




SECTIOX I. The boundaries of the State of Montana 
shall be as follows, to-wit : Beginning at a point formed by 
the intersection of the ttventv-seventh degree of longitude 
west from Washington with 'the forty-fifth degree of north 
latitude, thence due %vest on the forty-fifth degree of lati- 
tude to a point formed by its intersection with the thirty- 
fourth degree of longitude west from Washington, thence 
due south along: the thirty-fourth degree of longitude, to n 
point formed b; its intersection with the crest of the Rocky 
Mountains, thence following the crest of the Rocky Mou& 
tains northward to its intersection with the Bitter Root 

ountains; thence nortizwar iong the crest of the 
on with the thirtv-ninth de- 
shington ;iieace along the 

de northward to the boundarv 
; thence eastward alonm thit 

-'. - sewnth degree of long~rude 
along the twen- 



qecs.- o x  1 Authorlw ~ is ~3 nereby granted to and acknoivi- 
~ * . .  ed in the LTnited States 20 exercise e.rc!uslre ieglsiatian . ~ n of :he SS:~S, 

ort ,'lssin;ih&e, Fort C~.~srer, 
art &lq$nrij,s, Fort Rf&0&: and ForflSha~~~:, 
hed hr law, so long - as said 

rnilitarj- reserr-aticns, to the same extent and -i 
effect as if said reservations had been purchased bi- the 
United States 'ct- consent of :he Legislative Assembly of the 

% ?. ontana; and the Legismme Assembly is author- 
to enact am.; Ian. necessarr or proper "to 

effect to &is article, 
>. .-' ~ - 

((ieci That there be and is hereby reserved to the 
Sta.w the right to serve ail legal process of the State, both 
civil and criminall upon persons and property found within 
any of said reservations in all cases where the United States 
has not exchic-e jurisdiction. 

A DECI,ARakTIOX O F  RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE O F  THE ST-XTE 

O F  JlOXThN.4, 

Ssc~io?; r .  11 political power is vested in and derived 
from the people; all government of rightoriginates with the 
people: is founded upon their will only and is instituted 
solely for the good of the whole. 

Sec, a. The people - - of the tate have the sole and er- 
clusive right of governing thernseires, as a free, sovereign 

to alter arid abolish their con- 
henever they rnav deem 

appinesq ? p&- 
onstitutlon of t 

States. 



sF >L,. ... 3. 141: persons arc: born qti.iiaiiy ffr-e, ar_ 
~ - + .  ~ > tairi -.i-,tiirai, er;ser_tiai and inaiitnabie rights* ;;III~:IW -,\-hit:: - 

s .  6 > ~ - .  ma?; be r;.ckoneil the rip-lit, 0). c a j o p g  aria detendinc; their ~. b 
aild ?~I,.*- i' 

- A  v ili~:,ii.e~, of afau~r~ng.  - possesing and i- wotectirag - 
i,ro:,er:\., iir,d seekinir ;ib-i:iinir el&r .;afetvalld 
3 A - .  a R . " .  piness in :.,!I ia-i..ful v:a%-s. 

.sm. + rrl-te free ex,,*- clsc ,i and t$o~;;nlent of i-c?icriou~ 
> ~ . . 8 ' 

protecsron and worshio. v;:ihnur iliiscrirnination. shall for- - A 

ever izereiifter he 19 inmxariiecd, and no - person shall he denied 
an?- civil or political . ri@r iir privilege on account of his . . 
ilp:nlnns - conce&ng religion: hut the li ertv sf conscience 
herebr secured shall not be construed to ispense with oath: - or arnrmations; excuse acts of licentiousnessp by bigamous 
or p o l - ~ a m o u ~ m a ~ - r i a g e ~  or other-n%e, or justify practices 

': 0 
incons~sfent with the good orders peace or s&&j- of the 

he c i d  authority thereof, or of the 
erson shall be rejuired to attend any 

place of worship or support any ministry, religious sect o r  
denomination, against his consent; nor shall any preference 
be gicen by law to an\; religious denomination or mode of 

. All elections shall be free and open, and no 
power, civil or military, shall at any time interfere to pre- 
vent the free exercise of the right of suffrage. 

SEC. 6. Courts of justice shall be open to every person, 
and a speedy remedy afforcled for every injury of person, 
propertj: o r  character: and that right and justice shall be 
administered without sale, denial or delay. 

See. 7. The people slrall be secure in their persons, 
papers, homes and effects, from unreasonable searches and 
seizures, and no warrant to search any place or seize anv 

kg, shall issue withhot clescribina the place to 
P -  

or the person or thing to be seized, nor with- 
out probable . cause? . supported bv oath or afirntation, re- 
duced to writing. 

SEC. S. Cri ina! offenses of v hich justices courts rind 
munic i r~ l  and other ~our t s .  inferior. to the district courts. 

2 

have jurisdiction, sliall, in all "courts inferior to the district 
rosecured b j  co piairit. Ail criminal actions in 
court, except those on appeal, shall be 



. . 
cutrd br- - information, after era inatlon and cornmir:nerit, - 3 ,  b;, a rr;a&tr&e, or. -;f&r ir3zLye iZpd bl- tj213 ~ 1 ) ~ r ;  ; CI- d. .LJh a 12 i 

~ . 3~ 1)h: p ~ o ~ r ~ l _ i t e d  D v  inaictment 0u.t su& ~.xamir?a&n or 
io&&tmeni, cr-*i\:ithout such i e a ~ e  of the court, -4 grand 
jury ssilal? of seven persons. of \.-horn five zr,ust coil- . 

cur to find an indictment. 
grand ~ I J ~ V  shall oali  bc: - ---. --, - 

d e i s  ,i:-, 11 and sumrnonei! i i hzn  
~ ~. 

.:he d1str.1~1 judge sh I in his discretion consider it neces- 
sary, and shall so or 

SEC. 9. Treason a,ga.int the State sirail consist only in 
ie\-viag w war against u it, or in adhering to its ene~nies, giv- 
ing them aid and comfort: no person shdl be convicted of 
treason except on the testimony of two nitx~esses to t 
overt act, '31- Oil his eoi~fes~ioii in  opzn court: I: 
sixdl be attainted of treason or felony by the Legislatire 
Assembly; no conviction shall %work &rruption of blood ot- 
forfeiture of estate; the estates of persons who ma\- destroy 
their own lives shall descei~d or w s t  as in cases of natural 
death. 

SEC. ro. 50 law shali be passed impairing the freedom 
of speech; everv person shali be free to speak, write or 
publish whatere;- he will on anv subject, being responsible 
for all abuse of that liberty: an: that in all suits and grose- 
cutions for libel, the truth thereof may be given in e-7.d I ence; 
and the jurv, under the directioi of the court, shall 
determine the law and the facts. 

SEG. 11. 50 expost facto law, nor iaw impairing the 
obEvation of contracts, or making any irrevocabie grant of 

9 
specla1 privileges, iranchises or immunities shall be passed 
by the legislative assembly. 

ec. 12.  No person shall be imprisoned for debt except 
in the manner prescribed by law, upon refusal to deli\-er np 
his estate for the benefit of his creditors, or in cases of tort, 
wiiei-e there is strong presumption of fraud. 

SEC. 13. The right of any person keep or bear arms 
in defense of his own home, property, or in aid 
of the civil power when th lly summoned, shall 
not be called in question: g herein contained 
shall be held to led weapeno. 



sEc. 14. Pliva:~ property ,-shall not be taken or baii~tio~.-d 
" .~ % ' e - 

for v u  j j -  nar;lr,ir been first 
. . ~ 

r? 
made tol or paid ;nto currr; for the owner-. 

Six. 16, i n  aii ci-irnlnai prosecutions the accused shall 
have the right to appear and defend i n  person and bv coun- 
sel: to demand the nature and cause of the accusation: to 
meet the witnesses against him face to face: to have pro- 
cess to compel the attendance of witnesses ili! his behalf, 
and a speedy public trial br an impartial jurr  of the count\- 
or district in u;hich the offgnse is alleged to gave been co& 
mitted, subject to the right of the State to have a change of 
venue for any of the causes for which the defendant mar  
obtain the same. 

Scc 17. xo person shall be imprisoned for the purpose 
of securing his testimony in any criminal proceeding longer 
than may  be necessar;; in order to take his deposition. If 
he can give securicy for his appearance at the time of trial 
he shall he discharged upon giving the sanie: if he cannot 
grit-e sectirity: his deposition slid1 be taken in the manner 
0 

prescribed br law, and in the presence of the accused an 
his counsel, or without their presence, if they shall fail to 
attend the examination after reasonable notice of the time 
and plilcr thereof. Anv deposition zlilthorized by this sec- 
tion mav be received as e-c-idencc on the trial, if the witness 
shall b< dead or absent from the State. 



riicted. 
1.3c. 21. The prix-biege of the writ of habeas carpus 

'1. &ail never be suspended, unless, in case of rebeinon, or in- .. 
vasion: the public safety require it. 

SIX. 22 .  The militarv shrill always - be in strict subordi- . ' 
nation to the c!ril p o w e r  no soldier shall in time of peace 
be in any house without the consent of the owner, 
nor in time of war; except in the manner prescribed by 
law. 

SEC. 23. T h e  right of trial by jurv shail be secured to 
ail, and remain inrioiate, but in "ail hri~ cases and in all 
criminal cases not amounting to felony, upon clefauk of ap- 
pearance or by consent of the parties expressed in such 
manner as the law may prescribe: a trial by jrarj~ may be 
waived, or a trial had bfan>- iess number of j&ors than 
the number provided by law. X jury in a justice's court 
both in civil cases and in cases of criminal misdemeanor 
shall consist of not more than six persons. In  all civil 
actions and in ail criminal cases not amounting to felony, 
tw-0-thirds in number of the jury may render a verdict, and 
such verdict so rendered shail have the same force and 
effect as if all of such jury concurred therein. 

