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/ ---d--7J SENATE RESOLUTION NO. ''8 
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INTRODUCED BY ff ARE ~-,,,________ 
-~~f~~Y~R~E~Q~U-~7 T'i--O-F_T_H_E_S_E_N_A_T_E_R_U_L_E_S_C_O_M_M_IT_T_E_E _______ _ 

4 

5 A RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REVISING CERTAIN SENATE RULES. 

6 

7 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 That the senate rules be amended as follows: 

9 "S30-60. Committee reports to Senate. (1) Reports of standing committees shall be read on Order 

10 of Business No. 2, and no debate may be had on any report unless a minority report has been submitted. 

11 (2) Committee reports may recommend approvalT or disapproval, ar JJlasemeAt 0A s0Asent salem:lar, 

12 with or without amendment. They may not be reported to the Senate without recommendation. 

13 (3) Any Senator seeking a reconsideration of the Senate's action on the adoption of a committee 

14 report shall do so on Order of Business No. 6 by motion to reconsider. Any Senator may make such motion 

15 and need not have voted on the prevailing side. This rule applies notwithstanding any joint rule to the 

1 6 contrary. 

17 (4) The Rules Committee and conference committees may report at any time, except during a call 

1 8 of the Senate or when a vote is being taken." 

19 "&30 110. CeAsent ealenElar eligibilit'{, 11) Te ea eligiele for the sensent salenElar, legislatien must 

20 roseive a unanimeus vets B't' the memeers sf the staAEliAg semmittoo in attoAdaAoo (de J)ass, Ela 13ass as 

21 amonEled). 

22 (2) t\ A1oti0n must ho maEle aAEI 13asseE1 uAaAimeusly ta 13laoe tt:ie logislatian 0A tt:ie oanseAt 

23 salemJar anEI this astioA rotlostod iA the sammittoe ro13ort. 

24 (3) A1313r013FiatieAs or re\<onue bills ma•t not be rosommeAEloEI for tho G0ASBAt ealeAdar." 

25 "S30-140. Ethics Committee. ill The Ethics Committee shall meet only upon the call of the chair 

26 after the referral of an issue from the Rules Committee. The Rules Committee shall resamffloAd prosodures 

27 to the Sonata fer the referral ef rnatters to the i:thiss Committee may be convened to consider the referral 

28 of a matter to the Ethics Committee upon the request of a Senator. The Rules Committee shall prepare a 

29 written statement of the specific question or issue to be addressed by the Ethics Committee. The issues 

30 referred to the Ethics Committee must be related to the actions of a Senator during a legislative session. 
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12) The matters that may be referred to the Ethics Committee are a violation of: 

!al 2-2-103; 

lbl 2-2-104; 

lcl 2-2-111; 

ldl 2-2-112; or 

(el any other violation of law by a Senator while acting in the capacity of Senator. 

(3) If there is a recommendation from the Ethics Committee, the recommendation is made to the 

Senate." 

"S40-40. Reading limitations. (11 e>Eoopt for oensont oalondar sills, o,10Pt Every bill shall be read 

three times prior to passage, either by title or by summary of title as provided in these rules. 

(21 No bill or resolution shall have more than one reading on the same day except the last 

legislative day. 

(31 No amendment may be offered on third reading." 

"S40-60. Scheduling for second reading. (11 All bills and resolutions, o>Eoopt these rosommondee 

for tho oonsont oalondar, that have been reported by a committee, accepted by the Senate, and reproduced 

shall be scheduled for consideration by Committee of the Whole. 

(21 Until the 50th legislative day, 1 day must elapse between receiving the legislation from printing 

and scheduling for second reading for consideration by Committee of the Whole. 

(3) Legislation shall be arranged on the agenda in numerical order unless bills are grouped as 

companion bills or are placed in order otherwise by the Senate or Committee of the Whole." 

"S<IQ 7Q. Censent salonElar presedure. ( 1) Lo9islation reported ey sommittee for plasemont on tho 

sonsent salendar shall ee sent to be prooosoed and repredused as a thira roaain9 version anEl sposifioaily 

marked as a "oonsont oalendar" item. 

(2) bo9islation shall tie immeeliately posted (as seen as it is rooeivoel as a thirel roadin9 version) on 

the sonsent salonaar anel mlclst remain there for 1 legislative elay tiofore sonsiaeration unaor Orser of 

Blclsinoss Mo. 11, sposial orsors of the elay. At that timo, tho Prosielont of the Senato will announoe 

scrnsiEleraHen of the sonsont oalondar ans allow "roasonatilo time" for qlclestiens and answers upon request. 

