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INTRODUCED BY / fl !;)Jr'/'S '- 1,\):; -~-------~~~---------------------

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE PROVISIONS RELATING TO ARCHITECTURAL 

5 SERVICES TO ALLOW A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO DETERMINE WHETHER ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES ARE 

6 NECESSARY FOR THE BUILDING, FURNISHING, REPAIRING, OR COMPLETION OF OTHER WORK FOR THE 

7 BENEFIT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT; ELIMINATING THE $50,000 LIMIT RELATING TO REQUIRED 

8 ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES; ELIMINATING NEGOTIATION FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICE FEES; 

9 AMENDING SECTIONS 20-6-631 AND 20-6-633, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

10 DATE." 

11 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 

14 Section 1. Section 20-6-631, MCA, is amended to read: 

15 "20-6-631. When contracts for architectural services required. Whenever the trustees of a school 

16 district determine that the estimates east of an~· building, furnishing, repairing, or other work for the benefit 

17 of a school district ei,seeds $60,000 ans requires architectural services,~ the trustees of the school 

18 district may contract for those servicer; shall tie tiv oontraot." 

19 

20 Section 2. Section 20-6-633, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "20-6-633. Ne11otiation of fees Hiring for architectural services authorized. After seleotin§ a firm, 

22 #le If the trustees determine pursuant to 20-6-631 that architectural services are necessary, the trustees 

23 shall ne§otiate with the seleeted fam a fair ans reasonable fee may hire a firm for the architectural services 

24 as described by the school district's scope of the work. In the event the trtistees ans the firm are tinable 

25 to ne§otiate a fair anEI reasonatile foe, the trtistees mav seleot another firm, provided the trtistees a§ain give 

26 reasonatile ptitllio netioe of their solostion." 

27 

28 

29 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-

(Legisl~tive 
\.Services 
l,,,.J?jvision 

- 1 - $B 370 
INTRODUCED BILL 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for SB0370, as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: An act clarifying the provisions relating to 
acchitectural services to allow a school district to determine whether architectural 
services are necessary for the building, furnishing, repairing, or completion of other 
war~ :or the benefit of the school district; eliminating the $50,000 limit relating to 
required arch~tectural services; eliminating negotiation for architectural services fees. 

ASSlI'.·!P':'IONS: 
1. SB 370 allows school trustees to determine when the services of an architect 

are necessary for a school facility proJect. 

The Montana Accreditation Standards, adopted by the Board of Public Education, 
requi~e that "When a board of trustees considers major remodeling or building a 
facility, it shall seek facility expertise in all affected program areas as 
well as comments from faculty, students, and community." (ARM 10.55.2001) 
School districts will contract for architectural services for any major 
facility proJects. 

FISCAL IMPACT: No impact on state general fund expenditures. 
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SB0370.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

SENATE BILL NO. 370 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, COBB 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:" AN ACT CLARIFYING THE PROVISIONS RELATING TO ARCHITECTURAL 

5 SERVICES TO ALLOW A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO DETERMINE WHETHER ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES ARE 

6 NECESSARY FOR THE BUILDING, FURNISHING, REPAIRING, OR COMPLETION OF OTHER WORK FOR THE 

7 BENEFIT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT; IOLIMl~IATl~IG Tl-lie $e0,000 LIMIT RIOLATl~IG TO Ri;;QUIRIOD 

8 ARCI-IITIOCTURAL SERVICES; ELIMINATING NEGOTIATION FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICE FEES; 

9 AMENDING SECTIONS 20-6-631 AND 20-6-633, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

10 DATE." 

11 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 

14 Section 1. Section 20-6-631, MCA, is amended to read: 

15 "20-6-631. When contracts for architectural services required. Whenever the trustees of a school 

16 district determine that the estiffiatea east of an.,. building, furnishing, repairing, or other work for the benefit 

17 of a school district oHoooas $e0,000 ans EXCEEDS $50,000 AND requires architectural services UNDER 

18 TITLE 37, CHAPTER 65, SHefl the trustees of the school district may SHALL contract for those services 

19 shall se bv eontraet." 

