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DISTRICT COURT COUNCIL

DRAFT
Minutes oF JANUARY 19, 2007
301 SOUTH PARK AVE 

HELENA, MONTANA

DCC Voting Members Present:

The Honorable Karla Gray, Chief Justice, Supreme Court
The Honorable Katherine Curtis, District Court Judge, 11th Judicial District

The Honorable John McKeon, District Court Judge, 17th Judicial District

The Honorable Gregory Todd, District Court Judge, 13th Judicial District
The Honorable Thomas McKittrick, District Court Judge, 8th Judicial District
DCC Non-voting Members Present:

Lori Maloney, Clerk of the District Court, Butte

Glenda Travitz, Court Reporter, Hamilton-By Video Conference
Mike Hutchin, County Commissioner, Polson

Staff:  

Lois Menzies, Court Administrator

Beth McLaughlin, Court Services Director
Amber Richmond, Administrative Assistant

I. Welcome, Introductions, Approval of Minutes

The District Court Council met on Friday, January 19, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. at 301 South Park Ave, Helena, Montana.  Chairperson, Chief Justice Karla M. Gray called the meeting to order.  A quorum being present, the meeting duly convened and business was transacted as follows. Minutes for October 11, 2006 District Court Council meeting were approved.
II. Public Comment


None

III. Administrator’s Report
Legislative Update
a. HB 18-Revises the time for a  Judge to file travel voucher has been referred to State Administration Senate committee. 

b. SB 124-Cost for state hospital forensic commitment for court-ordered exam has been referred to Public Health, Welfare and Safety Senate Hearing. 
c. SB 146-Revise Juvenile Delinquency Intervention Act has been referred to Judiciary Senate Hearing. Has passed through Committee and now goes to Senate floor. 
Budget Proposals
d. Lois reviewed the budget proposals. The Judicial Branch has 13 funding proposals for the 2009 Biennium. IT and a one-time-only $3.9 million technology proposal. HB 14 larger proposals go to the Long Range Planning Committee. 

IV. Workload Study Update –Approval of Study-Hon. John McKeon


The Council reviewed the Montana District Court Judicial Workload Assessment Study that was drafted by the National Center for State Courts Court Services.  Reports will be distributed next week. At May 2007 MJA meeting report will be discussed. 
Judge Curtis made motion to approve and adopt the Judicial Workload Study with corrections to page 31 & 32, Judge Todd seconded, Judge McKeon called question. Motion carried unanimously.
V. Uniform District Court Rules/Proposed Revisions

DCC should be the group to look at these revisions. Hold rules to be sent out for comment until DCC had a chance to look them over. Need to compare to the Workload Assessment Study to make any revisions to current rules. 
Judge McKeon made motion to request that the Supreme Court hold outside input on the revision to the District Court Rules to allow the DCC to further analyze revisions, in light of our Judicial Workload Study. Judge McKittrick seconded, Judge Todd called question. Motion carried unanimously.

VI. Next Meeting Date, New Business and Adjourn
a. Next meeting

The next DCC meeting is scheduled for 8am – Noon, May 9, 2007 in Billings during the MJA Spring Conference. 
b. New Business
None
c. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 12:58 p.m., by order of the Chair, Chief Justice Karla M. Gray.