~lo see ate 111ill be ai1CJ•1•ed. 

(31 AA\' three Senators may m,timit "''Fitten CJejeotions to tho Sesrotary of tho Sonata, anEl the 

lo9islation FAust then be roFA0 1,oel fror:n tho oonsent oalonelar and aeldeel to the regular sosend reasiR!l 
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agonela. 

2 (4) Consent salonelar legislation must bo aeleloel to tho onel of tho thirel reaeling agonela and slearly 

3 ielentifioel as "sonsont salenelar" anel "Stoel on ineli.,.ieluall>;. 

4 (§) Consent salenelar legislation passes on thirel reading will thon be transmitted to tho House of 

5 Ropresontati.,.os." 

6 "SS0-20. Orders of business. After prayer, roll call, and report on the journal, the order of business 

7 of the Senate is as follows: 

8 ( 1) communications and petitions; 

9 (2) reports of standing committees; 

1 O 13) reports of select committees; 

11 (4) messages from the Governor; 

12 15) messages from the House of Representatives; 

13 (6) motions; 

14 17) first reading and commitment of bills; 

15 (8) second reading of bills (Committee of the Whole); 

16 (9) third reading of bills and sonsont salonelar bills; 

17 ( 10) unfinished business; 

18 ( 11) special orders of the day; and 

19 (12) announcement of committee meetings. 

20 To revert to or pass to a new order of business requires only a majority vote. Unless otherwise 

21 specified in the motion to recess, the Senate shall revert to Order of Business No. 1 when reconvening after 

22 a recess." 

23 "550-160. Voting on second reading. (1 l On Order of Business No. 8, in addition to other methods, 

24 a recorded vote may be made in the following manner: the chair may call for a voice vote to accept or 

25 reject a question. If the vote is other than unanimous, the chair may ask that the lesser number on the 

26 question indicate their vote by standing. The Secretary will then record the vote of those standing. The 

27 chair may then rule that unless excused those not standing and present have voted on the prevailing side 

28 of the question and that their vote be recorded as such. If there was a unanimous voice vote, all those 

29 present will be recorded as having voted for the question. 

30 (2) U Except as provided in subsection (3). if a motion to recommend that a bill "do pass" or "be 
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concurred in" fails in the Committee of the Whole, the obverse, i.e., a recommendation that the bill "do not 

2 pass" or "be not concurred in", is considered to have passed. If a motion to recommend that a bill "do not 

3 pass" or "be not concurred in" fails in the Committee of the Whole, the obverse, i.e., a recommendation 

4 that the bill "do pass" or "be concurred in", is considered to have passed. 

5 (3) If a motion under subsection 12) fails on a tie vote, the bill remains on second reading." 

6 -END-
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SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 18 

INTRODUCED BY HARP, HALLIGAN 

SR0018.02 

AP?ROVED BY C::OM ON R:JL2:S 

2 

3 

4 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENA TE RULES COMMITTEE 

5 A RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REVISING CERTAIN SENATE RULES. 

6 

7 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 That the senate rules be amended as follows: 

9 "530-60. Committee reports to Senate. (1) Reports of standing committees shall be read on Order 

10 of Business No. 2, and no debate may be had on any report unless a minority report has been submitted. 

11 (2) Committee reports may recommend approval, or disapproval, or plasement on son sent salsnE!ar, 

12 with or without amendment. They may not be reported to the Senate without recommendation. 

13 (3) Any Senator seeking a reconsideration of the Senate's action on the adoption of a committee 

14 report shall do so on Order of Business No. 6 by motion to reconsider. Any Senator may make such motion 

15 and need not have voted on the prevailing side. This rule applies notwithstanding any joint rule to the 

1 6 contrary. 

17 (4) The Rules Committee and conference committees may report at any time, except during a call 

18 of the Senate or when a vote is being taken." 

19 "SJQ 11Q. CeRseRt saleRllar eligibility. (1) To be eligible fer the consent calenE!ar, legislation must 

20 rosoivo a tmanimous vo!O l3y U10 n:iembors of tho swnicling sommittee iR attonE!anso (E!0 pass, E!o pass as 

21 amonE!eE!). 

22 (2) o motion must be maE!e ans passes unanimously to plase the legislation on tho oonsont 

23 salandar ans this astian reflected in the eamminae report. 