20 

21 Section 2. Section 20-6-633, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "20-6-633. Negotiation ef fees Hiring for architectural services authorized. After selecting a firm, 

23 #le If the trustees determine pursuant to 20-6-631 that architectural services are necessary. the trustees 

24 shall ne§otiato with tho seleotoa firffi a fair ans reasenas/e fee may SHALL hire a fif.ffi LICENSED 

25 ARCHITECT for the architectural services as described by the school district's scope of the work. ffi-tfle 

26 e¥ent tho trustees ans the firffi are i,masle to negotiate a fair ans reasenasle fee, the truste □ s ffia'y' select 

27 another firffi, ~re.,.iaoa tho trustees again gi¥o roasonaslo ~uslio notieo of their soleotion. IN THE EVENT 

28 THAT THE TRUSTEES AND THE ARCHITECT ARE UNABLE TO NEGOTIATE A FAIR AND REASONABLE 

29 FEE. THE TRUSTEES MAY SELECT ANOTHER ARCHITECT IF THE TRUSTEES AGAIN GIVE REASONABLE 

30 NOTICE OF THEIR SELECTION. 
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NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 370 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, COBB 

SB0370.03 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE PROVISIONS RELATING TO ARCHITECTURAL 

5 SERVICES TO ALLOW A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO DETERMINE WHETHER ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES ARE 

6 NECESSARY FOR THE BUILDING, FURNISHING, REPAIRING, OR COMPLETION OF OTHER WORK FOR THE 

7 BENEFIT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT; ELIMl~I/\TING Tl-IE $60,000 LIMIT REb/\Tl~IG TO REQUIRED 

8 ARGI-IITEGTUR/\b SERVICES; INCREASING THE LIMIT RELATING TO REQUIRED ARCHITECTURAL 

9 SERVICES: ELIMINATING NEGOTIATION FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICE FEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 

10 20-6-631 AND 20-6-633, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

11 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 

14 Section 1. Section 20-6-631 , MCA, is amended to read: 

15 "20-6-631. When contracts for architectural services required. Whenever the trustees of a school 

16 district determine that the estimates eest et aA~' building, furnishing, repairing, or other work for the benefit 

17 of a school district eJEeeees $60,000 aAe EXCEEDS $ e0.000 $150,000 AND requires architectural services 

18 UNDER TITLE 37, CHAPTER 65, Sl:leR the trustees of the school district may SHALL contract for those 

19 services shall eo ey ooAtraot." 

20 

21 Section 2. Section 20-6-633, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "20-6-633. Negotiation of fees Hiring for architectural services authorized. AHer selootiA!J a firm, 

23 #le If the trustees determine pursuant to 20-6-631 that architectural services are necessary, the trustees 

24 shall AO!'jetiato 1,•ith tho soleotoe firm a fair aAe reasoAaelo foe may SHALL hire a fffffi LICENSED 

25 ARCHITECT for the architectural services as described by the school district's scope of the work. ffi-#le 

26 O't'OAt tho trustees aAe the firm are uAaelo to Aogotiato a fair aAe roasoAaelo too, the trustees may seloot 

27 aAethor firm, 13r0Yieoe tho trustees agaiA gi•,o reasoAaelo 13uelio Aotioo of their soleetioR. IN THE EVENT 

28 THAT THE TRUSTEES AND THE ARCHITECT ARE UNABLE TO NEGOTIATE A FAIR AND REASONABLE 

29 FEE. THE TRUSTEES MAY SELECT ANOTHER ARCHITECT IF THE TRUSTEES AGAIN GIVE REASONABLE 

30 NOTICE OF THEIR SELECTION. 
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NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act) is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 370 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, COBB 

SB0370.03 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
EDUCATION 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE PROVISIONS RELATING TO ARCHITECTURAL 

5 SERVICES TO ALLOW A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO DETERMINE WHETHER ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES ARE 

6 NECESSARY FOR THE BUILDING, FURNISHING, REPAIRING, OR COMPLETION OF OTHER WORK FOR THE 

7 BENEFIT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT; ELIMl~IATl~IG Tl-lE $6Q,QQQ blMIT RlabATING TO REQUIRED 

8 ARCl-llT!aCTURAb SERVICES; INCREASING THE LIMIT RELATING TO REQUIRED ARCHITECTURAL 

9 SERVICES; ELIMINATING NEGOTIATION FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICE FEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 

10 20-6-631 AND 20-6-633, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

11 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 

14 Section 1. Section 20-6-631, MCA, is amended to read: 

15 "20-6-631. When contracts for architectural services required. Whenever the trustees of a school 

16 district determine that the ostiFHotoel eoet of BA'J' building, furnishing, repairing, or other work for the benefit 

17 of a school district 0>10e0Eio $6Q,QQQ aAEi EXCEEDS $6Q,QQQ $150.000 AND requires architectural services 

18 UNDER TITLE 37. CHAPTER 65, 8tl6R the trustees of the school district ffli!Y SHALL contract for those 

19 services shall be by eeAtFaet." 

