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/ I. /}~ BILLNO. Oi' 
INTRODUCED BY Gnf 7t•~~ (ill Pi ENt?l)( c.,f: 
~ ~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING BALLOT 

ISSUES; INCREASING THE TIME FOR ELECTION OFFICIALS TO PROCESS BALLOT MEASURES; 

PROHIBITING PETITIONS FROM CONTAINING EXTRANEOUS MATERIAL; REQUIRING THE SIGNATURES 

OF 50 QUALIFIED ELECTORS IN ORDER TO SUBMIT A PETITION FOR REVIEW; PROVIDING FOR AN 

EXTENDED PERIOD OF REVIEW DURING CERTAIN TIMES; PROHIBITING FACSIMILE SIGNATURES ON 

PETITIONS; REQUIRING THE TITLE OF BALLOT MEASURES TO CONFORM TO STANDARDS FOR BILLS; 

INCREASING THE PERMISSIBLE LENGTH OF STATEMENTS OF PURPOSE; AMENDING SECTIONS 5-4-102 .. 

13-27-201, 13-27-202, 13-27-301, 13-27-303, 13-27-312, AND 13-27-315, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

14 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 5-4-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

15 

16 

17 "5-4-102. Limitation on title of referred legislation. All bills referred by the legislature to a vote of 

18 the people Sflail must have a title of no more than 400 150 words." 

19 

20 Section 2. Section 13-27-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "13-27-201. Form of petition generally. I 1 I A petition for the initiative, the referendum, or to call 

22 a constitutional convention must be substantially in the form provided by this chapter. Clerical or technical 

23 errors that do not interfere with the ability to judge the sufficiency of signatures on the petition do not 

24 render a petition vord. 

25 121 Petition sheets may not exceed 8 1 /2 x 14 inches in size. Separate sheets of a petition may 

26 be fastened in sections of not more than 25 sheets. Near the top of each sheet containing signature lines 

27 must be printed the title of the statute or constitutional amendment proposed or the measure to be referred 

28 or a statement that the petition is for the purpose of calling a constitutional convention. If signature lines 

29 are printed on both the front and back of a petition sheet, the information required aa&11-e in this subsection 

30 must appear on bpth the front and back of the sheet. +Be Only a number assigned pursuant to 13-27-203, 
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the title, and the complete text of the measure proposed or referred fftt:!St may be attached to or contained 

2 within each signature sheet if sheets are circulated separately. The petition or signature sheets may not 

3 contain material other than the material required in this section. The title and the text of the measure must 

4 be in the bill form provided in the most recent issue of the bill drafting manual furnished by the legislative 

5 services division. If sheets are circulated in sections, the complete text of the measure must be attached 

6 to each section." 

7 

8 

9 

Section 3. Section 13-27-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-202. Recommendations -- approval of form required. 11) Before submission of a sample 

10 sheet to the secretary of state pursuant to subsection (3), the following requirements must be fulfilled: 

11 la) The text of the proposed measure, along with the signatures of 50 different registered voters, 

12 must be submitted to the legislati';e serviees Elivision for review secretary of state. The signatures may be 

13 randomly checked by the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall submit a petition complying with 

14 this subsection (1 /{a) to the legislative services division for review. If at any time the secretary of state 

15 determines that the signatures submitted with a proposed measure are invalid, the proposed measure is 

16 considered withdrawn. 

17 lb) The legislative services division staff shall review the text for clarity, consistency, and any other 

18 factors the council staff considers when drafting proposed legislation. 

19 lei ill Wi#l-ift Except as provided in subsection ( 1 )(c)(ii), within 14 days after submission of the 

20 text, the legislative services division staff shall make to the person submitting the text written 

21 recommendations for changes in the text or a statement that no changes are recommended. 

22 (ii) If the legislature is in session or if the legislature is to be convened within 30 days of the date 

23 of the submission of the text, the legislative services division shall complete the review required in 

24 subsection (1 )(c)(il within 30 days after submission of the text. 

25 (di The person submitting the text shall consider the recommendations and respond in writing to 

26 the legislative services division, accepting, rejecting, or modifying each of the recommended changes. If 

27 no changes are recommended, no response is required. 

