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The United States of America, Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, and State of 

Montana (collectively “Compact Parties”), submit their answer brief to the Motion Requesting 

Extension of October 4th Deadline, filed by Jerry O’Neil on October 1, 2024, reportedly on behalf 

of 30 Objectors.  Dkt. No. 1983.00.  Mr. O’Neil seeks to extend the Court’s deadline from 

October 4 to October 31 to request oral argument on specified issues raised in connection with a 

pending motion.  Id. at 1-2.1   Most of the rationale for the request is to determine who speaks on 

behalf of the Objectors or for Objectors to hire an attorney to present argument.  Id. at 1.   

The Compact Parties oppose the extension motion because Objectors overstate what they 

need to accomplish before October 4.  First, Objectors admit that they have “tentatively decided” 

their list of issues, so thirty additional days for that purpose is unwarranted.  Dkt No. 1983.00 at 1.  

Second, Objectors’ statement that they need more time to determine who will speak for the 

undisclosed group of self-represented Objectors is inapplicable now.  Objectors’ only obligation 

on October 4, 2024 is to list the issues raised in connection with pending motions that they 

believe require explanation at oral argument.  Dkt. No. 1982.00 at 2-3.  Objectors overlook that 

the Court may not select their issues for the oral argument.  Thus, there is no need for Objectors to 

determine speakers for oral argument now, as who can speak for them depends on the Court 

issuing a subsequent order (i) listing one of their issues among those to be argued on November 

14-15, 2024, and (ii) permitting any of their group to present at oral argument on any of those 

issues.  This, together with the fact that they have “tentatively decided” their list of issues already, 

Dkt. No. 1983.00 at 1, means their work for the immediate deadline is essentially complete. 

The Compact Parties nevertheless do not oppose a few days’ extension for the Court to 

process Objectors’ request and for Objectors to finalize their “tentatively decided” list of issues.  

Any extension beyond October 9, 2024 is unsupported by the extension request and would 

significantly delay the Court’s ability to review the suggested oral argument issues and timely 

provide an order for all the parties to review before the oral argument. 

Respectfully submitted this 3rd day of October, 2024. 

   /s/ David W. Harder                
  Attorney for the United States of America 
 
     /s/ Melissa Schlichting   

                                                 
1 The governing order to be extended is the Court Minutes and Order Modifying Briefing 
Schedule, Dkt. No. 1982.00, September 24, 2024. 
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     Attorney for the Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes 
 
     /s/ Molly Kelly                
     Attorney for the State of Montana 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I certify that a copy of the foregoing was served via email to counsel to the Compact Parties 

and to Objector Jerry O’Neil, and to the other Objectors who signed the extension request, as set 
forth below this 3rd day of October, 2024. 
 
     /s/ Pamela McDonald   
     Pamela McDonald 
     Paralegal 
     CSKT Legal Department 
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