`
MINUTES OF DCC MEETING

May 15, 2013
Billings, MT

DCC Voting Members Present
The Honorable Mike McGrath, Chief Justice, Montana Supreme Court

The Honorable Dusty Deschamps, District Court Judge, 4th Judicial District  
The Honorable John C. McKeon, District Court Judge, 17th Judicial District 

The Honorable Greg Todd, District Court Judge, 13th Judicial District 
The Honorable Dirk Sandefur, District Court Judge, 8th Judicial District

DCC Non-Voting Members Present
Lori Maloney, Clerk of District Court, Butte-Silver Bow 

Jim Reno, Yellowstone County Commissioner
Glenda Travitz, Court Reporter, 21st Judicial District
Glen Welch, Chief Juvenile Probation Officer, 4th Judicial District 
Staff
Beth McLaughlin, Court Administrator
Becky Buska, Finance Director
DCC Members Excused
Guests
The Honorable Katherine Bidegaray, District Court Judge, 7th Judicial District 
Becky Bird, District Court Administrator, 13th Judicial District

I. Welcome, Introductions and Approval of October  2012 Minutes
Welcome
The District Court Council met on Wednesday, May 15, 2013 at noon in Billings, MT. The Honorable Chief Justice McGrath called the meeting to order.  A quorum being present, the meeting convened and business was transacted as follows:
Approve October Minutes

The minutes passed unanimously.
II. PUBLIC COMMENT

None. 
III. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Beth updated the members on information technology issues within the Branch. The e-filing contract was awarded to LT CourTech and the project would begin with pilot implementation targeted for late 2013 or early 2014.  She also told the committee the new Judicial Branch website would be completed toward the end of June.  
She reviewed legislation including SJ22, a study of family law; HB107, which moved payments of attorneys for a CASA to the branch; and SB348, which clarifies reporting responsibilities between youth courts and school districts.  

Beth reviewed the budget from 2013 Legislature. Generally the Branch had a good session including funding of a drug court proposal, funding of variable expense proposal and continued funding of the Court Help program. Unfortunately, the budget subcommittee eliminated $250,000 each year from the JDIP fund in the Department of Corrections budget.  Chief Justice McGrath thanked the judges who assisted with restoring a budget cut on the Senate floor. The cut would have been significant and the assistance from judges with their local legislators was extremely helpful. 
Beth reviewed the FTE allocated to the Branch for District Courts.  The Branch received three of the seven requested FTE. Chief Justice McGrath noted that the District Court Council was statutorily obligated to determine the allocation of the FTE. He recommended the DCC direct staff to analyze the staffing issues and bring a proposal to the next DCC meeting. Council members agreed and directed staff to provide a proposal at the next meeting.  
Beth reviewed the pay bill, which was not funded as requested by the Executive. The OCA was evaluating the bill to determine funding levels and would make a recommendation to the Supreme Court by the end of June. Beth asked the DCC if they would be willing to endorse a higher level of vacancy savings to support slightly higher pay increases for staff. DCC members agreed but were concerned that a high vacancy savings rate could harm courts. 
Becky provided an update on fiscal year end. 
IV.
Case Processing Measures Update
Members reviewed the static case measurement dashboard for the first quarter of 2013.  Beth stated that the inactivity dismissal process was finished in FullCourt and would assist clerks in closing stale cases. 
V. Drug Court Policy #880
Beth presented the revised drug court policy and proposed allocation for FY2014. The new policy adds the 7th and 13th Judicial District Adult Felony Courts to the funding matrix and removed the Mineral County Adult Treatment Court as it ending operations. 

Judge Todd moved approval of the policy; Judge Deschamps seconded the motion; passed unanimously. 
VI. CASA Attorney Funding
The DCC considered a change to Judicial Branch Policy 820, which addresses costs of guardian ad litem.  Beth explained that the policy had to be changed to include the cost of attorneys appointed by the judge to represent a CASA volunteer. The policy caps the appointments at $60 per hour with a total amount not to exceed $40,000 each fiscal year. Beth explains this represents the amount transferred to the branch from the public defender budget. 
Judge McKeon moved to approve the policy but with amendment striking $40,000 from section 3.2 (d) and replacing it with $32,000. He explained he wanted the DCC to review expenditures before they were overspent.  Judge Deschamps seconded the motion; motion passed unanimously.  

VII. Other

Chief Justice McGrath noted that the next meeting would need to be rescheduled to accommodate several members. The DCC agreed to meet via phone on August 12 at 7 a.m. for the purpose of allocating the FTE received during the legislative session. The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
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