
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Helena, MT
March 21, 2014
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Larry Carver, Hon. Gary Olsen, Hon. Bob Wood, Hon. Steve Fagenstrom, Jackie Schara, Peggy Tonon, and Hon. Jessie Connolly.
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:  Hon. Doug Harkin and Kelly Addy
Members Absent:  Bernie Cassidy, Bill Hooks and Justice Jim Rice.
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan and Kevin Cook
Guests:  None
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes:  The minutes from the meeting on February 21, 2014, were reviewed.   A motion was made by Jackie Schara and seconded by Peggy Tonon that the minutes be approved.  The motion passed unanimously.
Fall 2014 Certification School – Update:  Shauna Ryan reported that she will begin contacting presenters in April due to conflicting commitments within the office.  Bernie Cassidy reported that he had been in contact with Joan Eliel from the Department of Justice and she agreed to cover the presentation on Orders of Protection.  Shauna will follow up with Ms. Eliel regarding those details.  Presenters will be requested to submit their proposed questions for review by mid-June.   
Benchbook Update/Approval of Forms:  Kevin Cook, Electronic Services Coordinator, gave a demonstration of the Supreme Court’s website and what the judges will actually see when they access the benchbook online.  Judge Connolly requested that the Commission approve the posting of all previously approved forms to the website.   Judge Carver moved that the approved forms be published online.  Judge Wood seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Judge Connolly distributed a new packet of forms for the Commission to review and approve.  The following forms were reviewed with recommendations as follows:

1) Lawyer Waiver – Approved with amendments
2) Order:  Motion to Review Public Defender Denial – Approved

3) Omnibus Memorandum – Remanded to subcommittee

4) Omnibus Checklist – Remanded to subcommittee
5) General Information City Court – Tabled for further discussion on placement

6) General Information Municipal Court – Tabled for further discussion on placement

7) General Information Separation of Powers – Tabled for further discussion on placement

8) SRL Omnibus Information – Approved as amended

9) SRL Subpoena Information Sheet – Approved
10) SRL What is discovery – Approved as amended

11) Subpoena – Approved as amended

12) Due Diligence Letter and Affidavit for Check Replacement – Approved
13) Unclaimed Property Memo to Transfer Funds – Tabled to IT

Montana Justice Institute – Update:  Peggy Tonon reported that there won’t be anything new to report until a new dean is appointed at the Law School.  Judge Carver clarified that they are still going to garner interest from the judges at the spring COLJ conference.  The school will be held in June 2015.  It will be open to a maximum of 24 judges.    
Spring 2014 Conference Agenda:  Shauna Ryan reported that all of the speakers had been contacted and confirmed.  She noted that Fred Snodgrass, a criminal defense attorney in Billings, agreed to co-present with Erin Inman on Aggravated DUI.    
NEW BUSINESS:
COCOLJ Member Terms to Expire 6/30/14:

Doug Harkin – Judge Harkin advised that he would not be seeking another term on the Commission.  The Commission should be thinking about a replacement district court judge to fill the vacancy.

Kelly Addy – Mr. Addy advised that he was interested in serving another term.

Bernie Cassidy – Shauna Ryan will ask Mr. Cassidy if he’s interested in serving another term.  
Letter to the Montana Supreme Court from Prairie County Commissioners Re: Terry County Justice Court:  Beth McLaughlin forwarded the COCOLJ a letter from the Prairie County Commission to the Montana Supreme Court regarding some issues they were having with Judge Henry.  Judge Wood made a motion that the Commission draft a letter to the Chief Justice reminding him of the Commission’s limited role in dealing with the issues raised by Prairie County.  This Commission has provided adequate training and IT support to Judge Henry over the course of many years.  If the county has concerns about ethical misconduct they may wish to contact the Judicial Standards Commission.  Judge Carver seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Judge Wood will draft the letter to the Chief Justice and send it to Judge Miller for his review and signature.  

Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.  
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be held on April 28, 2014, at 1:00 p.m. in Whitefish. 
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