
55th Legislature LC1390.01 

5 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

6 MONTANA URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO ACT IN A TIMELY FASHION TO REAUTHORIZE 

7 THE FEDERAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM AND TO CONTINUE TO RECOGNIZE THE 

8 NATIONAL INTEREST IN THE INVESTMENT IN HIGHWAYS THAT SERVE AND CROSS RURAL WESTERN 

9 STATES. 

10 

11 WHEREAS, Montana's economy and the quality of life of its citizens benefit greatly from federal 

12 transportation and highway infrastructure investments; and 

13 WHEREAS, the nation's highways are a linked, interconnected system, with the nation as a whole 

14 benefiting from federal highway infrastructure investments in rural western states, such as Montana, where 

15 our Interstate and National Highway Systems provide a bridge for the safe and efficient movement of people 

16 and goods across this vast region; and 

1 7 WHEREAS, the benefits to the nation and the states from the Federal-Aid Highway Program 

18 investments include: 

19 ( 1) improved mobility to support our economy and our competitive international position; 

20 (2) access to the nation's agricultural production, its manufactured goods, and its national parks 

21 and monuments; 

22 (3) access and mobility for our national and civil defense forces; and 

23 (4) social progress and quality of life for our citizens; and 

24 WHEREAS, federal highway investments are supported entirely by the fees assessed every day on 

25 the users of the nation's highways; and 

26 WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Trust Fund could substantially increase investments in highway 

27 infrastructure without any increase in fees to the users of the highway system; and 

28 WHEREAS, to continue the benefits of transportation and highway infrastructure investments, the 

29 Federal Surface Transportation Program must be reauthorized by the United States Congress before the 

30 program expires on October 1, 1997. 
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55th Legislature LC1390.01 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

2 STATE OF MONTANA: 

3 That the United States Congress is urged to act promptly to reauthorize the Federal Surface 

4 Transportation Program and that this reauthorization should include: 

5 ( 1) full investment of all Federal Highway Trust Fund balances, interest, and revenue in 

6 much-needed transportation and highway infrastructure; 

7 (21 a high level of support for the nation's most important highways, our Interstate System and 

8 National Highway System routes; 

9 (3) fair treatment of western, rural states in the distribution of Federal-Aid Highway Program funds 

1 O between states, including recognition that the western states have vast highway systems that benefit the 

11 entire nation and few people to support them; 

12 (4) regulatory reduction and program streamlining to improve the timeliness and cost-effectiveness 

1 3 of highway project delivery; and 

14 (5) respect for the uniqueness of each state's approach to managing its transportation system. 

15 Solutions in small, densely populated eastern states may not make sense in the west. One size does not 

16 fit all, so the federal government should refrain from mandating solutions. 

17 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send a copy of this resolution to the 

18 Director of the Montana Department of Transportation, the President of the United States, the Speaker of 

19 the United States House of Representatives, the President of the United States Senate, and each member 

20 of the Montana Congressional Delegation. 

21 -END-
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5 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

6 MONTANA URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO ACT IN A TIMELY FASHION TO REAUTHORIZE 

7 THE FEDERAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM AND TO CONTINUE TO RECOGNIZE THE 

8 NATIONAL INTEREST IN THE INVESTMENT IN HIGHWAYS THAT SERVE AND CROSS RURAL WESTERN 

9 STATES. 

10 

11 WHEREAS, Montana's economy and the quality of life of its citizens benefit greatly from federal 

12 transportation and highway infrastructure investments; and 

13 WHEREAS, the nation's highways are a linked, interconnected system, with the nation as a whole 

14 benefiting from federal highway infrastructure investments in rural western states, such as Montana, where 

15 our Interstate and National Highway Systems provide a bridge for the safe and efficient movement of people 

16 and goods across this vast region; and 

17 WHEREAS, the benefits to the nation and the states from the Federal-Aid Highway Program 

18 investments include: 

19 I 1) improved mobility to support our economy and our competitive international position; 

20 {2) access to the nation's agricultural production, its manufactured goods, and its national parks 

21 and monuments; 

22 (3) access and mobility for our national and civil defense forces; and 

23 {4) social progress and quality of life for our citizens; and 

24 WHEREAS, federal highway investments are supported entirely by the fees assessed every day on 

25 the users of the nation's highways; and 

26 WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Trust Fund could substantially increase investments in highway 

27 infrastructure without any increase in fees to the users of the highway system; and 

28 WHEREAS, to continue the benefits of transportation and highway infrastructure investments, the 

29 Federal Surface Transportation Program must be reauthorized by the United States Congress before the 

30 program expires on October 1, 1997. 
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55th Legislature LC1390.01 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

2 STATE OF MONTANA: 

3 That the United States Congress is urged to act promptly to reauthorize the Federal Surface 

4 Transportation Program and that this reauthorization should include: 

5 ( 1) full investment of all Federal Highway Trust Fund balances, interest, and revenue in 

6 much-needed transportation and highway infrastructure; 

7 (2) a high level of support for the nation's most important highways, our Interstate System and 

8 National Highway System routes; 

9 (3) fair treatment of western, rural states in the distribution of Federal-Aid Highway Program funds 

10 between states, including recognition that the western states have vast highway systems that benefit the 

11 entire nation and few people to support them; 

12 (4) regulatory reduction and program streamlining to improve the timeliness and cost-effectiveness 

13 of highway project delivery; and 

14 (5) respect for the uniqueness of each state's approach to managing its transportation system. 