4. Laws for the punishment of cri 
on the principles of reformation and 

hut this shall not affect the power of the legislative assembly 
to pr~l:ide for punishing offenses by death, . ., 

SEC. 25. Aliens a d  denizens shall hare  the same right 
as citizens to acquire, purchase, possess, enjoy, convey, 
transmit and inherit mines and mining property, and milling, 
reduction, concentrating and other works, and real prop- 
erty necessary for or connected with the business of mining 
and treating'ores and minerals: P~ovided? That nothing 





b>- lot. 
nc-hrll' Q!: the ,k;eri;~.iors &iri-:d ic i  thr first Legisiative 

. issembir  ha!! holci ol i i re for orre rear:  and the other half 
for three y-ears: and it shall be cletcrrnjiied by  lot immedi- 
;ttei;. - after the urganlzatii-in of the Senate, whether tlii, 
C; ,- 
%. cnators friiili the oclcl or even ~ti i iniwecl  districts i i h a l i  
hold for one tii- tl'isw \-ears. 



. 1 s t  i .  1 r t ~  i f  11ri: n~er~I>'i:s 
i' , I .  r , . - .. .~ ~ 

, . , ~  ~~ ~ J r g ~ ~ l ~ t ~ ! ~ : c ~  : \ > S ~ I I I M I ,  ~ 1 1 i ; i  1~ p ~ - t : j ~ l ~ ~ c s ~ i  t>-; ~41 . t  :, 
" 

d l hat no Leg-islarise Assem h i s  i1i:iiI h: it:< i ! t~  ;: 
c.onrpcnsatlon. 

r=. 
51- - 6. !'he Legisl~it i~-e A s s e ~ n b l ~ , ~  I except thc t i rs  1 i f C .  

. - s l d l  n1et.L at rile seat of ;?:o\-t:i-nn~mt ;it twel-i,e o'clock3 
1 I the f irst Monda\- of Janiim-r;, nest saccecilitri~. the 
< ;  .eller;t 1 & c ~ o n  .? 
t- provided by knvt i d  at twelve o CLOCL: 
iriion? on the first hlcnday of Januarv? of each alternate -ve. '11 - 
thereafter: and at other timer i~he i l  convened bi- elit Go\-- 
ernor. 
, > I. hr  term of wiv ice  of the members thereof shai! l q i n  

the next clay after their election, utltilotherwise pro\riciedh\- 
law: P?-Oi?ii?~d? That  the first Legislative Assemblv shail 
irwei ;it the seat of p i - emmen t  upon the proclamaiior; of 
the Governor after the admission of the State into the 'Union, 
u lwn a cia? to be named in saih proclamation, and whicli 
ilia11 not be more than fifteen nor less than ten clays after . . 
the ~d in~ss ran  of the ,%are into the Chion. 



i I .  Each liouse shriii Iia:.e pcnvcr tv tleiertninci the 
rules of its proceerhgs. mci punish its members or other 
persons for i:ontenipt or cisortierli- behavior in its presence: 
to protect its members against vioience 01- offers of bribe 
or private solicitation. m d  with the coricurren~c of t\vo- 
thirds, to expel a member, aid shall ha\:e all other po\vers 
necessan- for the Legislati\-e Assembl\- of a free State. 

A mernhex- rxpellecl for eorr~iption shall not thereafter be 
eligible to either house of the Legislati\-e Assettibit-: ;mi  
punishment for contempt or clisorckrl~~ behavior shall not 
bar a criminal prosecutkn for the same offens?. 

. . The sessions of each house arid (if the commii- 
~.ces of the whole shall b e  open unless the business is such 
as requires$ecrecy. 



SEC. 17. The  Governor and other State and Judicial of- 
iicers, exceptjustices of the Peace, shall be liable to i:n- 
peachrnent for high crimes and misdemeanors, or nialfeas- 
xnce in oEce, hut judgment in such cases shall only extend 
to removal from office and disqualification to hold anv of- 
fice of honor, trust or profit under the laws of the &ate. 
'rhe party whether convicted or acquitted shall, neverthe- 
1 am, -.-. be liable to proseci~tion, trial, judgment and punishment 
according to l a ~ v .  

SEC. 18. Ail cificers nur liable to irapeachmerrt ,sl~aib bi. 
subject to removal for misconduct or- rna!feasance i n  oi i icrl 
in s u e ;  ,manner as maJ- be provided bx; law. 

SEC. 19. X o  law shall be passed except bx- bill, and n o  
i d 1  shall be so altered or :~~nendcd  c x i  i rs pas$agiz throuiz!~ 

<, R 
either hoiase as t c i  change its original purpose. 



~. 
S C  2 X o  id!, except general apyropnation biilr, mi1 

bilk for the codification and general rea-ision of the i a w :  . . 
shall be pa.ssed contamng m9re than one subject which 
.;hail he dearly expi-cssed In its title: but if ;in\- subject si-~il! 
1- it. ,> crnbraced in any act which shall ria; be expressed in  the 
titiel such act shal! be void only as ;o ,so m~1c11 thereof :is 

h a i l  not be so expressed. 

Sec. 24. K o  bill shall hecome a law except. b\- a vote of 
a majority of all the members present in eacii-house, nor 
~tnless 011 its final passage:, the vote be taken b~ ayes and 
noes, and the names of those wtirrg be entered on ilic 
journal. 

.. 3ec. I j. No  law shall be revised or amended, or the pro- 
visions thereof extended by- reference to its title onlr, but 
so much thereof as is revised, arnencled or estendecl 311d; 

be re-enacted and published at iengih. 
rn Sec. 26. I be legislative assembly shall no: p a s  local or 

special i a n s  in a m  of the foiIo-&g erxu~iiei-ated CI?,S~S: thzt  
i s  to mi:: For <).ranting divorces: hying out, opening!:, f. 
iiitering "or working roads or highways; iwxting mads. 
tiiwn plats, streets, allel-s or pubiic grouniis: locatrug or 
<,hanging sountr seats; I-eguiating county or township 
:iffairs: r e d a t i n g  the practice in courts of justice: regu- 

0. 
i;tt.ing the jurisdiction and duties of justices of the peace, 
p l i c e  magistrates or constables: ch;inc~.ing the rtaks of evi- 

.? 
tierwe in any triid cir inquiry: provldmg £01- changes of 



. T ;lit presence of the house over v;hich h e  preslaes, sign :;I! 
bills and joint i.esolutions passed b~; the I,cgislative h s r m -  
hi;- imlXediati<l\ after their titles liirvts heen publick read, 
:irid tile f : ~ ~ i  of signing ";t:tll be :it i i t ? C e  entered lipon the: 



* ~. 
L+, , q, I";o bill bc passea gr-:rlg an\- extra con)- 

- .. 
pei~satiori ti:$ imr- pithirc otfificer: servant or r?ipio)-e, agent 
, -  liftei- se-,-'-'- <"i?'i l>". - 1. . 

9 t c  t iitcli I-eilcieiid iii. . ,. ~cinlract nladr, *lor po i i a rng  for the paynlrnt of ans  litin in^ 
the State withoi:t previotrs ituthorilv of l:i\\,. 

~.>rcept as may be otherwise proi-icied herein. 
. . .  

Ssc ,  30. Ail stationery, printing, paper: fuei anci lights 
used in the Legislati\-e and other depa-tments of rl-oyeril- C 
itlent, shali be furnished, and the printing. anti bincimg m t i  
ilistribufon of the laws: journals, anci department reports 
nnd other printing and bindingl and the repairing u and fur- 
nishing the halls and rooms used Lor the rneetiag of lire 
Legislative Assembly, and its committees shall be perform- 
ed under contract, to be given to the lowest responsible bid- 
der, below such maximum price a i d  under such regulation? 
;IS mav - he prescribed by h t v .  ?;o member or officer of 
the government shali be in any wav interesteciin an\- srxcl~ 
contract; arid all such contracts shill be subject to rhi: np- 
1,roval of the Governor and State Treasurer. 

SEC. 31. Excel3t as otherwise provided in this Gonsti- 
tion, no law shall extend the term of any public officer, or 
increase or diminish his salarv or emolument after his elec- 
tion or appointment; ~i*ovi&l,  That this shall not be con- 
strued to forbid the Legislative Assembly from fixing the 
salaries or emo!umen& of those officers first eleeretl 
or ;ippointecl - - under this Constitution, where saii-lr salaries or- 
rrnolurnents are not fixed by this Gontitution. 

SIX, 32. A11 bills for raising revenue shai! originate in  
tlhe House of Representatives: but the Senatemav propose 
;irnendments, a* in tLhe,.iare..nf, other bills, 

. .~ . . ,,). 
~ % . L  . . 



E 36.. he Legislative A4ssembiy slrali not cfelegarc 
to any specla1 ommission, pri\-ate corporation or associ:i- 
tion, any porver to make, super-\-ise or inte:-Ce:-e with any  
municipal improvements: monev, propert\-or cffectsrwhethe"r 
held in trust or otberwlse, or to levv taxes, or to perform 
an\- municipal functions \\-hatever. 

i 
S .  3 .  No act of the Legislative Assembl>- shall xu- 

' thorize the investment of trust funds hv executors, atlmin- 
istrators, guardians 01- trustees in the bonds or stock of :In>- 

i private corporation. 

Sec. 38. T h e  Legislative hssembiv shall haye no power 
to pass anv law authorizing the State, or anv county in the 
State, to cbntract any debt 01- obligation in the consiruction 
of mi- railroad,nor give or loanits credit ti) or in aid of tiit- 
construction of the same. 

