
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HUMAN SERVICES AND AGING COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

January 11, 1985 

The meeting of the Human Services and Aging Committee was called 
to order by Chairperson Nancy Keenan on January 11, 1985 at 3:00 
p.m. in Room 312-2 of the State Capitol building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO.6: Hearing commenced on House Joint 
Resolution No.6. Representative Jan Brown, District #46, sponsor 
of the bill, stated that a joint resolution of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives of the State of Montana, requesting the 
President and Congress of the United States needed to continue their 
efforts to halt the persecution and severe repression of the Baha'is 
in Iran. 

Proponent Richard Mereness, a member of the Bahi faith, presented 
a documentary on the persecution as displayed in Exhibits 1, 2 and 
3, attached herewith. Proponents Mary Craig and Bonnie Evans also 
indicated their support of this resolution. There were no opponents 
to this bill. Questions were raised by Representatives Wallin and 
Gould. 

There being no further discussion on House Joint Resolution No.6, 
the hearing was closed. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 113: Hearing commenced on House Bill No. 113. Rep­
resentative Joan Miles of District 45, sponsor of the bill, states 
that an act to require all laboratories to report cancer data to 
the Department of Health and Environmental Sciences should be 
required. 

Proponent Carol Snyder of the Montana Department of Health and 
Environmental Sciences and program supervisor of the Montana Cen­
tral Tumor Registry supported this bill as indicated in Exhibit 4. 
Dr. Sidney Pratts also of the Montana Department of Health and 
Environmental Sciences in the Clinical Services Bureau exhibited 
his support as shown in Exhibit 5. William E. Larry of the Montana 
Hospital Association also testified in support of House Bill 113. 
There being no opponents to this bill, questions were raised by 
Representatives Simon, Waldron and Campbell. There being no further 
discussion to House Bill No. 113, Chairperson Keenan closed the 
hearing .. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 119: Hearing commenced on House Bill No. 119. Rep­
resentative Joan Miles of District 45, also sponsored this bill. 
She states that an act to generally revise and update the laws 
relating to tuberculosis control; which would allow enforcement of 
tuberculosis treatment outside of a hospital was needed. 
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Proponent Judith Gedrose, a state epidemiologist and coordinator 
for communicable disease control activities from the Montana State 
Department of Health and Environmental Sciences was the only verbal 
proponent of this bill as indicated in Exhibit 6. A written pro­
ponent witness statement was also presented by Bonnie Evans of the 
Peace Legislative Coalition, Exhibit 7. There were no opponents to 
this bill. Joan Miles, sponsor, closed the discussion on this bill 
and questions were raised by Representatives Wallin and Campbell. 

There being no further discussion of House Bill No. 119, the hearing 
was closed by Chairperson Keenan. 

EXECUTIVE MEETING 

ACTION ON HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO.6: Representative Bergene made 
a motion that House Joint Resolution No. 6 DO PASS. Representative 
Darko seconded the motion and the bill was unanimously voted to 
DO PASS. 

i 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 113: Representative Cohen made a motion that 
House Bill No. 113 DO PASS. Representative Bradley seconded the moti~1 
and the bill was unanimously voted to DO PASS. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 119: Representative Gould made a motion that 
House Bill No. 119 DO PASS. The motion was seconded by Represen­
tative Waldron. Representative Gould made a motion that the bill 
contain a statement of intent as indicated in Exhibit 8, attached 
hereto and there was no further discussion. Representative Gould 
moved that the bill DO PASS and Representative Waldron seconded 
the motion and the bill was unanimously voted to DO PASS. 

Hearing on House Bill 49 will be discussed further in the Committee 
meeting of January 16, 1985. 

ADJOURN: There being no further business before the Committee, the 
meeting was adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 

~;~~ 
NANCY ~ENAN' Chair 

J 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

January 11 g.s .................................................................... 19 .......... .. 

MR ............. ~~~.~ .............................. . 

We, your committee on ....... J~~~~ ... ~~~~~~9..~ ... AA4 .. :~9.~g:! .......................................................................... .. 

having had under consideration ..... .!.~~~.~.~ ... ~?;~~ ... ~~.~~~~~ . .;?~ .............................................. Bill No ..... ~ .......... . 

f=i=r-=s:....:t::=....-_____ reading copy ( \1111 to 
color 

Opposition to persecution of Baha'i:! in Iran 

Respectfully report as follows: That.. ...... )~~.~.~~ ... ~~.~~~ ... ~~~?~.~.!-:-:!:~~ .................................... Bill No ........ ? ....... .. 

DO PASS 

STATE PUB. co. Chairman. 
Helena, Mont. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

January 11 8S 
..................... : .............................................. 19 .......... .. 

MR Sneaker ................................................................. 

We your committee on Human 3ervic<!n and i\q.1n';r , ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ................................... ~~~~.~ .................................................................. Bill No ..... ~.~~ .... . 

first white _________ reading copy ( _____ ) 
color 

rtcquiring laboratorias to report canc~r data 

... , .., ., 
Respectfully report as follows: That ................................. ~~9.~~~.~ ............................................................. Bill No ... -::.~.:~ ....... . 

DO PASS 

.' .~ .................................................................................................... 
STATE PUB. CO. Chairman. 

Helena, Mont. 

rnAAAAITTr:r: c:r:rDr:TADV 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Januar', 11 as ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0'1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 19 ........... . 

MR ....... ~~~~~.:;-.................................... . 

We your committe liur2an Services and Aging , e on ........................................................................................................................................................ . 

having had under consideration ............................ :~~?~~.~ ....................................................................... Bill No ..... ~~? .... . 
first 

_________ reading copy ( white 
color 

TU contro~ revision 

Respectfully report as follows: That .............................. ~~;~~~~ ................................................................ Bill No ..... ~.~.~ .... .. 

DO PASS 

STA:rh":'I,EU'r OF' IH1':e~iT ATTAC!.i"EO 

(' I ' 'L 
\.J It 
\....-. 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

COMMITTEE ~EC:RFT ARY 

Chairman. 



EXHIBIT 1 
January 11, 1985 

splrttual assemblp of baba'is 
of bdena, montana 

January 11, 1985 

Supporting documentation and information on House Joint 

Resolution 6, presented to the ~ontana House of Repre­

sentatives Human Services Committee. 

CONT3NTS: 

United States Congress, concurrent Resolution 226 Page 1 

Some relevant magazine and newspaper articles Pages 2-10 

Brief explanation of Baha'i Faith Pages 11-12 

Prepared statement of Richard Mereness: 

General text of testimony Pages 13-18 

Chronology of persecutions of Baha'is in Iran Page 19 



H. CoD. Res. 226 A eed to June 15 1984 

Jl1intty,dghth o:ongre.s.s of the itnited ~tate.s of america 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

8.81''' "nd h.ld ,,' III. Ci':r of F".hi,."o" 0" Mond":r. ,h_ '''''':r.cltlrtl d":r "I J"" .. "".. 
",.. ,holUtUUl "i_ h .. n.dnd "nd -ifh':r10", 

ctoncurrrnc 'RtsolntiDn 
Whereas more than one hundred and filly membera of the Baha'i 

faith have been brutally uecuted by Iranian authorities IiDce the 
1979 Islamic revolution; 

Whereas many Baha'il in Iran have disappeared and othera have 
been IQrtured. peneeuted, and deprived of their fundamental 
righulQ pe.-.onal property and employment; 

Where .. an edict ilaued by Iran', ProeeculQr General on AllI\IIt 29, 
1983, h .. far-reaching implication. that threaten the lives of three 
hundred thollllUld Baha'il residing in Iran and plac:ee the future 
practice of Babe'ism in jeopardy by dismantling the adminiltra­
tive ,tructure of the Baha'i religion; and 

Where.. theee actiolll Cor the fU"llt time establiah an upressed 
national policy which lay. the legal foundation Cor Uecutiolll, 
arresta, the confUlCAtion of property. denial of jobl and penaiOIll, 
upulaion oC Baha'i children from IChoow, and other pre.UrM 
which may be brought IQ bear by Iranian authorities on the 
Baha'iI: Now, therefore. be it 
ResollJftl by tAr BOIIM of Rrpra_"tatiua (tM Stfl4te concurrill&). 

That the Congrees-
(1) holda the Government of Iran respon.ible Cor upholdini 

the rightl of all itl nationall, including the Baha'is; 
(2) condemII.I the recent decision taken by the Government of 

Iron IQ destroy the Baha'i faith by labeling as "criminal actI" 
all Baha'i teaching and organized religioUi activities, including 
the attemptl by Baha'il IQ elect their OW'D local and IlAtional 
lraden, to meet in auembliell, IQ communicate amoD( them­
.. Ivell. and IQ work for volunteer committee!!; and 

(3) call, upon the Presidcnt-
(A) IQ work with appropriate foreign governmentl and 

the alliell of the United State!! in formin" an appeallQ the 
Government of Iran conceruiDg the Saba iI; 

(B) IQ cooperate fully with the United Nation. in itl 
efTorti on behalf of the Baha'il and to lead auch efTorti 
whenever it iI pouible and appropriate to do .a: and 

(e) IQ provide, and urge othe,. IQ provide, Cor humani­
tarian usiltance Cor thoee Baha'il who nee Iran. 

SEC. 2. The Clerk oC the House oC Repreeentativee ,hall tran.mit a 
copy oC thil concurrent resolution IQ the President. 

Atte!!t: 

Attest: 

(COPTI 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1984 

The Darkness Called Iran 
Some of our most poignant letters are from Wil­

mette, Ill., headquarters of the Bahai faith. They 
bear the names of men, women and children kille< 
in Iran for "crimes against God." They recount a 
campaign to eliminate Iran's largest religious mi­
nority, 350,000 Bahais, whose nonviolent faith had 
its origins in Islam a century ago. They beg for con­
cern, especially at the United Nations. 

