to disclose the
names of other Bahais. He told her to coop-
erate with the authorities so that they would
not beat her too. But of course she was so
young she didn’t know anything. So they
hanged him, and they hanged her as well.
She was only a high-school student and had
neverdoneany harmtoanyone.

Then they released the survivor. She
thinks she was freed because she was a high
Bahai official in Shiraz. “I think they be-
lieved thatifthey let me go, they could keepa
watch on me and wait for metalead them to
our people whowerein hiding.” Instead, she
made her way safely out of Iran. She still
carries a photograph of Tahirin Siyavashi.
*“The last thing she said to me was, ‘Go and
tell everyone what they’re doing to us.” And
SO I‘n1__t£ung you, now.”

Repri?ggd with permission of NEWSWEEK
™ ,l e e ————
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- .More Baha'ls die
- inlranian prisons

“ WASHINGTON (AP) — The State
‘Department says it has received re- .
‘ports that nine more Iranians who
.were members of the Baha'i sect
"have died in Iranian prisons.

Department spokesman John
‘Hughes said Wednesday that six
. ‘were executed in Tehran on Dec. 9

“and three others died in Tabriz in

‘November. One died by hanging and
. the other two are presumed to have
. ‘died under torture, Hughes said,
adding that 19 others reportedly are
under death sentences. '
" "Hughes appealed to Iranian au-

" ‘thorities to abide by the spirit and

the letter of the United Nations Uni-

- versal Declaration of Human

Rights. which guarantees freedom
‘of thought, conscience and religion.



The Baha’i Faith

and its World Community

Introduction

The Bahd'i Faith is an independent world religion with
adherents in virtually every country. The Baha'i world
community—often known as the Baha'i International
Community—is a cross-section of humanity, including al-
most all nationalities, classes, trades, professions, rich
and poor, literate and illiterate. It comprises members of
the Baha'i Faith living in more than 100,000 localities in
over 340 countries and territories—152 of these indepen-
dent nations—and unites men and women of various reli-
gious and ethnic origins. More than 1,600 ethnic groups
and tribes are represented.

Baha'l Writings

The writings that guide the life of the Baha'i International
Community comprise numerous works by Baha'u'llah, the
Prophet-Founder of the Baha'i Faith, and interpretations by
His son, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and Bah&'u'llah's great-grandson,
Shoghi Effendi. Bah4'i literature can be read today in over
600 languages and dialects.

Baha'i Teachings

The central teachings of the Baha'i Faith are the oneness of

God, the oneness of religion, and the oneness of man-

kind. The fundamental principle proclaimed by Baha'u'llah

IS:

that religious truth is not absolute, but relative,

o that Divine Revelation is a continuous and progressive
process,

o that all the great religions of the world are divine in
origin,

e and that their missions represent successive stages in
the spiritual evolution of human society.

Since the Baha'i Faith teaches that the purpose of religion
is the promation of concord and unity, and that religion is
the foremost agency for the achievemnent of peace and
orderly progress in society, the Baha'i Writings provide the
outline of institutions necessary for the establishment of
peace and world order—such as a world federation or
commonwealth, with executive, legistative, and judiciary
arms, an international auxiliary language, a world econ-
omy, a mechanism for world intercommunication, and a
universal system of currency, weights, and measures.

Characteristics of the

Baha’i Community

Baha'is have, for over one hundred years, striven to bring
about the unity of mankind, world peace, and world order.
To achieve this goa! while reflecting the basic purpose of
human life—which for Baha'is is, in essence, to know and
to worship God, and to carry forward an ever-advancing
civilization—the Baha'i world community has continually
encouraged the fulfilment of certain essential require-
ments. A few of these are:

1) The fostering of good character and the develop-
ment of spiritual qualities, such as honesty, trustworthi-
ness, compassion, and justice. These are achieved
through prayer, meditation, and work done in the spirit
of service to hurmanity —all expressions, for Bahd'is, of
the worship of God.

2) The eradication of prejudices of race, creed, class,
nationality, and sex. In pursuance of the Baha'i princi-
ple of the organic oneness of humanity, Baha'i com-
munities have gained considerable experience in elim-
inating all forms of discrimination.

3) The systematic elimination of all forms of supersti-
tion hampering human progress, and the achievement
of a balance between the material and spiritual aspects
of life. Both tasks rest on an understanding of the prin-
ciples of an unfettered search for truth, and of the
harmony of science and religion as two facets of truth.

4) The development of the unique talents and abilities
of every individual through the pursuit of knowledge
and the acquisition of skills for the practice of atrade or
profession. This creates not only personal satisfaction,
but also the enrichment of society as a whole.

5) The full participation of both sexes in all aspects of
community life, including the elective and administra-
tive processes and decision-making. This stance fos-
ters implementation of the Baha'i principle of equal op-
portunities, rights, and-privileges for men and women.

6) The fostering of the principle of universal compuisory
education. Bah4'i communities are beginning to estab-
lish primary and secondary schools, open to people of
all backgrounds, in places where educational facilities
are not available, as well as aduit education programs in
basic literacy and community development. At present
there are 133 Bah&'i schools and institutes.

