MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction
Helena, MT
June 17, 2011
Members Present were:  Hon. Larry Carver, Hon. Greg Mohr, Hon. Gary Olsen, Hon. Marie Anderson, Peggy Tonon, Bernie Cassidy, Kelly Addy and Hon. Doug Harkin (via the phone).    
Members Absent: Supreme Court Liaison Justice Jim Nelson, Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Seven Fagenstrom and Randi Hood
Staff Present:  Beth McLaughlin and Shauna Ryan
Guests:  None
Judge Mohr called the meeting to order at 8:40.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
MINUTES:   The minutes from the May 2, 2011 meeting were reviewed.   A motion was made by Kelly Addy and seconded by Bernie Cassidy that the minutes be approved as written.  The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS: 
Records Retention Issue:  Judge Miller left a note recommending the following members to a records retention committee:

Judge Audrey Barger, Judge Kara Bailey (chairwoman), Judge Gail Beckham, Judge Kerry Burman, Judge Jean Kerr, Judge Nancy Luth, Judge Michelle Snowberger, and Clerk of Court Jennifer Boschee.  The committee will be asked to prepare recommendations for all judges to review at the fall conference.   The final recommendations will go the state records retention committee.  Judge Olsen made a motion to appoint the committee members; Peggy Tonon seconded the motion; it passed unanimously. 
TO DO: Staff will notify the chairwoman and committee members. 

Forsyth City Court Issues:  Judge Mohr reviewed the letter from the Supreme Court regarding the Commission duties. Judge Mohr reviewed the Commission duties regarding education. Commission members discussed the need to clarify with other judges the role of the Commission. Judge Miller will be asked to address that at the fall conference.  In addition, Kelly Addy agreed to look at the Commission rules regarding waivers as the situation in question started when Judge Batey was not at the conference and requested a waiver. The Commission would also like to discuss any necessary changes to the rules with Justice Nelson to assure they are in line with the Supreme Court’s guidance.  
TO DO: Staff will send the rules to all Commission members. Kelly Addy will suggest any proposed changes to the waiver of training rules. Staff will ask Justice Nelson to attend the next Commission meeting for a general discussion about the Commission’s role. 

Consumer Debt Materials:  Beth stated that the AG’s office would be setting up a meeting to work on informational materials for self-represented litigants.   Judge Fagenstrom and Judge Olsen volunteered to be part of the effort at the last meeting.
Montana Prevention Coalition MOU:   The matter was continued to the August meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Evaluations:  The Commission reviewed the evaluations from the most recent school. Commission members were interested in having more people complete the evaluations and having comments that are directed at future training opportunities. Judge Carver made a motion to have Judge Miller talk about the evaluations at the start of the fall Conference; the motion was seconded by Prof. Tonon; it passed unanimously.  Commission members also suggested that Judge Miller could introduce the Commission members and remind attendees about the need to be courteous with laptops and cellphones.
Fall 2011 Agenda:  The Commission members approved the fall agenda with several minor changes. 
Contempt:  The Commission members reviewed a contempt proceeding from a court that indicated that additional training is needed on contempt issues.  Commission members are concerned that some judges still appear to be very confused about the use of contempt
. Judge Carver noted that it is important to provide examples to the speaker covering contempt in the fall.  Commission members discussed the need to have some type of training on contempt at each school.

Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting of the COCOLJ will be August 19th in Helena at the OCA office starting at 8:30 a.m.
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m.
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