Addendum A


Notification Letter

Date:     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
RE: School District Notification for      
Dear      :

I am providing you notice regarding the above-mentioned youth pursuant to M.C.A. 41-5-215 (3) (a).  This will be the only written notification that the Youth Court will send.  

Section 41-5-215(3)(a), MCA states:

 Notwithstanding the requirements of 20-5-321(1)(d) or (1)(e). subject to the provisions of   subsection (3)(b) of this section, and according to the guidelines in subsection (3)(f) of this section, the chief probation officer or other designee from the district that has jurisdiction over the matter or the department of corrections for youth under the supervision of the department shall notify the school district that the youth presently attends or the school district that the youth has applied to attend, of a youth’s past or current drug use and/or criminal activity if after an investigation has been completed:

(i) a petition has been filed with the youth court or charges are filed in district court         alleging a violation of any section in Title 45, chapter 5 or
(ii) the youth has admitted the allegation and the acts involve any offense in which           another youth was an alleged victim and the admitted activity has a bearing on the safety of children.

The youth’s status is as follows:

1. A petition   FORMCHECKBOX 
 has been filed alleging a violation of  (add criminal cite).  The case number is DJ-     .  The case file is public information and available at the ________ Clerk of Court’s Office located at  _____________. 
2. A petition   FORMCHECKBOX 
 has not been filed, however the youth has admitted to the allegation and the acts involve an offense in which another youth was an alleged victim and the admitted activity has a bearing on the safety of children.  The admitted offense is a violation of (add criminal cite). Please note this is an informal Youth Court matter and thus, subject to 41-5-221, MCA.
Included with this letter is an Acknowledgment of Receipt of Letter form.  Please use the envelope provided to return the original signed form signed by the superintendent, principal, county superintendent or a designee. A list of designees, if authorized, must be on file with the Youth Court Office.  
The Montana Youth Court Act regulates the sharing of information regarding youth charged with status offenses or delinquent acts. Please familiarize yourself with the statutes mentioned below to ensure that information is protected as required by the statute. Section 41-5-221, MCA states:

 Penalty for unauthorized disclosure of or access to records. A person who discloses or accesses a formal youth court record, an informal youth court record, or a department record in violation of 41-5-215 or 41-5-216 is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined $500. 

The juvenile probation officer assigned to this case is:                    . Please contact him/her if you have questions about this matter. 

Sincerely,


Chief Juvenile Probation Officer
cc: County Attorney ( if a petition has been filed)