But the U.N. has no time for Iran's crimes. A 
few months ago, an Iranian exile gave delegates a 
list of 7,746 names, most of them leftists slain by the 
Ayatollah's firing squads. No one would sponsor a 
resolution. Third-world nations won't tum on a non­
aligned partner; Europeans, West and East, find it 
expedient to avoid quarrels with Iran. 

President Reagan has done the minimum by 
speaking out for the Bahais. Congress has passed a 

resolution. What speaks louder is the silence among 
so many who used to denounce the Shah as a tyrant 
and pleaded for patience when Ayatollah Khomeini 
replaced him five years ago. 

At that time, an article on the opposite page 
castigated the press for depicting the Ayatollah as a 
fanatic. Princeton's Prof. Richard Falk wrote that 
this "seems certainly and happily false." Indeed, 
the Ayatollah "may yet. provide us with a desper­
ately needed model of humane governance for a 
third-world country~" 

Iran is a dark place. Its economy is a shambles, 
its youth die in a holy war against Iraq. Its execu­
tioners are overworked, its despotic mullahs are ig­
norant of the world. But not too loud, please. Voices 
that might sway Iran - on the left and among the 
nonaligned - need to become audible. 

~ 1984 by the New York Times Company. Reprinted by permission. 
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Iranian treatment of Bahai 
is nothing sJwft of genocide 
Iran under the Ayatollah ¥1lomeinJ seems to rec- against but are officially tolerated - so detest­
ognize no limits in its "holy" war against all inf!- able in the sight of the fanatical mullahs who 
deIs, chief among them.the United States. rule in Tehran? Presumably because of their 

Its acts range trom the relatively unharmful kind 
- like making scathing speeches in the United 
Nations in violation of that body's rule against in­
sulting other members and publishing a postage 
stamp depicting the takeover of the U.S. Em­
bassy in Tehran ("the American spy den") - to 
sending children into battie, taking a hand in in­
ternational terrorism and, perhaps worst of all, 
persecuting its own minorities. 

According to Amnesty International, whose 
credentials are as good as any, at least 144 mem­
bers of the Bahai faith in Iran have been exe­
cuted or assassinated by the government or its 
agents. Their principal "crime?" Adherence to 
their faith, and their refusal to convert to Islam. 

"Last June, 16 Bahai women were hanged after 
they refused to recant and convert. Another 130 
were deposed - of their property, confined tor 
three days without food or water, then released 
to the fury of a mob. They escaped death only by 
hiding in a forest outside their village. Bahai 
leaders have· been "executed on trumped-up 
spying charges. Even children have been among 
those executed for what is officially condemned 
as heresy in Iran. 

And why are the Bahai - in contrast with other 
religions and sects, which may be discriminated 

faith, an eclectic one founded in Iran some 140 
years ago, preaches the kind of tolerance that is" 
so at odds with the Khomeini brand ot Islam: 
Equality of all men and women, intellectual tree­
dom, universal education and world peace. 

Obviously such a doctrine, if widely followed in 
Iran, would undercut the regime's efforts to keep 
the populace in a constant state of fury and hate 
for all that is allen to the official line. 

Pleas for an end to persecution of the 300,00> Ira­
nian Baha! have been made by world leaders, in­
cluding President Reagan, and by a number of 
international organizations, including the U.S. 
Commission on Human Rights in Geneva, but 
not, notably, the U.N. General Assembly. Efforts 
to bring the issue to the floor tor debate have 
failed even to turn up a single government will­
ing to otfend Iran by sponsoring such a move. 

The Bahai are not the only ones to suffer in Iran, 
of course. Amnesty International bas received 
reports of more than 5,000 executions, which It 
regards as an "absolute minlmum." 

But the barbarous treatment the Bahai have re­
ceived is so monstrous that it demands a special 
response from civilized nations whose only re­
course is to focus greater attention on what 
amounts to no less than genocide. 
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Panel urged 
to help protect 
h·an's Baha'is 
By William F. Willoughb',(y 0 3 1984 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES Mk 

Iran has demanded that school offi­
cials furnish the photographs of Baha'i 
students, along with their birth 
certificates. to its government in a sys­
tematic effort to eradicate the Baha'i 
faith from the country, a congressional 
panel was told yesterday. 

Members of the House Foreign 
Affairs subcommittee on human rights 
were asked to keep the spotlight on the 
persecution of Iran's 350,000 Baha'is. 

A Los Angeles judge, who heads the 
faith's national assembly for the United 
States, said there is evidence the Shi'ite 
regime now in power in Iran "is not 
entirely deaf to the voices of foreign 
governments or international public 
opinion." 

Fathers would be identified through 
birth certificates of the Baha'i children, 
presumably to pinpoint members of the 
group, the panel was told. 

The Baha'is number iust under 1 
percent of Iran's 37 million people. They 
are the country's largest non-Moslem 
religious minority. 

Washington Times, 1984 
Reprinted with permission 

Last year the Iranian government 
banned all organized Baha'i religious 
activities as criminal acts and 
demanded that the Baha'i organiza­
tional infrastructure be dismantled. 
The Baha'is complied. 

More than 170 executions - includ­
ing children - have occurred, although 
there have been fewer recently. More 
than 1,000 Iranian Baha'is have been 
jailed in the last two years and more 
than 700 are still imprisoned, the House 
panel was told. 

Judge James F. Nelson of the Los 
Angeles Municipal Court, elected chair­
man of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of the United States, said, 
"though the number of killings has 
diminished in the past two years. prob­
ably at least in part because of 
worldwide publicity, other pressures, 
including torture to force conversions to 
Islam or to extract false confessions. 
have intensified." 

The Baha'is, while eclectic in their 
theological approach, adhere to the rev­
elation of their own prophet, who was 
executed for his religious preaching. 

In the United States there are 100,000 
Baha'is. 

Dr. Wilma M. Brady, a vice president 
of Spelman College in Atlanta, Ga., and 
vice president of the Baha'i national 
assembly for the United States said, 'or 
feel an old, deep and very personal pain 
as I see members of my universal famlly 
persecuted .solely because of their reli­
gious beliefs." 
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EDITORIAL 

Khomeini's Persecution of the Baha'is 
The bitterness of tne Iran-Iraqi 

war,has tended to obscure from public 
view a major internal problem that 
c:ries out for redress in Iran. We refer 
to the persecution of a significant 
reJigious minority by the theocratic 
regime of the Ayatollah Khomeini. 

The attack on the Baha'i has been so 
intense that it has drawii'lhe attention 
of: the scattered Baha'i community 
worldwide, including a small handful 
or st. Louis members or the sect. 

Recent testimony before the House 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 
Human Rights shows just how 
~engeful the campaign has been. It, is 
aimed at either converting the Baha'is 
to the Shi'ite Islamic mold, reducing 
them to servitude, or exterminating 
them entirely. 

The Iranian government has not only 
banned all organized religious activity 
for the 300,OOO-member minority. It 
has dismissed Baha'is from gov­
ernment jobs, denied pensions to its 
members and expelled students from 
school for refUSing to abandon their 
faith. Mor~ than 170 members have 

@ Globe-Democrat, 1984 
Reprinted with permission 

been executed, and over 700 are now in 
jail. 

Paranoia abounds among gov­
ernment officials. One Iranian-born 
Baha'i now living in Texas told of his 
father being accused of spying for 
Israel because he had once made a 
religious pilgrimage to that country. 
His sister was executed for teaching 
the Baha'i faith at a Baha'i Sunday 
School. 

In late May, Congress adopted a 
resolution deploring the persecution, 
and the United Nations appointed a 
special representative to inv~stigate 
the human rights situation in Iran. 
Such efforts seem woefully inadequate 
to halt such situations; but they are 
better than total silence. 

American Baha'is at least deserve 
to have U.S. and U.N. leaders con­
tinue to focus the spotlight of inter­
national publicity on the fanatic 
Iranian regime. until such time as the 
repression eases or the regime itself 
goes the way of all dictatorships of 
either the right or the left. 
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Ravenna-Kent, OH, 
Record-Courier Oct. 1, 1983 

. Khomeini hits 
.'. ~ :. 

Bah~'is agaill 
.. i 

The IranIan government'has the nine-member national ad­
outlawed Baha'i institutions in ministrative body of' the I 
Iran and lfaTinade member- Baha'is immediately assured: 
ship in them illegal in the latest· the government of the Baha Ii: 
mov'e to restrict religious prac- principle of obedience to I 
tices of the minority group, ac- government and then disband-: 
cording to the U.S. Baha'i Na- ed itself and some 600. local ad-: 
tiona I Center: ministrative groups. . .; I 

The measure signals an in- The Baha'is pledged to con- ~ 
crease in attacks on the tinue to practice their beliefs; 
religion, which has been the and worship in private. ':. I 

target of a systematic cam- The comprehensive ban on: 
paign of repression by the fun- Baha'i community activities is: 
damentalist Moslem regime of the latest action taken against 1 

the Ayatollah Khomeini, which the faith by the Khomeini: 
considers the Bah'ai faith regime. . .. -! 
heretical. Since the fundamentalists' 

Hossein Musavi Tabrizi, the took power in 1979, most of the~ I 

attorney general of Iran, nation's Baha'i leadership has:: 
issued an edict in late August been executed or disappeared;· i 
which declared that Baha'i in- Baha'i property bas been seiz: : 
stitutions and membership in ed and the practice of the faitlL, 
them are criminal. . bas been effectively driven.1 

According to Bah.1·i repor~s,'\ ':l"derg~ound. 

News-Free Press 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Oct. 1, 1983 

WILMETTE, ni~(AP) - The U. S. Baha\ Office~ '\ 
Public Affairs says Iran's ne~l~ ~ecl~~ea ban on all 
Baha'i institutions and activities IS an act of 

:...,-.--;'"- -

genocidc .. .intended to extirpate a religious communi­
ty." 