28 (2) The legislative services division shall furnish a copy of the correspondence provided for in 

29 subsection 11 l to the secretary of state, who shall make a copy of the correspondence available to any 

30 person upon request. 
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(3) Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, a sample sheet containing the text of the 

2 proposed measure must be submitted to the secretary of state in the form in which it will be circulated. The 

3 sample petition may not be submitted to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior to the final date for 

4 filing the signed petition with the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall refer a copy of the petition 

5 sheet to the attorney general for approval. The secretary of state and attorney general shall each review 

6 the petition for sufficiency as to form and approve or reject the form of the petition, stating the reasons 

7 for rejection, if any. The secretary of state or the attorney general may not reject the petition solely because 

8 the text contains material not submitted to the legislative services division unless the material not submitted 

9 to the legislative services division is a substantive change not suggested by the legislative services division. 

10 (4) The secretary of state shall review the comments and statements of the attorney general 

11 received pursuant to 13-27-312 and make a final decision as to the approval or rejection of the form of the 

12 petition. The secretary of state shall send written notice to the person who submitted the petition sheet 

13 of the approval or rejection within 28 days after submission of the petition sheet. If the petition is rejected, 

14 the notice must include reasons for rejection. 

15 15) A petition with technical defects in form may be approved with the condition that those defects 

16 will be corrected before the petition is circulated for signatures. 

17 (6) The secretary of state shall upon request provide the person submitting the petition with a 

18 sample petition form, including the text of the proposed measure, the statement of purpose, and the 

19 statements of implications, all as approved by the secretary of state and the attorney general. The petition 

20 may be circulated in the form of the sample prepared by the secretary of state." 

21 

22 

23 

Section 4. Section 13-27-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-301. Submission of petition sheets -- withdrawal of signatures. ( 1) Signed sheets or 

24 sections of petitions Sflall must be submitted to the official responsible for registration of electors in the 

25 county in which the signatures were obtained no sooner than 9 months and no later than 4 Z weeks before 

26 the final date for filing the petition with the secretary of state. Only original signatures may be submitted. 

27 Facsimile copies or electronic transmissions are not acceptable. 

28 12) Signatures may be withdrawn from a petition for constitutional amendment, constitutional 

29 convention, initiative, or referendum up to the time of final submission of petition sheets as provided in 

30 subsection (1 ). The secretary of state shall prescribe the form to be used by an elector desiring to ha¥e his 
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withdraw the elector's signature withdrawn from a petition." 

Section 5. Section 13-27-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 

3 

4 "13-27-303. Verification of signatures by county official -- allocating voters following 

5 reapportionment -- duplicate signatures. (1) Except as required by 13-27-104, within 4 l weeks after 

6 receiving the sheets or sections of a petition, the county official shall check the names of all signers to 

7 verify they are registered electors of the county. In addition, the official shall randomly select signatures 

8 on each sheet or section and compare them with the signatures of the electors as they appear in the 

9 registration records of the office. If all the randomly selected signatures appear to be genuine, the number 

10 of signatures of registered electors on the sheet or section may be certified to the secretary of state without 

11 further comparison of signatures. If any of the randomly selected signatures do not appear to be genuine, 

12 all signatures on that sheet or section must be compared with the signatures in the registration records of 

13 the office. 

14 (2) For the purpose of allocating the signatures of voters among the several legislative 

15 representative districts of the state as required to certify a petition for a ballot issue under the provisions 

16 of this chapter following the filing of a districting and apportionment plan under 5-1-111 and before the first 

17 gubernatorial election following the filing of the plan, the new districts must be used with the number of 

18 signatures needed for each legislative representative district being the total votes cast for governor in the 

19 last gubernatorial election divided by the number of legislative representative districts. 

20 (3) Upon discovery of fraudulent signatures or duplicate signatures of an elector on any one issue, 

21 the election administrator may submit the name of the elector or the petition circulator, or both, to the 

22 county attorney to be investigated under the provisions of 13-27-106 and 13-35-207." 

23 

24 Section 6. Section 13-27-312, MCA, is amended to read: 

25 "13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general -- preparation of statements -- fiscal note. (1) 

26 Upon receipt of a petition from the office of the secretary of state pursuant to 13-27-202, the attorney 

27 general shall examine the petition as to form and, if the proposed ballot issue has an effect on the revenues 

28 revenue, expenditures, or 'tf'le fiscal liability of the state, shall order a fiscal note incorporating an estimate 

29 of &Hefl the effect, the substance of which must substantially comply with the provisions of 5-4-205. The 

30 budget director, in cooperation with the agency or agencies affected by the petition, is responsible for 
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preparing the fiscal note and shall return it within 6 days unless the attorney general, for good cause 

2 shown, extends the time for completing the fiscal note. 

