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Montana Water Court 

PO Box 1389 

Bozeman, MT  59771-1389 

(406) 586-4364 

1-800-624-3270  

watercourt@mt.gov  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE WATER COURT OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 

CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES – MONTANA – UNITED STATES 

COMPACT 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

CASE NO. WC-0001-C-2021 
 
 

ORDER SETTING ORAL ARGUMENT ON PENDING MOTIONS  

  This Order sets oral argument on several pending motions. The Court identified 

the motions set for argument based upon filings made by several parties in response to 

the Court’s request reflected in the minutes of the September 19, 2024 case management 

conference, and the Court’s determination of pending motions for which argument may 

be helpful. The Court confirmed this schedule with the various parties at the October 17, 

2024 case management conference. 

  The Court recognizes that other motions are pending for which argument was not 

requested nor does the Court deem it necessary. Those motions will be decided based on 

the briefs filed for each respective motion. Whether oral argument is scheduled or not 

should not be viewed as any reflection on the Court’s view of any pending motion. 

 Therefore, it is ORDERED that, oral argument on certain pending motions will 

take place beginning at 9:00 a.m. on November 14-15, 2024, at the Russell Smith 

Federal Courthouse located at 201 E. Broadway, Missoula, MT  59802. Those persons 

attending in person should plan for time necessary for standard federal court security 

protocols. The oral arguments also may be viewed via Zoom. A Zoom link will be posted 

on the Water Court’s website for this case at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled dates. 

mailto:watercourt@mt.gov
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  It is further ORDERED, oral argument on pending motions shall proceed as 

follows: 

1. Hearing on Compact Parties’ Motion for Approval of the 

Flathead Reservation – State of Montana – United States Compact and for 

Summary Judgment Dismissing All Remaining Objectors. (Doc. 1823.00). 

The Compact Parties are allotted one hour to present oral argument.  

2. Hearing on Objector Motions. The following parties are 

allotted 30 minutes each to present oral argument on their respective 

motions and in response to the Compact Parties’ Motion for Approval as 

follows: 

a. Objectors William Sego, Bill & Irene, LLC, and Grace 

Slack’s Motion for Entry of Summary Judgment on Legal 

Issues (Doc. 1820.00) and Brief in Support (Doc. 1821.00), 

and response to Compact Parties’ motions. (Doc. 1970.00). 

 

b. Objectors Mission and Jocko Irrigation Districts Motion for 

Summary Judgment and Brief in Support (Doc. 1815.00), and 

response to Compact Parties’ motions. (Doc. 1963.00). 

 

c. Objector Mickale Carter Motion and Memorandum in 

Support of Motion for Summary Judgment (Doc. 1786.00), 

and response to Compact Parties’ motions. (Doc. 1884.00). 

 

d. Omvig Hammer Law, P.C.’s Motion for Summary Judgment 

and Brief in Support on behalf of various objectors (Docs. 

1836.00 and 1837.00); and response to Compact Parties’ 

Motions. (Doc. 1940.00). (Participation via Zoom). 

 

e. Objector Elena Ingraham (Motta) Motion and Memorandum 

in Support of Motion for Summary Judgment on the Question 
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of Res Judicata / Issue Preclusion (Doc. 1813.00); and 

response to Compact Parties’ motions. (Doc. 1919.00). 

 

f. Motion and Brief to Deny Compact Based on Adequacy and 

Fairness and Other Issues of Law filed by Walter E. 

Congdon, Rocky Mountain Law Partners, PC, and Field Law 

Offices, PLLC on behalf of various clients (Doc. 1814.00), 

and response to Compact Parties’ motions. (Doc. 1917.00). 

 

g. Motions or responses filed by objectors identified in the 

Request for Oral Argument filed by Robert Dean Brockway 

and several other objectors on October 4, 2024. (Doc. 

1989.00). Not later than October 31, 2024, the parties in this 

group shall identify in a filing with the Court the specific 

motions, if any, they filed or joined and intend to address in 

their oral argument. 

 

h. Motions or responses filed by objectors identified in the 

Request for Formal Oral Arguments with Listed Speakers 

filed by several objectors on October 15, 2024. (Doc. 