The statement says that Iran, by making Baha'i or­
ganiza tions and service to them. a ~r!~e, has cr~a ted 
conditions in which the commuOlty s survival will be 
impossible." ,. . . . 

But in keeping with a Baha l,prlDcI~~e of o~lence . 
to law, the U. S. office says Iran s Baha IS have Imme- I 

diately dissolved their national assembly and some 600 I 
local assemblies." I 

Previously about 150 of Iran's Baha'is have been i 
executed or killed under the fundamentalist Islamic I 

regime, with many others imprisoned and homes and I 

businesses wrecked and looted. ~ 

Washington, D.C • 
The Washington Times 
Sept. 30, 1983 

Baha'i spirit 
is undaunted 
BY A WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF WRITER 

-
I 

J 
i·; f% r 

In its latest ef~orts.at systematically eliminating tlJ;, 
Baha'i faith, which It conSiders to be heretical, t _ 
~1'!Tment of Iran has outlawed all Baha'i institutio 
and has made membership on the admlmstratlve bod­
ies a criminal offense.' I 

Baha'i's nine-member National Spiritual Assembl,1 
in Iran, where from 300,000 to 500,000 members live 
a country of 37 million, immediately assured the attor­
ney general of their principle of obedience to govpr'l­
ment. They, therefore, disbanded themselves ~ 
ordered the dismantling of 600 local administrau .. 
bodies. 

This, then, leaves the faith in that country without 
any formal means of perpetuating itself. but thole 
deeply entrenched in the beliefs of the religion whi : 
was formalized in the 1800s say such a move IS extern 
only: The government cannot quench the spirit. 

Paul Glist, a spokesman for the Baha'is in washinl-" 
ton. said, "The government has already executed mo~,­
than 150 Baha'is, including scores of key national a ~ 
local Baha'i leaders, in their effort to systematical y 
eliminate the Baha'is from Iran. , 

"'This latest attack on Baha'i governing institutiOI.e .• 
can only be seen as another attempt to destroy t . . 
Baha'i community by attacking its organization whe 
the Baha'i spirit cannot be crushed." . 

The executions, including a recent outbreak inVOI),e 
ing 17 p~rsons, including child.ren, have dr~wn protes~. 
internationally but a deaf ear 10 Iran. Earlier thiS ye 
President Reagan personally intervened in behalf of 
the Iranian Baha'is. 

Even more recently, a group of scholars on Iran al 
Islamic studies have made a plea for the government 
Iran to stop its persecution of the Baha'is. 
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REAGAN TO ASSAIL 
IRAN OVER BAHAIS 

To Urge Khomeini Government 
to Halt Planned Executions 

By BERNARD WEINRAUB 
Special to Tbe New York nm. 

WASHINGTON, May 21- President 
Reagan will issue a statement Sunday 
night saying the United States is 
"alarmed and dismayed" at the pers&­
cutton of Bahais in Iran and urging the 
Iranian Government to halt the planned 
execution of a group of prominent Ba· 
hais, White House officials sald today. 

"I strongly urge other world leaders 
to join me in an appeal to the Ayatollah 
Khomein! and the rest of Iran's leader· 
ship not to Implement the sentences 
that have tIeen pronounced on these in· 
nocent people," said the Presidential 
statement, which was iJlade available 
today. 

300,000 to 400,000 Babala 
White House officials said the appar. 

entiy increased persecution of the 
Bahai minority in Iran was "a serious 
issue With us, an important issue now." 
At least 150 Bahai men and women have 
been hanged or shot by Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini's Government 
since it came to power in 1979. 

Although the Bahai population in Iran 
is relatively small- there are 300,000 to 
400,000 Bahais in the country - the Kho­
mein! Government has singled them out 
as adherents of a heretic Islamic sect. 
Bahals have generally served as busi. 
nessmen, teachers, middle-level Gover. 

Continued on Page 12, Column' 
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Mr. Kazemzadeh said the Presiden· 
tial statement was being made to coin· 
cide with the founding of the Bahai 
faith, on May 23, 1844. On that date a 
merchant in the Persian city of Shiraz, 
Ali Muhammad, told a Moslem clergy· 
man that be was divinely inspired to 
create the new falth. The merchant was 
later known as the Bab, or gate, signify. 
ing the eate between man and God. 

REAGAN TO ASSAIL 
IRAN OVER BAHAIS 

Continued From Page 1 

nnment officials and army officers in 
Iran. 

The Bahais have no clergy and uphold 
the divine origin of all major religions, 
including Islam. The religion shuns vio­
lence, abstains from partisan politlr.s 
and espouses the "eradication of preju. 
dices of race, creed, class, nationality 
and sex." 

The Bahais have been the scapegoats 
of Persian and then Iranian society for 
generations; an estimated 20,000 Ba. 
hais have been killed in Iran in the last 
100 years, according to Bahai officials. 
The falth claims adherents in 173 coun· 
tries. 

Bahai officials in the United States 
said President Reagan's statement 
would be the first White House expres. 
sion of concern about the persecution of 
the Bahals since the Iranian revolution, 
although Carter Administration offi. 
cials also criticized Iran's treatment of 
the Bahais. 

The statement was prompted, ac­
cording to Administration officials, by 
several Congressional resolutions about 
the Bahais, growing State Department 
concern about the treatment of the· mi· 
nOrity and the highly vocal and organ· 
ized Bahais in the United States, who 
number 100,000. 

Among those sponsoring resolUtions 
and pressing actively for the Bahais in 
recent months have been Edward J. 
Derwtnski, counselor of the State De­
partment and former Republican Con. 
gressman from Illinois; Senator John 
Heinz, Republican of Pennsylvania; 
Representative John E. Porter, Repub­
lican of Illinois and co-chalrman of a 
newly formed Human Rights Caucus in 
Congress; Representative Don Bonker, 
Democrat of Washington; Representa. 
tive Fortney H. Stark, Democrat of 
CalifOrnia, and Representative Jim 
Leach, Republican of Iowa, 

Although Mr. Reagan, in his planned 
statement, said the Iranian Govern. 
ment had sentenced 22 members of the 
Babai faith to death, Flruz Kazemza­
deh, a Bahal of Iranian descent who Is 
chairman of the Committee on Middle 
Eastern Studies at Yale, said in a tele­
phone interview that two men and a 
woman had already been executed and 
that 19 now faced death in Iranian 
prisons. 

"I think the President wished to ex· 
press his feelings, his position on this 
matter of human rights," Mr. Kazem· 
zadeh said. 

He said the Bahais executed so far, 
and those under sentence of death, had 
been accused of "Zionism, subservi· 
ence to the interests of the Imperialistic 
powers, corruption on earth and war· 
ring against God." 

"The Christians and Jews have suf· 
fered too in Iran, but the Bahais have 
been singled out for theologlcai rea­
sons," Mr. Kazemzadeh said. Bahai 
children have been barred from attend­
Ing schools, Bahals have lost their jobs 
and an estimated 4,000 are believed to 
be "internal refugees" and in hiding, he 
said. 

Mr. Reagan, in his statement, said, 
"America and the world are increas­
ingly alarmed and dismayed at the 
persecution and severe repression of 
the Bahals in Iran." ( 

He said the Bahais sentenced to deau 
"are not guilty f'~ any politicai offense 
or crime." 
. "Sparing their lives would be a step 

forward for Iran and the world com· 
munity," Mr. Reagan added. 

-6-
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INTERNATIONAL 

IRAN 

Death Inside KhoDleini's Jails 

for her trial. We all said she couldn't be tried 
because she was unconscious. They just 
dragged her by the arms, with her feet trail­
ing on the floor. Later she told us that when 
they were beating her they said they would "­
stop if she would go on radio and television to 
publicly deny her faith and to say that the 
Bahais spied for Israel. She was in the cell for Safely away from Ayatollah Khomeini's 

jails, a survivor sat in a London office last 
week describing the torments she had en­
dured. She was a woman in her early 4Os, a 
mother of three. She was also a Bahai, a 
memberof a religious faith that Iran's Islam­
ic leaders consider a heresy. Since the over­
throw of the shah, they have relentlessly 
persecuted the country's 300,000 Bahais­
arresting them, confiscating their property 
and, sometimes, when they 
refuse to recant their religion, 
executing them. To use the 
woman's name would jeop­
ardize the lives of relatives still 
in Iran. But the story she 
told NEWSWEEK'S London 
bureau chief Tony Clifton 
seemed as credible as it was 
bleak. Excerpts: 

I worked for the National 
Iranian Oil Co. in Shiraz. 
About two years ago I was 
taken before two mullahs who 
questioned me for four hours. 
They tried to convince me I 
should recant and convert to 
Islam. They told me that if I 
did not recant I would be dealt 
with according to "Islamic 
law." I said I could not. 
About 10 days later I was 
summoned again. They asked 
who my family and friends 
were and for the names of oth­
er Bahais. One said, "Don't 
think you're just going to lose 
your job-from now on you'll 
be followed everywhere." 

semidarkness, lit only by two dirty windows 
in the ceiling. There were about 40 women of 
al1 ages in it, most of them Bahais. But some 
were political prisoners. A small number 
were there for civil crimes. We were 
squeezed togetherstandingup, and when we 
tried to sleep at night we had to lie on our 
sides, because if we lay on our backs or 
stomachs we took up too much room. I was 
there almost two months. During that time, 

55 days without medical attention. Finally 
she was taken away and hanged with nine 
other women who had also refused to recant. 