24 (3) Appropriatians er ra•;enue bills ma~, net be resommeRded far tho s0ns0nt salonE!ar." 

25 "S30-140. Ethics Committee. ill The Ethics Committee shall meet only upon the call of the chair 

26 after the referral of an issue from the Rules Committee. The Rules Committee shall racommenE! proceE!1cJr0s 

27 to tho ~enate far tho referral of matters to the ethics Gommittoo may be convened to consider the referral 

28 of a matter to the Ethics Committee upon the request of a Senator. The Rules Committee shall prepare a 

29 written statement of the specific question or issue to be addressed by the Ethics Committee. The issues 

30 referred to the Ethics Committee must be related to the actions of a Senator during a legislative session. 
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(2) The matters that may be referred to the Ethics Committee are a violation of: 

2 

3 

4 

5 

@I 

lbl 

(cl 

!di 

2-2-103; 

2-2-104; 

22-111; 

2-2-112; or 

6 (el any other violation of law by a Senator while acting in the capacity of Senator. 

SR0018.02 

7 131 If there is a recommendation from the Ethics Committee, the recommendation is rnad_e to the 

8 Senate." 

9 "$40-40. Reading limitations. (1) Except for c0nsont oalenaar bills, ovory Every bill shall be read 

1 O three times prior to passage, either by title or by summary of title as provided in these rules. 

11 (2) No bill or resolution shall have more than one reading on the same day except the last 

1 2 legislative day. 

13 (31 No amendment may be offered on third reading." 

14 "S40-60. Scheduling for second reading. ( 1) All bills and resolutions, oiH;opt those reoommondoa 

15 for tho Gonsont salonaar, that have been reported by a committee, accepted by the SenateL and reproduced 

16 shall be scheduled for consideration by Committee of the Whole. 

17 (2) Until the 50th legislative day, 1 day must elapse between receiving the legislation from print:,1g 

18 and scheduling for second reading for consideration by Committee of the Whole. 

19 (3) Legislation shall be arranged on the agenda in numerical order unless bills are groupeti as 

20 companion bills or are placed in order otherwise by the Senate or Committee of the Whole." 

21 "S40 70. Consent ealemlar praooaure. (1) Le§islation repartee t:Jy oon,n,ittos for plaos~ 

22 oonsent oalsnear shall t:Je sent to t:Je prooessea ans reproeuooe as a thira reaaing version ans spesifioally 

23 markea as a "oonsent oa'enaar" item. 

24 (2) Le§islation shall be imn,eeiately pastas (as soon as it 1s reoeivea as a thira reaeing \'ersion) on 

25 the sensent oalondar and n,ust ron,ain there for 1 lo§islativo day before sonsieeration undsr Order of 

26 guoinoos No. 11, opooial oreors of tho ea1•. /\t that tims, the Prosiaont of tho Senato will announoe 

27 consideration 0f tho consent calsndar ans allow "reasonable tin,e" for questions ans answers upon rsquest. 

28 No dot:Jate '"ill se allowoe. 

29 131 Any three Senatore n,ay suemit ',Witten oejeotions to tho SeoFotary of ths Senate, and tho 

30 legislation must then be r0A10¥0a from ths oonsent ealeneaF anEI asses to the mgular sesone reading 
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agenda. 

2 (4 I Consent salendar legislation must be added to the end of the third reading agonda and slearly 

3 identified as "consent oalendar" and voted on indi,•idk1ally. 

4 (13) Gsnsent calendar legislatian ~assod an thi<d reading 10•ill then be transmitted to tho House of 

5 Re~resentatives." 

6 "S50-20. Orders of business. After prayer, roll call, and report on the journal, the order of business 

7 of the Senate is as follows: 

8 ( 1) communications and petitions; 

9 (2) reports of standing committees; 

1 O (3) reports of select committees; 

11 (4) messages from the Governor; 

12 15) messages from the House of Representatives; 

13 (6) motions; 

14 17) first reading and commitment of bills; 

15 (8) second reading of bills (Committee of the Whole); 

16 (9) third reading of bills and consent calendar bills; 

17 ( 10) unfinished business; 

18 ( 11) special orders of the day; and 

19 ( 12) announcement of committee meetings. 

20 To revert to or pass to a new order of business requires only a majority vote. Unless otherwise 

21 specified in the motion to recess, the Senate shall revert to Order of Business No. 1 when reconvening after 

22 a recess." 