1996.00). Not later than October 31, 2024, the parties in this 

group shall identify in a filing with the Court the specific 

motions they filed or joined and intend to address in their oral 

argument. 

 

3. Following each objector argument, the Compact Parties will 

be allowed 15 minutes for response and rebuttal, and each objector party 

then will be allowed 10 minutes for rebuttal and surrebuttal.  
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4. Parties are not required to use all the allotted time. All times 

specified in this Order are intended as guidelines for the parties to use in 

preparing their oral arguments. If the Court deems it necessary at the 

hearing to provide any party with additional time in order to adequately 

explain the issues raised by any motion, the Court will provide the 

party(ies) with such time. The objector parties may agree among 

themselves to present their various arguments in a different sequence; 

provided that if a different sequence is agreed upon, they shall file a 

stipulation not later than November 8, 2024. Argument for each of the 

parties may be presented by one or more attorneys or persons, as they deem 

appropriate. 

 

_______________________________ 

Stephen R. Brown 

Water Judge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service Via Electronic Mail: 

 

Todd Kim, Assistant Attorney General 

David W. Harder, Senior Attorney for Legal 

Issues 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Indian Resources Section 

Environment & Natural Resources Div. 

999 18th St., South Terrace, Suite 370 

Denver, Colorado 80202 

david.harder@usdoj.gov 

efile_denver.enrd@usdoj.gov 

 

 

Yosef Negose, Trial Attorney 

United States Department of Justice 

Indian Resources Section 

Environment and Natural Resources Div. 

P.O. Box 7611 

Ben Franklin Station 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

yosef.negose@usdoj.gov 
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Rebecca M. Ross, Senior Attorney 

James Cooney, Trial Attorney 

United States Department of Justice 

Indian Resources Section 

Environment and Natural Resources Div. 

150 M Street, NE 

Washington DC 20002 

rebecca.ross@usdoj.gov 

james.cooney@usdoj.gov 

 

Daniel J. Decker 

Melissa Schlichting 

Christina M. Courville 

Zach Zipfel 

Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes 

Tribal Legal Department 

PO Box 278 

Pablo, MT 59855 

Melissa.Schlichting@cskt.org 

Christina.Courville@cskt.org 

Daniel.Decker@cskt.org  

zachary.zipfel@cskt.org 

 

Ryan C. Rusche 

Sonosky, Chambers, Sachse, Enderson & 

Perry, LLP 

PO Box 2930 

Columbia Falls, MT 59912 

(202) 682-0240, Ext. 697 

rusche@sonosky.com 

 

Molly M. Kelly 

Jennifer C. Wells 

Montana Department of  

Natural Resources and Conservation 

1539 Eleventh Avenue 

PO Box 201601 

Helena, MT 59601 

(406) 444-5785 

Molly.kelly2@mt.gov 

Jean.saye@mt.gov 

J.wells@mt.gov 

 

 

 

 

Interested Party: 

Terisa Oomens 

Agency Legal Counsel 

Agency Legal Services Bureau 

P.O. Box 201440 

Helena, MT 59620-1440 

Tel: (406) 444-7375 

Terisa.oomens@mt.gov 

 

Bruce A. Fredrickson 

Angela M. LeDuc 

Rocky Mountain Law Partners, P.C. 

1830 3rd Ave. E., Ste. 301 

Kalispell, Montana 59901 

(406) 314-6011 

bruce@rmtlawp.com  

nikki@rmtlawp.com 

angie@rmtlawp.com 

 

Kristin L. Omvig 

Benjamin J. Hammer 

OMVIG HAMMER LAW, P.C. 