I was never tortured myself, but I was 
questioned endlessly, sometimes for 12 to 14 
hours at a time. They tried to get me to reveal 
the whereabouts of other Bahais and where 
Bahai funds were hidden. Sometimes I 
would be blindfolded and stood against a 
wall, and suddenly the guards would cock 
their rifles as though they were about to 
shoot me. Once, they blindfolded me and 
took medownstairstoa room that must have 
been a torture chamber. I could hear some­
one being whipped, and could hear screams 
and groans. Someone said to me, "This will 
happen to you if you don't tell us what we 
want to know." Then one day I was taken 
into a courtroom. The guards had my three­
year-old son. I hadn't seen him since they 
arrested me. They let him sit on my knee. 
One of the men said, "Here's your son. You 
can keep him with you, and have your home 
and pension back. All you have to do is 
recant. If you don't-we'll take you out and 
hang you." I still refused .. 

Torture: It was common practice to put "­
pressure on you through your family. One 
day the prison guards came for another 
Bahai woman, a young hospital nurse from 
Shiraz named Tahirin Siyavashi. They told 
her that her husband, Jamshid, had recant-
ed. When they brought him to see her, two 
guards had to support him because he 
couldn't walk: he had been whipped and his 
toenails pulled out. J amshid told her that he 
had been condemned to death, but that he 
had not recanted and that she must not do so 
either. Two days later they hanged him. 

And then I was sacked, for 
being "a follower of the mis­
leading sect of Bahaism." Ba­
hais were not allowed to leave 
the country. Butl didn't want 
to leave-I hadn't done any­

Bahai martyrs: A victim executed in Teheran (1981), 
Siyavashi (Ie/I), Mahmadnijhad, hanged in Shira: (1983) 

Last year they hanged Tahirin Siyavashi 
too. The youngest of the nine Bahai women 
hanged was Muna Mahmadnijhad. She was 
17. Her father had been tied face down on a 
bed and flogged for refusing to disclose the 
names of other Bahais. He told her to coop­
erate with the authorities so that they would 
not beat her too. But of course she was so 
young she didn't know anything. So they 
hanged him, and they hanged her as well. 
She was only a high-school student and had 
never done any harm to anyone. 

thing wrong. At the end of 1982, four Revo­
lutionary Guards came to our house and 
took me. My three-year-old boy ran after me 
crying, "I want my mummy!" A guard just 
threw him aside. 

They drove me to the Sepah military pris­
on in southern Shiraz. When we came to the 
counyard they blindfolded me. I was led 
into a room and a voice said, "What's the 
charge?" and someone replied, "Bahai." 
There seemed to be other men in the room 
and they cursed me: "Your father was 
a dog." "Your ancestors were animals." 
"You're a racial degenerate." This went on 
for two hours. Afterward, I was taken to 
another room, where a woman stripped me 
and searched me. Then I was taken to a cell. 

The cell was about 10 feet square. It was in 

NEWSWEEK/JUNE 18. 1984 

women were taken out and tortured and 
then brought back. There was never a time 
when someone was not groaning or scream­
ing or lying unconscious next to you. 

I will always remember Nusrat Yaldoi, a 
Bahai woman I knew. They tried to force her 
to recant, and the guards whipped her with 
wire cables. Because she was a woman they Then they released the survivor. She 
had covered her back with a cotton chador, thinks she was freed because she was a high 
because it would have been immodest for Bahai official in Shiraz. "I think they be­
them to see her bare back. The wires had tom lieved that if they let me go, they could keep a 
her back to shreds, so that you could see the watch on me and wait for me to lead them to 
bone, but they had also tom the chador to ourpeoplewhowereinhiding."lnstead,she "­
shreds and the pieces of rag had been made her way safely out of Iran. She still 
whipped into the raw flesh on her back. They carries a photograph of Tahirin Siyavashi. 
whipped her until she was unconscious and "The last thing she said to me was, 'Go and 
threw her in the cell. Then another group of tell everyone what they're doing to us.' And 
guards came ip and siid they needed Yaldoi so I'm telling you, now." 

Reprinted witp D~rmission of NEWSWEEK 
rr'\ 1 QA~ 
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,More Baha'Is die 
·.i~ Iranian prisons 

'WASHINGTON lAP) -The State 
Department says it has received re­

'ports that nine more Iranians who 
,were members of the Baha'i sect 
'have died in Iranian prisons. 

,," Department spokesman John 
'Hughes said Wednesday that ,six 
:were executed in Tehran on Dec. 9 
'and three others died in Tabriz in 
November. One died by hanging and 
the other two are presumed to have 
died under torture, Hughes said, 
adding that 19 others reportedly are 
,under death sentences. ' 
, "Hughes appealed to Iranian au­
thorities to abide by the spirit and 
the letter of the United Nations Uni­
versal Declaration of Human 
nights. which guarantees freedom 
uf thought, conscience and religion. 
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The Baha'i Faith 
and its World Community 
Introduction 
The Baha'i Faith is an independent world religion with 
adherents in virtually every country. The Baha'i world 
community-often known as the Baha'i International 
Community-is a cross-section of humanity, including al­
most all nationalities, classes, trades, professions, rich 
and poor, literate and illiterate. It comprises members of 
the Baha'i Faith living in more than 100,000 localities in 
over 340 countries and territories-152 of these indepen­
dent nations-and unites men and women of various reli­
gious and ethnic origins. More than 1,600 ethnic groups 
and tribes are represented. 

Baha'I Writings 
The writings that guide the life of the Baha'i International 
Community comprise numerous works by Baha'u'lIah, the 
Prophet-Founder of the Baha'i Faith, and interpretations by 
His son, 'Abdu'I-Baha, and Baha'u'lIah's great-grandson, 
Shoghi Effendi. Bal'1a'i literature can be read today in over 
600 languages and dialects. 

Baha'I Teachings 
The central teachings of the Baha'i Faith are the oneness of 
God, the oneness of religion, and the oneness of man­
kind. The fundamental principle proclaimed by Baha'u'liah 
is: 
• that religious truth is not absolute, but relative, 
• that Divine Revelation is a continuous and progressive 

process, 
• that all the great religions of the world are divine in 

origin, 
• and that their missions represent successive stages in 

the spiritual evolution of human society. 

Since the Baha'i Faith teaches that the purpose of religion 
is the promotion of concord and unity, and that religion is 
the foremost agency for the achievement of peace and 
orderly progress in society, the Baha'i Writings provide the 
outline of institutions necessary for the establishment of 
peace and world order-such as a world federation or 
commonwealth, with executive, legislative, and judiciary 
arms, an international auxiliary language, a world econ­
omy, a mechanism for world intercommunication, and a 
universal system of currency, weights, and measures. 

Characteristics of the 
Baha'I Community 
Baha'is have, for over one hundred years, striven to bring 
about the Ul'llty of mankind, world peace, and world order. 
To achieve this goal while reflecting the baSIC purpose of 
human life-which for Baha'is is, In essence, to know and 
to worship God, and to carry forward an ever-advancing 
civilization-the Baha'i world community has continually 
encouraged the fulfillment of certain essential require­
ments. A few of these are: 

1) The fostering of good character and the develop­
ment of spiritual qualities, such as honesty, trustworthi­
ness, compassion, and justice, These are achieved 
through prayer, meditation, and work done in the spirit 
of service to humanity -all expressions, for Baha'is, of 
the worship of God. 

2) The eradication of prejudices of race, creed, class, 
nationality, and sex. In pursuance of the Baha'i prinCI­
ple of the organic oneness of humanity, Baha'i com­
munities have gained considerable experience in elim­
inating all forms of discrimination. 

3) The systematic elimination of all forms of supersti­
tion hampering human progress, and the achievement 
of a balance between the material and spiritual aspects 
of life, Both tasks rest on an understanding of the prin­
ciples of an unfettered search for truth, and of the 
harmony of science and religion as two facets of truth. 

4) The development of the unique talents and abilities 
of every individual through the pursuit of knowledge 
and the acquisition of skills for the practice of a trade or 
profession. This creates not only personal satisfaction, 
but also the enrichment of society as a whole. 

5) The full participation of both sexes in all aspects of 
community life, including the elective and administra­
tive processes and decision-making. This stance fos­
ters implementation of the Baha'i principle of equal op­
portunities, rights, and-privileges for men and women. 

6) The fostering of the prinCiple of universal compulsory 
education. Baha'i communities are beginning to estab­
lish primary and secondary schools, open to people of 
all backgrounds, in places where educational facilities 
are not available, as well as adult education programs in 
basic literacy and community development. At present 
there are 133 Baha'i schools and institutes. 

Baha'I Laws 
Besides spiritual laws requiring daily prayer and an annual 
period of fasting, the Baha'i Faith has social laws. It re­
quires monogamy, for instance, and makes marriage con­
ditional on the consent of both parties and their parents. 
Divorce is discouraged in the Baha'i community, and 
Baha'i law requires a year of trial separation, after which, if 
differences cannot be resolved, divorce is permissible. 
Baha'i law also prohibits the use of alcoholic drinks and 
narcotics. 

Non-Partisan Character 
The Baha'I Faith is not aligned with any government or 
political party, While they may accept non-partisan gov­
ernment posts and appOintments, Baha'is may not be a 
member of any polilical party or the partisan of any political 
faction or ideology. Baha'is, both individually and collec­
tively, are enjoined to obey the laws of their respective 
states and the authority of the legally constituted govern-
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ments under which they live. Without regard for political 
affiliation, Baha'is may vote in general elections and par­
ticipate in the ordinary civic life of their community. The in­
stitutions and programs of the Baha'i Faith are supported ex­
clusively by voluntary contributions from its own members. 

Baha'I Administrative Order 
Free from any form of ecclesiasticism, having neither 
priesthood nor manmade ritual, and forbidding asceti­
cism, monasticism, and mendicancy, the Baha'i Faith re­
lies on a pattern of local, national, and international ad­
ministration, created by Baha'u'lIah, elaborated by 
'Abdu'I-Baha, and implemented by Shoghi Effendi. Each 
locality, for instance, of nine or more adult Baha'is, elects 
each year a council-a Local Spiritual Assembly. At 
present, there are over 25,500 assemblies throughout the 
world. 

