DISTRICT COURT COUNCIL 

Minutes of September 17, 2004

Holiday Inn – Ponderosa Room

Billings Montana

DCC Voting Members Present:

The Honorable Karla Gray, Chief Justice, Supreme Court

The Honorable Thomas McKittrick, District Court Judge, 8th Judicial District

The Honorable Ed McLean, District Court Judge, 4th Judicial District

The Honorable John McKeon, District Court Judge, 17th Judicial District

The Honorable Katherine Curtis, District Court Judge, 11th Judicial District

DCC Non – Voting Members Present:

Lori Maloney, Clerk of District Court, Butte

Staff:

Jim Oppedahl, Court Administrator

Beth McLaughlin, Court Services Director

Patt Leikam, Community Programs Specialist – Billings (Substitute Recorder)

I. Welcome, Introductions and Approval of July 16, 2004 Minutes

The District Court Council met on Friday, September 17, 2004 at 8:00 a.m. at the Holiday Inn – Ponderosa Room, Billings Montana.

Chief Justice Karla M. Gray called the Meeting to Order.


Introductions were made:  DCC Voting, Non-Voting Members, Staff.

Chris Ryan, Technical Representative for the National Center for State Courts.

Karen Nelson, Information Systems Specialist


Post-Introductions:
       Roland Mena, Department of Crime Control





       Nikki Schaubel, Municipal Court-Billings

A quorum being present, the meeting duly convened and business was transacted as follows:

A. Approval of July 16, 2004 DCC Minutes

No additions or corrections.  Judge McKittrick moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Judge Curtis Seconded.  No further discussion.  Question called.           Motion carried unanimously.

II. Public Comment

None.

III. Administrator’s Report – Jim Oppedahl
Court Administrator Jim Oppedahl presented a PowerPoint slide presentation that provided an overview of budget proposals submitted to the Governor’s Budget Office in late August, an overview of Information Technology needs in the branch and information on the costs of “unfit to proceed” treatment that have not in the past been billed to the courts by the Department of Health and Human Services.  
IV.  Technical Assistance – National Center for State    Courts

Chris Ryan of the National Center for State Courts provided an overview of methods used by court systems around the United States to assess judicial workload.  Mr. Ryan presented the Council with general background information about workload assessment, analyzing the mix of cases, helping to allocate work equitable, measuring relative need across the courts and a springboard for quality of justice and best practices.  

Mr. Ryan outlined a 13-step process for conducting a state-level workload assessment.  He will provide the Council with a written summary of his recommendations on how the District Court Council could begin a similar process in Montana.

Introduction of Roland Mena, Executive Director of the Board of Crime Control 

Roland Mena was introduced to the Council.  He provided background information on grants administered by the Board of Crime Control.  He noted with concern that the allocation the Board receives from the Edward Byrnes Memorial Funds may have a 65% reduction from $2.4 million dollars to $800,000 based on the current appropriations in the Congress and outlined similar challenges in other grant funded areas.

IV. Indigent Defense Policy – Survey Results and Review

Beth McLaughlin outlined the response to surveys sent to District Judges on the issue determining income and assets when indigent defense resources are provided to a defendant.  All but three Judges returned the survey.  The results showed varied methods of determining indigence.  

General discussion revolved around the question of who makes the final determination, the Judge or Public Defender. Other discussion concerned income and assets clarification, financial affidavit samples, adoption of a policy, the necessity of a policy giving standards and sliding scales.

A revised Indigent Defense Policy will be submitted for consideration at the November DCC meeting.

V. Legislative Proposals

Bond Forfeiture Proposal:

The Council discussed amendments 46-9-511 to provide that forfeited bail monies in district courts would be deposited in the state general fund. The Council endorsed the bill and asked that it be submitted.

Law and Justice Update:

Jim Oppedahl briefly discussed the statewide public defender system bill (LC214).  It was approved by the Interim Law & Justice Committee at their September meeting.

VI. Other Business – Adjourn

Next meeting will be held November 12, 2004 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Agenda items for the November meeting will include:


National Center Proposal


Indigent Defense Policy


Review of Section 202 and Section 221 -  Court Ordered Evaluations


Strategy for Developing Uniform Case File Standards.

Judge Curtis motioned for adjournment.  Judge McKeon, seconded.

Meeting adjourned.
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