Bahé&'i Laws

Besides spiritual laws requiring daily prayer and an annual
period of fasting, the Baha'i Faith has social laws. It re-
quires monogamy, for instance, and makes marriage con-
ditional on the consent of both parties and their parents.
Divorce is discouraged in the Baha'i community, and
Baha'i law reguires a year of trial separation, after which, if
differences cannot be resolved, divorce is permissible.
Baha'i law also prohibits the use of alcoholic drinks and
narcotics.

Non-Partisan Character

The Baha'l Faith is not aligned with any government or
political party. While they may accept non-partisan gov-
ernment posts and appointments, Baha'is may not be a
member of any political party or the partisan of any political
faction or ideology. Baha'is, both individually and collec-
tively, are enjoined to obey the laws of their respective
states and the authority of the legally constituted govern-
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ments under which they live. Without regard for political
affiliation, Bahd&'is may vote in general elections and par-
ticipate in the ordinary civic life of their community. The in-
stitutions and programs of the Baha'i Faith are supported ex-
clusively by voluntary contributions from its own members.

Bah4’i Administrative Order

Free from any form of ecclesiasticism, having neither
priesthood nor manmade ritual, and forbidding asceti-
cism, monasticism, and mendicancy, the Baha'i Faith re-
lies on a pattern of local, national, and international ad-
ministration, created by Baha'u'llah, elaborated by
‘Abdu’l-Bahd, and implemented by Shoghi Effendi. Each
locality, for instance, of nine or more adult Baha'is, elects
each year a council—a Local Spiritual Assembly. At
present, there are over 25,500 assembilies throughout the
world.

National Spiritual Assemblies are also elected annually by
previously elected delegates who come together in a na-
tional convention. There are over 130 Nationai Spiritual
Assemblies. Once every five years, at an international
convention, these assemblies gather to elect the Universal
House of Justice, the supreme institution of the Baha'i
Faith. All Baha'i elections take place by secret ballot, with
no nominations or electioneering.

Appointive institutions also exist in the Baha'i international
Community. Among them are the Hands of the Cause of
God and the Continental Board of Counsellors, who are
assisted in their work by Auxiliary Boards. Their functions
are educative and center on teaching the Baha'i Faith and
protecting the community.

Houses of Worship

The central position of prayer and meditation in Baha'i
individual and community life places emphasis on houses
of worship in villages, towns, and cities. At present,
Houses of Worship exist in Wilmette, |llinois, U.S.A.; Frank-
furt-am-Main, West Germany; Kampala, Uganda; Sydney,
Australia; Panama City, Panama, and pians are under way
for the construction of buildings in India and Samoa. Serv-
ices of worship consist of the recitation of the scriptures of
all religions and "a capeila” music. Eventually, each local-
ity will have its own place of worship, which will be en-
larged and deveioped to servce as the seat around which
the scientific, educational, humanitarian, and administra-
tive institutions of the Baha'i community revolve.

Relationship to the

United Nations

The Baha'i International Community is accredited in con-
sultative status with the United Nations Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC) and with the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF). It is also affiliated with the
United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and with the
U.N. Office of Public Information. It has representatives

with the United Nations in New York, Geneva, and Nairobi,
as well as a special representative for the continent of
Africa. The relationship of the Baha'i International Com-
munity with the United Nations dates from 1948.

In its work with the United Nations, the Bahd'i International
Community has participated in meetings of U.N. bodies
concerned with issues of human rights, social develop-
ment, the status of women, the environment, human set-
tlements, worid food, science and technology, population,
the law of the sea, crime prevention, narcotic drugs, youth,
children, the family, disarmament, and the United Nations
University. It has furnished information, submitted state-
ments, and published brochures on most of these sub-
jects. It has taken part in United Nations years, in world
conferences and congresses, and in regional confer-
ences and seminars concerned with the socio-economic
problems of our planet.

Baha'i History

The Bahd'i Faith was founded in Persia (Iran) by Mirza
Husayn-‘Ali (1817-1892), known as Bah4'u'llah, the “Glory
of God.” The word "Baha'i” derives from baha ("glory” or
“splendor”) and means a follower of Bahd'u'llah. The
Baha'i Faith is intimately linked with the Babi Faith,
founded in 1844 by Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad (1819-1850),
known as the Bab or “Gate." The Bab announced that He
was not only the founder of an independent religion, but
the herald of a new and far greater prophet or messenger
of God, Who would usher in an age of peace for all man-
kind. In 1863, Bah4'u'liah declared that He was the one
prophesied by the Bab.

Baha'u'tlah was exiled from !ran to various places within
the Ottoman Empire, and in 1868 was sent as a prisoner to
the fortress city of ‘Akka in the Holy Land, in the vicinity of
which He passed away in 1892. In His will, He appointed
His eldest son, ‘Abdu’l-Baha (1844-1921), to succeed Him
in leading the Baha'i community and in interpreting the
Baha'i Writings. ‘Abdu'l-Baha in turn appointed His eldest
grandson, Shoghi Effendi (1896-1957), as His successor,
the Guardian of the Cause and authorized interpreter of
the Baha'i teachings. Today, the affairs of the Baha'i world
community are administered by the Universal House ot
Justice, the supreme elected council of the Baha'i Faith.

