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1.0 Policy

General operating costs incurred in the daily operations of district court are assumed by the state. This includes, but is not limited to the cost of supplies, postage, copies, furnishings, court reporting services and maintenance and repair costs of state/court owned equipment. These costs also include but are not limited to the costs of the youth court and youth division offices and the costs of training for elected officials and staff.

2.0 Furnishings

2.1 Furniture located in and used by a District Court or Youth Court prior to July 1, 2002 became state property on July 1, 2002.  Furniture assumed by the state Judicial Branch will not moved from the county location unless replaced by state-purchased furniture. 

2.2 Furniture purchases must comply with the Montana Judicial Branch Procurement Policy #750. In compliance with that policy, the Supreme Court Administrator’s Office will facilitate bulk purchases in order to purchase items at the lowest cost.  The purchase of any furnishings will be done in consultation with the district court judge.  

2.3 When the state purchases replacement furnishings, the county in which the furniture was located shall be given the opportunity to have ownership of the furnishings returned to it at no cost. If a county declined the offer, the furniture shall be discarded following the state’s surplus property policies.   

2.4 Furniture of historic significance located in a District Court or Youth Court office or courtroom cannot be removed unless the state is purchasing replacement furniture.  If replacement furnishings are provided, furnishings with historic significance will return to county ownership at no cost, and may be located at the discretion of the county commissioners.  

3.0 Maintenance and Repair Costs on Shared Equipment

If equipment (such as a copy machine) is shared with other county departments, an agreement regarding maintenance and repair may be developed and approved by the Supreme Court Administrator, the judge, and the county commissioners.
4.0 Training

Cost of training for district court judges, court reporters, juvenile probation officers, youth division offices staff, assessment officers of the youth court and other employees of the district court includes relevant-to-the position training costs as authorized by the judge, provided funding is available within the district court budget.

5.0 District Court Costs Do Not Include

5.1 The salaries of county attorneys, salaries of deputy county attorneys or salaries of employees and expenses of the office of county attorney.

5.2 Costs for clerks of the district court and costs for employees and expenses of the office of the clerk of district court unless specifically provided for in statute. 

5.3 Costs of providing and maintaining district court offices, youth court offices, courtrooms, and other court related spaces.

6.0 County Costs

6.1 Counties are responsible for costs of providing district and youth court office, courtroom, and such other facilities as necessary to carry out district and youth court functions, and other space including, but not limited to, the cost of rent, maintenance, electricity/power/heat, light bulb replacement, janitorial services, snow removal, parking lot/lawn maintenance, as provided in the rest of the facility.

6.2 The cost of providing district court and youth court office, courtroom, and other space includes reasonable security as generally provided in county courthouses.

6.3 District court judges are authorized to require reasonable and necessary security including the service of a bailiff and other law enforcement officers as needed on a case-by-case basis.

7.0 References and Authorities

3-5-901, MCA; Sections 2 and 58 of SB176; 7-32-2121(5)

8.0 Closing

8.1 Level of Training Required:  (A) Judges, court administrators, other district court managers and supervisors, county law enforcement.  (1) Read Only.

8.2 Questions concerning this policy should be directed to the Office of the Supreme Court Administrator, Montana Supreme Court. 
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