MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 12, 2004

ATTORNEY’S LOUNGE

4TH FLOOR JUSTICE BUILDING

HELENA MONTANA

DCC Voting Members Present

The Honorable Karla Gray, Chief Justice, Supreme Court

The Honorable John McKeon, District Court Judge, 17th Judicial District

The Honorable Thomas McKittrick, District Court Judge, 8th Judicial District

The Honorable Ed McLean, District Court Judge, 4th Judicial District

The Honorable Katherine Curtis, District Court Judge, 11th Judicial District

Non-Voting Members Present

Lori Maloney, Clerk of District Court, Butte

Glenda Travitz, Court Reporter (In place of Vicki Pratt), 21st Judicial District

Staff

Jim Oppedahl, Court Administrator

Beth McLaughlin, Court Services Director

Becky Buska, Financial Services Director

Amber Richmond, Administrative Assistant

Guests

The Honorable Mike Salvagni, District Court Judge, 18th Judicial District 

The Honorable Holly Brown, District Court Judge, 18th Judicial District 

Dorothy Bradley, Court Administrator, 18th Judicial District

John Glover, President of Gallatin County Bar Association

Dorie Refling, President-Elect of the Gallatin County Bar Association

John Vincent, Chairman of Gallatin County Commission

Gordon Morris, MACO

I. WELCOMES, INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 17, 2004 MINUTES

Welcomes


The District Court Council met on Friday, November 12, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. at the Justice Building. Chairwoman Chief Justice Karla M. Gray called the meeting to order. A quorum being present, the meeting duly convened and business was transacted as follows:

Approve September 17, 2004 DCC Minutes

Motion to Adopt: Judge McKeon moved to adopt the September 17, 2004 District Court Council Meeting minutes, Judge Curtis seconded, and Judge McLean called the question. No further discussion. Motion carried unanimously.

II. PUBLIC COMMENT (ON AGENDA MATTERS ONLY)



None was given

III. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Jim Oppedahl introduces Becky Buska as the new Financial Services Director. 

IT Status Update:

· Full Court will be installed in 100 courts of limited jurisdiction by January 2005. 

· JCMS training will begin in Helena, in early 2005, for Clerks’ of Court. The module includes a graphical interface on JCMS. Those districts without the jury module will receive training first. 

· Shirley Faust, Clerk of Court in Missoula, is interested in piloting Full Court in District Court.  Judge McKeon asked how long is the pilot would last?  Mr. Oppedahl said it would start in early 2005 and run for several months. 

· Judge McLean asked if the branch was pursuing a new district court system in the 2005 Legislature. Mr. Oppedahl reviewed the budget request, which does request funding for a new district court case management system. However, the branch will still improve JCMS to ensure that the system is operational during the transition to a new system.

· Judge Curtis asked if the branch is asking for both the JCMS improvement funds and the deployment money.  Mr. Oppedahl said the improvements are close to finished; the court will ask for money for a new system upgrade. 

· Lori Maloney stated that a new system like Full Court would be the most efficient from the clerk’s perspective.  

· Mr. Oppedahl reported that the 18th Judicial District judges are piloting a web-based court calendar product.  He will report on the system in the future. 

Budgets:

· Budgets will be allocated to the districts by end of November.  The fixed budget will be done first with the variable to follow. 

· Mr. Oppedahl reported that the supplemental request would be at $6.8 million. He also reviewed the branch’s budget package.  

IV. NATIONAL CENTER FOR STATE COURTS PROPOSAL

TIMELINE AND FUNDING OPTIONS

Members reviewed the National Center for State Courts’ report about the workload study. Mr. Oppedahl reported that the study could start as soon as funding is secured. He reported that the he would ask for one-time-only money to fund the project.  The members discussed the proposal at length. 


Motion: Judge McLean moved that we have a study conducted by the National Center for State Courts, under the direction of the District Court Council that will address the needs and resources of the District Courts across the state of Montana.  Judge Curtis seconded the motion. Judge McKeon called the question.  The motion carried unanimously. 

The DCC also requested that Mr. Oppedahl work with the clerks and finish a draft of the Uniform Case Filing Standards for the DCC. 
V. TRAVAL POLICIES-APPROVAL

INDIGENT DEFENSE DRAFT POLICY

The DCC considered revisions to the Employee Travel Policy (770) and the Indigent Defense Travel Policy (880). The revisions reflect changes made to the state’s travel reimbursement rate.  

Motion:  Judge McKittrick moved to adopt the changes, Judge McLean seconded the motion and Judge Curtis called the questions. The motion carried unanimously. 

       The DCC considered the Court Appointed Counsel/Indigent draft policy. 

Motion: Judge McKeon moved to adopt with an amendment to section 3.0 (B) (3):  “Ensure that the determination process allows for partial payment of fees based upon the level if indigence.”  Judge McKeon also moved an amendment to 3.1 (B) to read:  “The court may only direct the state to pay expenses for the defendants or respondents who have been found indigent and eligible for appointed counsel.”  Judge Curtis seconded the motion, Judge McLean called the question, and motion carried unanimously.

VI. 18TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDGES AND STAFF

Judge McKeon introduced Judge Mike Salvagni of the 18th Judicial District. Judge McKeon invited him to present a legislative proposal to the DCC.   Judge Salvagni notified the DCC that the 18th Judicial District in conjunction with local legislators and local government officials would pursue an additional District Court judge 

for the 18th Judicial District.  Judge Salvagni described the reasons for the needing the additional judge.  He noted that the county and members of the bar support the bill.  He 

requested the support of the DCC.   County Commissioner John Vincent, Dorie Refling from the Gallatin County Bar and John Glover, the president of the Gallatin County Bar also endorsed the proposal.  The DCC discussed the proposal at length. 

Motion: Judge McKittrick made a motion to support a third judge for Gallatin County. Judge Curtis seconded the motion and Judge McKeon called the question.  Motion carried by a four to one vote.  Chief Justice Gray made special note that she is unable to endorse the motion because it is not supported by the Supreme Court and does not take into account the significant needs within the District Courts. 

VII. OTHER BUSINESS AND ADJOURN

No other Business.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:34 p.m. 
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