Bahéa’i World Center

The Baha'i World Center is in the Holy Land. From the time
of Baha'u'llah's exile to 'Akka, then part of the Ottoman
Empire, that World Center has been established in the two
cities of ‘Akka and Haifa. The Bah4'i Holy Places in those
two cities consist of the Shrines of the Founders of the
Faith—the Bab and Bah4'ullah—and historic sites as-
sociated with Them. It was Baha'u'llah Who instructed that
the World Center of His Faith should be in the neighbor-
hood of these Shrines.

U.S. Bahq'i Office of Public Affairs May 1981
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Mr.Chairman, l.embers of the Human Services Commis-
sion, thank you for the oppnortunity to testify today.

My name 1s Richard lNereness. I am a school teacher
in the Helena 3chool System and am the chairman of the
Local Spirituazl Assembly of the Baha'is of Helena,
tlontana. I am here as a representative of the Baha'is
in the 3tate of li>ntana.

I am a2lso here to anpeel for your support of House
Concurrent Resolution #6 asking the State of Liontana to
request the President and Congress of the United States
to continue their efforts to halt the persecution and
severe repression of the Bzha'is in Iran. There alrea-
dy exists precedent for this appeel. The 98th Congress
of the United States nassed Concurrent Resolution 226
sponsored by Congressman John Porter and co-sponsored
by 138 congressmen. It was subsequently passed unanim-
ously by the United States Senate on June 15, 1984.

A copy of this resolution is available before you.
There is elso before you a jpacket of informetion which
contains copies of articles from Liontana and other
papers the most recent of which appeared in the Decem-~
ber 20th, 1984 Indevendent Record. In addition there
is our most recently updated chronology, & fact sheet,
and the essentials of my telk today. It is our hope
that this information along with any answers I may
orovide today will guide you in your considerations
regarding Resolution }6,

Briefly, the Bsha'i Faith was founded in Persia
and incorporates the basic tenets of all organized
religions, It emphasises the unity of mankind, world
neace, world order, the social equality of =1l peonle,

pacifism, and tolerance.

-13-



Richard 3chifter, U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations Humen Rights Commission stated in llovember 1924
that "if any set of human rights violations in the world
today cries to high heaven, this one surely is 1t." In
contrast to cases in which renressive goverrments act
agaeinst their political enemies he said, '"murder an
torture zre practiced by the Government of Iran against
& friendly, kxindhearted =nd totally pezsceful groupn"
whose religion "teaches them not to involve themselves
in »nolitics, but to accent whetever laws and rules =a
government might lay down."

The Bghe'i Faith is regarded es & heresy by Iran's
clericel rulers. The Islamic rulers cannot recognize
the Doha'l Faith as a religion beczuse of the Islanic
belief tnat .L.uhammad was "The 3eal", and last of the
nronhets., Consequently, they believe no »ronhet of
comparable stature with lluhammad would apnear. This

mekes 1t imrossible from thelr »noint of view for sub-

secuent revelation to occur, and the Szha'is are there-
fore hereticzl.

The Zcha'is in Iran have oveen nersecute
incertion of their feith in 1844, Ian 1
20,000 believers were xilled in

to eliminate its adherents. Histo
n

attemnts to still the movement 1 he years

under Shew Pavlevi were relatively cuiet with occas-
ional executions instigated for the most nart by Iran's
Mullas. However, since the Islamic regime uncer .ya-
tolla Khomeini came to power in 12792, the 3zho'is secur-
ity has rapidly deteriorated.
The 300,000 member Buhe'l community there (Iran's
1

largest religious minority) has been increasing
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executed., Of the more than 1000 errested, over 750
are still currently imprisoned without trial or charges.
In December 1984, State Denartment snokesman John
Hushes released renorts that nine more Ireanian Baha'is
had died in Irenien prisons: six were executed in
Tehran on December 9, and 3 others had died in Tebriz
in November. In addition the report stated that 19
others are under death sentences. 4side from this
recent atrocity an example of & typical humiliating
treatment related to a xilling is represented by a
woman who lost her husband in June of 1983. After
shooting her husband the cuthorities demanded that
she »nay for the cost of the bullets in the execution.
On enother occcsion three teenaged girls were
hanged, their only crime being their refusal to recant
their feith, President Resgan had apnealed to the
Irenian suthorities »nrior to their executions. He
stated, "These individuels are not guilty of any »ol-
iticel offense or crime, they have not »lotted the
overthrow of the regime, and they cre not restonsible
for the deaths of anyone. They only wish to live in
accordanrce with the dictates of their own consciences,
I strongly urge other world leaders to join me 1in an

the rezt of Iren's

o))

anpeal to the Ayetolla Khomeini an
leadershin not to implement the sentences that have

been »ronounced on these innocent »eople."

r)

Lesser crimes also are nernetrated agcinst the
Beha'is. Children are exnelied from schools, Beha'isz
are fired from their jobs; nronperty, livestock, bank
accounts, farms and businesses are confiscated by the
government., 3aha'li holy r»roperties and shrines have
been destroyed, and even cemeteries have been attacked
and bodies exhumed and the remains scattered. Jvery
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avenue of life has been attecked by this oppressive
regime to the end that the continued existence of
every Bsha'i in Iran is in grave peril. Zut there
exists & greater crime, the most insidious crime, =a
legal crine,.

