
From: Weisz, Madeleine
To: Bird, Rob
Subject: Chief Water Court Judge Position, Public Comment for Judge Brown
Date: Thursday, March 6, 2025 2:25:24 PM

Chief Justice Cory Swanson
Montana Supreme Court
c/o Rob Bird
PO Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
 
Re: Judge Stephen R. Brown Public Comment
 
Dear Chief Justice Swanson,
 
I am writing to support Judge Stephen R. Brown’s reappointment as Chief Water Judge. I have
worked with Judge Brown at the Water Court since 2019, when he was first appointed
Associate Water Judge. Having had the opportunity to witness his leadership style, his legal
expertise, and his approach to managing a challenging caseload, I am confident that he will
continue to do an excellent job as Chief Water Judge. 
 
Judge Brown exemplifies the qualities of a distinguished leader. His ability to remain impartial
and fair, while also demonstrating compassion and understanding, has earned him the
respect of colleagues, staff, and those who appear before the court. In the Courtroom, Judge
Brown ensures all parties are heard, all perspectives are considered, and everyone receives
their day in court, which can be uniquely challenging at the Water Court where many of the
litigants are self-represented. He consistently delivers well-reasoned opinions that are clear,
practical, and grounded in the law. 
 
In addition to his legal expertise, Judge Brown is a welcome and active member of the larger
Water Court team. He regularly participates in Water Court team building activities such as
our lunchtime potlucks and the Water Masters’ monthly check-ins. His commitment to the
Court as an institution is evident and he fosters a culture of continuous learning and open
communication.  I consider myself fortunate to have had the opportunity to work with Judge
Brown and look forward to his continuing leadership at the Water Court. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Madeleine Weisz
Montana Water Court
Senior Water Master
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