SFC. 39. X o  obligation or liability of ant. person, asso- 
ciation or corprsration? held or owned by the State, or an:. 
municipal corporation therein. shall ever he exchanged, 
rransferrecl, remitted, released or postponed; or in any Lvn!. 
tliminished bv the Legislative Assembly: nor shall such lia- 
bility or obligation he eztir e p ~  - .  by the pvrneni  
thereof in to  the proper trea . , C k 

, ' 



~, Si-i.. qj. ~ ~ y ~ ~ ~ - \ -  c>r&~-? I-~:S&II~O:I \:ate. i n  -tvfll& &?c* 
" . ., *./.-,...., ~ . -  ..,> , f j . mar. be nert..;sar.-, ixiei>r (3:- 

~. * .  

t he  qu~fi ' ior~ of iiciiiiumincat. 01- relating s.i!c.ii. to the il-:in.- 
- .  1 & f e i l i  buiiie.ri-- of t f ie ti:-(> ;iousci3 sh:iil be ~->re$el>l.. 

~ r =  7 .  
r 

.;ti t<,  chi: iro:,ci-nur-: :ins before it shall take effect i;r ap- 
proved hi' Il;m. or1 bein.-r ijc repassed be t \~<:-  h 
;i-t;i-& of '130rli houses. ;is hi?-esfihed ill the  case of ;i*t>ill, 

. 

. - .. ],eciula;i\-r &srmbii- s]i:i?[ t3jj-er (11- ciirc- h i s  7.citr 
< >  . n . 

of infliience in fax;or of or against any measure or pro 
tion, pending or proposed to be introcluceci into ihi: I, 
l;iti\-c X s ~ e m b i ~ ; ~  in consiiieraiion or upon condition that a n -  
(& ,,a ~ - person elected to the same Legislative Assemby \xi11 
gri~.e,  or xi-i!! pi-omise or assent to wi~-e, his vote or influence, 
9 5 
rii favor- of or against an?; other riieasure or proposition 
pending or proposed to he introduced into such Legislative 
.%ssemh!y, the person making such offer or pronlise shall 
he deemed guilty of solicitation of briberv. If anr  member 
of the Legislatiw Xseemhlv shall give his rote o r  inrluencc 
for or against any measure or proposition pending or pro- 
posed to be intrGduced in such Legislative -4ssernblj-, or 
offer, promise or assentso to, upon condition that anv other 
member will give, or will pronlise or assent to give 6% vote 
or influence in favor of or against am- other measure or 
proposition pending or proposed to bk introduced in such 
Legislative ~Issembly, or in consideration that any other 
menher  hath given his rote or influence for or against any 
other measure or proposition in such Legislative ~s se rnb lv ,  
he shall be deemed &ilty of bribery, and any member of 
the Legislative Assembly, or person elected thereto, who 

d t y  of either such offenses: shall be expelled 
and shall not-tl-iereafter be eligible L to the Legislative As- 
sernbh-, and on the conviction thereof in the civil courts, 
shall be liable to such further p e i ~ a h  as may he prescribed 
I>\-  law^ 

SEX. 42. y person who shall directly or indirectly of- 
f -  (rive or p ise any inonev or thing of value, testirnon- ' a. <. 

i d ,  pr~vili-ge or personal advantage, to any 
judiiia! oific.;~- : - i ~ - - ? f i @ ~ ~ i ~ E I : ~ r .  . . , I , .  the Legislative 

, , . , : ,  ' 



S ~ c r r o r  I .  One Representative in the Congress of the 
United States sliall be elected from the State a t  large, the 
first Tuesday in October 1889, and thereafter at such t~n ies  
a n d  places, and in such manner as may be prescribed by 
law. When a new apportionmen1 shali be made by C&- 
(press the Legislative Assemblv shall dit.ide the State into *, Longl-esslnnal dlstncts . . accordingly. 

SEC. 2 .  The  Legislative Assembl!- shall p - o d e  bl- law 
for an enumeration of the inhabitants of the State in thi: 
\-em. 1595 and every tenth :-ear thereafter: and a t  the scs- 
sicin next following such entiineration, and also at the scks- 
i o n  next following an enumeration made bv the authorit:- 
of the United States? s!-?ali revise m c l  acljust t he  apportion- 
ment for Representatir-cs o n  tile basis of such enwncratinn 
according to ratios lo be fixed ~ - L I  law, 







7 1 - * ~'~)~sl~~'~i.:'~-i():.:~ 

l~:~<E~;.c.rlvF t . , . ~  ~. > - .  , . 
. , , k : l , . > ~ <  1 >IlKX'lL 

5.: r "  , -.  
j,L 1 lcjx 1.. l ' l ~ e  Exec~ltivt:. c ~ e p r t ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~  sij:tli t:(j~jsis: { j f  

a n d  papers They shall perform such duties as are pre- 
scribedin this conslituthi and b: t!?e !:iws of the State. 

the succeeding term. 

SIX. 2. The  oificers provided for in Section r of this 
article, shall be elected bi- the qualified electors of the Staic 
at tl-ie time and plilce of'\-oting for members of rhe Leg- 
islative Assembl\;, and the persons respectivelv, having the 
highest number i f  votes for the otTice voted 'for shall be 
elected; but if t\\-o or more shali have an equal and the 
highest number of votes for an\- one of said offices, tI:c 
trr-o houses of the Legislative :~sseinhly, a t  its next r e p -  
iar session, shall forth\\-ith h\- joint ballot, elect one of such 
persons for said ofXce. returns of election for the of- 
ricers named in Section r shal! be made in such manner ;is 

I .  . Xu persm ,~21a11 be eligible to tht: office of Go\-- 
ernor? Lieutenant Go\-ernor, or Saperintendent of T'ublic 
Instruction, unless he shall have attained the age of thirrl- 
.;ears at the time of his election, nor to the office of Secrd- 



5 ;  .+. Until otherwise pruvidtA 1))- k i ~ < ~  L ! I ~  C ~ < I Y C ~ ~ I O I - .  
Sei.i-et;!r\- oi State, State Auditor, Tre;iscr.er: ,Ii.turiiv\- '. i - .<,.,?-id . *"A and Superintcnclent of Public iri;truction. siid! 
iilKtr".t~iv as due, during their cor?tir,:innci. in ofEcc, rix:i:i:-c 
fijr their" seri-ices compensation. irhich is fixed ;is fu l lo~i .~  : 

($01-ernor, five tiiousand doilars per artnunt: 
Secretarv of State. three thousai~d dollars per annuni: 
.-Ittornel- General. three thousand dollars per- annum : 
State TI-easurert three thousand dollars per annuin: 
State Auditor, three thousand dollars per anmm:  
Superintendent of Public Instruction, ttvo tho~zsancl iivc 

ilwidrecl dollars per annum. 
T h e  Lieutenant-Goi-ernor shall receive the same per cijen~ 

;rs may be prescribed bv la\\-, for the Speaker of &e Leg- 
islative Assembl\?, to b; allon-ecl only during the sessions df 
the Legislative &sembly. 

r. 1 he compensation enumerated sIlal1 be in full for ;ill ser- 
.\.ices b~ said officers respecti\.elv rendered in any ofiicial 
cxpncit\- or ernplo~rnent whatever during their respective 
t i  of office. and the sa!ai-v of nu c.iEcial shall be inereas- 
ctl during his  term of ofice. Z o  o&er nai~led in this sec- 
tion shall receive, for the perforrrsmce of an\- otlicial duty: 
mr- fee fur his otvn LISC, but d l  fees fixed b:- law for the pel-- 
io~mance by an!- oii-icel- of an\- ofiicial dktr.: sllali be col- 
ieetcici in advance? ;ind deposit.& with the s ta te  Treasurer 
q u a r t t ~ i ~  to the credit of the State. Xo officer n~entioneci 
in this section shall be eligible to. or hold an\- other public 
aiiice. except nteinber ci f  tlic State 12onr.d of Etinration dtrr- 
ing his term of o&e. 
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??* -- I: chic,:.. 
~ ' * ~- .- or i t  13- l;tj(>l - ~ t \ .  &rt2(:)f$ <:<)~~~~- j~sec j  t3t tile >ecl-et& <>f statc;  

1 * .. 
\~l~31-Ile\- c+eljer2Ll :313cl st21te L+ri<i~~s:)~~a \xllo sil:ij] k ~ ~ ~ x , ~ ~ - l  : ~ s  . - rrj7'2 1 : . "i;i.ai-;" I f P&oi-~s. - , ,ec~l+iGG~z ~ Ilk- .. .>, dlT,' sl-~&ll j-t\; a - 

~ , l - e s c ~ ~ ~ > t !  ., . t].le s~5~c>1is t j f  .5:ii~ &:ir& z:ll<i rz-'.- ' L C  ~ 1 %  L : i i :  
~7 

1 ~ 1 -  .I- .oi: i";< a0 line (rr forfei;ur-es be rt: i::,rcee&, =., i i i L i L .  A.  - 
r:ll-,.ie:i, and I;(:, con,milta~oi; 0.i parclc;n cranted, excent upon" 

8 - . ~ 
c, A .  

llli; iipproyiii it m;ijorlt: of s;iid B0;il-d :ifper a full he i i i -  
.- i!lii- ill open si.&on and un.tii n~iii?;: ;if the t i l ~ i  iind place of 

7 . '. -~ .. .;r,. r i l r  I., !ie;j.rinir, ;lrrc- of t l ~ t  r~~i re t  ?oc rhr, sli;tli hil.-c i?ec,ii 
-. 

sr:<.eri by pub]icatior~ in s o n ~ e  e v e -  pener-:il .*' - --I ;  'YS*  ' . - L~ . i 11 C i i  A- 

i j i j :> 111 tilt: C ~ B ~ I I I ~ T -   he^-e tlie CI-~IIIC s \ ~ ~ s  c , o ~ - I I I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ .  21t le:~~{. 
once ~v,i.eek for two xveeks. The  proceedings and decisioii- 

i;he Boar- &all be  e educed to \v-iting: aiid x,vith their re::- 
stins for their ac:irm in eachcase? and the dissent of xa\. mcm- . .  ., 
l ~ c r  vcho mav &sac~ee>  C) signed b~; the111 a ~ c l  file& \fi:ith 2111 pa- 
pcri uptm the hearing? in the ofice of tiit Sec~-etair< of 
<+ , .ate. The  (ic~vernoi- shall communicate to the i,e=;i- '5:' 

I;li,i\-e Assembiy: at each reguiar session, each case of remi i -  
s ion of f ine  or foi-feiture: reprieve, co~~xnutation or pardon 
sr;in~ed since the last prei-lous report, statincr the name of r: 
!.he convict7 the  crime OC which be nxs connc'iiici, the sen- 
? ,i,,,ce -,* . ;md its date. and the date of remission, comm~taticin~ 
~ x ~ r d n n  or reprieve. with the reasons far granting the same 
;:rici t172 ~ h j e e t i ~ n s ~  if any? cif an\- meir:ber of the Board made 
thereto. 