15 Solutions in small, densely populated eastern states may not make sense in the west. One size does not 

16 fit all, so the federal government should refrain from mandating solutions. 

17 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send a copy of this resolution to the 

18 Director of the Montana Department of Transportation, the President of the United States, the Speaker of 

19 the United States House of Representatives, the President of the United States Senate, and each member 

20 of the Montana Congressional Delegation. 

21 -END-
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5 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

6 MONTANA URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO ACT IN A TIMELY FASHION TO REAUTHORIZE 

7 THE FEDERAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM AND TO CONTINUE TO RECOGNIZE THE 

8 NATIONAL INTEREST IN THE INVESTMENT IN HIGHWAYS THAT SERVE AND CROSS RURAL WESTERN 

9 STATES. 

10 

11 WHEREAS, Montana's economy and the quality of life of its citizens benefit greatly from federal 

12 transportation and highway infrastructure investments; and 

13 WHEREAS, the nation's highways are a linked, interconnected system, with the nation as a whole 

14 benefiting from federal highway infrastructure investments in rural western states, such as Montana, where 

15 our Interstate and National Highway Systems provide a bridge for the safe and efficient movement of people 

16 and goods across this vast region; and 

17 WHEREAS, the benefits to the nation and the states from the Federal-Aid Highway Program 

18 investments include: 

19 (11 improved mobility to support our economy and our competitive international position; 

20 (2) access to the nation's agricultural production, its manufactured goods, and its national parks 

21 and monuments; 

22 (3) access and mobility for our national and civil defense forces; and 

23 (4) social progress and quality of life for our citizens; and 

24 WHEREAS, federal highway investments are supported entirely by the fees assessed every day on 

25 the users of the nation's highways; and 

26 WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Trust Fund could substantially increase investments in highway 

27 infrastructure without any increase in fees to the users of the highway system; and 

28 WHEREAS, to continue the benefits of transportation and highway infrastructure investments, the 

29 Federal Surface Transportation Program must be reauthorized by the United States Congress before the 

30 program expires on October 1, 1997. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

2 STATE OF MONTANA: 

3 That the United States Congress is urged to act promptly to reauthorize the Federal Surface 

4 Transportation Program and that this reauthorization should include: 

5 11) full investment of all Federal Highway Trust Fund balances, interest, and revenue in 

6 much-needed transportation and highway infrastructure; 

7 121 a high level of support for the nation's most important highways, our Interstate System and 

8 National Highway System routes; 

9 131 fair treatment of western, rural states in the distribution of Federal-Aid Highway Program funds 

1 O between states, including recognition that the western states have vast highway systems that benefit the 

1 1 entire nation and few people to support them; 

12 14) regulatory reduction and program streamlining to improve the timeliness and cost-effectiveness 

13 of highway project delivery; and 

14 151 respect for the uniqueness of each state's approach to managing its transportation system. 

15 Solutions in small, densely populated eastern states may not make sense in the west. One size does not 

16 fit all, so the federal government should refrain from mandating solutions. 

17 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send a copy of this resolution to the 

18 Director of the Montana Department of Transportation, the President of the United States, the Speaker of 

1 9 the United States House of Representatives, the President of the United States Senate, and each member 

20 of the Montana Congressional Delegation. 

21 -END-
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55th Legislature LC1390.01 

APPROVED BY 
COM ON TRANSPORTATION 

5 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

6 MONTANA URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO ACT IN A TIMELY FASHION TO REAUTHORIZE 

7 THE FEDERAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM AND TO CONTINUE TO RECOGNIZE THE 

8 NATIONAL INTEREST IN THE INVESTMENT IN HIGHWAYS THAT SERVE AND CROSS RURAL WESTERN 

9 STATES. 

10 

11 WHEREAS, Montana's economy and the quality of life of its citizens benefit greatly from federal 

1 2 transportation and highway infrastructure investments; and 

13 WHEREAS, the nation's highways are a linked, interconnected system, with the nation as a whole 

14 benefiting from federal highway infrastructure investments in rural western states, such as Montana, where 

1 5 our Interstate and National Highway Systems provide a bridge for the safe and efficient movement of people 

16 and goods across this vast region; and 

17 WHEREAS, the benefits to the nation and the states from the Federal-Aid Highway Program 

18 investments include: 

1 9 { 1) improved mobility to support our economy and our competitive international position: 

20 (2) access to the nation's agricultural production, its manufactured goods, and its national parks 

21 and monuments; 