Recently, on 8/29/83, the Prosecutor Generzl of
Iran, Seyyed Hoseyn lLiusavi Tabrizi banned all 3Beha'i
activity as & "criminal act". This means that Beha'ils
cannot meet in grouns to practice their Faith. They
cennot hold regular 19 dey feasts, or meet to prey,
or conduct children's classes among other activities,
nor can their elected reopresentatives meet to guide
the affeirs of communities both on a locel and a nat-
ional level, This edict establishes the "legel" grounds
for mess arrests ant enebles Iran's religious leaders

t what smounts to religious genocicde

‘,Jo

to legclly comm

T e k1 AT 7+~ ol S~ « s
of the Zgha'i community. 3eha'is cre now enemies of

the stzte accus

N

d
When this edi
B

ASsenbly of the 0 ed the
action, but they acguiesced to the law of the cuthor-
ities. In @ nleintive voice they =sked for example,

in response to the charge that Bzhe'is were among other
things snieg, "ihat is the mission of this extrzordin-
axry nunber of spies? What inforustion do they obtzin
and from what sources? ‘hither do they relate it and
for what purpose? hat kind of 'spy' is an eighty-
five-year old men from Yazd who has never set foot
outside his villege?" 3Systematically, logicelly, with
overwhelming evidence, their resnonse to the edict
demonstrated the fzlsehood of the accusations hurled

cpainst the Baha'is by the Persecutor General. Then,
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in an unprecedented action, the National Spiritual
Assembly announced "the suspension of the 3ana'i or-
ganizations throughout Iran" 1in order to establish
its good intentions in conformity with 2 basic 3cgha'i
tenet recuiring complete obedience to the instructions
of the government. Todey the National 3piritusl Assem-
bly and a1l loccl spiritual assemblies zre disbanded.
This ecict has made it legelly impossible for 3:zha'is
to exist. It was hoped that the government of Iran
would reciprocate and show some good intentions; how-
ever, their tursuit of the gosl of extirrsating the
Zeha'is hes intensified. Between the two year neriod
from lay 1882 to llgy 1884, the number of crrests in-
creased five-Iold over »nrevious arrests doting fronm
1979. Pressure from the government is intensifying.
Iren's atteck on the Brha'is has drawn protests

~T

of the United lotions Human Rizghts Commission, The
suropean Parliement, the narliaments of Ca
Britain, Australis, cnd JWest Germany, amnesty Internat-
ional, The United States Congress, 21 state legislatures
end the pnresident of the United States.

Although the »rotests have not brougcht a halt
to the persecutions in Iran, it 1s our nope that they
have served to slow their mounting intensification.
We velieve that world wide awareness will deter the
government of Iran. We believe it i1s more difficult
for a government, which necessarily must co-exist with
other governments, to murder and torture when it knows
the rest of the world is wetching Therefore we must
orotest. /e cannot allow torture, that heineous act

)

of inhumanity, to become & regular festure of vhat

sasses for Jjudiciel »rocess in Ircn toda;
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The voice of the Iranian Bgha'l Cormmunity has been
stilled. Through the thick wells of the dungeons and
across the seas the world hears only the muffled groans
of those whose todies are tortured and mangled. e
the imerican Ezhe'is rnust become their voice and slert
the worla.

3 1 Tm

The neonle and the government of the Uznited States

It

)

1d

o’

ommitment to decency, tolerznce, and

" Ca

‘,J'
+

have an ¢ 1

religious freedom. Tarough their elected representa-

tives, they have already exrressed their sense of out-

rege at the nersecutions of the Bzgha'is in Ircn. e
p

e e 49th session of the llontana State Legislature
1

H

4

th
reinforce the existing support for the onnressed
is gnd rzice their voice in Jdefense of the most

fundemental rights of an opnpressed minority.
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CHURONOLOSY OF PERSECTTTICN OF BAHA'IS IN IRAN

1979

# FKhomeini Revolution allowed Shiite Moslem leaders to unleash p-rse-
cutions of Baha'i "heretics."

# Baha'i Falth was not recognized b new regime, unleashing fresh
persecutions.

% 300 homes were looted, burned and destroyed.

* (Clinic belonging to Baha'l doctors was dynamited.

% Baha'i centers were demolished and razed to the ground.
% TIndividnals and families were beaten.

% Baha'is were dragged to mosques in efforts to force them to recant
their faith.

% September 10: House of Bab, holiest Baha'i Schrine in Iran, was
demolished.

* Sevtember 19: ',S, Baha'is express thanks to Swiss Protestants
for confirming persecution in Iran ani calling on T",N, and third
world press to act,

% Yundreds of Baha'is were dismissed from government departments and
denied the right to work.

* Retired Fahe'il government employees were denled pensions.

1980

% Ayatollah Sadugi called on Baha'is in government departments to be
identified, removed and handed over to revolutionary courts.

% Baha'i teachers under the Ministry of Education were dismissed.
# Baha'il marriages were declared invalid and labeled prostitntion.

% Newly born babies from Raha'i families were not issued birth certifi-
cates.

% (Confiscation of Beha'i holy places.

% (Confiscation of companies owned by Baha'ls,

i



1920 continuned

* Baha'i hosvital was confiscated and interned elderly Basha'i patients
were thrown out.