National Spiritual Assemblies are also elected annually by 
previously elected delegates who come together in a na­
tional convention. There are over 130 National Spiritual 
Assemblies. Once every five years, at an International 
convention, these assemblies gather to elect the Universal 
House of Justice, the supreme institution of the Baha'i 
Faith. All Baha'i elections take place by secret ballot, with 
no nominations or electioneering. 

Appointive institutions also exist in the Baha'i International 
Community. Among them are the Hands of the Cause of 
God and the Continental Board of Counsellors, who are 
assisted in their work by Auxiliary Boards. Their functions 
are educative and center on teaching the Baha'i Faith and 
protecting the community. 

Houses of Worship 
The central position of prayer and meditation in Baha'i 
individual and community life places emphasis on houses 
of worship in villages, towns, and cities. At present, 
Houses of Worship eXist in Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A.; Frank­
furt-am-Main, West Germany; Kampala, Uganda; Sydney, 
Australia; Panama City, Panama, and plans are under way 
for the construction of buildings in India and Samoa. Serv­
ices of worship consist of the recitation of the scriptures of 
all religions and "a capella" music. Eventually, each local­
ity will have its own place of worship, which will be en­
larged and developed to servce as the seat around which 
the scientific, educational, humanitarian, and administra­
tive institutions of the Baha'i community revolve. 

Relationship to the 
United Nations 
The Baha'i International Community is accredited in con­
sultative status with the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC) and with the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) It is also affiliated with the 
United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and with the 
UN Office of Public Information. It has representatives 

with the United Nations in New York, Geneva, and Nairobi, 
as well as a special representative for the continent of 
Afnca. The relationship of the Baha'i International Com­
munity with the United Nations dates from 1948. 

In Its work with the United Nations, the Baha'i International 
Community has participated in meetings of U.N. bodies 
concerned with issues of human rights, social develop­
ment, the status of women, the environment, human set­
tlements, world food, science and technology, population, 
the law of the sea, crime prevention, narcotic drugs, youth, 
children, the family, disarmament, and the United Nations 
University. It has furnished information, submitted state­
ments, and published brochures on most of these sub­
jects. It has taken part in United Nations years, in world 
conferences and congresses, and in regional confer­
ences and seminars concerned with the socio-economlc 
problems of our planet. 

Baha'I History 
The Baha'i Faith was founded in Persia (Iran) by Mirza 
Husayn-'Ali (1817-1892), known as BaM'u'lIah, the "Glory 
of God." The word "BaM'i" derives from baha ("glory" or 
"splendor") and means a follower of Baha'u'liah. The 
Baha'i Faith is intimately linked with the Babi Faith, 
founded in 1844 by Mirza 'AIi-MulJammad (1819-1850), 
known as the Bab or "Gate." The Bab announced that He 
was not only the founder of an independent religion, but 
the herald of a new and far greater prophet or messenger 
of God, Who would usher in an age of peace for all man­
kind. In 1863, Baha'u'liah declared that He was the one 
prophesied by the Bab. 

BaM'u'liah was exiled from Iran to various places within 
the Ottoman Empire, and in 1868 was sent as a prisoner to 
the fortress city of 'Akka in the Holy Land, in the vicinity of 
which He passed away in 1892. In His will, He appointed 
His eldest son, 'Abdu'I-Baha (1844-1921), to succeed Him 
in leading the Baha'i community and in interpreting the 
Baha'i Writings. 'Abdu'I-Baha in turn appointed His eldest 
grandson, Shoghi Effendi (1896-1957), as His successor, 
the Guardian of the Cause and authorized interpreter of 
the Baha'i teachings. Today, the affairs of the Baha'i world 
community are administered by the Universal House of 
Justice, the supreme elected council of the Baha'i Faith. 

Baha'I World Center 
The Baha'i World Center is in the Holy Land. From the time 
of Baha'u'lIah's extle to 'Akka', then part of the Ottoman 
Empire, that World Center has been established in the two 
cities of 'Akka and Haifa. The Baha'I Holy Places in those 
two cities consist of the Shrines of the Founders of the 
Faith-the Bab and Baha'u'liah-and historic sites as­
sociated with Them. It was Baha'u'liah Who instructed that 
the World Center of HIS Faith should be in the neighbor­
hood of these Shrines. 

U.S. Baha'i Office of Public Affairs May 1981 
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Mr. Chairman, ~.~embers of the HUlnan Services Commis­

sion, thank you for the opportunity to testify today. 

My name is Richard r,:ereness. I e.In a school teacher 

in the 3elena School System and am thE~ chairman of the 

Local S]iritual Assenbly of the Baha'is of Helena, 

~'jlontana. I am here as a representative of the Baha'is 

in the State of ~)ntana. 
I am also here to appeal for your support of House 

Concurrent Resolution ,-16 asking the State of r.:ontana to 
request the President and Congress of the United States 
to continue their efforts to halt the persecution and 

severe repression of the Baha'is in Iran. There alrea­
dy exists precedent for this appeal. The 98th Congress 

of the United States passed Concurrent Resolution 226 

sponsored by Congressnan John Porter and co-sponsored 

by 138 congressme~. It was subse~uently passed unanim­

ously b;:,r the united States Senate on June 15, 1934. 

~ copy of this resolution is available before you. 

There is 2.1so before ~rou a ;;acicet of information which 

contains copies of articles from Lontana and other 

~a~ers the most recent of which a~Deared in the Decem-.... .... .... -
ber 20th, 1984 Independent Record. In addition there 
is our most recently updated chronology, a fact sheet, 
and the essentials of my talk today. It is our hope 
that this information along with any answers I may 
provide today will guide you in your considerations 
regarding Resolution }6. 

Briefly, the Baha'i Faith was founded in Persia 

and incorporates the basic tenets of all oreEL.'1ized 

religions. It emphasises the unity of ca~~ind, world 

peace, world order, the social ec:u2.1i t;; of all people, 

pacifism, and tolerance. 
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~ichard 3chifter, u.s. ~tibassador to the United 

:{ations Hurnan Rights COTIl.tiission stated in Hove:nber 1984 

that "if any set of hu..'Tlan rights violations in the world 

today cries to high heaven, this one surely lS it." In 
contrast to cases in which re]ressi ve gover~_"";1ent s act 

against their p01i tical ene:nies he said, "r:1Urder ar..d 
torture are pr~cticed by the Gover~'Tlent of Iran against 

a friendl;)" kindhearted and totally peaceful group" 
whose religion "teaches the:n not to involve ther.:selves 

in 'Politics, but to acce'Pt whatever laVlS and rules a 

gover!'...r.1er..t :::ie;h t lay down." 

The ~aha'i Faith is regarded as a heresy by Iran's 

clerical rulers. The Islarr.ic rulers cannot recoe;nize 

the Baha'i Faith as a religion because of the Isl~~ic 

belief that =.~uh8.."l'lr.lad was "The Seal", c.r..d last of the 

prophets. Consequently, they believe no prophet of 

c01.'.parable stature wi th :.~uh2.rmnad riould appear. This 

makes it i::"p08siole fro::l tl::eir poi:,:t of view for suc-

3eCClent revel2.tio:1 to occur, c.nd. t::e Jc.hc.'is Clre there-

fore heretical. 
The :2112.'i3 in Iran have oe8n per:Jecuteci since the 

inception of their faith in 1344. In 1352, for e:ce.r:,.p1 e, 
20,000 believers were killed in a frenzied attem]t 

to eli~inate its adherents. History records chronic 

attecpts to still the :novement in Iran. The years 
u:lcier Jh2.Vl Ps..vlavi were relativel,';" ~uiet with OCC2.3-

ional executions instigated for the most part by Iran's 
Mullas. However, since the I sla.~ic ree;iI:".e una.er ;lya­

tolla Khomeini c~~e to power in 1979, the ~Qha'is secur-

ity has rapidly deteriorated. 

The JOe), '})o cesber Bc.;.ha' i co~.uni ty tl:ere (Iran's 

largest re1ieious minority) has been increasi:1gly sub­

jected to systecatic and officially sanctioned perse­

cution. Latest figures indicate at least 194 have been 
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executed. Of the ~ore than 1000 arrested, over 750 

are still currently imprisoned without trial or charges. 

In December 1984, Jtate De:)[:.rtmer:.t s~okesm.an John 

Huches released re?orts that nine ~ore Ira~ian Baha'is 

had died i.:l Iranian :)risons: six were executed in 

Tehran on December 9, and 3 others had died in Tabriz 

in ~ovem.ber. In addition the report stated that 19 

others are under death sentences. Asilie from. this 

recent atrocity an ex['~nple of a typical hurniliating 

treatment related to a killing is represented by a 

wOwan vlho lost her husba:1d in June of 1983. After 

shooting her husband the authorities de~anded that 

she pay for the cost of the bullets in the execution. 

On another occasion three teenaged girls were 

hanced, their only criUle being their rE::fusal to recant 

their faith. President ~eagan had appealed to the 

Irs.nian authorities 'Jrior to their executions. He 

stated, "These individuals are not guilty of any pol­

itical offense or crime, they have ~ot ?lotted the 

overt~:..r':)w of the regime, and they are ~lOt re s.:::;onsi ble 

for the deaths of anyone. They onl~" wish to live in 

accord3.I:ce r;i th the dictates of their ovr:l consciences. 
I strongly urGe other Norld leaders to join me i:1 an 

a?peal to the Ayatolla Khomeini and the rest of Iran's 
leadership not to implement the sentences that have 
been ?ronounc ed on these in.."loC ent peopl.e." 