20 

21 Section 2. Section 20-6-633, MCA, is amended to road: 

22 "20-6-633. Negetietien ef fooe Hiring for architectural services authorized. After soloetiA!I a firFH, 

23 fflEI If the trustees determine pursuant to 20-6-631 that architectural services are necessary. the trustees 

24 sl=tall Ae!jetiete witA tl=te eeleeteel firll'l a fair aAel reaseAellle l'ee ffli!Y SHALL hire a #fm LICENSED 

25 ARCHITECT for the architectural services as described by the school district's scope of tho work. ~ 

26 eYeAt tl=te tFl:IGtees aAel tl=te fiFffi are l:IAelllo to AO!jOtiato a fair aAEi roaoeAalllo foe, tl=to tFl:IGtoes FAav seloot 

27 another firn:1, JJFD¥ideB tho tr1:1&tees again give Feasenable p1:1blie netiee ef their seleetieR. IN THE EVENT 

28 THAT THE TRUSTEES AND THE ARCHITECT ARE UNABLE TO NEGOTIATE A FAIR AND REASONABLE 

29 FEE, THE TRUSTEES MAY SELECT ANOTHER ARCHITECT IF THE TRUSTEES AGAIN GIVE REASONABLE 

30 NOTICE OF THEIR SELECTION. 
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NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 370 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, COBB 

S60370.03 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE PROVISIONS RELATING TO ARCHITECTL,RAL 

5 SERVICES TO ALLOW A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO DETERMINE WHETHER ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES ARE 

6 NECESSARY FOR THE BUILDING, FURNISHING, REPAIRING, OR COMPLETION OF OTHER WORK FOR THE 

7 BENEFIT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT; EblMl~lATING Tl-IE $ii0,000 blMIT J;!EbATl~IG TO J;IEQUIJ;IED 

8 AJ;!GI-IITEGTUJ;l/\b SE:J;IVIGE:6; INCREASING THE LIMIT RELATING TO REQUIRED ARCHITECTURAL 

9 SERVICES; ELIMINATING NEGOTIATION FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICE FEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 

10 20-6-631 AND 20-6-633, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

11 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 

14 Section 1. Section 20-6-631, MCA, is amended to read: 

15 "20-6-631. When contracts for architectural services required. Whenever the trustees of a school 

16 district determine that the estimates ooet of aAV building, furnishing, repairing, or other work for the benefit 

1 7 of a school district eueeoes $ iiO,QOO aAe EXCEEDS $ii0,QOO $150,000 AND requires architectural services 

18 UNDER TITLE 37, CHAPTER 65, 11ttOA the trustees of the school district fflav SHALL contract for those 

19 services shall bo bv ooAtraot." 

20 

21 Section 2. Section 20-6-633, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "20-6-633. NogetiatieA ef feee Hiring for architectural services authorized. After seleetiA!I a iirrn, 

23 tl=le If the trustees determine pursuant to 20-6-631 that architectural services are necessary, the trustees 

24 shall negetiato with tho soloetee firm a fair ane roaoeAablo foe ffl:6't SHALL hire a fifffl LICENSED 

25 ARCHITECT for the architectural services as described by the school district's scope of the work. ttHfle 

26 8¥8At the trl:i&tees and tRe tiFR=I are 1:JRable ta negetiate a ~air anEI reasenaBle tee, tRe trt:Jstaas FRay seloot 

27 anetRor tirFA, J:irevieleS 1:Re truotooe again 9i1v1e roooenaBlo pt:JBlie netiee of tl=loir eelee1:ion. IN THE EVENT 

28 THAT THE TRUSTEES AND THE ARCHITECT ARE UNABLE TO NEGOTIATE A FAIR AND REASONABLE 

29 FEE, THE TRUSTEES MAY SELECT ANOTHER ARCHITECT IF THE TRUSTEES AGAIN GIVE REASONABLE 

30 NOTICE OF THEIR SELECTION. 
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NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act! is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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