< ) . . .. *. -#- % iiif (2 --.-; ..>,.,.. <I " h,.; % , , .  
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..r :i.. i %>. *- >Lt L] 1 1 ~ ~ ~  - ~ ~ & ~  xlLL, c: p \ * ; t . . * .  -- t6 cbs3.ppl-t~,ve .. . . . 
> -  i t em  01- ~ ~ P J - , ? Q  of :tn-\- rnakixlg f;;:-pii.pr:a;ion.; 1): .,I. l . .  . - r 

113oiie7.~ e ~ ? b ~ ; i & ~ ~  . . cfiitiner irel12s- and i!tt p::i-t or p r t s  :it>- - 
ix-oyed. s!;:~lj become a la!:-, and the item or items &sap 
;,r:i;-eil b;. void. unir,s.: ei;ac?ed i~-i :lie mrinlljel- foilor\-- 

-r . i;)ir. 11 tile Legis!ati-i.e -Asserr~bl\- be in  session he shali 
-?. 

\ \ l t l im  fi1:e diil-s transmit to the house in which the bill . . i:i!-ic;ina;ed, a -- a copy of the item or items thereof dis:ipprox-dCi, 
together with his objection.: thereto, mci the i t e m  objected . . 
to shaii be eeparatelv reconsicierec?. and each rtem shall take 
the same coarse as is p-escribecl for t!7e passage i i f bills 
over the executive veto, 

;-iilC, ria In cabr of tliz failure to ijiii&f\., tiit. impeach- 
ment or con:-iction of felony or infamous crime of the 
Governor, GI- his death, removal from ofice? resignation, 
absence from the State or inabilitx- to discharge the powers 
and duties of his oilice: the pojv-ers, duties and emoiunients 
of the oEce, for the residue of the term, or until the clisa- 
bility shall cease, shall devolve upon the Lieutenant- 
~rovernoi'. b 

S .  I .  The  Lieutenant-Governor silail be President 
of the Senare: but shail vote only when the Senate is equailr 
dix-ided. In case of the absence or disqualitication of th ;  
t ie~ttenant-Gol-ern~i-~ from anj- cause which applies to the 
Go~eri ior ,  or when he shaii hold t i l e  ofice of Governorj 
then the i?resiiclent pro tempore of the Senate shall 
p&orm chi: duties of the Lieutenant- or.ernor until 
the vacznc\- is filled or iiie disabii~t~; removed. 

SEZ, 16. In case of the failure to qualifv in tiis office, 
deathl resignation, absence from the State, impeachment; 
coriviction of felon\- or infamous crime, or disqi;aiitication - 

from any cause, of both the Governor and the TAieutenant- 



.. . . > '  1 i3L?i?l <r{-2Lllj:> i~l>(; t :~?~l~t~\ l ISSl<j i3S ~!l:ti: 1 3 ~ :  i33 ti\<: 
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il;imt and by the anti-orii>- of the State of T$.Inninr~::~ .waii.c! 
\&Ii rl:e Gj-e;it seal of the state: sicner'; 111- C;ci\-i.i.ric!-, 

" 

,:ild cijnntir signed I>\- the ,"ec:-i.t;ir\- of Sirtie. 

, , + '&  X;, ail .--- I-.I:.. : ...+ ;*.. r i,i. jiji, J4- : : r i i i i i c .  i~~--..uti-iii  01 tiiv 
State of ;i!? mone-yc received bv them, scve~-allr fi-cirn ;t i !  

sorlrces, ;iad for t t -e rv  siirt-ice performed: m c i  of all inone\-.? 
disbursed bi- tlien: xi-erali?,, and 21 sttmi-nnnira! I - C ~ X I I . ~  

liereof shall ke made to the Gover!iiir-, under oat11 : the- 
I t o  at !east :went\- riavs p reced in~  % ,  each :-c-gulai- ses- 
.-ion of ihe Legislative ,. Ass&biyl make fu11 and conq,ietc 
reports of their official transactions to the Goreraor, \iho 
si:ali transmit the same to t!ie Legisiativi: :I-ssembii.. 



-. 
" c : ~ .  1. i f i e  Suprcine G'oui-;, ""'.q' - . ,~ %., A , J L  ns ii~her\\:,.ise pro- 

videti in this cons"itution, shall have appellate iuiisclichn 
iiniy, - which slrali he co-extensive with the  stat^, aid shall 
have a g e i ~ t d  supei-visor)- control over all inferior courts, 
under such regulations zinc1 limitations iis ma)- be prescrikrti 
liv law. 



j 5. The 5 3 -  -1  Court &a!: cofirist of thr,-i. 
~ . .  +."" - '; ,* 

jus:ices, 3 :naprq- of i*;hcjnz &ail i?e necesrari- - ti. form ;I 

uuoruiil a- pronounce 3 decision, biit one or more of .;air1 
v .  ju,&ces ma.; aajarrr:i die Court froill day :o day, or r, a 

&j- certain, and " ~ n e  Lecrisi. alive -' Assembly shall hart the 
po\ver *L(j increase t!le number of such Jmtices to not 
less nor more than fire, 

SIX. 6. The  lustices of the Supreme Court shall bc 
elected b:- electors of the State at large, as hereinafter 
provided. 

qEc . " . r -  i h t  term of office of the Justices of the Su- 
preme court, except as in this constitution otherwise pro- 
vided, shall be six years. 

S .  6. There  shd l  be elected at the first genera! elec- 
tion, pro\-ided for by this constitution, one Chief justice 
and two Associate Justices of the Supreme Court. At 
said first election the Chief Justice shall. be elected to hold 
his office until the genera? election in the year one thousaid 
eight hundred ninety-two ( ' rSgz),  and one of the Asso- 
ciate justices to hold his oE& unh! the general election ir! 
rile )-ear one thousarzd eighr fiundred ninety-four j r 894j: 
and the other Associate Justice to hold his oi3ce until  the 
wnera! election in the year one thousand eight hundred 
b. 
ninety-six (1896! and eich shall hold until his successor is 

1: 
i:lec:ed and quaked .  The  terms a£ ofice of said Justices, 
t i t d  lrhich one shall be Chief Justice, shall at the first and 



I = /  
5i-3~. 9. L nere siiali be :1 Clerk i;f + l - , s  i- Suisrerrie CIo~1.t) 

who shall hold his  oflice for tilt: term of six years, except 
that the Clerk first ciecteci shall hold his oilice o d i -  until 
the general election in the yt.ai- one thousand eight hundred 
ninety- two jrSgz), and until his successor is elected ;md 
qoai&ed. H e  shall be ekcted by the electors at large of 

>_  .. . 
the %ate, and his compensation shall be tixed bv law, and 
his duties prescribed by law, and by the rules >f the Su- 
preme Court. 

Sec. 10. No person shall be eligible to the o&ce of 
justice of the Supreme Court, unless he shall have been 
admitted to practice law in the Supreme Court of the 
Territory or State of Montana, be at least thirty years of 
age, and a citizen of the United States, nor- unless he shall 
have resided in said Territory or State at least tivo vex.: 
nest preceding his election. 

DISTRICT COUKTS. 

SEC. 11. The Qistrict Court shall h i - e  original juris- 
diction in aii cases at  lam and in e~uit-c., including all c a s e  

* .  A 

\ ~ i i ~ &  involve the title or right of iiosscssion of real prop- 
erty, or the 1egali'i:- of an)- lax, impost, assessment, toll or 
niunicipal fine, and in al! cases in which the debt? damagel 
claim or demaocl, exclusive of interest, 01- the value of the 
property in con t ro~ i~ r sy  exceeds fifty dollars: and in all 
criminal cases anlouting to felon!., and in all cases of misde- 





r i ' r  i.i-c., ;+. 
s~ ; :it- Legiiila;:ir.c ;iLsSenlbiv ~ila: ii3cressc- -. > . ' (:t:Cre;ife ! I i Z  iliT);lber of I I I ~ J c , ~ ~ : :  ill all~i- ~ L ~ & ~ ~ L ~  {b~t:-.:~ . +: 

J -- Ci " - 
- . .;[<:I z~ :hcii there &uii i>d -it 1.- ,,~ 

s < -  I*~~~'- 
Lc;2ibr cirle judgr: in :~n%: (1ix1-1t:l. 

L : ~ L ; L ~ ~ ~ s ~ l e c ~  I?T?- latx;: ~ ~ n c l  in21- dix;ide the St:tte7 or ;UI\, par! 
' . . - 

-lcre lle$,$. -. ..I& thar each be formed <if 
i . ~ i n p ~ i ~  ierritoj-i. ar;d be bocii&i: b:. ~011niy line.;, h i t  i10 - " 

i.il;ai~ges in the number or boundaries or disrricts shall ~c-di-i, 

;i l -eI~lova~ of ~~11:; Judge frcill~ c#lsce dUri1lg t ] - lC:  t e r ~ i ~  it.jr 
\: l~ ic I~  he Iias Sten elected or iippointecl. 