Lesser crimes also are perpetrated against the 

Baha'is. Children are ex?elled froLl sc.hools, BD.ha'is 

are fired from their jobs; property, livestock, bank 

accounts, far:--;,s 2nd busi:1esses are confiscated by the 

GoverYJ..."rler..t. 3ah:::..'i holy 'Jro'JGrties and. shrines have 

been destroyed, ar..d even cemeteries have been att2.cl:ed 

and bodies exhQ"rled and the remains scattered. ~very 
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avenue of life has been attacked by this oppress::'ve 

regime to the end that the continued existence of 

every Baha'i in Iran is in grave peril. Sut there 

exists a greater cr::'~e, the most insidious cri2e, a 

1 ezal c l'i::-:le. 

Recently, on 8/29/83, the Prosecutor General of 

Iran, Seyyed Hoseyn =.~usavi Tabrizi ba:mled all :3aha'i 

activity as a "crizlinal act". This means that Baha'is 

cannot :neet in [roups to practice their Faith. tIhey 

cannot hold regular 19 day feasts, or ~eet to pray, 

or conduct children's classes among other activities, 

nor can their elected re0resentatives ~eet to guide 

the affairs of cor.~unities both on a local and a nat­

ional level. 'Ihis edict establishes the "legal" grounds 

for mass arrests and enables Iran's religious leadel's 

to lee:::.lly cO';-!.l,::i t ':;hat ar.lount s to relicious Genocide 

of the 32.....'1:::.'i c'y'~j::unity. 3ahs.'is :::.re nov; ene=.ies of 

the state accused of subversion :::.nd S]yine. 

Jhen this edict ~as issued, the ~ational 3piritual 

.i~sse=.bl~T of the 3' .. ha'is of Iran for:-:lally ]rotested the 

2.ction, 

ities. 

but they acc.uiesced to the law of the c.uthoI'­

In :::. plaintive voic e they asl:ed for eX3..ilpl e, 

in response to the charge that B::ilia'is riere OlT',ong other 

things S9ies, 1I'.'ihat is the mission of th:'s extraordin­

ary nu.llber of spies? '.'lhat infor..:ation do they obtain 

and fron what sources? ~hither do they relate it and 

for what purpose?:Ihat ~~ind of 'spy' is an eighty­

five-year old man from Yazd \';ho has never set foot 

out side hi s village?" 3y st e:-:'.2 ticall;)", lo[ically, ';:i th 

over;;hel:-ilin[ evidence, their response to the edict 

demonstrated the falsehood of the accusations ~urled 

arc.inst the B2.ha'is by the Persecutor Genel'al. Then, 
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in an unprecedented action, the :lational Spiri t'J.al 

Assembly announced "the suspension of the 3011a'i or­

ganizations throucZhout Iran" in order to establish 

its good intentions in confor::1ity with a aasic 32..h2'i 

tenet re~uiri~c co~?lete obedience to the instructions 

of the gover:l.l1ent. Today the ::~ational 3piri tU2~1 A:'3sen­

bly and all local spirit'J.al assemblies are disbanded. 

This edict ho.s ~ade it legally impossible for 3~ha'is 

to exist. It ",'/2.S hO,:Jed that the goverrm:ent of Iren 

would reciproc2.te and show some good intentions; how­

ever, their pursuit of the goal of extir]ating the 

D2....1.2.' is has intensi:ied. Between theb',ro year period 

fram ~.=2.y 1982 to :.=c.y 1984, the n'l..lSber of ::rrests in­
cre2.sed five-fold over previous arrests do.ting froc 

1979. Pressure fro~ the Governl1ent is intensifyinc. 

Iran' s ['~tts.c~: 0::1 t:-.!.e 13 ':.h2. , is has dravm -;;rotests 

of the Uni ted :::.::..tior..s Bu:::an ;:Uc:;hts COlTl.rr.is8iorl, The 

.2uropeaY2. Parli8..'7:e~'lt, the parliarr.ents of Sanado., Great 

Jri tain, .\.ustra1ic., c.nd ',/est Ger:::.2.:'-Y, .. :....~;ne8tjr InterYlat­

ional, The United States Concress, 21 st2.te legislat'J.res 

and the Jresident of the united States. 

AlthouCh the ]rotests have not broacht 0. halt 
to the persecutioYls in Iran, it is our hope that they 
have served to slow their mounting intensification. 
~e believe that world wide awareness will deter the 

e;overn:nent of Iran. 'Ne believe it is ::"..ore difficul t 
for a government,which necessarily must co-exist with 

other governl1ent s, to murder and torturE; when it knows 

the rest of the world is watching. Therefore 0e must 

protest. ',Ie carElOt allow torture, that heineous o.ct 

of inhumanity, to bec')!Je a reZ'J.lar fes.ture of vrhat 

passes for judicial process in Iran today. 
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The voice of the IrQnian Bah2'i Co~~unity has been 

stilled. Through the thick walls of the dungeons a:c.d 
across the seas the world hears only the muffled eroans 
of those ';;hose bodies are tortured 2~d r:Iangled. '.'[e 
the ~~eric~~ 3aha'is must beco~e their voice and alert 

the v:orld. 
The ?eo]le a~c the eover~~ent of the U~ited States 

hs.ve an c.bidinC co:-:',,":'li t:r.ent to decency, tolerance, and 

religious freedoili. Through their elected representa­

tives, they have already expressed their sense of out­

rage at the ]ersec'J.t::'ons of the Bclla'is i:l Irc.n. ','Ie 

ho?e the 49th session of the ~ontana State Legislature 

will reinforce the existi:lg support for the o]pressed 

Bclla'is and r~ise their voice in ~efense of the most 

fU:ld&uental ri£hts of an oppressed ninority. 
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C:"EtOYO~OJ! OF PSRSEC!TTIm: OF EArIA' IS IN IRAN 

• Khomeini Revolution allowed Shiite Moslem leaders to unleash po.rse­
cut:lons of Baha'i "heretics." 

• Baha'i Faith was not recognized b" new regime, 'mleashing fresh 
persecutions. 

* 300 homes were looted, burned and destroyed. 

• Clinic belonging to Baha'i doctors was dynamited. 

• Baha'i centers were demolished and razed to the ground. 

* Indi vidnals and families were beaten. 

• Baha'is were dragged to mosques in efforts to force them to recant 
their faith. 

* September 10: House of Bab, holiest Eaha'i Schrine in Iran, was 
demolished. 

* September 19: TT.S. Baha'is express thanks to Swiss Protestants 
for confirming persecution in Iran an1 calling on n.N. and third 
world press to act. 

* Hundreds of Baha'is were dismissed from govern~ent depart~ents and 
denied the right to work. 

* Retired Baha'i government employees were denied pensions. 

* Ayatollah Saduqi called on Baha'is in government depar~~ents to be 
identified, removed and handed over to revolutionarY courts. 

* Baha'i teachers ur.der the ~inistry of Education were dismissed. 

* Baha'i marria!!es were declared invalid and labeled pros ti tlltion. 

* Newly born babies from Baha'i families were not issued birth certifi­
cates. 

* Confiscation of Baha'i holy places. 

* Confiscation of companies owned by Baha'is. 

-1-



1980 continued 

* Baha'i hosnital was confiscated and interned elderly Baha'i patients 
were thrown out. 

* 27 nrominent Baha'is in Tehran, Tabriz, Kirman, Shiraz and Yazd 
were arrested. 

* Elderly Baha'i in Birjand was savagely killed because he refused 
to recant his Faith. 

* Four Baha'is were tried by a revolutionary court and executed, based 
upon mere "confession" to being a Baha'i. 

* July 13: The chairman of the local Baha'i eroun in Tabriz and a 
well-known local doctor (~..r. Yadullah Astanl and Dr. Faramarz 
Samandari) were charged with being Baha'is and executed. 

* Sentember 8: Seven Baha'is in Yazd, central Iran, were executed. 
The bodies of the executed prisoners were d'l:1ped on the ground 
adjacent to a Zoroastrian cenetery. 

* Baha'i in Tabriz executed. 

* Baha'i couple in village of Nuk, near Birjand, were burned to 
death by a local mob. 

* January 15: Professor Manuchehr Hakim, outstanding physician, 
educator, humanitarian, recipient of the French Legion of Honor, 
and a Baha'i, was assassinated; his property subsequently confisc­
ated by order of a revolutionary court 

* March 16: Two Paha' is were executed in Shiraz; both men were members 
of the local Baha'i governing body; among t~e specific charges against 
these men were teachin~ the Baha'i Faith and membership in Baha'i 
institutions; both the verdict and the sente!lce of the loceJ. Revol­
utionary court are upheld by the High Court of J1Jstice in Tehran. 

* April 30: Three Baha'is were executed in Shlraz; all three men 
were members of Baha'i institutions; their charges include 
teaching the Baha'i Faith and membership in Beha'l instit'ltions. 
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1981 Continued 

* June: The Iranian government annOlffices its plans to completely 
obliterate the site of the House of the Pab, the holiest" Baha'i 
shrine in Iran, and a place of world pilgrimage. A road and 
public square are constructed in its place. All of the Baha'i 
properties ~urrounding the site are confiscated by Iranian 
authori ties. 

* June 14: Seven Baha'i leaders were executed in Hamadl'n. 

* June 16: The Baha'is of the TTni ted States addressed an appeal 
to Dr. Kurt Valdheim, Secretary General of the nnited Nations, 
to send a representative to Iran to investigate the condition 
of the persecuted Baha'i community and to take steps to 
alleviate t~e plight of its me!tlbers. 

* June 22: Three Baha'i leaders were executed in Tehran, ~"r. Buzurg 
Alavian, Mr. Hashim Farnush, and Y.r. Farhang Mavaddat. 

* June 23: Four Eaha'i leaders were exe~lted in Tehran, Dr. Mashi 
Farha."lgi, l-f.r. Badi'ullah Farid, lfll'. Yad'l'llah Puftchi, and 
Mr. Varga T1 byaniyan. 