3 (2) If the petition form is approved, the attorney general shall endeavor to seek out parties on both 

4 sides of the issue and obtain their advice. The attorney general shall prepare: 

5 (a) a statement, not to exceed +00 150 words, explaining the purpose of the measure; and 

6 (bl statements, not to exceed 25 words each, explaining the implications of a vote for and a vote 

7 against the measure. 

8 (3) The attorney general shall prepare a fiscal statement of no more than 50 words if a fiscal 11ote 

9 was prepared for the proposed ballot issue, SlffiR and the statement te must be used on the petition and 

10 ballot if the measure is placed on the ballot. 

11 (4) The statement of purpose and the statements of implication must express the true and impartial 

12 explanation of the proposed ballot issue in plain, easily understood language and may not be arguments 

13 or written so as to create prejudice for or against the measure. The statement of purpose must be in the 

14 format for bill titles provided in the most recent issue of the bill drafting manual furnished by the legislative 

15 services division. 

16 15) The statement of purpose, unless altered by a court under 13-27-316, is the petition title for 

17 the measure circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is placed on the ballot. 

18 (6) The statements of implication 5flall must be placed beside the diagram provided for marking of 

19 the ballot in a manner similar to but not limited to the following example: 

20 

21 

11 

11 

FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years of age 

AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18 years of age 

22 17) If the petition is rejected as to form, the attorney general shall forward rus the rejection 

23 comments to the secretary of state within 21 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney general. If 

24 the petition is approved as to form, the attorney general shall forward the statement of purpose, the 

25 statements of implication, and the fiscal statement, if applicable, to the secretary of state within 21 days 

26 after receipt of the petition by the attorney general." 

27 

28 

29 

Section 7. Section 13-27-315, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-315. Statements by attorney general on issues referred by legislature. ( 1) Upon receipt 

30 of a copy of a ballot form under 13-27-310( 21 for a11 issue proposed by the legislature, the attorney general 
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shall order a fiscal note as provided in 13-27-31211) if the issue has an effect on the re•t'en1c1es revenue, 

2 expenditures, or #le fiscal liability of the state. At the same time the explanatory statement is prepared 

3 under subsection 12), the attorney general shall prepare a fiscal statement of no more than 50 words to be 

4 forwarded to the secretary of state at the same time as the explanatory statement. 

5 12) At the same time the attorney general, pursuant to 13-27-313, informs the secretary of state 

6 of the approval or rejection of a ballot form for an issue proposed by the legislature, the attorney general 

7 shall forward to the secretary of state a statement, not exceeding +00 1 50 words, expressing a true and 

8 impartial explanation of the purpose of the measure in plain, easily understood language. The statement 

9 may not be an argument and may not be written to create a prejudice for or against the issue. The 

10 statement prepared under this section is known as the attorney general's explanatory statement. 

11 13) If statements of the implication of a vote for or against a ballot issue have not been provided 

12 by the legislature, the attorney general shall prepare the statements. Requirements for statements of 

13 implication for ballot issues referred by the legislature are the same as those provided in 13-27-312 for 

14 other ballot issues. Statements of implication prepared by the attorney general must be returned to the 

15 secretary of state no later than the time specified for approval of the ballot form." 

16 

17 

18 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 340 

SB0340.02 
APPROVED BY CCM ON 
STATE ADMINISTRATION 

2 

3 

INTRODUCED BY GROSFIELD, GRIMES, BENEDICT, FOSTER, GRADY 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING BALLOT 

5 ISSUES; l~JCREASl~JG THE TIME FOR ELECTION OFFIGI.O.LS TO PROCESS BALLOT Mfi/\SURleS; 

6 PROHIBITING PETITIONS FROM CONTAINING EXTRANEOUS MATERIAL; REQUIRING THE SIGNATURES 

7 OF 50 QUALIFIED ELECTORS IN ORDER TO SUBMIT A PETITION FOR REVIEW; PROVIDING FOR AN 

8 EXTENDED PERIOD OF REVIEW DURING CERTAIN TIMES; PROHIBITING FACSIMILE SIGNATURES ON 

9 PETITIONS; REQUIRl~IG THE TITLE OF BALLOT MEASURES TO CO~IFORM TO STANDARDS FOR BILLS; 

10 INCREASING THE PEQ~.~ISSIBLE LENGTH OF STATEMENTS OF PURPOSE; AMENDING SECTIONS 5-4-102, 

11 13-27-201, 13-27-202, 13-27-301, 1 a 27 aoa, 13-27-312, AND 13-27-315, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

