
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Helena, MT
February 21, 2014
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Larry Carver, Hon. Gary Olsen, Hon. Bob Wood, Hon. Steve Fagenstrom, Jackie Schara, Peggy Tonon, Bill Hooks, Kelly Addy, and Justice Jim Rice (Supreme Court liaison).
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:  Hon. Doug Harkin and Hon. Jessie Connolly
Members Absent:  Bernie Cassidy
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan and Beth McLaughlin
Guests:  None
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes:  The minutes from the meeting on January 24, 2014, were reviewed.   Judge Carver requested the minutes be corrected to reflect that Judge Miller approved the appointment of Kent Sipes to the Bond Book Committee per the request and recommendation of the Automation Committee.  A motion was made by Jackie Schara and seconded by Judge Wood that the minutes be approved with corrections.  The motion passed unanimously.
Fall 2014 Certification School – Update:  Peggy Tonon reported that a number of folks met by conference call on February 19, 2014.  They went through the agenda from the last certification school and had a couple of changes and a couple of suggestions for speakers.  [See Revised Agenda]  Shauna Ryan agreed to begin the process of contacting and confirming the recommended speakers.  If necessary, speakers can then contact Peggy Tonon and/or Judge Harkin for specifics regarding their presentation content.  
Montana Justice Institute – Update:  Judge Carver reported that he, Peggy Tonon and Judge Mohr had a telephone conference.  Judge Carver located his book from the 1998 MJI, the agenda, the letter from the Court Administrator’s Office, and the test questions.  He will give those to Ms. Tonon to pass along to the Law School.  Peggy Tonon reported that the last school cost approximately $26,000.  Each judge paid $150 registration fee. The Law School administration suggested that the MJI teachers/presenters should be paid what the summer school teachers are paid -- $2,000/credit hour.  In the 1998 contract for MJI, the professors were paid according to their daily rate based on their salary which was significantly more money.  Two professors and a staff administrator cost $17,000.  If we followed that model, the average cost for each professor per day would be $500.  The third option would be to offer the professors $3,000/credit hour and they would likely be very content.  They would be making $1,000 more than they would make teaching a summer school class at the Law School.  The lodging in the dorms would be $24/night for a single room, $20/night for a double room.  The cost for 24 students in single rooms would be roughly $9,000.  Participants would be on their own for meals.  The cost of an opening reception could be built into the budget.  Beth McLaughlin reported that the costs are all contingent on the State Justice Institute grant.  Ms. McLaughlin will apply for the grant during the fall of 2014, SJI awards the grant in January 2015, and the Court would have one year to use the money.  She anticipated that the Court would receive $30,000 from SJI; the Court will then have to match half of the award, which makes the total MJI budget $45,000.  The grant will cover the professor costs and the judges’ lodging, and possible other miscellaneous costs.  Judge Miller suggested that those judges who attend - and successfully pass - the MJI classes can then request a waiver of training to use within one year in place of a COLJ school.   Ms. Tonon will contact the professors.   
Benchbook Update/Approval of Forms:  Judge Connolly has copies of two forms that Judge Snowberger forwarded to her the day before.  However, due to weather, Judge Connolly was unable to attend the meeting in person so the forms have not yet been distributed to the rest of the Commission.  These forms will be reviewed at the next Commission meeting.
Spring 2014 Conference Agenda:  Shauna Ryan reported that all of the speakers had been contacted and confirmed.  Judge Muth agreed to cover the session on contempt, along with Judge West, Judge Drusch and Judge Budeski.  No other changes have occurred since the last meeting.  
NEW BUSINESS:
Courthouse Security:  Judge Fagenstrom suggested a training session on courthouse security.  Limited court judges deal daily with orders of protection – which involve family law, issues involving custody and visitation, issues involving violations of the orders of protection, and partner/family member assaults.  Yet those courts haven’t had any extensive training surrounding the security issues facing the courts.  This issue incorporates the separation of powers.  The courts need security, but the executive branch pays for it.  If there’s no money, then there’s no security.  The courts need a plan of action when there’s a threat.  Judge Fagenstrom moved that courthouse security be covered at a future COLJ conference.  Judge Carver seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  This topic will likely be addressed at the spring 2015 conference.          
Request for Waiver of Training/Statement of Certification – Form Modification:  Shauna Ryan distributed the updated Waiver of Training form along with a proposed Statement of Certification form that the judges will sign stating they have in fact reviewed the missed training sessions as required.  Kelly Addy moved that the forms be approved.  Judge Fagenstrom seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.    
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.  
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be held on March 21, 2014, at 8:30 a.m., in Helena. 
  July 8, 2014
PAGE  
2

