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John W. Larson, District JudgePRIVATE 

Fourth Judicial District Dept. 3

Missoula County Courthouse

Missoula, MT 59802


MONTANA FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, MISSOULA COUNTY

	STATE OF MONTANAfillin "" \d "",


Plaintiff,

   vs.
_____________________,

Defendant.
	     Dept. 3

     Cause No. DC-
ORDER REGARDING TRIAL


The Montana Supreme Court directed District Courts to establish jury trial plans under the State of Montana’s COVID-19 restrictions.  The Fourth Judicial District Court judges are working closely with the Montana Supreme Court Office of Court Administrator, Missoula County, and public health agencies to commence jury trials on July 2020.  

A site survey of the Missoula County Courthouse determined that COVID-19 public health restrictions only allow for one jury trial at a time (with social distancing requirements, only 20 individuals--including jury and alternates--can fit into the largest courtroom).  Because of these capacity limitations, the Fourth Judicial District Court judges will rotate jury trial weeks beginning July 2020, and continuing through October-December 2020.

Dept. 3’s first available jury trial week is July 6, 2020.  The Court prioritized the cases on Exhibit A for trial.  The cases shall be tried in the listed order on the date indicated.  If a higher priority case resolves, the parties shall be prepared for trial on the next listed case.  When a case proceeds to trial, all lower priority cases will be continued to subsequent trial weeks and prioritized accordingly.  

The Court is providing the parties with a firm trial date sufficiently in advance to allow for comprehensive and timely discovery, disclosure, and motion practice in order to accomplish this objective.  Absent extraordinary circumstances, which do not include failure to timely prepare or anticipate deadlines, busy schedules, administrative delays, expert witness availability, etc., the Court will not grant continuances of the trial date, notwithstanding stipulation by the parties.   Counsel must notify the State Crime Lab, expert witnesses, and other interested persons of the trial date to facilitate compliance with this Order.   Out-of-State witnesses and crime lab witness will testify via video/zoom.
Juvenile trials take priority.  The defendants that are incarcerated take priority after that.  The parties must prepare for multiple trials at the same time and they are encouraged to start that process now and prepare accordingly.  
It bears repeating:  Absent extraordinary circumstances, which do not include failure to timely prepare or anticipate deadlines, busy schedules, administrative delays, expert witness availability, etc., the Court will not grant continuances of the trial date, notwithstanding stipulation by the parties.   
In order to cut down the time allowed for voir dire so that there is less contact with the potential jury panel with COVID-19, the Court will require counsel to meet before 45 days before the Pre-Trial Conference and provide a case-specific questionnaire to be sent to the potential jury when they are summoned.   The questionnaire shall be sent to the Court and Clerk no later than 30 days before the Pre-Trial Conference.   The proposed questionnaire shall include the names of attorneys, witnesses, and parties.   

At the Pre-Trial Conference, the Court will process for cause  challenges to the jury pool based on case-specific questions.
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that:

1.
All hearings in this case are vacated. 

2.
Jury Trial is set for day, Monday, July 6, 2020, at 9:00 a.m.   

3.
A pre-trial conference is set for Wednesday, July 1, 2020, at 2:00 p.m.
If the case above you goes to trial, this case will be set on  Dept. 3’s next jury trial date of
	JURY TRIAL
	PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE

	
	The Court will process for cause  challenges to the jury pool based on case-specific questions

	Monday, July 6, 2020


	Wed, July 1, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.



	Monday, July 20, 2020


	Wed, July 8, 2020, at 2:00 p.m.

	Monday, August 10, 2020


	Wed, August 5, 2020, at 2:00 p.m.

	Monday, Sept. 14, 2020


	Wed, September 9, 2020, at 2:00 p.m.



	Friday, November 6, 2020


	Wed., November 4, 2020, at 2:00 p.m.




IT IS SO ORDERED.



DATED this 13th day of May, 2020.





  ________________________________







  JOHN W. LARSON, District Judge
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