23 "S50-160. Voting on second reading. ( 1) On Order of Business No. 8, in addition to other methods, 

24 a recorded vote may be made in the following manner: the chair may call for a voice vote to accept or 

25 reject a question. If the vote is other than unanimous, the chair may ask that the lesser number on the 

26 question indicate their vote by standing. The Secretary will then record the vote of those standing. The 

27 chair may then rule that unless excused those not standing and present have voted on the prevailing side 

28 of the question and that their vote be recorded as such. If there was a unanimous voice vote, all those 

29 present will be recorded as having voted for the question. 

30 (2) 14 Except as provided in subsection (3). if a motion to recommend that a bill "do pass" or "be 
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concurred in" fails in the Committee of the Whole, the obverse, i.e., a recommendation that the bill "do not 

2 pass" or "be not concurred in", is considered to have passed. If a motion to recommend that a bill "do not 

3 pass" or "be not concurred in" fails in the Committee of the Whole, the obverse, i.e., a recommendation 

4 that the bill "do pass" or "be concurred in", is considered to have passed. 

5 (3) If a motion under subsection (2) fails on a tie vote, the bill remains on second reading." 

6 -END-
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SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 18 

INTRODUCED BY HARP, HALLIGAN 

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE RULES COMMITTEE 

SR0018.03 

5 A RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REVISING CERTAIN SENATE RULES. 

6 

7 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF MONT ANA: 

8 That the senate rules be amended as follows: 

9 "530-60. Committee reports to Senate. ( 1 l Reports of standing committees shall be read on Order 

10 of Business No. 2, and no debate may be had on any report unless a minority report has been submitted. 

11 (2) Committee reports may recommend approval,or disapproval, or 13las0rn0nt on sonsent salendar, 

12 with or without amendment. They may not be reported to the Senate without recommendation. 

13 (3) Any Senator seeking a reconsideration of the Senate's action on the adoption of a committee 

14 report shall do so on Order of Business No. 6 by motion to reconsider. Any Senator may make such motion 

15 and need not have voted on the prevailing side. This rule applies notwithstanding any joint rule to the 

16 contrary. 

17 (4) The Rules Committee and conference committees may report at any time, except during a call 

18 of the Senate or when a vote is being taken." 

19 "s:rn 11 O. CoAseAt saleAdar eligibility. ( 1) To 00 eligiele for ti:lo sonsent salensar, legislation rnust 

20 reseive a unanirnous ·,ote B'( ti:le FHORleers of ti:10 stanEling sornrnittee in attenElanse (Elo 13ass, Elo 13ass as 

21 arnenEleEI). 

22 (al A n:iotion rnust 00 rnaEle ana 13ass0El unanirno1,Jsl'{ to 13las0 ti:10 legislation on ti:10 sonsent 

23 salenaar ans ti:lis astion rnflestea in ti:10 soA=1R1itt00 rn13ort. 

24 (31 A llflFOflriations or revenuo sills RlB'{ not be resornrnenseEI for ti:le sonsent salenaar." 

25 "530-140. Ethics Committee. ill The Ethics Committee shall meet only upon the call of the chair 

26 after the referral of an issue from the Rules Committee. The Rules Committee si:lall reooR1R1enEI 13ros0El1,Jres 

27 to ti:le Senate for ti:le referral of matters to tl=te eti:lios Cornrnittee may be convened to consider the referral 

28 of a matter to the Ethics Committee upon the request of a Senator. The Rules Committee shall prepare a 

29 written statement of the specific question or issue to be addressed by the Ethics Committee. The issues 

30 referred to the Ethics Committee must be related to the actions of a Senator during a legislative session. 
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(2) The matters that may be referred to the Ethics Committee are: 

2 (Al a violation of: 

3 wm 2-2-103; 

4 f!tl(II) 2-2-104; 

5 WOii) 2-2-111; 

6 AA(IVl 2-2-112; ef 

7 (Bl THE USE OR THREATENED USE OF A SENATOR'S POSITION FOR PERSONAL OR PERSONAL 

8 BUSINESS BENEFIT OR ADVANTAGE; OR 

9 fe}(Cl any other violation of law by a Senator while acting in the capacity of Senator. 

10 (3) If there is a recommendation from the Ethics Committee. the recommendation is made to the 

11 Senate." 

12 "S40-40. Reading limitations. ( 1) exso13t fer sensont salonear sills, B'JBP( Every bill shall be read 

13 three times prior to passage, either by title or by summary of title as provided in these rules. 

14 12) No bill or resolution shall have more than one reading on the same day except the last 

1 5 legislative day. 