% 27 vrominent Baha'is in Tehran, Tabriz, Kirman, Shiraz and Yazd
were arrested.

% FElderly Baha'i in Birjand was savagely killed because he refused
to recant his Faith.

* TFour Baha'is were tried by a revolutionary court and execnted, based
upon mere "confession™ to being a Baha'i.

¥ July 13: The chairman of the local Baha'i group in Tabriz and a
well-known local doctor (Mr, Yadullah Astani and Dr, Faramarz
Samandari) were charged with being Baha'is and executed,

* September 8: Seven Baha'is in Yazd, central Iran, were executed,
The bodies of the executed prisoners were dumped on the ground
adjacent to a Zoroastrian cemetery,

% Raha'i in Tabriz execnted.

% Baha'i couple in village of Nuk, near Rirjand, were burned to
death by a local mob,

1921

% January 15: Professor Manuchehr Hekim, ontstanding physician,
edncator, humanitarian, recipient of the French Legion of Honor,
and a Baha'i, was assassinated; his property subsequently confisc-
ated by order of a revolutionary court

# March 16: Two Bsha'is were execnted in Shiraz; both men were members
of the local Baha'i governing body; among the specific charges against
these men were teaching the Baha'i Faith and membership in Baha'i
institntions; both the verdict and the sentence of the locel Revol-
utionary court are upheld by the High Court of Justice in Tehran,

# April 30: Three Baha'is were executed in Shiraz; all three men

were members of Baha'i institutions; their charges include
teaching the Baha'i Faith and membership in Beha'l institntions.

i,



1981 Continued

»

June: The Iranian government announces its plans to completely
obliterate the site of the House of the Rab, the holiest Baha'i
shrine in Iran, and a place of world pilgrimage, A road and
public sguare are constructed in its place, All of the Baha'i
properties surrounding the site are confiscated by Iranian
authorities,

June 14: Seven Baha'i leaders were executed in Hamaden,

June 16: The Baha'is of the "nited States addressed an appesl
to Dr. Kurt Waldheim, Secretary General of the Tnited Nations,
to send a representative to Iran to investigate the condition
of the persecuted Baha'l community and to take steps to
alleviate the plight of its members,

June 22: Three Baha'i leaders were executed in Tehran, Mr, Buzurg
Alavian, Mr. Hashim Farnush, and Mr, Farhang Mavaddat.

June 23: Four Baha'l leaders were executed in Tehran, Dr, Mashi
Farhangi, Mr. Radi'ullah Farid, Mr, Yadu'llah Puftchi, and
Mr, Varga Tibyaniyan,

July: Baha'is in rural villages around Tehran, Isfahan, and
Mashad were terrorized with summary arrests, confiscation

of personal voroperty, and kidnapping; several hundred were forced
to flee their homes and take refuge in larger pooulation

centers.

July 26: Two prominent Baha'is were executed by firing spuad
in the village of Kashmar, Khorasan.

July: Thirtyv-one Baha'i men from Eskandzri, outside Isfahan,
were driven to a mosgue and forced to deny their religion,

July: Two teenace Raha'i students from the villages of Musa-
abad and "rumiyrih were abducted from their schools by Moslem
religious instructors who claimed that the two girls converted
to Islam; the children have not been seen by their parents since
their kidnepping,

July 22: Nine Baha'is were executed in Tabriz; seven of the
execnted men were members of the local Paha'i administrative

body of Tabriz; one was the member of = speclal board devoted to
teaching and protecting the religion.

Aveusts 117 Baha'is in Yazd had all their financiel assets
frozen by anthorities,



1981 Continued

»

August 15: 150 Bsha'is in Yazd were ordered to report to author-
ities for trial; authorities announced their intention to issue
"in absentia" decrees for any Baha'i failing to present himself,

Aupust: Campaign of intimidation against Bsha'is in villages
continued: in Manshad, authorities confiscated furniture, croos,
and livestock of Beaha'l villagers; in Masjid-Sulayman, authorities
asked banks for detailed list of financial assets of local Baha'is;
in Hemmat-Abad, wives of Baha'is, who were forced to flee their
homes after a wave of persecution there, were threatened with
grave repercussions if their hushands failed to present them-
selves to authorities,

December 27: Eight members of Iran's Baha'i National Assembly,
the national governing body of Iran's Baha'l commnity,

were secretlv executed by government officisls, No charges
were made, no trials were held and none of the victimg!
families was notified of the killings, Five of the bodies were
subsegnently found in the "infidele® section of & Muslem
cemetery.

1982

Jannmary 7: Six of the nine members of the loc=1 Baha'i governing
body of Tehran were secretly execnted by Iranian authorities on
January 4, 1982,

May 3: Two members of the local Baha'i assembly in "ruymivvih,
were execnted by firing squad.

Mav 8 Two men and a woman, local Raha'i assembly members in
Karaj, were executed by firing squad.

July 12: Five Bzha'ls were executed by firing sguad. Four of
them were killed in Qazvin and one in Shiraz,

July 12: Mr. Manuchihr Vafa'i was mirdered at his nome in Tehran,
A note pinned to his body stated that he had been killed becomnse
he refused to abandon his Baha'l beliefs,

July 17: Seventeen Governments made a joint formal representation
to the Iranian Government in Tehran, protesting its treatment of
the Baha'is.