P.O. Box 1202 

Kalispell, MT 59903 

(406) 885-2850 

kristin@ohlawmt.com 

ben@ohlawmt.com 

 

Kathryn M. Brautigam 

Holland & Hart LLP 

401 North 31st Street 

Suite 1500 

P.O. Box 639 

Billings, MT 59103-0639 

(406) 896-4605 

kmbrautigam@hollandhart.com 

aforney@hollandhart.com 

 

Thomas L. Sansonetti 

Holland & Hart LLP 

2515 Warren Avenue, Suite 450 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001 

tlsansonetti@hollandhart.com 
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William Caile 

Holland & Hart LLP 

555 17th Street, Suite 3200 

Denver, Colorado 80202 

whcaile@hollandhart.com 

 

Matthew W. Williams 

MW Law Firm PLLC 

777 E Main Street, Ste 205 

Bozeman, MT 59715 

(406) 586-1373 

mattheww53@aol.com 

 

Walter E. Congdon 

Attorney for Lake County 

106 4th Avenue East 

Polson, MT 59860 

(406) 883-7231 

Lorigoffeaapc@gmail.com  

Waltercongdon@gmail.com 

 

Naomi Leisz 

Sanders County Attorney 

1111 Main St. W. 

PO Box 519 

Thompson Falls, MT 59873 

(406) 827-6903 

countyattorney@co.sanders.mt.us 

 

Debra Jackson  

Mineral County Deputy County Attorney 

300 River Street 

P.O. Box 339 

Superior, MT 59872 

(406) 822-3535 

djackson@co.mineral.mt.us 

wcongdon@co.mineral.mt.us 

 

Kimberly L. Field 

Field Law Offices, PLLC 

405 Main SW, Ste. 2 

PO Box 573 

Ronan, MT 59864 

(406) 676-0677 

kim.field@kfieldlawoffices.com 

 

Cassie R. Dellwo 

Five Valleys Law, PLLC 

1410 S. Reserve St., Ste C 

Missoula, MT 59801 

(406) 203-1410 

cassie@fivevalleyslaw.com 

 

Murray D. Feldman 

Holland & Hart LLP 

800 W. Main Street, Suite 1750 

Boise, ID 83702 

(208) 383-3921 

mfeldman@hollandhart.com 

 

Christopher Michael Lauvane Jackson 

Holland & Hart LLP 

555 17th Street, Suite 3200 

Denver, CO 80202 

(303) 295-8305 

cmjackson@hollandhart.com 

 

Brian K. Gallik 

Gallik & Bremer, P.C. 

777 East Main Ste 202 

Bozeman, MT 59771 

(406) 404-1728 

brian@galliklawfirm.com 

 

Autrey, Nancy J 

1348 Quarter Horse Ln 

Kalispell, MT 59901 

autreynj@montanasky.net 

 

Carter, Mickale C. 

2231 Middle Road 

Columbia Falls, MT 59912 

mickalecarter@hotmail.com 

 

Dennison, Stephen D. 

32345 Red Horn Rd. 

St. Ignatius, MT 59865 

stevedennison63@gmail.com 
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Dennison, Vicki P. 

32345 Red Horn Rd. 

St. Ignatius, MT 59865 

vpdennison@yahoo.com 

 

Deponzi, Guy 

Deponzi, Ruth 

42474 Addy Lane 

Ronan, MT 59864 

stephanie.nather@dbschenker.com 

Falk, Leonard W.  

PO Box 10243 

Kalispell, MT 59904 

leonard@atmite.com 

 

Griffith, Jack E 

22 Letterman Lane 

Plains, MT 59859 

eyoulaterdude@yahoo.com 

 

Hartzell, Chris 

PO Box 2354 

Kalispell, MT 59903 

hartzell_chris@yahoo.com 

 

Jackson, Verdell L. 

555 Wagner Lane 

Kalispell, MT 59901-8079 

vjack@centurytel.net 

 

Koger, David C. 

33366 Emory Rd 

Ronan, MT 59864 

dkoger@yahoo.com 

 

Koger, Ludmilla P. 

33366 Emory Rd 

Ronan, MT 59864 

millakoger@gmail.com 

 

LaMarche, Paul R. 

33334 Emory Rd. 

Ronan, MT 59864 

plamarche@ronan.net 

 

 

Lindeman-Orr, Barbara J. 