* Jllly: Baha'is in ~lral villages around Tehran, Isfahan, and 
Mashad ~ere terrorized with su~ary arrests, confiscation 
of personal property, and kidnapping; several hundred were forced 
to flee their homes and take refuge in larger population 
centers. 

* July 26: Two prominent Baha'is were exe~lted by firing spuad 
in the village of Kashmar, Khorasan. 

* Jllly: Thirty-one Baha'i men from Eskandari, outside Isfahan, 
were driven to a mosque and forced to deny their religion. 

* July: Two teena~e Baha'i students from the villages of Musa­
abad and TTrumiy-'rih were abd"cted fro:!! their schools by ~oslem 
religio'ls instructors who claimed that the two girls converted 
to Islam; the children have not been seen by their parents since 
their kidnapping. 

* July 2~: Nine Baha'is were exec'lted in Tabriz; seven of the 
execnted -nen were T!1e:nbers of the local Paha' i ad'llinistrati ve 
body of Tabriz; one was the member of a special board devoted to 
teaching and protecting the religion. 

* Au 2't1St: 117 Baha'is in Yazd had all their financial assets 
frozen by anthori ties. 
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1981 Continued 

* August 15: 150 Baha'is in Yazd were ordered to report to author­
ities for trial; authorities announced their intention to issue 
"in absentia" decrees for any Baha'i failing to present himself. 

* Au~]st: Campaign of inti~dation against Baha'is in villages 
continued: in Manshad, a'lthori ties confiscated fum! ture, crops, 
and livestock of Baha'i villagers; in Masjid-5ulayman, authorities 
asked banks for detailed list of financial assets of local Baha'is; 
in Hemmat-Abad, wives of Baha'is, who were forced to flee their 
homes after a wave of persec'ltion there, were threatened with 
grave repercussions if their hushands failed to present them­
selves to authorities. 

* December 27: Eight members of Iran's Baha'i Nati.onal Assembly, 
the na ti onal governing body of Iran's Baha I i cormmmi ty, 
were secretly executed by ~overnment officials. No charges 
were made, no trials were held and none of the victims' 
fa~lies was notified of the killings. Five of the bodies were 
subseqnently found in the "infidele" sect~ on of a Muslem 
cemetery. 

• Janllary 7: Six of the nine members of the loc?l Paha'i governing 
body of Tehran were secretly exec'lted by Iranian authorities on 
January 4, 1982. 

• May 3: Two members of the local Baha'i assembly in "rnmiyyih, 
were exec'lted by firing sqnad. 

* Mav 8: Two men and a woman, local 'Oaha'i assembly members in 
Karaj, were executed by firing squad. 

• July 12: Five Baha'is ",ere exec'lted by firinf! squad. FO'lr of 
them vere killed in ~azvin and one in Shiraz. 

* J'J11 12: ¥.r. Y.a.nuchihr Vafa'i ",as 'll'lrdered at his nome in Tehran. 
A note pinned to his body stated that he had been killed bec'lllse 
he re~lsed to abandon his Baha'i beliefs. 

* JulY 17: Seventeen Governments made a joint for'llal representation 
to the Iranian Government in Tehran, protesting its treatment of 
the Baha'is. 

* AUlms t: ¥.r. 'Ali Na I imiyan, prominent Baha'i leader, ",as s'lmmarily 
executed in TT~,iY"'·ih on August 11, after being held in prison 
without charges for one year. 
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1982 Continued 

* 

* 

* 

August: Fifty Baha'i villagers in Saysan were subjected to violence 
and a~lse for sixteen days and were finally forced to sign pre­
pared documents of recantation. Following their release, they 
wrote letters of complaint to the Government, with copies to t~e 
newspapers that had given publicity to their alleged recantations, 
affirming that they were Baha'is and that they had signed the docum­
ents under d~ress. They received no response from the authorities 
and the news':)apers declined to publish their letters. 

Sentember: The nnited Nations Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis­
crimination and Prot-ection of Minorities expressed its concern 
at the continuing human rights violations in Iran, and determined 
that the situation merited the continued scrutiny of the human 
rights organs of the nnited Nations. 

September: Five Baha'is were condemned to death by the Islamic 
Revolutionary Conrt of Shiraz on Septe!Tlber 23. Before passing 
sentence, the judge offered all five their lives if they would 
agree to recant their faith and embrace Islam. All five refused. 
(Three were later executed). 

"It is absolutely certain that in the Islamic 
Remlblic of Iran there is no olace whatsoever 
for ~aha'is and Baha'ism. 

"Before 1t is too late, the Baha'is should re­
cant Baha'i~m, which is conde~ed by reason and 
logic. Otherwise, t~e day will soon come when 
the Islamic nation will deal with them in 
accordance with its religious obligations, like 
it has dealt with other hypocrites who have 
apneared in more dangerous garb and have 
religious and satanic gatherings". (President 
of the Revolutionary Court of Shiraz). 

* October: start of mass arrests of Baha'is in Shiraz. The arrests 
continued throughout October and November, by which ti~e over 80 
Baha'is were beinq held wi tho"t charges in Shiraz Prison. 

* October: Baha'i orisoners in Shiraz were beaten deprived of their 
prayer books and ordered to recite only Muslim prayers. 
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1982 Continued 

• November: 
smmnarily 
(Both had 
to recant 

Mr. Habibu'llah Awji and Hr. Ziya'u'llah Ahrari were 
executed in Shiraz on November 16 amd 21 respectively. 
been conde~ed to death on September 23 after refusing 
their faith). 

• November: At the 37th session of the TTni ted Nations General 
Assembly, many of the Governments expressed their grave anxiety 
over the human rights si tuationlO Jran and referred specifically 
to the religio"s persecution of the Baha' s. 

• December: Fanatical mobs in Qumsar, near Kashan, harassed Baha'is 
and set fire to Baha'i properties. 

• December 27: Sixteen Governments -- the ten Member States of the 
European Community, together with Australia, Austria, Norway, 
Portugal, Sweden and Switzerland - made a joint formal representa­
tion to the Iranian Government in Tehran, once again protesting 
its treatment of the Baha'i minority. -

* January 3: The third of five Baha'is previously sentenced to 
death in Shiraz, Iran in September of last year was executed. 

* January 10: Mrs Guldanih 'Alipur, a woman of .about 60, was 
attacked by a fanatical mob, who strangled her and burned her 
body. The incident took place in a re~ote village in the 
Sari district of Mazindaran Province. 

* February 15: Twenty-two Baha'is sentenced to death in Shiraz, 
Iran. 

• March 10: The TTnited Nations COI!l.llission on Human Rights, in its 
resolution, expressed its "profound concern" at the continuing 
grave violations of hu~an rights in Iran. During debates in the 
Commission, specific appeals were made to the Government of Iran 
to spare the lives of the twenty-two condemned Baha'is. 

• March 12: For refusing to deny their religion, a Paha'i woman 
was hanged in Shiraz, Iran, together with two Baha'i men. 

• April 291 All nine members of the local Baha'i administrative 
council of Zahidan were smmnaril v arrested. 
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1983 Continued 

* 

* 

* 

Mav 1: Two Baha'i men, who had been held in orison in Isfahan 
for six months, were taken to Tehran and summarily executed. 

~: Mayor of New York, Ed Koch, receives seven members of the 
New York B~~a'i commlnity at City Hall to condemn the persecution 
of Baha'is in Iran. 

May 21: President Reagan expressed the TInited States' alarm 
and dismay at the religious perspcution of the Baha'is in Iran 
and apoealed to the Ir anian leadership to spare the l:ves of the 
Baha'is condemned to death in Iran. 

* May 25: The leading Iranian daily newspape~ ~ecently reported 
that 472 Iran Oil }tlnistry employees were "dismiss~d from 
government service for life" because of "membership in the mis­
guided group of Baha'ism w~ich, according to the unanimous 
verdict of Muslims, is a heretical sect". 

* June 16: Six Faha'i men, ranging in age from 23 to 60, were 
hanged in Shiraz. 

* June 18: Ten Baha'i women, including three teenage girls, were 
hanged in Shiraz. The ten were s11bjected to a "!.ong interrogation 
after which they were further pressured to recant their religion 
and accept Islam. When they refused to do so, they were con­
demned to death without treale The executions were carried out 
late at night without prior warni~g to the family of the victims. 

* June 29-30: Two prominent members of the Baha'i National Spiritual 
Assembly were kidna~ped in Tehran. The authorities have denied 
all knowledge of their abduction and their whereabouts and fate 
remain unknown. 

* June 29: Approximately 130 Baha'i residents of the village of 
Ival near Sari, Mazindaran Province, were seized and forcibly 
detained in a walled-in open field. The Baha'i captives -- who 
included women and children -- were held for three days without 
food and water while intense nressure was put upon the~ to recant 
their faith and embrace Islam. 

* Jnne 30: Iranian authorities hanged another Faha'i in Shiraz, 
raising to 17 the number of Faha'is hanged there in the last two 
weeks. 
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1983 Continued 

• 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

July 1: The 130 Baha'i captives were allowed to return to their 
homes in Ival village. That same night, however, they were attacked 
and forced to take refuge in a nearby forest. 

July 7: The European Parliament eJrCressed its "consternation" 
at the recent execUtions in Shiraz (which it described as -the 
product of unspeakable fanaticism"), and firmly condemned the 
Iranian Government's claim that the Eaha'i Faith was a political 
group. 

Aug.'st 2: Seventeen more Baha'is were detained by authorities in 
Iran, bri~ging to 39 the number of Baha'is imprisoned in the last 
three weeks of July. On July 28, two Baha'is in Tehran and fifteen 
in the suburb of Karaj were taken into custody. 