August: Mr, '41i Na'imiyan, prominent Baha'i leader, was summarily
execnted in "rwiyrih on August 11, after being held in prison
without charges for one year,



1982 Continued

»

August: Fifty Baha'i villagers in Saysan were subjected to violence
and abuse for sixteen days and were finally forced to sign pre-
pared documents of recantation., Following their release, they

wrote letters of complaint to the Government, with copies to the
newspapers that had given publicity to their alleged recantations,
affirming that they were Baha'is and that they had signed the docum-
ents under duress, They received no response from the authorities
and the newsoapers declined to publish their letters,

September: The ™nited Nations Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis-
crimination and Protection of Minorities expressed its concern

at the continuing human rights violations in Iran, and determined
that the situation merited the continued scrutiny of the human
rights organs of the "nited Nations,

September: Five Baha'is were condemned to death by the Islamic
Revolutionary Court of Shiraz on September 23, Before passing
sentence, the judge offered all five their lives if they would
agree to recant their faith and embrace Islem, All five refused.
(Three were later exeented).

"It is absolutelv certain that in the Islamie
Reoublic of Iran there is no nlace whatsoever
for Pgha'is and Raha'ism,

"Before it is too late, the Raha'is should re-
cant Baha'ism, which is condemmed by reason and
logic., Otherwise, the dav will soon come when
the Islamic nation will deal with them in
accordance with its religious obligstions, like
it has dealt with other hypocrites who have
appeared in more dangerous garb and have
religions and satanic gatherings"., (President
of the Revolutionary Court of Shirez),

October: Start of mass arrests of Bzha'is in Shiraz., The &arrests
continued throughout October and November, by which time over 80
Baha'is were being held withowt charges in Shiraz Prison,

October: Eaha'l prisoners in Shiraz were beaten deprived of their
prayer books and ordered to recite only Muslim prayers.



1982 Continued

* November: Mr, Habibu'llah Awji and Mr,. Ziya'u'llah Ahrari were
summarily executed in Shiraz on November 16 amd 21 respectively,
(Both had been condemned to death on September 23 after refusing
to recant their faith),

* November: At the 37th session of the ™ited Nations General
Assembly, many of the Governments expressed their grave anxiety
over the human rights situationid Tran and referred specifically
to the religions persecution of the Baha's,

% December: Fanatical mobs in Qumsar, near Kashan, harassed Baha'is
and set fire to Raha'l properties.

% December 27: Sixteen Governments -~ the ten Member States of the
European Community, together with Anstralia, Austria, Norway,
Portugal, Sweden and Switzerland —— made a Joint formal representa-
tion to the Iranian Government in Tehran, once again protesting
its treatment of the RBaha'i minority.

1983

¥ January 3: The third of five Raha'is previously sentenced to
death in Shiraz, Iran in September of last year was executed,

* January 10: Mrs Guldanih 'Alipur, a woman of .about 60, was
attacked by a fanatical mob, who strangled her and burned her
body. The incident took place in a remote village in the
Sari district of Mazindaran Province,

* February 15: Twenty-two Baha'is sentenced to death in Shiraz,
Iran,

% March 10: The "nited Nations Commission on Human Rights, in its
resolution, expressed its "profound concern" at the continuing
grave violations of human rights in Iran, During debates in the
Commission, specific appeals were made to the Government of Iran
to spare the lives of the twenty-two condemned Baha'is,

% March 12: For refusing to deny their religion, a Rzha'i woman
was hanged in Shiraz, Iran, together with two Baha'i men,

#* April 29: All nine members of the local Basha'!l administrative
council of Zahidan were summarilv arrested.

-6~
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Mav 1: Two Baha'i men, who had been held in orison in Isfahan
for six months, were taken to Tehran and summarily executed.

May 5: Mayor of New York, Ed Koch, receives seven members of the
New York Baha'il comminity at City Hall to condemn the persecution
of Bsha'is in Iran,

May 21: President Reagan expressed the Mnited States' alarm

and dismay at the religious persecution of the Baha'is in Iran
and apvealed to the Ir anian leesdership to spare the lives of the
Baha'is condemned to death in Iran,

Mav 25: The leading Iranian daily newspaper recently reported
that 472 Iran 0il Ministry employees were "dismiss~d from
government service for 1ife” because of "membership in the mis-
guided group of Baha'ism which, according to the unanimous
verdict of Muslims, is & heretical sect",

June 16: Six Paha'i men, ranging in age from 23 to 60, were
hanged in Shiraz.

June 18: Ten Baha'i women, including three teenage girls, were
hanged in Shiraz., The ten were snbjected to a long interrogation
after which they were further pressured to recent their religion
and accept Islam, When they refused to do so, they were con-
demned to death without treal, The executions were carried out
late at night without orior warning to the family of the victims,

June 29-30: Two prominent members of the Baha'i National Spiritunal
Assembly were kidnanped in Tehran, The authorities have denied

all knowledge of their abduction and their whereabouts and fate
remain unknown.

June : Approximately 130 Baha'i residents of the village of
Ival near Sari, Mazindaran Province, were seized and forecibly
detained in a walled-in open field., The Baha'l captives -- who
included women and children -- were held for three days without
food and water while intense oressure was put upon them to recant
their faith and embrace Islam.