Orr, David T 

26 Deer Run Rd 

Trout Creek, MT 59874 

buyorr@msn.com 

 

Lustman, Shelley 

1492 Lower Valley Rd 

Kalispell, MT 59901 

shelleypip@aol.com 

 

Moore, Catherine L 

PO Box 1543 

Noxon, MT 59853 

cateymoore@mac.com 

 

Moore, Martin E 

PO Box 1543 

Noxon, MT 59853 

erdc2tails@mac.com 

 

Nather, Norman 

Nather, Stephanie 

42474 Addy Lane 

Ronan, MT 59864 

stephanie.nather@dbschenker.com 

 

Neilson, Barbara J 

39458 Little Bear Ln. 

Polson, MT 59860 

luckyladymt@gmail.com 

 

Neumann, Rachael E 

3333 Whitefish Stage 

Kalispell, MT 59901 

troutonsteroids@protonmail.com 

 

Root, Valerie 

73503 Grey Wolf Dr. 

Arlee, MT 59821 

rootfarmarlee@gmail.com 

 

Schoening, Rick 

41694 Stasso Rd. 

Polson, MT 59860 

rickschoening112@gmail.com 
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Verlanic, Lynn S 

PO Box 1122 

Thompson Falls, MT 59873 

lclark@blackfoot.net 

 

Webb, Brent A. 

39 Silcox Park Ln 

Thompson Falls, MT 59873 

litso2084@yahoo.com 

 

Webb, Stephanie M. 

39 Silcox Park Ln 

Thompson Falls, MT 59873 

77stephm@gmail.com 

 

Weiss, Max V 

39458 Little Bear Ln. 

Polson, MT 59860 

max@weissresearch.net 

 

Wickum, Deborah C. 

1451 Whitlash Rd 

Chester, MT 59522 

dobarah@gmail.com 

 

Yelin, Lee P. 

5890 Kerr Drive 

Missoula, MT 59803 

waterrightsinc@gmail.com 

 

Service via USPS Mail: 

Allen, Vivian 

PO Box 190278 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 

 

Cameron, Mark 

Cameron, Nancy  

30915 Walking Horse 

Lane 

Big Arm, MT 59910 

 

Carr, Michael 

240 Thompson Rd 

Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 

 

Carr, Samantha 

PO Box 52 

Big Arm, MT 59910 

 

Carr, Sandra R. 

PO Box 12 

Big Arm, MT 59910 

 

Chowning, B. Douglas 

9225 Lost Prairie Rd 

Marion, MT 59925 

 

Clark, Dane 

3333 Whitefish Stage 

Kalispell, MT 59901 

 

Cyrus, James M 

82656 U.S. Highway 93 

Ravalli, MT 59863 

 

Dalley, Leslie A 

135 Lower River Rd 

Heron, MT 59844 

 

French, Mark T 

8682 Hwy 200 

Plains, MT 59859 

 

Gaye, Lori 

65 1st St. East #93 

Columbia Falls, MT 59912 

 

Gordon, Krista S. 

Gordon, Ryan G. 

31691 Mount Harding Ln 

Ronan, MT 59864 

 

Harms, Robert E 

481 West Rd 

Lonepine, MT 59848 

 

Harrison, Anna M. 

32349 Potomac Rd. 

Bonner, MT 59823 

 

 

Hatch, Marilyn R 

332 Cumberland St 

Lolo, MT 59847 

 

Havens, Charles F. 

Havens, Teresa A. 

30734 Mission Creek Rd. 

St. Ignatius, MT 59865 

 

Herndon, Dorlene A 

12 Giterdone Ln 

Thompson Falls, MT 

59873 

 

Herron, Brenda S. 

225 Baxter Rd. 

Hot Springs, MT 59845 

 

Holbrook, Cynthia 

Holbrook, Mark 

PO Box 1467 

Trout Creek, MT 59874 

 

Ingraham, Elena A 

13 John Long Rd 

Philipsburg, MT 59858 

 

Irwin, Bryan P 

2652 US Hwy 2 East 

Kalispell, MT 59901 
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Iseman, Sharon M. 

33530 Canyon Mill Road 

Ronan, MT 59864 

 

Jacobson, Noel A. 

Jacobson, Ramona N. 

PO Box 1624 

Thompson Falls, MT 

59873 

 

Jore, Mike W. 