August 16: Twenty-four more Baha'is, includin~ 10 women, were 
imprisoned in Iran between August 3 and August 5. It is not 
known if there were any charges in this latest wave of arrests. 

August 29: Iran's Revolutionary Prosecutor General issued an 
order that effectively banned all Baha'i religi~ls activity, 
and provided the legal foundation on which virtually all members 
of the faith could be charged with crimes in Iran. "This is more 
than simply religious nersecution. It is an attempt by the 
Iranian regime to criminalize an entire fnith -- a situation 
without parallel anywhere in the world", declared Dr. Fir,z 
Kazemzadeh, elected secretary of the Natio"'1al Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of the n.s. 

Seotember 3: The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Iran circulated an open letter to some 2,000 government officials 
and prominent personages in Iran acceptin~ the government decree 
that Baha'i religins organizations were illegal and participation 
in them was a criminal act. 

November: Despite their acceptance of the government decree, at 
least 250 Iranian Baha'is have been arrested since November 1, 
1983. Most were elected leaders of the 400 local assemblies 
which directed the activities of the faith, which has no clergy. 
Three more Eaha'is have been killed (bringing the total documented 
executions to 160 since the Islamic ftmdamentalist regime took 
power) • 
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• 

• 

* 

• 

* 

3anuary 15: At least 550 Baha'is were known to be in prison With­
out charges or trial. One Baha'i villa~er was attacked and killed 
by a mob. 

April: A total of 700 Baha'is are in prison without charges 
or trial. 
Reliable information was received that some prisoners are being 
tortured with the object of forcing recantation of the Baha'i 
Faith and co~fession of false charges. 
Four Baha'is were executed. 
Two Baha'is died in prison under mysterious circumstances. 

May: A total of 703 Baha'is are in prison. 
Tortures intensified for imprisoned Baha'is. 
Four Paha' is were exec1,ted. 
Discovery of the body of a member of the nov-dissolved national 
governing body of the Baha'i Faith in Iran. This man was kidnapped 
in June 1983, he had been confined, tortured and executed in a 
state prison. It is feared that the other 15 Baha'is who disappeared 
may well have shared his fate. 
TTnited state HO'I]se of Representatives unanimously passed a 
resolution deploring the persecntions of the Baha'is in Iran and 
calling on the president to vork with other gover~~ents to relieve the 
plight of the 300,000 Baha'is in Iran. In congressional test-
imony, Assistant Secretary of State Elliot Abrams cited Iran's 
religious persecution of t~e Baha'is as "one of the worst" human 
rights violations in the world, "sickeningly, reminiscent of 
Nazi Germany's treatment of the German Jews before the Holocast". 
TTnited Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) voted to 
appoint a representative assigned to make a thorough study of 
the hu~an rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The 
decision was adopted by 29 votes in favor, 2 against and 14 
abstentions. 

June: The ~nited States Senate unanimously adopted a resolution 
identical to the one passed by the n.s. HO'lse of Representatives 
on May 22. 
Senator John Heinz (R-Ps) said that Senate action "can send a clear 
signal directly to the Iranian regime that we condemn these Ollt­
rageous violations of internationally accepted standards of basic 
human rights". 
Tortures co~tinue for imprisoned Baha'is. 

August: A respi te of several weeks of no Baha'i killings in Iran 
ended wi th the execution of a 52 year old pharmacist. 
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• ~ber 9: It was learned on this date that five more Baha'is 
have died, three by execution, t .... o by prolonged and severe 
torture. Killed by hanging .... ere Ahmad Bashiri and Yunis Nawruzi. 
Details of Firuz Purdil' s execution are still unknown. Shapur 
Markazi and Aminullah Qurbanpur died in prison tmder suspicious 
circumstances after ~uffering repeated torture, the effects 
of .... hich blinded Markazi. 

* December 9: The follo .... ing is the text of the statement issued 
by State Department Spokesman John Hughes at the Department's 
daily briefing, December 19, 1984, 

"According to recent reports, nine more Baha'is imprisoned 
by the Khomeini regime have died in Iranian prisons. Six 
were executed in Tehran on December 9. Three dj.ed in Tabriz 
in November (although word of their deaths has just now been 
received): one executed by hanging, two dead of unknown 
causes but likely victims of torture. We ,mderstand that 19 
Baha'is remain under death sentence in Iran." 

"It is particularly poignant that Iran's latest executions 
of Baha'is occurred on the very eve of Human Rights Day, 
.... hleh co~~emorates the adootion by the TInited Nations of the 
TTniversal Declaration of Human Rights •••• " 
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MONTANA CENTRAL TUMOR REGISTRY 

TESTIMONY -- JANUARY 11, 1985 

EXHIBIT 4 
January 11, 1985 

Chairman Keenan, Members of the Committee, my name is Carol Snyder. 

I am the program supervisor for the Montana Central Tumor Registry. 

Since 1981, cancer has been a reportable disease by law. Only 

hospitals have been required to report. House Bill 113 would 

provide for cancer reporting from independent clinical 

laboratories in addition to hospitals. 

Currently, cancer reporting is done only for those cancer patients 

who are admitted to hospitals. This means that the Central 

Registry is missing reports for cancer patients diagnosed by 

clinical laboratories and treated elsewhere, such as physicians' 

offices. 

This bill would help the Central Registry to obtain more complete, 

reliable statistics for cancer in Montana and would further the 

objective of a valid population-based cancer registry for the 

state. 
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Testimony re HB 113 

Madam Chairman -

EXHIBIT 5 
January 11, 1985 

I am Dr. Sidney Pratt, Chief, Clinical Services Bureau, Health 

Services and Medical Facilities Division, Department of Health and 

Environmental Sciences. 

The Montana Central Tumor Registry Program is assigned 

administratively to my bureau. 

I am here merely to be placed on record in support of HB 113. 

Thank you 



HB 119 

EXHIBIT 6 
January 11, 1985 

Testimony related to a bill for an act entitled: "An act to generally revise 

and update the laws relating to tuberculosis control; allowing enforcement of 

tuberculosis treatment outside of the hospital; and providing an immediate 

effective date." 

Chairman Keenan, members of the committee; I am Judith Gedrose, State 

Epidemiologist and coordinator for communicable disease control activities from 

Montana State Department of Health and Environmental Sciences. 

The statute that now exists related to tuberculosis control appears to give 

precedence to in-hospital care for tuberculosis patients. The majority of 

tuberculosis care today is done on an outpatient basis. Laurance Farer, M.D., 

Director of Centers for Disease Control, Division of Tuberculosis Control has 

stated, "There is absolutely no reason a case should be hospitalized to receive 

medication for tuberculosis. To put someone in the hospital at $200 per day to 

take $1 worth of drugs is not cost effective." 

Adequate tuberculosis treatment requires at least nine months of therapy with 

special medications. The change requested to eliminate the term "communicable 

state" is to clarify the need for health care providers to follow a patient for 

the whole course of treatment. A person can become non-communicable within two 

to three weeks of beginning treatment but if the treatment is not followed 

, carefully or for the prescribed time period, the patient will not stay 



non-infectious. To ensure the chain of infection is broken, each patient should 

be followed from diagnosis until completion of therapy. In Section 2 of the 

bill, the definition of "tuberculosis" is expanded. A person may not have 

"tuberculosis lesions" but still have the organism present in his respiratory 

tract and be capable of transmitting it to others. Those with lesions are 

probably more infectious than those without, but there is a potential for spread 

whenever a person has tuberculosis disease. 

The change in Section 3 would be to expand the Department's powers and duties to 

adopt rules for control of tuberculosis. There is little value in setting forth 

rigid standards for dia9nosis if there is not also provision for acceptable ways 

to treat the disease. Much research has gone into the most effective treatment 

for tuberculosis. If the treatment is done with less than effective methods, 

the patient will continue to be a potential spreader of the disease. The 

Centers for Disease Control and the American Academy of Chest Physicians 

standards are widely accepted and followed. These are the standards the 

Department now recommends and would be adopted in the rule making. Changes in 

Sections 5, 6, 7, and 9 relate to supporting the Department's rule making 

authority for setting treatment standards. 

Tuberculosis certainly is not the dreaded disease of past years, yet the 

organism is present in persons infected in past years and will therefore be in 

the environment and able to cause new infections for some time to come. 

Tuberculosis is a disease that can be controlled with careful scrutiny. The 

changes being requested in the statute related to tuberculosis control will 

clarify the role of both the State and local health departments in providing 



continued follow-up of persons infected and diseased to prevent transmission to 

persons not infected. 

1/9/85 
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EXHIBIT 8 
January 11, 1985 

49th Legislature LC 501 ( 
STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE BILL NO. 119 

A statement of intent is required for House Bill 119 because 

it adds authori ty to adopt rules concerning control of 

tuberculosis to the current authority of the department of health 

and environmental sciences in section 50-17-103, MCA, to adopt 

rules to determine whether tuberculosis exists. 

The object of the specific chapter relating to tuberculosis 

(Title 50, chapter 17, MCA) has always been control of the 

disease, though the section in that chapter granting the 

department rulemaking authority only grants DHES the power to set 

standards for determining the existence of TB. However, since ( 
DHES has independent authority to adopt rules for control of any 

communicable disease (section 50-1-202, MCA) , a category 

including tuberculosis, the department at present has rules in 

force prescribing TB control measures. Adding authority to Title 

50, chapter 17, for DHES to adopt tuberculosis control rules will 

implement the primary purpose of that chapter and render the 

rulemaking authority specific to tuberculosis consistent with 

that granted for control of communicable diseases in general. 

Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature that the 

department of health and environmental sciences have express 

rulemaking authority to adopt tuberculosis control rules setting 

standards for effective outpatient, as well as inpatient, 



treatment of tuberculosis, necessary 

transmission of the disease to others, 

local health departments. 
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