SEC. 16. Xo person shall he eligible to ihe office of 
jaiclge of the District C ' o ~ ~ r t  unless he he ;it least i\vt:nty-ri\-(2 
;-ears of age and a cit izen of the Liilited States, :ind shal! 
have been admitted to pr;tctice law in the Supreme Cowt 
of the Territory or State of Montana, nor unless he shdl  
have resided in this State o r  Territory at least otie v e x  next 
jrsi:cccling his election. !le need not be a resitli:nt of ihi. 
ilistrizt for \vhicl~ lie is clected at the time of h i s  eiectio~i, 
l ~ u i  xfter his election he shall reside in the c-listricr for \vliir.ii 
I I V  is dected during his term ( i f  oi5cc. 



". 5 .  9 'I here shall be elected at the vei~ei-;ti eircriiir n 
in cnch cozinry of the Stxe one countr ;ittornil\-l whose 
. - ~ > ~ ? ! i f i ~ ~ c i ~ ~ ~  be s::nle ;ls are r q & e d  for a Y- A- 

of t& district court, except that hi? must be over t w e n t ~ -  
one rears of age: but need not be t\wm:y-fi\-e \,ears ~f age, 
:mil whose term of office shall bc two .;ears, except that 
the connt.; attorneys firs': elected sllall hold their of5ces a n -  
ti1 the general election in the .i-car one thousand eight hun- 
iked and ninetv two, i 1892) and lint2 their successors are 
elected and ' He'shall have a salary to be &xed 
by law; one-half of vihich shal! be paid hv the State: ani! 
the other balf by the county for which he k elected; and hi- 
shall s& duties as may be required by law. < 

SEC. 2 0 .  There shall be elected in each organized town- 
ship of each countv by the electors of such township at least 
two justices of t h e  peace, who shall hold their offices ex- 
cept as otherwise provided in this constitution, for the term 
of two years. Justices courts shall have such original juris- 
diction within their respective counties as may be pre- 
scribed by law, except as in this constitution otherwise pro- 

mvidcd, That  they shall not have jurisdiction in 
anv case where the debt, damage, claim; or 1-alue of the 

in\-olved exceeds the sum of three hundred doliars. 

SEC. 21. Justices courts shall not have jurisdiction in 
any case involving the title or right of possession of real 
propertyI nor in cases of divorce, nor for ann~illment of 
rnnrriagr, nor of cases in equity: nor shall they have power 
to issue writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, certiorari, quo war- 



,.< . ,. - s ~ i ,  27.  Justices ~ ~ j ~ i ~ - t ~  &1[1 ~ i l ~ " p ; ~  be (3pe~ for the 
a 

u.ansactiiin of lJu.si1;e?., 0.- iei^.nl li01ida:-i and non- 
judicial c'ia~q. 

SEC. 24. T h e  Legislative Xssemblr shall have power to 
provide for creating such police and municipal courts anci 
magistrates for cities and towns as may be Jeemecl 
necessary from time to time, ivho shall hare jurisdiction in 
a11 cases arising under the ordinances of such cities and 
towns, respectively; such police magistrates m a y  also be 
constituted ex officio justices of the peace for their respec- 
tive counties. 

SEC. 25. The  supreme and district courts shall be 
courts of record. 

SEC. 26. All laws relating to courts shall be general 
a id  of uniform operation ihroughout the State; and the or- 
ganization, -. jurisdiction: povwrs, proceedings and practice of 
;dlcourts of the same class or gr;:del so far as regulated bv 
i;tw,-, shall be uniform. 

SEC. 27. T h e  strle of ali process shall be ;'Ti-~e State of 
Xontana" and all prosecutions shall be coi.iciuctet! in ilii: 
name and h r  the antboritv of the same. 



Six. 30. No justice of the wpri.int. court nor judge of 
~ i i e  c1itric.t court shall accept or recei-i-e anr  cornpensation, 
lee: :~?lowance, mileage; perquisite 01- emoii~nient for or- on 
:iccount of his ofice in : i i i i  f o ~ m  wltatevcrl except t i l e  m1- 
:ti.\- provided bv law. 

Scc.  3 2 .  The legislative assembiy - may provide for the 
publication of iiecisions ancl opinions of the supreme cciuri, 

SEC. 33. Ail oflicers p ro~ided  for i n  this article, escepi- 
ing  justices of the supreme court, wlm shall reside witl-rir-r 
iire State, shall respective1~- reside during their term of 
;i&c<: in the district, county, township, precinct, city or 
town for which they rite be elected or appointecl. 

S 3 L7acancies in the oi'rice of justice of the su- 
preme icourt, or judge of the district court, or clerk of ihr 
.upreme court, shali be filled by appointment, bv - the gov- 
..snor of the State, and vacancies in the ofices of county at- 
iorueys, clerk of tiit: district court, and justices of the &act: 
< I d  he tilled by appointment by the board of county eotn- 
miusii:nc:rs of the couiitr where such vacancy occurs. A 
~ > ~ r s o t ~ y f ) p o i n t e d  to 61f any such vacancv shall hold his 



* -  ' . .. . 5)~;~. 33. &\(> pstlce !.jf f j l C ~  s L L p ? ~ ; l ~ ~ ~  coLll-g2 (~>!. & s t r j ~ . : ~  
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itlclp: ; i r ~ ~ ~  i3&e~- ~ ~ I ~ > L I C  < j h c e  wide he ~-t;m::~:n:+ :;., 
\i:i-i,fljce 10 I\~jlC)i !i~l; bee!> e?ei.utd 0:- :ipi?i;interi- . . . a s,-i, ' t i  ;j ', " ... -4 -  

~ - 
.I -- ' i.lqi .z~,vn :?I the district court may lie wed 

~. 
21 jucltj.c l>rct t e ~ ~ ~ p o r e :  *,1-11() 11111.st be 2.t 111t;&er <,jf t l ~ e  I>;il. 

f ~ 
~ ' ' .  

of the LTc&eT ztqyed u p j i ~  i r ~  x . v r ~ ~ n g  by the p;irtit:s l ~ t ~ g a n ~ ?  
n " 

or  iiieii- ;itcome\.,< 0: :-e;.orcl, :~li~:-c,t-ecI. br- the court, ;inti 

-\vorn icl tr\- the cause: and in 51ich case a i ~  circier? jircig- 
irlent or decreei made or rendered therein b\- such juiiiwi, 

r '+': r 
7 n ;  tempore, s h i !  h a ~ e  the :;ime iori-e and effect ;is : I  I - -  - 

ri;ade or reticlereti b v  the c o ~ m  witli the reguk j ~ ~ d c c  pre- . ,> 

siding. 

S1:c. 2 .  Loei-v inale person of the age of iiventv-onc 
\.cirrs or oi.er, possessing the fo!!owing i:l.~alifjcations~ sli;~.ll 
Ih.: entitled to vote at all general elections and for ail oi!icers 
tha t  now are. or hereafter ma\; be. eiectir-e hv the peopii: 
mrl  npon all yiiestions which mav be submitted tii thi: \-otc 
r i f  the people: First; he shall he a citizen of the United 
States: second, hz shall have resided in this State one ve.  < t i  - 
irnrnediatel~- preceding the election at which he offe& tci 
vote, and in the town: count!- or precinct srich time as ma\- 
be prescribed by law: Y i ~ z ~ i d e d ~  first, that nii person con- 
victed of Felony shall have the right to vote unless he has 



n, <.n\-c,,.T"p; 
J "' -"--., & ,.-'r!o3-, 

therefrom. 

SEC. 7 .  NO person shall be elected or r~urriinated to  any 
office in this State, civil or  military: xdio is not a ciczen of 
the United States, and ~ l - h o  shall gave resided in this State 

SEC. ro. CVomen sllall be eiigible to hold the olliice of 



. L p n  ouc.&jj?i >;ulir-kirti& to the sotc. i f  

L* rile l;is-p;\yrrs of the St;-ilr;, or ailv po!',tic;al diyisicir, ti-lti-::t)fn 
I '  - ~ , > -  iiuinen S K I ~ ~  ;ire tax-payers and possessed of the r luC~i~hc.  

* .  iior?s for the right of 5~1ffr:ige >.Pc~LI I -~~ of men by ~ ~ I I S  con- 
' -? -- siituticin shall quail!-. n-it11 men, i?al-r. the rig]~: L. ti; r.otc. 

SIX. ~3 in ali election.: held hv the peop!e under ?hi,< 
zonsiilutlon, the person iir pi-ioris \rho siia!! i-ec:eii-e this . . 
i~ighesi nuniber of legal votes9 shall hi- deciared e!ecteil. 

Secrros I .  Educational, reformatorv and penal institu- 
tions, itnd those for the benefit of the in&ne, b l i d d e a f  and 
mute, soldiers' home, and such other inst.itutions as the pub- 
lic good may require, shall be established and supported by 
tile State in such a manner as mav be prescribed by law. ' 

Scc. 2 .  A t  the general riectiori in the vcar one thou- 
sand eight izundreci and ninety-two? the cpes&on of perma- 
nent location of the seat of gbver~~ment  is hereby provided 
to be submitted to the qualifieci e!ectiirs of the S a t e  and . . the majoritv of all the -ioixs upon said questimi sirali de- 
termine the location thereof. I n  case there shall be nc, 
cimice of location at said eieciion, the question of choice 
between the two piaces for which the highest number of 
votes shall h a w  been cast shall he, and is herebv submitted 
in like manner to the qualified electors at tlie ilext general 
election thereaAer: Prus!idcci, that rrntil the seat of gorern- 
meni shall have been perrndnent1-v located the teinporar-,- 
seat of government shall be and remain in the citvof Heion;, 





3. such  J)~151i~ ~cho01 fund shall fore.- \ 61 a. remail> 
- ~. 

iii\-lo!are, p i r a n k e d  bi- the State r:~air?si loss or 
" 6 -. . . 

ti: he in\-t:sr&, 117 fa- as possible7 in P U D ~ I C  SCCWI:~:~S i:.it!;i~ 
,+I, .> -* . ~ -. 

b t - .~~ ,  il;&d:ncr s-;choo! ci;strict bonds. issued for t i l t :  
t2v;, - ~ &  -- . ?  ~. 

iLt,~isJi l  of school hddii:g% under. the re t rxt ions  "i be 
provided by Iarr-. 

q  fa^. 
2. i. of p. "1' , , . , T h e  Gr--~-mor. ".,-T- iii,ilC 111- 

struction, ;ieci.etar\- of State arid Attornes- 
constitute the s ta te  Board of Land ~ornrn~ss ioners~  xvhich 
shall have the c l i r~ i t ion~  control, leasing and sale of the 
schciol lands of the State, and the lands granted or which 
may hereafte:- be granted for the support and benefit of the 
i,x-ious State edi~catioaal institutions, under such regula- 
tiom and restrictions as mar- be prescribed by law. 

