MINUTES OF DCC MEETING

July 24, 2009
Helena, MT  

DCC Voting Members Present
The Honorable Mike McGrath, Chief Justice, Supreme Court

The Honorable Katherine Curtis, District Court Judge, 11th Judicial District (via video)
The Honorable Greg Todd, District Court Judge, 13th Judicial District (via video)
The Honorable John C. McKeon, District Court Judge, 17th Judicial District (via video)
DCC Non-Voting Members Present
Jim Reno, Yellowstone County Commissioner
Lori Maloney, Clerk of District Court, Butte Silver Bow (via video)
Glen Welch, Chief Juvenile Probation Officer, Missoula County
Staff
Lois Menzies, Court Administrator

Beth McLaughlin, Court Services Director

Becky Buska, Financial Services Director
Excused
The Honorable Mike Salvagni, District Court Judge, 18th Judicial District

Glenda Travitz, Court Reporter, Ravalli County 

I. Welcome, Introductions and Approval of May 13, 2009 Minutes
Welcome
The District Court Council met on Friday, July 24, 2009 at 8:35 a.m. in Helena, MT.  The Honorable Chief Justice Mike McGrath called the meeting to order.  A quorum being present, the meeting convened and business was transacted as follows:
Approve May DCC Minutes


Motion to Adopt:  Judge Todd moved the approval of the May 13, 2009 District Court Council meeting minutes as printed. Judge Curtis seconded the motion.  No further discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.


II. PUBLIC COMMENT

None 
III. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Lois Menzies provided the council with a budget update. Lois noted that the Judicial Branch would have about $300,000 in carry forward money that would assist with the budget shortfall.  In addition, she reviewed the measures adopted in May and implemented by the OCA.  Lois mentioned that the OCA was not paying guardian ad litem costs in domestic relations cases. Chief Justice McGrath noted that this was an area of concern for several districts. He requested additional information from staff for review at the October meeting. He also noted that he wanted to discuss the staffed programs. Judge Curtis noted that the staffed positions were in place prior to state assumption and were created by counties in lieu of other positions. 

Lois also noted that she had met with several court reporters to discuss the reduction in the use of relief reporters. She noted that the feedback was generally positive. Judge Todd stated that he talked with his reporters and believed that reporters should be requited to fill-in for each other when possible. He requested that the OCA bring a policy to the October meeting outlining this requirement. Other members agreed with Chief Justice McGrath requesting that staff work closely with court reporter representative Glenda Travitz. 
Lois also reviewed the court security grants provided to counties during the past biennium. 

Judge Todd noted as part of the budget discussion that self-represented litigant numbers seemed to be increasing. He requested information about the number of self-represented litigants.  Judge McKeon also requested information about the number of web “hits” on self-represented litigant forms.  Beth stated that she would work on getting those numbers. 
IV. DRUG COURT FUNDING POLICY #880
Lois reviewed the revised drug court funding policy and funding proposal for FY 2010. 

She also noted that the drug court judges agreed to the distribution of funds and the proposed policy.  Judge Curtis requested that staff revise the policy to insert the specific names of the family drug courts in section 3.3.  DCC members agreed with this change. Judge Todd made a motion to approve the policy as amended; Judge Curtis seconded the policy. The policy as amended passed unanimously.  Judge Curtis noted that in the future the Council needs to figure out how to be more inclusive and encourage development of drug courts in other parts of the state.
 V.  ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:45 a.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 14, 2009 in Red Lodge at 8:30 a.m. 
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