(DRAFT) MINUTES OF February 18, 2005

ATTORNEY’S LOUNGE

4TH FLOOR JUSTICE BUILDING

HELENA MONTANA

DCC Voting Members Present

The Honorable Karla Gray, Chief Justice, Supreme Court

The Honorable Thomas McKittrick, District Court Judge, 8th Judicial District

The Honorable Ed McLean, District Court Judge, 4th Judicial District

The Honorable Katherine Curtis, District Court Judge, 11th Judicial District

Non-Voting Members Present

Lori Maloney, Clerk of District Court, Butte

Glen Welch, Chief Probation Officer, Missoula

Members Not Present

The Honorable John McKeon, 16th Judicial District

Mike Hutchin, Lake County

Penny Doig-Martin, Court Reporter

Staff

Jim Oppedahl, Court Administrator

Beth McLaughlin, Court Services Director

Becky Buska, Financial Services Director

Ann Strizich, Administrative Assistant

Karen Nelson, IT Director

Guests

Shirley Faust, Clerk of District Court, Missoula

Bonnie Olson, Court Administrator, 11th Judicial District

David Ewer, State Budget Director

I. WELCOMES, INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 17, 2004 MINUTES

Welcomes

The District Court Council met on Friday, February 18. 2005 at 8:00 a.m. at the Justice Building. Chairwoman Chief Justice Karla M. Gray called the meeting to order. A quorum being present, the meeting duly convened and business was transacted as follows:

Approve November 12, 2004 DCC Minutes

Motion to Adopt: Judge McKittrick moved to adopt the November 12, 2004 District Court Council Meeting minutes, Judge Curtis seconded, and Judge McLean called the question. No further discussion. Motion carried unanimously.

II. PUBLIC COMMENT (ON AGENDA MATTERS ONLY)

None was given

III. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Jim Oppedahl handed out summaries of the legislative subcommittee actions. Highlights include:

· The subcommittee approved 7.95 FTE for minimum staffing for the District Courts. The subcommittee added 3 additional FTE from the governor’s proposed 4.95 FTE. The new FTE will assist in meeting minimum staffing in the courts.

· The subcommittee added $300,000 to Governor Schweitzer’s recommended $1.9 million for on-going information technology needs.  The general fund would be backfilled with the IT surcharge under HB536, which removes the sunset from the surcharge and puts it into the General Fund.  The subcommittee also approved $1.3 million on one-time only appropriation for software licenses for a District Court Case Management program.         

· The subcommittee did not approve funding for the work-study of District Courts. The Judiciary will continue to seek the money and would also seek grant sources for the project if needed.

· The subcommittee did not fund the request for pay equalization funding. This funding would allow the judiciary to address pay equity issues in the District Courts. This is high priority; the Judiciary will continue to pursue this funding.  

· Judicial Education funding was approved at $50,000 per year and while not what was requested, it is more than they’ve had before.

Chief Justice Gray reiterated that pay is the top priority with the work assessment study being second.

Mr. Oppedahl handed out a summary of bills to be watched. 

· HB 205, regarding bond forfeiture, passed the House. 

· HB 414 fixes an audit problem with the Juvenile Delinquency Incentive Program (in committee). 

· HB 536 removes the IT surcharge termination and puts it in the General Fund (in committee). 

· HB 752 is an IT bonding program of about $3.1 million for funding one-time projects (in committee). 

· SB146 is the Public Defender bill (in subcommittee). 

· SB 426 clarifies the status of youth records (in committee).

· LC 1934 transfers the Juvenile Incentive Program from Corrections to the Judiciary (not yet introduced).

IV.    DAVID EWER, BUDGET DIRECTOR
Mr. Ewer joined the meeting briefly to introduce himself and emphasize Governor Schweitzer’s commitment to cooperate with the Judiciary and strengthening the relationship between the two. On behalf of the Commission, both Chief Justice Gray and Judge McKittrick expressed their thanks for his appearance and comments.

IV. UNIFORM CASE FILING STANDARDS

A team of Judiciary representatives traveled to Denver and worked with staff from the National Center for State Courts to finish a draft of the uniform case filing standards. The proposal is necessary before any work-study analysis. The group included Beth McLaughlin, Karen Nelson, Bonnie Olson, Shirley Faust and Lori Maloney.  The group presented the proposal to the council members.  

The proposed standards would determine how cases are counted and tracked by Clerks of the District Courts.  The Council members went through each case type and made adjustments to the draft proposal.  Council members noted that extensive training would be necessary for all parts of the court system including judges, clerks and attorneys. 

Judge Curtis suggested that all judges receive a copy of the draft standards prior to the next meeting. Council members agreed this would be an appropriate step.   Council members requested that District Court judges receive notice that the DCC will vote on the uniform case filing standards at the April 22 meeting. Judges will have until April 1 to respond with comments on the proposed standards.  Ms. Maloney noted that clerks have seen the standards and have had an opportunity to comments. 

By acclamation, the Council thanked the group for the time and effort spent on this project.

V. Other Business and Adjourn

The District Court Council will meet again on April 22 at 8 a.m. in the Justice Building. 

There being no other business, Chief Justice Gray adjourned the meeting at 11:10.
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