12 IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

13 

14 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

15 

16 Section 1. Section 5-4-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

17 "5-4-102. Limitation on title of referred legislation. All bills referred by the legislature to a vote of 

18 the people Sffil!+ must have a title of no more than +QQ 150 words." 

19 

20 Section 2. Section 13-27-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "13-27-201. Forrr of petition generally. I 1) A petition for the initiative, the referendum, or to call 

22 a constitutional conv<.lntion must be substantially in the form provided by this chapter. Clerical or technical 

23 errors that do not interfere with the ability to judge the sufficiency of signatures on the petition do not 

24 render a petition void. 

25 (2) Petition sheets may not exceed 8 1 /2 x 14 inches in size. Separate sheets of a petition may 

26 be fastened in sections of not more than 25 sheets. Near the top of each sheet containing signature lines 

27 must be printed the title of the statute or constitutional amendment proposed or the measure to be referred 

28 or a statement that the petition is for the purpose of calling a constitutional convention. If signature lines 

29 are printed on both the front and back of a petition sheet, the information required aeeve in this subsection 

30 must appear on both the front and back of the sheet. T-J:\e Only a number assigned pursuant to 13-27-203, 
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the title, and the complete text of the measure proposed or referred fffilst may be attached to or contained 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

within each signature sheet if sheets are circulated separately. The petition or signature sheets may not 

contain material other than the material required in this seetioA CHAPTER. The title aAd the text of the 

measure must be in the bill form provided in the most recent issue of the bill drafting manual furnished by 

the legislative services division. If sheets are circulated in sections, the complete text of the measure must 

be attached to each section." 

8 Section 3. Section 13-27-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "13-27-202. Recommendations -- approval of form required. ( 1) Before submission o: : "ample 

1 O sheet to the secretary of state pursuant to subsection (3), the following requirements must be fulfilled: 

11 (a) The text of the proposed measure, along with the signatures cf AT LEAST 2C' d'~ferent 

12 registered voters, must be submitted to the legislative serviees division fer reviow ~""'0t~r" of ~tate The 

13 signatures may be randomly checked by the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall submit a 

14 petition complying with this subsection (1 )(a) to the legislative services division for review. If at aA'( time 

15 the secretary of state determines that FEWER THAN 50 OF the signatures submitted with a proposed 

16 measure are iA•,alid WERE VALID AT THE TIME THEY WERE MADE, the proposed measure is considered 

17 withdrawn. THE VALIDITY OF SIGNATURES SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION (1 )(Al MAY 

1 B NOT BE INVALIDATED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR CHALLENGED AS TO THEIR VALIDITY BY 

19 ANOTHER PERSON AFTER THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS SENT NOTICE OF THE APPROVAL OR 

20 REJECTION OF THE PETITION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTION (4). 

21 (b) The legislative services division staff shall review the text for clarity, consistency, and any other 

22 factors the council staff considers when drafting proposed legislation. 

23 (c) ill Wiffiif½ Except as provided in subsection ( 1 )(c)(ii). within 14 days after submission of the 

24 text, the legislative services division staff shall make to the person submitting the text written 

25 recommendations for changes in the text or a statement that no changes are recommended. 

26 (ii) If the legislature is in session or if the legislature is to be convened within 30 days of the date 

27 of the submission of the text, the legislative services division shall complete the review required in 

28 subsection ( 1) (c)(i) within 30 days after submission of the text. 

29 (d) The person submitting the text shall consider the recommendations and respond in writing to 

30 the legislative services division, accepting, reJecting, or modifying each of the recommended changes. If 
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no changes are recommended, no response is required. 

2 (2) The legislative services division shall furnish a copy of the correspondence provided for in 

3 subsection ( 1) to the secretary of state, who shall make a copy of the correspondence available to any 

4 person upon request. 

