
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Helena, MT
January 24, 2014
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Larry Carver, Hon. Gary Olsen, Hon. Jessie Connolly, Hon. Bob Wood, Bernie Cassidy, Jackie Schara, Peggy Tonon, Bill Hooks, Kelly Addy, and Justice Jim Rice (Supreme Court liaison).
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:  Hon. Doug Harkin 

Members Absent:  Hon. Steve Fagenstrom 
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan and Sarah Garcia
Guests:  Hon. Michele Snowberger
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes:  The minutes from the meeting on November 15, 2013, were reviewed.   A motion was made by Kelly Addy and seconded by Peggy Tonon that the minutes be approved as written.  The motion passed unanimously.
SJI Grant for COLJ Law School Institute:  Peggy Tonon reported that she visited with the Dean of the Law School, Irma Russell.  Dean Russell reported that she is retiring and the school is in the process of recruiting a new dean.  She suggested that the Commission put together a proposal for the school’s consideration.  Ms. Tonon suggested meeting with Judge Carver and Judge Mohr to discuss the details of what they would like the curriculum to be.  They will also research funding options.  Judge Olsen suggested that the school be held during the summer of 2015 due to the large number of new judges taking office in January.  Judge Carver agreed to coordinate a telephone conference with Ms. Tonon and Judge Mohr and report back at the next Commission meeting.      
Benchbook Revision Committee - Update:  Judge Snowberger distributed several handouts.  One was the list of forms that have been approved by the Commission; one was a list of those forms that have been denied by the Commission; and then there was a list, along with the attached forms, submitted for review and approval today.  Judge Snowberger asked if the Commission wanted the forms that have been denied to remain on the Court’s website.  Judge Carver suggested that merge codes not be included in the forms on the website.  Judge Snowberger agreed with Judge Carver for the time being, but does feel that eventually the benchbook needs to be Fullcourt compliant (or whatever case management system is being utilized).  It makes sense for a court to be able to view the benchbook online, select a form and drop it into Fullcourt.  Judge Miller clarified that the Commission at this point would like the forms on the website without merge codes.  Judge Snowberger will prepare a general statement about how to use the forms along with a reminder that the forms simply serve as a guideline for the courts.  
  The following forms were reviewed with recommendations as follows:

1) Affidavit of Probable Cause and Request for a Warrant or Summons – Approved
2) Order to Show Cause – Approved

3) PD Information Sheet – Approved as amended

4) Order Changing Court Date or Scheduling COP – Approved

5) Lawyer Waiver – Referred to subcommittee
6) Affidavit in Support of Telephonic Warrant – Link only
7) Order:  Denying Motion for Deferment – Approved as amended
8) Order:  Denying Motion – Approved
9) Order:  Motion to Review Public Defender Denial – Referred to subcommittee
10) Speedy Trial Waiver

Judge Carver moved that the forms be approved or referred to subcommittee as indicated.  Bernie Cassidy seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Judge Snowberger reported that she will not be available to present at the February and March Commission meetings. 
NEW BUSINESS:
Bond Book Committee – Judge Carver reported that the Automation Committee recommended that Kent Sipe, Musselshell County Attorney, be appointed to replace Judge Herman on the Bond Book Committee.  Judge Herman retired at the end of December.  Judge Miller approved the appointment of Kent Sipes to the Bond Book Committee.  The Committee hopes to have the bond schedule approved and ready for distribution by the spring school.

Approve Requests for Temporary Certificate and Waiver of Training for New Judge

Shea Erwin, Lynn Gilbert, Virginia Seigel, David Carter and Steven Bolstad:   Judge Carver moved to approve the waiver committee’s recommendation that the waivers be approved by the Commission.  Jackie Schara seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.     

Approve Request for Waiver of Training (Spring School)
Lori Adams:  Kelly Addy moved that the Commission approve the waiver with the condition that Judge Adams certify she has viewed the tapes within 90 days of the conference.  Peggy Tonon seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  

The Commission unanimously agreed that any judge who receives a waiver and is required to watch the videos after the fact should certify in writing that they have done so.       
Fall 2014 Certification School – Preparation/Planning:  Shauna Ryan explained that she pulled information from the 2010 school.  She noted that the Testing and Certification Committee was made up of the following Commission members:  Hon. Doug Harkin, Bernie Cassidy, Kelly Addy, Peggy Tonon, Bill Hooks and Jackie Schara.  The committee will need to meet and come up with an agenda.  All test questions will need to be covered during the fall training.  The committee will review and approve the proposed questions submitted by the presenters.  Peggy Tonon suggested that the committee first decide if the agenda from the previous certification school should be used and then obtain speakers and solicit the questions.  The committee will meet initially to review the questions and then to review the final product.  Judge Harkin felt that the categories used in 2010 are still just as valid now.  Judge Harkin requested the actual test from 2010.  Shauna Ryan will send the 2010 test to the committee. Judge Harkin will meet with Peggy Tonon and solidify the topics and also have some suggested speakers by the February meeting.  
Spring 2014 Conference Agenda:  Shauna Ryan reported that most speakers had been contacted and confirmed.  No changes have occurred since the last meeting.  
E-Filing:  Judge Carver reported that the e-filing pilot project is being installed and will be up and running by March 1st.  The project will start in the 4th judicial district in September and in the 10th judicial district in the spring of 2015. The gap analysis has been completed with Enterprise - the new web based program.  The Court has reviewed the proposal and will take the proposal to the legislature for funding to purchase the program.

Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.  
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be held in Helena on February 21, 2014, at 8:30 a.m. 
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