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1.0 Policy
The Judicial Branch recognizes that juvenile detention facilities provide necessary services to juveniles involved in the Youth Court system.  Pursuant to 41-5-1803, MCA, each county is responsible for providing services for the detention of youth in facilities separate from adult jails. 

2.0 Definitions
"Detention" is defined in 41-5-103(14), MCA. 

“Detention Facility” is defined in 41-5-103(15), MCA.

“Monitoring Device” is an electronic device defined in 46-18-1001(3), MCA.

"Youth Court Employee” means a person employed as a state employee by the Youth Court of a District Court. 

3.0
Secure Detention
Each county must have a method of providing and paying for youth detention services. Detention services must meet the standards for education and medical care defined in the Youth Court Act. Pursuant to 41-5-1807, MCA, all costs for the detention of a youth in a detention facility, including medical costs incurred by the youth during detention, must be paid by the county at whose instance the youth is detained. 

Youth Court employees may not be involved in the management of a secure juvenile detention facility.  A District Court Judge may authorize a Youth Court employee to sit on an advisory board or other similar policy-making board if requested by county detention officials. 

4.0 
  Shelter Care
A county may provide through purchase, lease or otherwise a shelter care facility pursuant to 41-5-1801, MCA. Individual Judicial Districts may authorize the use of juvenile placement funds provided for in 41-5-130, MCA or funds in the youth court intervention and prevention account provided for in 41-5-2011, MCA, to pay for pre-dispositional placements in a shelter care facility.  In the event individual Judicial Districts do not authorize the use of those funds, the financial responsibility for pre dispositional placements remains with the county pursuant to 41-5-1807, MCA. 

Youth Court employees may not be involved in the management of a juvenile shelter care facility.  A District Court Judge may authorize a Youth Court employee to sit on an advisory board or other similar policy-making board if requested by shelter care officials. 

5.0 
Electronic Monitoring
Juveniles under home arrest may be subject to monitoring with an electronic device. A Youth Court employee must be involved in the decision to use home arrest and an electronic monitoring device for a juvenile. As defined in 46-18-1001(4), MCA, a Youth Court employee or a person or entity under contract with a Youth Court is responsible for monitoring a juvenile on an electronic monitoring device. 

The county is responsible for paying the costs of pre-dispositional electronic monitoring devices.  Post-dispositional costs of electronic monitoring devices must be paid by the Judicial District from funds provided for in 41-5-130, MCA or 41-5-2011, MCA.

6.0
Closing

Questions about this policy should be directed to Office of the Court Administrator at the following address:

Montana Supreme Court

Office of the Court Administrator

Room 315, Justice Building

215 North Sanders

P.O. Box 203002

Helena, Montana 59620-3002

Phone:  (406) 444-2621
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