SEC. 5. The  interest on all invested school funds of the 
State: and all rents a c c r ~ ~ i n g  from the leasing of any school 
imds, shall he apportioned to the several school districts of 
the State in proportion to the number of children anti 
uouths bet~veen the ages of six and twenty-one years, 
;-&ding therein respectireli-, but no district s h h  be 
entitled to such distributive &are that does not maintain a 
public free school for at least three rnontlrs during the year 
for idlich distributions shall be made. 

S w .  6. It shall be the dtrtv of the Legis!ative Assemhi?- 
to provide by taxation, or otherwise, suffkient means, in 
cotmeetion with the amount received from the general 
sc1100i fund: to maintain a publicl free, common school in 
each organized district in the State, for at least three 
months ~n each year. 

r ~ * *  S F .  . 1.m public free sciloois of the Stare s i d  'he 
open to all children and youths between the ages of six 
and twenty-one pears. 

I 6. ?;either the Legidative Assernbiv, nor any 
count\-, city, townl or scllooi district: or other pitblic coryo- 
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. .? e~i i is r  iis teacher ii:. student: iioi- shall attcndrtncc hi. 
l-equii-ed a? an\- reliL?iiius si.ri~iiz I.;).' A - - -  

C~ , 
t ~ i r e \  et-. no!- shali  an^^ 

sectarian tenets be tarighr in an\- pibiic educ;itimd institu- 
tion of the State: nor ~ l i i i i l  imv p : i . ~ ~ n  be ciebari-ed ;tdnii?- 
sion to ;my of the coilcgiak departments of tlie uiiiversi~.~ 
on account of sex. 

SEC. 10. The  Li-gislatii-e Asse~ibiy  shall provide th:i: 

iili elections for school clkiricr 01-i.icem 311;-dl b e  separaiil 
fi-om those eiectiuns at ivhick state or count-. olficers ;ire 
voted for. 

SEC. I r .  The  general ~ontrol  ant1 supervision of tltc: 
State University and the ~,arious other State educa:ion;t! 
institutions shall be vested in a State Board of Ecluc:itionr 
tvhose powers and ciulies ~i-la11 be presi.1-i!xd and regulated 
by law. The  said bo;trci shall i:onsist of eleven members, 
tl;e C+o\.ernorl State Superintendent of Public ,Instruction, 
and Attornex: General: being members ex oficio, the other 
eight me~nbers thereof shall be app:iinted i?\ the Gowrnor, 
sril~jeci to the confirmation of the Senate.? trnder the regu!a- 
tiom and restrictions to he pro\-idecl hi- la\\.. 
SEC. 1 2 .  The  funds of the State I211i~ersiti- and of iiil 

other State institutions of learning. from tr.hate.i.er sou~:cc 
;iccruing, shall foreirei rei.i;iii-i iri.i.iolate and sacred to the 
purpose for- \vhich thei- 1vi.w rli-dimted. T h e  vnrious hinds 

. . 
be respectivilli ini.i.sfc.d tinder rct-1- t; U Z ~ L  'ions as 

mal- be by 1a\r-, and slrali be p i r a n t e e d  by the- 
State against loss or &\-eruior;, The  interest of said in- 
vested funds: together =, with the rents from ieased iands or 
propyties shall be cievotcd ti, the rnninrcnance :!nd per- 
petuation of these respective instiiilticms. 







o appropriation shall be made or an>- ex- 
penditui-es authorized bi. the Legislative Xssemblv wbereii\- 
the expenditure.; of the State ciurinc. J .n\- -- - fiscal year shall 
exceed the total tax then provided for by la\*:: and app1ic;r- 
"1. u c. to such appropriation vr expenditure, urjiess the Levis- 

? 
lative Assembh- making such appropriation shall pro\-~de 
for levying as&cient tax, not exceedingthe ra.te all6ired in 
section nine ig' j  of this article, to pay such appropriations or 

P- espenditures'kithinsuchfiscal.;ear. ' i his provision shall not 
apply to appropriations or expenditures to suppress insur- 
rection, defend the State, or assist in defending the Unitecl 
States in time of war. Yo appropriations of public moneys 
shall be made for a longer term than two years. 

SEG. 13. The State treasurer shall keep a separate ac- 
count of each fund in his hands, and shall at the end of each 
quarter of the fiscal year report to the Governor in lvriting 
under oath, tke amount of all moneys in his hands to the 
credit of every- such hind, and rhe place or  places where 
the same is kept or deposited, and the number and arnoant 
of ererr- warrant paid or redeemed h\- him during the quar- 
ter. T h e  Governor, or other or persons authorized 
by - law: shall verilx- said report and came the same io be 
irnmediatelv published in at leas: one ilewspaper printed at 
the seat of government, arrdotheriz-ise as the Legislative A s -  
srn1hl.c. ma\- require, The Leyislativt: ,4ssemhlr- rnav pro- 



7 s c.:, q5. r h e  ";overnor, &cretarl- of state, state 
"i"reasurer, State Auditor and Attorney G e ~ ~ e r a i  sbai! con- 
t i i i i te  a State I3oo;ri-ti of Equalizatior, a i d  the :iSoarci of 
d'ount-c- Commissioners of each cotlnt?- shai! constitute :I- 
i 'urmtk Board of Equaiization. T h e  duty of the State 
i3iitirci O F  Ecja!izatii,o shall be ru adjust and equalize tkc 
valuation of the rasahle property among the se~ceral couu- 
lies of the State. ' ~ I i i :  duty of the Count\- Boards of 
E~~ualization shall be to adjust and equalize the, raiuation of 
taxable propertr within their respective counties. Each 
I>oard shall also perform such other clutie as mav he prc- 
scribed h-c- hi\-, 

. 6 Ail property shall be assessed in the manner 
prescribed by hi%- except as is otherwise provided in this 
constitution. The franchise, roadway, roadbed, rails and 
ri:!linu P stock of ail railroad.: operated in more than one 
~.nrrntr in this State shall be assessed bv the State Board 
of ~t$ization a i d  the same shall be ippor-tinned to the . . 
i ~ m n t ~ e s ~  Cliles: to\vnsr t ~ ~ i n s b i j i s  and sihooi distrji-ts in 
\vhic'n such raiirnads are iocated, in proportion to the nun;- 
ijer- of miles of railwar hid in such cormties, cities, to-,.irns, 
li,\x:nshps and school districts. 

SEC, I-;. The word property as used in  this article is 
iiiiebv declared to include monevs, credits, bonds: stacks, 

.* 
fran&ises and al i  matters and thincrs j real, personal and b 
niired') capable of private ow:~ershrp: but t h i s  shlrii not he 

* 
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PL~BI.lC K I ~ E B T E I > ~ E S ~ .  

SIXTIOX I. Sebtiier the Staw: nor anv countyl citr-, 
tonm, municipality, nor other subdivision of ;he St& shd! 

SEC. 2 .  T h e  Legislative hssemblc shall not in any man- 
ner create any debt except by law w&h shali be irrepeala- 
ble until the ikdebteciness therein provided for shall have 

cast for tinil against it at such elecrion. 



- . . . .~ 
5. Yo zsunir- shall be alloived to beia;;le iiiCjti',,ttd 

in any manner, or for anv - purpose, to on narnormc? including 
*A+&: .... +;iii . & ~ - - -  i ii&btednsssl in the aggregate? exiee&no. 1 _; I <* 
percintumottI"ie i value of the J taxable property ti'"-ein, to 
1 ~ e  ascertained b.; the last assessment f ~ r  State and c011111y 
rases pre~ioustto the incurring of such inrielitedness, and all 
bonds or ohliptions in excess of such amount given by, or on be- 
l id£ of such county shall be void. xo county slhali incrrr 
anv indebredmess or iiabilltc for an?, single p u r p s t  to an 
;~moun:exceedinbrter,ount c e d i n g  ten tho;sand dollars i.$ro+mo', without 
the approval of a majority of the electors t!lerciift' iiitiilg at 
an election to be provided bx- law. 

SEC. 6. Xo citv, town, township or school district shall 
be allowed to bec&e indebted in any manner or for any 
Ixrposetoan arnount, including existing indebtedness, in the 
aggregate exceeding three per centum of the value ofthe taxa- 
ble property therein, to be ascertained by the last assessment 
for the State and count\- taxes previous to the inc~~rr ing  of 
such indebtedness, andB11 bonds or  obligations in excess of 
such amount given bv: or on behalf of, such city; town, 
township or schooi district shall be void; .Proz&&d, hozii- 
em,, that the Legislatiye Xssemblr nlap extend the limit 
mentioned in this section, by authorizing municipal corporr- 
tions to submit the question to a yore of the tax-payers af- 
fected thereby? when such increase is necessarr- t~ const-uct 
;i seweraire q,  s;-stem d or to procure a supply of water for such 
rnunicipa11-i~ which shall own and controf said water supp1)- 
m d  d e ~ o t e  the revenues derived therefrom to the p a p e n t  
of :he debt. 