22 (3) access and mobility for our national and civil defense forces; and 

23 (4) social progress and quality of life for our citizens; and 

24 WHEREAS, federal highway investments are supported entirely by the fees assessed every day on 

25 the users of the nation's highways; and 

26 WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Trust Fund could substantially increase investments in highway 

27 infrastructure without any increase in fees to the users of the highway system; and 

28 WHEREAS, to continue the benefits of transportation and highway infrastructure investments. the 

29 Federal Surface Transportation Program must be reauthorized by the United States Congress before the 

30 program expires on October 1, 1997. 
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55th Legislature LC 1390.01 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

2 STATE OF MONTANA: 

3 That the United States Congress is urged to act promptly to reauthorize the Federal Surface 

4 Transportation Program and that this reauthorization should include: 

5 I 1) full investment of all Federal Highway Trust Fund balances, interest, and revenue in 

6 much-needed transportation and highway infrastructure; 

7 121 a high level of support for the nation's most important highways, our Interstate System and 

8 National Highway System routes; 

9 (3) fair treatment of western, rural states in the distribution of Federal-Aid Highway Program funds 

1 o between states, including recognition that the western states have vast highway systems that benefit the 

1 1 entire nation and few people to support them: 

1 2 14) regulatory reduction and program streamlining to improve the timeliness and cost-effectiveness 

1 3 of highway project delivery; and 

14 (5) respect for the uniqueness of each state's approach to managing its transportation system. 

15 Solutions in small, densely populated eastern states may not make sense in the west. One size does not 

16 fit all, so the federal government should refrain from mandating solutions. 

17 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send a copy of this resolution to the 

18 Director of the Montana Department of Transportation, the President of the United States, the Speaker of 

19 the United States House of Representatives, the President of the United States Senate, and each member 

20 of the Montana Congressional Delegation. 

21 -END-
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 9 

2 INTRODUCED BY STANG, DEPRATU, COLE, HOLDEN, JABS, NELSON, HERTEL, MOHL, JERGESON, 

3 BAER 

4 BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

5 

6 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ST ATE OF 

7 MONTANA URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO ACT IN A TIMELY FASHION TO REAUTHORIZE 

8 THE FEDERAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM AND TO CONTINUE TO RECOGNIZE THE 

9 NATIONAL INTEREST IN THE INVESTMENT IN HIGHWAYS THAT SERVE AND CROSS RURAL WESTERN 

10 STATES. 

11 

12 WHEREAS, Montana's economy and the quality of life of its citizens benefit greatly from federal 

13 transportation and highway infrastructure investments; and 

14 WHEREAS, the nation's highways are a linked, interconnected system, with the nation as a whole 

15 benefiting from federal highway infrastructure investments in rural western states, such as Montana, where 

16 our Interstate and National Highway Systems provide a bridge for the safe and efficient movement of people 

17 and goods across this vast region; and 

18 WHEREAS, the benefits to the nation and the states from the Federal-Aid Highway Program 

19 investments include: 

20 ( 1) improved mobility to support our economy and our competitive international position; 

21 (2) access to the nation's agricultural production, its manufactured goods, and its national parks 

22 and monuments; 

23 13) access and mobility for our national and civil defense forces; and 

24 14) social progress and quality of life for our citizens; and 

25 WHEREAS, federal highway investments are supported entirely by the fees assessed every day on 

26 the users of the nation's highways; and 

27 WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Trust Fund could substantially increase investments in highway 

28 infrastructure without any increase in fees to the users of the highway system; and 

29 WHEREAS, to continue the benefits of transportation and highway infrastructure investments, the 

30 Federal Surface Transportation Program must be reauthorized by the United States Congress before the 
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55th Legislature 

program expires on October 1, 1997. 

2 

SJ0009.02 

3 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

4 STATE OF MONTANA: 

5 That the United States Congress is urged to act promptly to reauthorize the Federal Surface 

6 Transportation Program and that this reauthorization should include: 

7 (1) full investment of all Federal Highway Trust Fund balances, interest, and revenue in 

8 much-needed transportation and highway: infrastructure; 

9 (2) a high level of support for the nation's most important highways, our Interstate System and 

1 O National Highway System routes; 

11 (3) fair treatment of western, rural states in the distribution of Federal-Aid Highway Program funds 

12 between states, including recognition that the western states have vast highway systems that benefit the 

13 entire nation and few people to support them; 

14 (4) regulatory reduction and program streamlining to improve the timeliness and cost-effectiveness 

15 of highway project delivery; and 

16 (5) respect for the uniqueness of each state's approach to managing its transportation system. 

17 Solutions in small, densely populated eastern states may not make sense in the west. One size does not 

18 fit all, so the federal government should refrain from mandating solutions. 

19 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send a copy of this resolution to the 

20 Director of the Montana Department of Transportation, the President of the United States, the Speaker of 

21 the United States House of Representatives, the President of tAe United States Senate, and each member 

22 of the Montana Congressional Delegation. 

23 -END-
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