June 30: Iranian authorities hanged another Baha'i in Shiraz,
raising to 17 the number of Baha'is hanged there in the last two
weeks,
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*

July 1: The 130 Baha'i captives were allowed to return to their
homes in Ival village, That same night, however, they were attacked
and forced to take refuge in a nearby forest,

July 7: The European Parliament excressed its "consternation®
at the recent executions in Shiraz (which it described as "the
product of unspeakable fanaticism"), and firmly condemned the
Iranian Government's claim that the Baha'i Faith was a political
group. C

Augnst 2: Seventeen more Baha'is were detained by authorities in
Iran, brirging to 39 the number of Baha'is imprisoned in the last
three weeks of July. Cn July 28, two Baha'is in Tehran and fifteen
in the suburb of Karaj were taken into custody.

August 16: Twenty-four more Baha'is, including 10 women, were
imprisoned in Iran between August 3 and August 5. It is not
known if there were any charges in this latest wave of arrests.

August 29: Iran's Revolutionary Prosecutor General issued an
order that effectively banned all Baha'i religious activity,

and provided the legal foundation on which virtually all members
of the faith could be charged with crimes in Iran, "This is more
than simply religious persecution. It is an attempt by the
Iranian regime to criminalize an entire faith —- a situation
without parallel anywhere in the world", declared Dr. Firmz
Kazemzadeh, elected secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly
of the Baha'ls of the 7,8,

Sevtember 3: The National Soirituwal Assembly of the Baha'is

of Iran circulated an open letter to some 2,000 government officials
and prominent personages in Iran accepting the government decree
that Baha'i religims organizations were illegal and participation
in them was a eriminal act,

November: Despite their acceptance of the government decree, at
least 250 Iranien Baha'is have been arrested since November 1,
1983, Most were elected leaders of the 400 local assemblies
which directed the zctivities of the faith, which has no clergy.
Three more Paha'is have been killed (bringing the total documented
executions to 160 since the Islamic fundamentalist regime took
power) .,

8=
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1984

January 15: At least 550 Baha'is were known to be in prison with-
out charges or trial, One Raha'i villazer was attacked and killed
by a mob.

April: A total of 700 Baha'is are in prison without charges

or trial.

Reliable information was received thet some prisoners are being
tortured with the object of forcing recantation of the Baha'i
Faith and confession of false charges.

Four Bsha'is were executed,

Two Baha'is died in vrison under mysterious circumstances,

May: A total of 703 Baha'is are in prison.

Tortures intensified for imprisoned BRaha'is,

Four Paha'lis were execnted.

Discovery of the body of a member of the now-dissolved national
governing body of the Baha'i Faith in Iran, This man was kidnapped
in June 1923, he had been confined, tortured and execnted in a
state rrison, It is feared that the other 15 Baha'is who disapveared
may well have shared his fate,

T™nited State House of Representatives unenimously passed a
resolution deploring the versecntions of the Paha'is in Iran and
calling on the president to work with other governments to relieve the
plight of the 300,000 Baha'is in Iran. In congressional test=-
imony, Assistant Secretary of State Elliot Abrems cited Iran's
religious persecution of the Baha'is as "one of the worst" human
richts violations in the world, "sickeningly, reminiscent of

Nezi Germany's treatment of the German Jews before the Holoecast",
"nited Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) voted to
appoint a representative assigned to make a thorough study of

the human rights sitwation in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The
decision wes adopted by 29 votes in favor, 2 against and 14
abstentions,

June: The ™mited States Senate unanimously adopted a resolution
identical to the one passed by the .S, House of Representatives

on May 22,

Senator John Heinz (R-Ps) said that Senate action "can send a clear
signal directly to the Iranian regime that we condemn these ont-
rageons violations of internationally accepted standards of basic
human rights",

Tortures continue for imprisoned Baha'is,

Ausust: A respite of several weeks of no Baha'i killings in Iran
ended with the execution of a 52 year old pharmacist,



November 9: It was learned on this date that five more Baha'is
have died, three by execution, two by prolonged and severe
torture, Killed by hanging were Ahmed Bashiri and Yunis Nawruzi,
Details of Firuz Purdil's execution are still unknown, Shapur
Markazi and Aminullah Qurbanpur died in prison under suspicious
circumstances after suffering repeated torture, the effects

of which blinded Markazi.

December 9: The follpwing is the text of the statement issued
by State Department Spokesman John Hughes at the Department's
daily briefing, December 19, 1984:

"According to recent reports, nine more Baha'is imprisoned
by the Khomeini regime have died in Jranian prisons, 8Six
were executed in Tehran on December 9, Three died in Tabriz
in November (although word of their deaths has just now been
received): one executed by hanging, two dead of unknown
causes but likelv victims of torture, We nunderstand that 19
Baha'is remain under death gentence in Iran,n

"It is particularly poignant that Iran's latest executions
of Baha'is occurred on the very eve of Human Rights Day,
whith commemorates the adootion by the Mnited Nations of the
Tniversal Declaration of Human Rights, ..."

=10=
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EXHIBIT 4 :
January 11, 1985

MONTANA CENTRAL TUMOR REGISTRY
TESTIMONY -- JANUARY 11, 1985

Chairman Keenan, Members of the Committee, my name is Carol Snyder.

