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IN THE WATER COURT OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 

CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES – MONTANA – UNITED STATES 
COMPACT 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
CASE NO. WC-0001-C-2021 

 
 

ORDER ON REQUEST FOR EXTENSION 

   Numerous motions currently are pending before the Court. On September 24, 

2024, the Court modified the briefing schedule to set November 1, 2024, as the deadline 

for reply briefs on pending motions. The order also reset the dates for oral argument to 

November 14 and 15, 2024. Additionally, the Court set an October 4, 2024, deadline for 

parties desiring oral argument on a pending motion to make a request and to identify the 

issues proposed for the argument. 

  On October 1, 2024, a group of seven objectors (some of whom are joint family 

objectors) asked the Court to extend the deadline for oral argument requests and topics to 

October 31. (Doc. 1983.00). The request explains attempts being made to coordinate the 

argument requests and topics. The request also notes that the Court has been amenable to 

certain requests for extensions to the briefing schedules. Additionally, even though not 

required to do so, the requesting parties evidently made efforts to determine whether the 

Compact Parties oppose the request. On October 3, 2024, the Compact Parties filed a 

response generally opposing the request. (Doc. 1985.00). 

 The Court concludes the request shows good cause for an extension. However, at 

this juncture, the Court only grants the extension through October 14, 2024. This date 

coincides with the deadline to file topics for the next scheduled case management 

mailto:watercourt@mt.gov


2 

conference at which the Court intends to discuss oral argument logistics. If the requesting 

parties desire additional time, they may renew the request at the October 17, 2024 

conference. 

ORDER 

  Therefore, the request to extend the deadline for filing requests for oral argument 

and topics is GRANTED IN PART. As to the signatories to the request, the deadline is 

extended to October 14, 2024, without prejudice for them to seek a further extension at 

the October 17, 2024 case management conference. 

This Order is served on the parties who filed the October 1, 2024 Motion and the 

Compacting Parties. The Order also is published on the Water Court’s website. 

 

_______________________________ 
Stephen R. Brown 
Water Judge 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Service via USPS Mail: 

French, Mark T 
8682 Hwy 200 
Plains, MT 59859 
 
Havens, Charles F. 
Havens, Teresa A 
30734 Mission Creek Rd. 
St. Ignatius, MT 59865 
 
Junge, Beth 
Junge, Gunner 
PO Box 591 
Thompson Falls, MT 59873 
 

Mutch, Frank K  
Mutch, Mary E  
33678 N. Finley Pt. Rd. 
Polson, MT 59860 
 
O'Neil, Jerry 
985 Walsh Road 
Columbia Falls, MT 59912 
 
Regier, Jolene A. 
Regier, Keith S.  
1078 Stillwater Road 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
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Service via Electronic Mail: 
 
Todd Kim, Assistant Attorney General 
David W. Harder, Senior Attorney for Legal 
Issues 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Indian Resources Section 
Environment & Natural Resources Div. 
999 18th St., South Terrace, Suite 370 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
david.harder@usdoj.gov 
efile_denver.enrd@usdoj.gov 
 
Yosef Negose, Trial Attorney 
United States Department of Justice 
Indian Resources Section 
Environment and Natural Resources Div. 
P.O. Box 7611 
Ben Franklin Station 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
yosef.negose@usdoj.gov 
 
Rebecca M. Ross, Senior Attorney 
James Cooney, Trial Attorney 
United States Department of Justice 
Indian Resources Section 
Environment and Natural Resources Div. 
150 M Street, NE 
Washington DC 20002 
rebecca.ross@usdoj.gov 
james.cooney@usdoj.gov 
 
Ryan C. Rusche 
Sonosky, Chambers, Sachse, Enderson & 
Perry, LLP 
PO Box 2930 
Columbia Falls, MT 59912 
(202) 682-0240, Ext. 697 
rusche@sonosky.com 
 
 
 

Daniel J. Decker 
Melissa Schlichting 
Christina M. Courville 
Zach Zipfel 
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes 
Tribal Legal Department 
PO Box 278 
Pablo, MT 59855 
Melissa.Schlichting@cskt.org 
Christina.Courville@cskt.org 
Daniel.Decker@cskt.org  
zachary.zipfel@cskt.org 
 
Molly M. Kelly 
Jennifer C. Wells 
Montana Department of  
Natural Resources and Conservation 
1539 Eleventh Avenue 
PO Box 201601 
Helena, MT 59601 
(406) 444-5785 
Molly.kelly2@mt.gov 
Jean.saye@mt.gov 
J.wells@mt.gov 
 
Interested Party: 
Terisa Oomens 
Agency Legal Counsel 
Agency Legal Services Bureau 
P.O. Box 201440 
Helena, MT 59620-1440 
Tel: (406) 444-7375 
Terisa.oomens@mt.gov 
 
Root, Valerie 
73503 Grey Wolf Dr. 
Arlee, MT 59821 
rootfarmarlee@gmail.com 
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