SJ<i, 2 .  The Lerisiati\-i: &semhij; shall ~ ) r u ~ i t i e  by i;itr~ . . <* r 
for ui-iyr ,,irii~ation, - - -  equipment, and discipline of tiit. militia 
arici 1 . 1 , I- - L i ~ e s  . a m  - rcgulaiion; for tile ~rovernrnerit ol 

, 7 1  
b 

tile same. The organization mari conform as nearlq; ;is 
pr~ctizable to the regulations for the govei-nnitni cif the 
:irrnies of the Uriiicd Stales. 

SEC. 3. The  Legisiative Asscrnbi~. shail pror-ide b\- iaw 
for maintaining the militia bi. approyn%tions - from the tre;is- 
urv of the state. - 

SEL'. 4. The Legislative Assemb1~- s l d  provide bv i;l\t. 
for the safe keeping of the public arms: militan I - rcordl  
relics and banners of the State. 

SEX. j. \Vhen the Governoi- shall, with the consent of 
the Legislative Assemblj-, be out of the state in time ol \v;ii. 

at the head. of any military force thereof, he sht~ll continut. 
c-ornillander-in-chief oi d l  the military forces of the St;itt,. 

S ~ ~ c ~ r o x  I. All existing charters, or grants of specid or 
rxclusive privileges, under c h  the corporations or 
ivrantees shall not have organized or commenced busit~ess 
? 
in good faith at the time of the adoption of this constitti- 
tion, shall thereafter h a w  no :xliditl-. 
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SEC. 6. YO railroad corporation7 express, or other 



,-' . . 
~ E C .  7. 1-11 jildit-iduais, assi;c:at~ons, and corj^ior;iti~:~s 

sha!'i have ecual. i rights to have persons or praperra trans- ., ported on all$ o5:tr any r. t i iro:~~l~ transprtrtiiin ilr express . route i~ tl;ic state, ..To discriaination in charges or facilt- 
t ies for tr t tn~~r~rtaciui!  of freic~irt 5 or passengers of Lhc same 
cl- <,is -,.. ~l-~al l  he made hx- a i r -  railroad, or transportatiorr, or 
express company. between persons or places xithin this 
state: hut excursion or commutation tickeis mav be issued 
and sold at special. rates, provicied snch rates are tlie same 
to all persons. No  railroad, or transportation, or express 
cornpan!-? shall be ailowed to charge, collect: or I-eceii-e, 
under pedalties which the Legislative Assembly shall pre- 
scribe, anv greater toll for r l x  transportation of freight or 
passengers to any place or station upon its route or line, 
than it charges for the transportation of the same class of 
freight or passengers to any more distant place or station - * 
upon its route or line within this State. 20 railroad, es- 
press, or transportation company, nor any lessee, manager, %. 

or other employe thereof, shall give any preference to an\- 
individual, association or corporation. in fzrnishing cars or 
motive p o u " ~ ~ ,  or for the tx-ar-isportatiun of nionrv or other 
express matter. 

-> 
~ E C ,  8,  30 railroad, express? or other transportation 

company, in existence at the time of the adoption of t h i ~  
constitution, shall ha\-e the benefit of an\. future legislation, 
tvithout f i r t  filing in the office of the secretan. of state an  
ncceptance of tlie pro-.isiiirrs of this constitution in birrcling 
form. 



sir,.. .i. so. ,to - corporation -;hali issue m c k s  or boncis, 
e:icep for Libor done, service  performed, or money arra 
pr-opertv actnail\- received: and all iictieioirs increase of . :rock indebtedness sliail be i-o:a. T!?c stock of corpor- 

1 i~tions skiall not be increased excepr in pursuance of general 
la\*;, nor \virhout the consent of the persons hoiding a major- 
jrv of the stock first obtained at a meeting held after at least 
tl;irtv clavs !notice given in pursuance of law. 

. I r .  Yo  for&cn corrmratini~ shall do anv business in 
.2 

this State without havinglone or more kno& places of 
business, and an authorize6 agent or agents in the same, 
upon whom process may be served. And no company or 
corporation formed under the l a m  of any other countrv, 
state or territory, shall have, or be allowed to exercise, or 
enjoy within this State anv greater rights or privileges 
than those possessed or eGjoved bv corporations of the 
same or similar character cr&ted under the  laws of the 
State. 

SEC. 12, 50 street or other rGlroad shall be constructed 

to trmsactions or. considerations alrenclv passed, 



si-:~, 15. if :in;. raiii-oad: telegraphl ieiephoaet express? 
or other corporaiii;n or company organized under ;in\- of 

ate, b:- sale or other- the 1 ; t - i ~ ~  of this State, shali conso1id~- 
\vise, \vi.i:h an\- railroad, ielegraph? telephone, express: or 
other corporation, organized u:lcler any of the laws of an>- 
other stare or- territory of the iTnit&l States, the same 
sl~all not become a foreign corporation? hut the courts of 
this state sllall retain jurisdiction over that part of the cor- 
porate property ~vitliin the limits of the states, in all mat- 
ters that ma\- arise as if said consolidation had not taken 
place. 

SEC, r6. It shall he unlawful for any person: companv 
or corporation lo require of its servants or employes, as a 
condition of their einplovment or otherxvise, anv contracr 
or agreement \i!l~ereh-i. sach persons, company or corpora- 
tion, shall be releas& or discharged frol; liability- or 
responsibilit\- on account of personal injuries received b\. 
such servants or en-lployes while in the serr-ice of such per- 
son, comparrv or corporationl b7- reason cof the negligence 
of such person, comyanv or corporation, or the agents or 
einploj-PS thereof: and si1i.h contracts shdl  be : ibs~l~ti- l i-  
null and void. 

- 7  S ;  I .  111e Legislati\-e Assembly sllnll not pass any 
law permirting the leasin* b or alienation of any franchise so 
as to release or relieve the franchise or propert\, held there- 
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1;<:ars, 

, ~. 
I .  4. in  each count\- there sha!! b e  eiectec! iir  

cciur-rtx- - commissioners ~vlrose term of ofice shall be lo 
\.cars. .A vacancv in the board of count\- con:missionerk 
.hall be. filled b)? appoinj:ment by the district j~udge of t!& 
district in \r-hich the vacancy occurs. 

SI;.~. 5. There shall be elected in each county the fo!- 
lowing otficers: One county clerk, who shall be clerk of 
the count\* commissioners ' and ex oirjcio recorcler; one 
sheriff: one treasurer. whoshall be collector of taxes: F'i-o- 
z,id'cd. That no person shall hold the ofice of count,- tteas- 
urer £01- more than two cotisecuti~e terms: one county su- 
pxinter~dent of schools: Gile couiliy sui-.i-i.~ii~: one assessor? 
one col-orier: one ~ > i t b l i ~  administr-ator. Persons eiected to 
the ciigerent oilices named in this section shaiill-old their re- . 1. , t il-c oiI i~es £or the tei-~i-i of I\V(J years, and until their suc- 
cessors are elected atid qualiiied. i7.icrmcit.s in all cxmntr;: - 
ici\\.nship arid precinct ofi:crs. except tfiat of county cornniis- 
sioners. shall be filled by i.i;.ppointiirent by the board of count?- 
ccmn!issioner-s3 ;inti the appointee shd! h d i l  his nf5i.i- rii~til r l ~ e  

, . 
nest generxl ciei:tl<)i2. 



I I. All lands uf the State that h a w  beer;, oi- 
h i i t  mav hereafter be granted to the state by C C ~ I I ~ I - ~ S : " ,  

and a!! iarlds acqnired by gift ol- grant or devise; from ;my 
person or corporatiion, shall be public lands of the State, 
art61 sin11 be held in trust for the neoule. lo be dis~osed of 
as hereafter provided. for the respectire purposes for which 
they have been or mas- be granted, donated oi-de\.ised: and 
none of such land. nor any estate or interest therein, shall 
ever be disposed of except in pursuance of general laws 
Ixoviding for suck disposition, nor unless the full market 
value of the estate or interest disposed of, to be ascer- 
tained in such simmer as inax- be provided b\; law, be 
p i d  or safelj- secured to the s ta te  : nor shaiiuany lands 

grant thereof, without the consent of the United St ates. 
Said lands shall be classified b\, the board of land 

which are principal?>- \-ahable for the timber that is on 
them. Third, agr~cultural lands, Fourth, lands within 
the iimits of an\- town or citx- or $1-ithin three miles of 
such limits : Pi-kicirii, That  i n y  of said lands 111a.y be 





SPX, 2 ,  T h e  L<:wid;.tti~;c L l s s e n ~ ! ~ i y  shall li;i\-e no po\*;c3;- h '. 
lo ;iulhurizc lotteries, or t t s  foi- ;ins p ~ ~ p o s t : ?  
; ?nd  shall pass 1av;s to prohihit the sale of iottel-1- or gift 
enterprise t ickets in this Stziic. 







SEC. 2 .  A!] ial?;tui orders, judgments and decrees in 
civil causes; ail contracts and clalms and ail lawful convic- 
tions, judgments and sentences in criminal actions; made and 
entered, or pronounced by the courts within the Territorv 
of Montana, and in force at the rime the State shall be ad- 
mitted into the Union, shall continue and be and remain in 
full force in the State unaffected in any respect bsr tht: 
change fmrn a Territorial to a State form of ~ o v e r r k e n t ,  
and mav be enforced and executed under t!:e laws of the 
State. 