I am the program supervisor for the Montana Central Tumor Registry.

Since 1981, cancer has been a reportable disease by law. Only
hospitals have been required to report. House Bill 113 would
provide for cancer reporting from independent clinical

laboratories in addition to hospitals.

Currently, cancer reporting is done only for those cancer patients
who are admitted to hospitals. This means that the Central
‘Registry is missing reports for cancer patients diagnosed by
‘clinical laborat&ries and treated elsewhere, such as physicians’

offices.

This bill would help the Central Registry to obtain more complete,
reliable statistics for cancer in Montana and would further the
objective of a valid population-based cancer registry for the

state.
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EXHIBIT 5
January 11, 1985

-
Testimony re HB 113
Madam Chairman -
I am Dr. Sidney Pratt, Chief, Clinical Services Bureau, Health
Services and Medical Facilities Division, Department of Health and
Environmental Sciences.
The Montana Central Tumor Registry Program is assigned
administratively to my bureau.
I am here merely to be placed on record in support of HB 113.
Thank you
-



EXHIBIT 6
January 11, 1985

Testimony related to a bill for an act entitled: "An act to generally revise
and update the laws relating to tuberculosis control; allowing enforcement of
tuberculosis treatment outside of the hospital; and providing an immediate

effective date.”

Chairman Keenan, members of the committee; I am Judith Gedrose, State
Epidemiologist and coordinator for communicable disease control activities from

Montana State Department of Health and Environmental Sciences.

The statute that now exists related to tuberculosis control appears to give
precedence to ir-hospital care for tuberculosfs patients. The majority of
tuberculosis care today is done on an outpatient basis. Laurance Farer, M.D.,
Director of Centers for Disease Control, Division of Tuberculosis Control has
stated, "There is absolutely no reason a case should be hospitalized to receive
medication for tuberculosis. To put someone in the hospital at $200 per day to

take $1 worth of drugs is not cost effective."

Adequate tuberculosis treatment requires at least nine months of therapy with
special medications. The change requested to eliminate the term "communicable
state" is to clarify the need for health care providers to follow a patient for
the whole course of treatment. A person can become non-communicable within two
to three weeks of beginning treatment but if the treatment is not followed

carefully or for the prescribed time period, the patient will not stay



non-infectious. To ensure the chain of infection is broken, each patient should
be followed from diagnosis until completion of therapy. In Section 2 of the
bill, the definition of "tuberculosis" is expanded. A person may not have
"tuberculosis lesions" but still have the organism present in his respiratory
tract and be capable of transmitting it to others. Those with lesions are
probably more infectious than those without, but there is a potential for spread

whenever a person has tuberculosis disease.

The change in Section 3 would be to expand the Department's powers and duties to
adopt rules for control of tuberculosis. There is Tittle value in setting forth
rigid standards for diagnosis if there is not also provision for acceptable ways
to treat the disease. Much research has gone into the most effective treatment
for tuberculosis. If the treatment is done with less than effective methods,
the patient will continue to be a potential spreader of the disease. The
Centers for Disease Control and the American Academy of Chest Physicians
standards are widely accepted and followed. These are the standards the
Department now recommends and would be adopted in the rule making. Changes in
Sections 5, 6, 7, and 9 relate to supporting the Department's rule making

authority for setting treatment standards.

Tuberculosis certainly is not the dreaded disease of past years, yet the
organism is present in persons infected in past years and will therefore be in
the environment and able to cause new infections for some time to come.
Tuberculosis is a disease that can be controlled with careful scrutiny. The
changes being requested in the statute related to tuberculosis control will

clarify the role of both the State and local health departments in providing



continued follow-up of persons infected and diseased to prevent transmission to

persons not infected.

1/9/85
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EXHIBIT 7
January 11, 1985

-
WITNESS STATEMENT

=1 - I -
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, /
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Bill No. f% J]? }L)O é Oppose

Amend

AFTER TESTIFYING, PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.
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EXHIBIT 8
Januaryv 11,

49th Legislature LC 501
STATEMENT OF INTENT

HOUSE BILL NO., 119

A statement of intent is required for House Bill 119 because
it adds authority to adopt rules concerning control of
tuberculosis to the current authority of the department of health
and environmental sciences in section 50-17-103, MCA, to adopt
rules to determine whether tuberculosis exists.

The object of the specific chapter relating to tuberculosis
(Title 50, chapter 17, MCA) has always been control of the
disease, though the section in that chapter granting the
department rulemaking authority only grants DHES the power to set
standards for determining the existence of TB. However, since
DHES has independent authority to adopt rules for control of any
communicable disease (section 50-1-202, MCA), a category
including tuberculosis, the department at present has rules in
force prescribing TB control measures. Adding authority to Title
50, chapter 17, for DHES to adopt tuberculosis control rules will
implement the primary purpose of that chapter and render the
rulemaking authority specific to tuberculosis consistent with
that granted for control of communicable diseases in general.

Therefore, it is the intent of the 1legislature that the
department of health and environmental sciences have express
rulemaking authority to adopt tuberculosis control rules setting

standards for effective outpatient, as well as inpatient,

1985

C



treatment of tuberculosis, necessary measures to prevent
transmission of the disease to others, and reporting to and/or

local health departments.
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