16 (3) No amendment may be offered on third reading." 

17 "S40-60. Scheduling for second reading. (1) All bills and resolutions, 01(s013t tl=lese ros0n1n10ns0s 

18 for tl=lo sensont salenear, that have been reported by a committee, accepted by the Senate. and reproduced 

19 shall be scheduled for consideration by Committee of the Whole. 

20 (2) Until the 50th legislative day, 1 day must elapse between receiving the legislation from printing 

21 and scheduling for second reading for consideration by Committee of the Whole. 

22 (3) Legislation shall be arranged on the agenda in numerical order unless bills are grouped as 

23 companion bills or are placed in order otherwise by the Senate or Committee of the Whole." 

24 "8<10 70, CeRseRt saloRdar preoodwro. (1) bo9islati0n roponos B'( son,n,ittoo for 13lason1ont en tho 

25 sensont salomlar sl=lall 130 sent to so 13resossos ane roproswsos as a tl=lird roadin9 vorsien and sposifisally 

26 n,arkos as a "sonsont salomlar" iton,, 

27 121 bo9islati0n sh,111 so in1R'losiatol 1( postos (as seen as it is rosoivod as a thirs roadin9 version! en 

28 tl=lo sensont salondar ans R'lust ron,ain tl=loro for 1 lo9islativo day eoforo sensidoration unsor Orser ef 

29 Bwsinoss Ne. 11, s13osial orders of tl=lo day. l\t that tin10, tl=lo Prosisont ef tl=lo lionato will ann01.mso 

30 sonsidoratien ef tl=lo sensont salondO( and allew "roasenaelo tin,o" fer eiuostions ans ans ... ors u13on roeiuost. 
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t>Je sesate will be allewes. 

2 (J) Any three Senaters n:1a~1 st.bR'lit written ebjeotiens te the Seoretary ef the Senate, and the 

3 le§islatien n:11,st then be reA:ieveEl freR'I the oensent oalensar and asses te the FB§ular sesens readin§ 

4 a§enEla. 

5 (4) Consent oalendar IB§islatien R'IUSt be aElded to the end ef tl:ie thirEl reading a§enEla and slearl•,, 

6 iElentifies as "sonsent salendar" and Yeted en indiviElually. 

7 (e) Gensent salensar le§islatien passes en tl:iirs reasin§ will then be transR'litted te tl:ie l=leuso ef 

8 Represontati¥es." 

9 "S50-20. Orders of business. After prayer, roll call, and report on the journal, the order of business 

10 of the Senate is as follows: 

11 ( 1 l communications and petitions; 

12 (2) reports of standing committees; 

13 (3) reports of select committees; 

14 (4) messages from the Governor; 

15 15) messages from the House of Representatives; 

16 16) motions; 

17 (7) first reading and commitment of bills; 

18 (8) second reading of bills (Committee of the Whole); 

19 (9) third reading of bills ans sensent salensar eills; 

20 ( 1 Ol unfinished business; 

21 ( 11 l special orders of the day; and 

22 (12) announcement of committee meetings. 

23 To revert to or pass to a new order of business requires only a majority vote. Unless otherwise 

24 specified in the motion to recess, the Senate shall revert to Order of Business No. 1 when reconvening after 

25 a recess." 

26 "S50-160. Voting on second reading. (1) On Order of Business No. 8, in addition to other methods, 

27 a recorded vote may be made in the following manner: the chair may call for a voice vote to accept or 

28 reject a question. If the vote is other than unanimous, the chair may ask that the lesser number on the 

29 question indicate their vote by standing. The Secretary will then record the vote of those standing. The 

30 chair may then rule that unless excused those not standing and present have voted on the prevailing side 

- 3 - SR 18 



55th Legislature SR0018.03 

1 of the question and that their vote be recorded as such. If there was a unanimous voice vote, all those 

2 present will be recorded as having voted for the question. 

3 (2) 1-f Except as provided in subsection (3), if a motion to recommend that a bill "do pass" or "be 

4 concurred in" fails in the Committee of the Whole, the obverse, i.e., a recommendation that the bill "do not 

5 pass" or "be not concurred in", is considered to have passed. If a motion to recommend that a bill "do not 

6 pass" or "be not concurred in" fails in the Committee of the Whole, the obverse, i.e., a recommendation 

7 that the bill "do pass" or "be concurred in", is considered to have passed. 

8 (3) If a motion under subsection (2l fails on a tie vote, the bill remains on second reading." 

9 -END-
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