PO Box 212 

Ronan, MT 59864 

 

Jore, Nancy L 

Jore, Rick D 

30488 Mount Harding 

Lane 

Ronan, MT 59864 

 

Junge, Beth 

Junge, Gunner 

PO Box 591 

Thompson Falls, MT 

59873 

 

Kelley, Kevin L. 

1004 14th Ave. E. 

Polson, MT 59860 

 

Matthiesen, Kenneth C. 

PO Box 325 

Plains, MT 59859 

 

Meslin, Alison  

Meslin, Jeffrey  

PO Box 11 

27714 Arlene Ln. 

Big Arm, MT 59910 

 

Moon, Carol Eve 

PO Box 914 

Marion, MT 59925 

 

Mutch, Frank K  

Mutch, Mary E  

33678 N. Finley Pt. Rd. 

Polson, MT 59860 

O'Neil, Jerry 

985 Walsh Road 

Columbia Falls, MT 59912 

 

Prestegaard, Carrie 

Prestegaard, Glen 

5088 Whitefish Stage Rd. 

Whitefish, MT 59937 

 

Regier, Jolene A.  

Regier, Keith S.  

1078 Stillwater Road 

Kalispell, MT 59901 

 

Richardson, Ken D. 

Richardson, Sandy M. 

28985 Rocky Pt Rd 

Polson, MT 59860 

 

Samuelson, Trudy A. 

31118 Mission Creek Road 

St. Ignatius, MT 59865 

 

Sauer, Linda J. 

PO Box 264 

Dayton, MT 59914 

 

Sharp, Tracy A 

PO Box 548 

Polson, MT 59860 

 

Shea, Bernard J. 

Shea, Tina M. 

34881 MT Hwy 35 

Polson, MT 59860 

 

Starks, Elke K. 

56949 Watson Rd. 

St. Ignatius, MT 59865 

 

Stevens, Brett A. 

PO Box 31 

Hot Springs, MT 59845 

 

Syme, Douglas B 

Syme, Marylee R. 

PO Box 2470 

Bigfork, MT 59911 

Tschida, Bradley E 

10825 Mullan Rd 

Missoula, MT 59808 

 

Victor, George L. 

31665 Mollmann Pass 

Trail 

Ronan, MT 59864 

 

Votapka, Susan M 

40 LeahAnn Lane 

Kalispell, MT 59901 

 

Walt, Patrick R. 

PO Box 1921 

Thompson Falls, MT 

59873 

 

Webber, Patricia G.  

42911 La Bella Lane 

Big Arm, MT 59910 

 

Brockway, Robert Dean 

25900 Gray Wolf Rd 

Arlee, MT 59821 

 

Evans, Lyle D. 

40782 Jesse Rhodes Way 

Charlo, MT 59824 

 

Palmer, Delbert Dee 

54632 Hwy 212 

Charlo, MT 59824 

 

Dally, Gene L. 

55679 Fish Hatchery Rd 

St. Ignatius, MT 59865 

 

Weber, John F. 

55248 Fish Hatchery Rd. 

St. Ignatius, MT 59865 

 

Hertz, Douglas A. 

57790 Crow Dam Rd. 

Charlo, MT 59824 
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Nitschke, Diane 

Nitschke, Brian 

39083 Dublin Gulch Road 

Charlo, MT 59824 

 

Doty, Michael 

155 Eid Lane 

Kalispell, MT 59901 

 

Doty, Randolph M. 

39995 Dotys Ln. 

Charlo, MT 59824 

 

 

 

Doty, Romona J. 

PO Box 7546 

Kalispell, MT 59904 

 

Doty, Rosanna 

155 Eid Lane 

Kalispell, MT 59901 

 

Smith, Mark S 

57372 Biggerstaff Lane 

Charlo, MT 59824 

 

Christiansen, Shirley A. 

60548 Mt. Hwy. 212 

Charlo, MT 59824 

Johnsen, Forrest L. 

Johnsen, Eva 

47636 Glacier Lily Lane 

Ronan, MT 59864 

 

Pratt, Rita M. 

4231 Mount Ave. 

Missoula, MT 59804 

 

Churmage, Valorie S. 

PO Box 10246 

Kalispell, MT 59904 
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