5 (3) Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, a sample sheet containing the text of the 

6 proposed measure mr 1st be submitted to the secretary of state in the form in which it will be circulated. The 

7 sample petition may not be submitted to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior to the final date for 

8 filing the signed petition with the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall refer a copy of the petition 

9 sheet to the attorney general for approval. The secretary of state and attorney general shall each review 

10 the petition for sufficiency as to form and approve or reject the form of the petition, stating the reasons 

11 for rejection, if any. The secretary of state or the attorney general may not reject the petition solely because 

1 2 the text contains material not submitted to the legislative services division unless the material not submitted 

13 to the legislative services division is a substantive change not suggested by the legislative services division. 

14 (4) The secretary of state shall review the comments and statements of the attorney general 

15 received pursuant to 13-27-312 and make a final decision as to the approval or rejection of the form of the 

16 petition. The secretary of state shall send written notice to the person who submitted the petition sheet 

17 of the approval or rejection within 28 days after submission of the petition sheet. If the petition is rejected, 

18 the notice must include reasons for rejection. 

19 (5) A petition with technical defects in form may be approved with the condition that those defects 

20 will be corrected before the petition is circulated for signatures. 

21 (6) The secretary of state shall upon request provide the person submitting the petition with a 

22 sample petition form, including the text of the proposed measure, the statement of purpose, and the 

23 statements of implications, all as approved by the secretary of state and the attorney general. The petition 

24 may be circulated in the form of the sample prepared by the secretary of state." 

Section 4. Section 13-27-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

25 

26 

27 "13-27-301. Submission of petition sheets -- withdrawal of signatures. ( 1) Signed sheets or 

28 sections of petitions ~ must be submitted to the official responsible for registration of electors in the 

29 county in which the signatures were obtained no sooner than 9 months and no later than 4--:l: ± weeks 

30 before the final date for filing the petition with the secretary of state. Only original signatures may be 
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submitted. Facsimile copies or electronic transmissions are not acceptable. 

L (LI Sigr·,at•_•,es rri, i bt ,,it~jr;'",·n _,,n a petition for corn,titutional amendment, constitutional 

3 convention, initiative, or referendum up to the time of final submission of petition sheets as provided in 

4 subsection ( 1 I. The secretary of state shall prescribe the form to be used by an elector desiring to l'lave his 

5 withdraw the elector's signature withdrew-fl from a petition." 

6 

7 

8 

SestieA Ii. Seetion 13 27 303, MCA, is amended to read: 

.::.".:i-1-d3:-;2.!-7+-..3S40,J;36-• .---'>Jl'ee'flFilllfi1Eetaa>lltiiee>AA-6:>lf~s*iga-AAifatHllffFl8e&s-f:e ... y'-<Gfli8aHUctlA'l-1tf'1'('-t831fftfH:iGIHia!lll--,a~fAl!E>Wt~ 

9 Fcaf)f)GFtieAFRCAt llllplieate si11Aat1Jres. ( 1) ~><eept as reqe1ired 13y 13 27 104, within 4 Z 1,,"qk"~ 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

reeeivin!J the sheets or seetions of a petition, the eoe1nty offieial shall eheek the names of all si§ners to 

11erify they are re§istered eleetors of the eounty. In addition, the offioial shall r3ndomly sol"~-•-~=:-~•,.•-~ 

on oaoh sheet er soetion and eompare them with the si§natures of the elertnrs ,~ thpy aroc,ar ir the 

re§istration reeords of the offiee. If all the randoml1· seleetod si§natures appear to 130 §onuine, the num13er 

of signate1res of registoreEI eleetors en the sheet or seetien ma•( 130 eortifieEI to the seeretary of state ','lithout 

further eomparison of si§natures. If any of the randoml1· seleeted si§natures do not appear to 13e §enuine, 

all si§natures on that sheet or seetion must 13e eompared with the si§natures in the re§istration reeords of 

the effiee. 