SEG. 3. Xo crime or criminal offence committed against 
the laws of the Territory of Montana shall abate, or be in 

P i .  ;wi wise affected, h:- reason of the change from a L erri- 
7 ioriai to a State form of 'ovrrarnrnt; but tire same sisari 

be deemed and taken to be an offence against the laws of 
the appropriate courts of the State skail 

n ut-er and to hear and determine the same: 
rozided, That this section shall not in any \vise be con- 

e the law of the statute of iiniitations: or the: 
due effect or application of the same, 



Ssc. 7.  Prosecutions for criminal offences against the 
h w s  of the Territory of Montana, pending at the time the 
State shall be admit:kd into the Union s h d l  not abate; bur 
the same shall continue and be prosecuted in the name of 
tiie State of Montana, and the title of ei7ery sw!; ;!~.tiori 
sirali be changed to conform to this provision. 

K C  . Parties who7 at the time of the admission of ilrc 
State. into the Union, may be confined un 
ini t inrn?~~ or otherwise iawfuli\: heid to an p- - < 

~,~iola:ions of any of the cri inai laws of h e  TerrjiLurj; of 
on ra i~a~  shail ~ontiniie to e so confine or held untii dis- 
a g e d  therefrom by the proper courts of the State. 



- &  0 ,  -41: .* - . . ' 
' 7  -i .c-n.iig21 i>onris, &ii&on:l iind 1.v- 

7 ' i:~w;iziiilce,i ill fori.r ;it thy riii.? S I : ~ ; ~  shall be aar:?:i,. 
T f  . :<:d i n t o  ;he c : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ :  n-!iilii :;el~r. ir: :he '-1 nLU" ) 

, -. 
~~~~~~~~i~ oi- :lfl.t; ij:rlc-j- t]le~-eoi in his <>$cilfil c a p L ~ i t  

~. * '~ L'in;i- here-+ , -" -- - !  
L C  :i.ssigned arid triinsferied to 

,, . . % the State of ?do:~tan;c, ti; t!l&rate o:~.Oier. si~ccessor ti, sari' 
. ~. *. 

FTc:rrliiirja? orrjcer. ij i-  to tile s j f i i . i ; i i  boarcl* successor 10 
:.tf:~resaici oKiciai board! for the use of rile state, as t he  case 
nrti i- be= ;tori sh;di he :is vriiid and bindiac= us if exearfed tin.. 

P 
tier State Iaiv ti3 the State, ijr- State officer in his oficial i-a- 
p:ii+v, or ofticia1 hoardi for the bznerit of rhc State: and :jli . . 
fines, taxes, per:a!tiei and forielrwes d t ~ e  or oxxing . to th r  
'I'erritorv of 3lontana or tu  a n \  county, scl~ciul district, or . .  . 
r n u n i ~ : p l ~ ~ ;  ~ht:ritin, ai the time the State shall beadrniiird 
into the  i'nion, are hereb:. respective1~- assig 
frtrcd, and the sime s h d  be pyable'to the 
d i o o l  district irr municipality, as the case may be, :mil 
payment thereof mzv Ise enforced under the 1:11vs of t i i t *  

State. 

gations of the Territory of Mon~ana, 
unpaid at ihe rime of the admissiori of - 

?lit: Staxe in10 the Union are hereby :rssii~ned b y  ill? State 
- - 1 1 ' 1  - 1  i > " the same.  



SEC. I j. Ali actionsI cases, proceedings and matters 
pending in the Supreme and District Courts of the Terri- 
tory of Xontana at the time the State shall be admitted into 
t " n ~ n i o n ,  and all files, records and indictments relating 
thereto, except as otherwise provided herein: shall be ap- 
propriately transferred, as may he proper to the Supreme 
&d^District Courts of the Srate, respectively, and all such 
actions, cases, and matters shall be proceeded . with in the 
proper State courts. 

. Upon a change from a Territoriai fn 
t, and until otherwise provided by la~w: th 

' - - --. 
e deemed and ' taken t 

SEC. 17. AII territorial, county an totvnship officers 
now occupying their respectice positions under the laws of 
the Territory of ~ o n t k a ,  or of the United States of 





0. F. GCiUi'riRD, 

THOMAS JOYES, 
ALLEX R. JO\', 
J. E. ICAEO'USE, 

13. SI, LOUD, 





, .. 
t:>> 

said trrigirial Constitution. 
\T7itness my hand and the seal of the 

'Territory of Montana, this 25th day 
of -%ugust, A. D. One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Eighty-Kine. 

LOUIS A, WALKER, 



r 7 

I .  I hat tire people inhabiting the sa id  propusecl 
.:ate of Montana, do agree and deckire that they forwer 
disclaim all riirht and title to theunappropriated public lancls Q !vir?g wilhin tile boundaries thereof, and to all lands Iring 
; d i n  said limits owned or held by any Indian or Indian 
tribes, and that until the title therim shali have been es- 
tinguished bv the Unired States, the same shall be and re- 
r n r ~ i ~  subject i o  the disposition of the United States, and said 
Indian lands shall remain under the absolute jurisdiction 
and control of the congress of the United States, that the 
lands belonging to citizens of the United States, residing 
xyithout the said State of Montana, shall never be taxed at 
a higher rate than the lands belonging to residents thereof: 
that no taxes shali be imposed by the said State of Montana 
on lands or property therein belonging to, or which mat- 
hereafter be purchased h r  the United States or reserved for 
its use. But nothing hgrein contained shall preclude the 
said State of Montana from taxing as other lands are taxed 
any lands owned or held by anvlndian xvbo has serered his 
tribal relations and has ob&n& fron; the United States or 
from an\- person :I title thereto br patent or other grant: 
save and except such lands as have been or mar  be granted 
to an\- Indian or Indians under any act of congress con- 
taining a provision exeimpting the lands thus granted from 
taxation, hut said iasr named lands shall be exempt from 
~asaiion by said State of Montana so long and to such ex- 
tent as such act of congress may prescribe 
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C'url~i i lut ion.  

Fifiir. The votes cast at said election for t i l e  ;~.tlctption 



turned and canrasseci as is provided by law: and returns 
shall be made to the Secretary of the Territory and cao- 
~ a s s e d  in the same manner and by rhe same board as is the 
vote upon the constitution, except as to Clerk of the Uis- 
trict Court. * 

ATi&z. There shall also be elected itt the same time the 
folio&ng county and township oiiicers: Three Count-c- 
Commissioners: one Clerk of the Board of Commissioners, 
and c x o ~ c i u  Recorciet-l one Sherii?, one Countv Treasurer, 
one ~o&r-c  Superintendent of Common Sclioo&, one Coun- 
t~ S u r ~ e s o r ~  one Countv Assessor, one Coroner: one Pub- . . 
i;c ~drn&isi:rator, one C h n t j -  i'lttornev, two justices of the 
Peace, aod two Constabies for each to~cnshi~s. The terms 





T h e  Constitutional Convention after a continuous session 
of forty-five days, has completed its labors and submits the 
accompan-&g Constitution of the State of Montana: to the 
qualified <lectors for their ratification or rejection. 

?Ve do not claim that it is a perfect instrument. No  
constitution ever reilected the concensus of public opinion 
upon a11 questions. All constitutions are the result of com- 
promises. The  Constitution of the United States, cher- 
ished above all other instruments, was far from perfect when 
adopted, but time and the light of experience exposed its 
imperfections, and the fifteen amendments which were sub- 
sequently proposed and adopted, demonstrated that the 
power of gocernrnent !odged with the people, may be safe- 
ly relied upon to correct inequalities and provide new safe- 
(ruarcls wllzn required. So it will be with this conslitu- '? 
tion. 

T h e  usual provision for the submission and adoption of 
anzttndrnents is  made. O n  the first day of October nest, a 
creneral election wi!! be had at which you will be called up- h 
on to aatify or reject the work of this convention, 
Each ekctor, voting at said election, shall have written or 
printed upon the ticket he ma,- deposit in the ballot box, the 
words &<For the Constitution" &- "Against the Gonstitu: 
tion." 



. ~ . .  lve ~~~~~~~~ :t 111 ~ ~ r l l ~ e I . g ~ e ~ ~ t .  for~tl  f(j1- \:ontL cal-eful <;ollsi<~{- 
eration. zind coinmend as lvorfl-~y of ~ 8 3 ~ .  una;~imou,- 
a .  The adoption of the Constitution will secure our 
ndm~ssion upon an equal . footing wit11 thc~ original States: 

1. it \ d l  give us aaeqimtc Coiii.:~ for the achinistration of . " 
*ustree: it wi!i permit us ti) tax large quantities of lan J 
exempt from taxation: it j ~ i l T  g i i -e  us the immedia 
of school and other lards Lwnattd br- the United 
xil! relieve ius of that unjust ini~ib&ion bv which we are 
prohibited from selling uu:- mines in foreign markets: it 
ti-ill give us a representati1:e in  Gonix-ess and tivo Unite$ s 
States Senators to represent us in Washington: .- it will give 
us the right - of suffrage '. in national elections; it miil give us 
a stable go~ernrnent :  it 1 i n ~ i t e  capital and emigration, 
in short ~t will break the shackles of territorial bondawe b 
and elevate us to the full dignity of American citizenship. 

Our population represents individuals who have enjoyed 
constitutional goyernment in different States of the Union, 
and those whose lives and aspirations have been circum- 
scribed within the narrow limits of Territorial vassalage. 
T o  neither of these is it necessary to address an argument 
in favor of our speedv admission into the Union. Le t  ev- 
ery citizen who dese;ves well of his State, of his countn-, 
a& of mankind, promote in every honorable way the r a k  
fication of this Constitution. 

W e  point with pride to the fact that no shadow of re- 
pudiation found its way into our Constitution. That  im- 
portant point is we!! and safely guarded. Experience has 
ta.ugl-rt the people of the United States that capital and emi- 
gration seek a stable and safe government. If Montana 
were a State to-day the capital that would seek investment, 
and the immigrant who i\.ould seek homes in this, our 
favored land of &fontana, would be increased in an im- 
mense ratio, 



,' - ~. 1" 
.. .. . . 

people. 
JOSEPH I<. TOOLE, 




