Thirteenth Judicial District Court
State of Montana
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Dear ___________,
Enclosed with this letter is a summons for jury service.  In light of the current COVID-19 situation, your concerns regarding jury service are justified.  Please know that the District Court is taking affirmative steps outlined below to ensure your safety during these uncertain times.  
First, jury selection has been moved from the Yellowstone County Courthouse to First Interstate Arena at MetraPark.  MetraPark has provided a large space on the lower level that will accommodate appropriate social distancing.  Second, jury selection will be conducted in smaller groups to ensure social distancing is maintained.  Third, all parties, attorneys, and prospective jurors will be required to wear masks while inside MetraPark.  If you do not have a mask or face covering, the Court will provide you with a mask upon arrival.  Fourth, medical screening and temperature checks will occur before jury selection.  Fifth, the Court will provide hand sanitizer throughout the area.  Finally, if you are selected to serve as a trial juror, the Court will ensure distancing of at least six feet between jurors during the trial and deliberations.
If you are seeking excusal from jury service because you or a family member are deemed “high-risk” in accordance with CDC guidelines, you must fill out the enclosed affidavit of hardship and return it to the Jury Clerk at the address, email address, or fax number listed on the affidavit.  Your affidavit must be submitted by May 22, 2020, so the Court has sufficient time to evaluate your request.
Once again, the Courts are sensitive to the legitimate concerns regarding this outbreak.  We value our jurors.  Nevertheless, we must maintain our justice system and its critical role in our society.  As a prospective juror, your participation and thoughtfulness are key components in this process.  We appreciate your service and your continued safety is our priority.  
Best regards,
The 13th Judicial District Court


_______________________________________
HON. JESSICA FEHR
_______________________________________
HON. DONALD HARRIS 
_______________________________________
HON. MICHAEL G. MOSES 
_______________________________________
HON. GREGORY R. TODD 
_______________________________________
HON. ROD SOUZA 
_______________________________________
HON. MARY JANE KNISELY 
_______________________________________
HON. COLETTE DAVIES 
_______________________________________
HON. ASHLEY HARADA
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