12) For the purpose of allooatin§ the si§Aatures of voters amen§ the several le!JislatiYe 

rel')resentati>;e disHiets of the state as rei:iuired to eertif'J' a petitioA for a 13allot issue under tAe proYisiens 

of this ehapter fellewin§ the filing ef a llistrieting ans ap130rtienment 13lan unser Ii 1 111 ans 13efore the first 

!JUl3ernaterial eleetion follewin§ the filin§ of the plan, the new distri&ts must se uses with the numl3er of 

signatures noeses fer eaeh legislati11e re13resentative Elistriet 13ein§ tAe total votes east for go•,·erner in the 

last !JUl3ernatorial eleetion EliYided 13·r the nurnser of le§!islatiYe representatiYe sistriets, 

(3l U13on Elisee,;ep,• of fraudulent si§natu,es a, Elu13lieate signatures of an eleetoF on anv one issue, 

the eleetien asministrator may sul3mit the name of the eleeter er the 13etitien eireulater, er 130th, ta the 

eounty atterney ta be in•,cestigates unser the pre•,•isiens of 13 27 1 0e ans 1 a ae 207." 

28 Section 5. Section 13-27-312, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general -- preparation of statements -- fiscal note. ( 1) 

30 Upon receipt of a petition from the office of the secretary of state pursuant to 13-27-202, the attorney 
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general shall examine the petition as to form and, if the proposed ballot issue has an effect on the revenues 

2 revenue, expenditures, or ffie fiscal liability of the state, shall order a fiscal note incorporating an estimate 

3 of &l,l6R the effect, the substance of which must substantially comply with the provisions of 5-4-205. The 

4 budget director, in cooperation with the agency or agencies affected by the petition, is responsible for 

5 p°reparing the fiscal note and shall return it within 6 days unless the attorney general, for good cause 

6 shown, extends the time for completing the fiscal note. 

7 (2) If the petition form is approved, the attorney general shall endeavor to seek out parties on both 

8 sides of the issue and obtain their advice. The attorney general shall prepare: 

9 (a) a statement, not to exceed +00 150 words, explaining the purpose of the measure; and 

1 O (b) statements, not to exceed 25 words each, explaining the implications of a vote for and a vote 

11 against the measure. 

1 2 (3) The attorney general shall prepare a fiscal statement of no more than 50 words if a fiscal note 

13 was prepared for the proposed ballot issue, &l,l6R and the statement te must be used on the petition and 

14 ballot if the measure is placed on the ballot. 

15 (4) The statement of purpose and the statements of implication must express the true and impartial 

16 explanation of the proposed ballot issue in plain, easily understood language and may not be arguments 

17 or written so as to create prejudice for or against the measure. Tho stateFRent of purpose FRust so in the 

18 feFR=1at for sill Mies provided in tl'le Alest reoent issue ef the bill draftiA!!J Alanual furnisl'led ey the legislative 

19 servises di 1,rision. 

20 (5) The statement of purpose, unless altered by a court under 1 3-27-316, is the petition title for 

21 the measure circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is placed on the ballot. 

22 (6) The statements of implication sflall must be placed beside the diagram provided for marking of 

23 the ballot in a manner similar to but not limited to the following example: 

24 

25 

[] 

[) 

FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years of age 

AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18 years of age 

26 (7) If the petition is rejected as to form, the attorney general shall forward His the rejection 

27 comments to the secretary of state within 21 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney general. If 

28 the petition is approved 'IS to form, the attorney general shall forward the statement of purpose, the 

29 statements of implication, and the fiscal statement, if applicable, to the secretary of state within 21 days 

30 after receipt of the petition by the attorney general." 
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Section 6. Section 13-27-315, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 "13-27-315. Statements by attorney general"" issues referred by legislature. (1) Upon receipt 

3 of a copy of a ballot form under·13-27-310(2) for an issue proposed by the legislature, the attorney general 

4 shall order a fiscal note as provided in 13-27-312(1) if the issue has an effect on the reveAuos revenue, 

5 expenditures, or #le fiscal liability of the state. At the same time the explanatory statement is prepared 

6 under subsection (2), the attorney general shall prepare a fiscal statement of no more than 50 words to be 

7 forwarded to the secretary of state at the same time as the explanatory statement. 

8 (2) At the same time the attorney general, pursuant to 13-27-313, informs the secretarv r.f state 

9 

10 

of the approval or rejection of a ballot form for an issue proposed by the legislature, the ,,:t,:,: 

shall forward to the secretary of state a statement, not exceeding +00 150 words, exp: ::s3ing . 

1, ,ral 

. ar:d 

11 impartial explanation of the purpose of the measure in plain, easily understood language. The statement 

12 may not be an argument and may not be written to create a prejudice for or against the issue. lhe 

13 statement prepared under this section is known as the attorney general's explana,.,, y ~,atemen,. 

14 (3) If statements of the implication of a vote for or against a ballot issue have not been provided 

1 5 by the legislature, the attorney general shall prepare the statements. Requirements for statements of 

16 implication for ballot issues referred by the legislature are the same as those provided in 13-27-312 for 

17 other ballot issues. Statements of implication prepared by the attorney general must be returned to the 

18 secretary of state no later than the time specified for approval of the ballot form." 

19 

20 

21 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Effective date. [This act) is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 340 

2 INTRODUCED BY GROSFIELD, GRIMES, BENEDICT, FOSTER, GRADY 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING BALLOT 

5 ISSUES; INCReASl~JG Tl-le TIP.Ile FOF1 eLeGTIO~J OFFICIALS TO PROGeSS BALLOT Me,D,SUReS; 

6 PROHIBITING PETITIONS FROM CONTAINING EXTRANEOUS MATERIAL; REQUIRING THE SIGNATURES 

7 OF 50 QUALIFIED ELECTORS IN ORDER TO SUBMIT A PETITION .FOR REVIEW; PROVIDING FOR AN 

8 EXTENDED PERIOD OF REVIEW DURING CERTAIN TIMES; PROHIBITING FACSIMILE SIGNATURES ON 

9 PETITIONS; ReQUIRl~IG Tl-IE TITLE OF BALLOT MeASURES TO cm1FORM TO STA~JD/\RDS FOR BILLS; 

10 INCREASING THE PERMISSIBLE LENGTH OF STATEMENTS OF PURPOSE; AMENDING SECTIONS 5-4-102, 

11 13-27-201, 13-27-202, 13-27-301, 1 a 27 aoa, 13-27-312, AND 13-27-315, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

12 IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

13 

14 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

"legislative 
··1 Sen,ices 

...,_ Division ·-

'J'BEBE ARE NO CHANGES IN TRIS BllL AND IT Will NOT BE 
REPRINTED. PLEASE REFER TO SECOND READING COPY 
(YEI.LOW) FOR COMPLETE TEXT. 
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SENATE BILL NO. 340 

AP?ROVED BY 2:M :N 
S':'ATE ALM,NI:3-:"R.ZI;,= ~N 

2 

3 

INTRODUCED BY GROSFIELD, GRIMES, BENEDICT, FOSTER, GRADY 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING BALLOT 

5 ISSUES; l~JCReASl~JG THe TIM!. FOR eLeCTIO~I OFFICII\LS TO ?ROCESS B"'-LOT Me"SUReS; 

6 PROHIBITING PETITIONS FROM CONTAINING EXTRANEOUS MATERIAL; REQUIRING THE SIGNATURES 

7 OF 50 QUALIFIED ELECTORS IN ORDER TO SUBMIT A PETITION FOR REVIEW; PROVIDING FOR AN 

8 EXTENDED PERIOD OF REVIEW DURING CERTAIN TIMES; PROHIBITING FACSIMILE SIGNATURES ON 

9 PETITIONS; ReQUIRING THe TITLe OF B,A.LLOT MeASUReS TO CO~IFORM TO ST/\~ID.O.ROS FOR BILLS; 

10 INCREASING THE PERMISSIBLE LENGTH OF STATEMENTS OF PURPOSE; AMENDING SECTIONS 5-4-102, 

11 13-27-201, 13-27-202, 13-27-301, 13 27 303, 13-27-312, AND 13-27-315, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

12 IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

13 

14 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

15 

16 Section 1. Section 5-4-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

17 "5-4-102. Limitation on title of referred legislation. All bills referred by the legislature to a vote of 

18 the people &Rall must have a title of no more than 400 150 words." 

19 

20 Section 2. Section 13-27-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "13-27-201. Form of petition generally. (1) A petition for the initiative, the referendum, or to call 

22 a constitutional convention must be substantially in the form provided by this chapter. Clerical or technical 

23 errors that do not interfere with the ability to judge the sufficiency of signatures on the petition do not 

24 render a petition void. 

25 (2) Petition sheets may not exceed 8 1 /2 x 14 inches in size. Separate sheets of a petition may 

26 be fastened in sections of not more than 25 sheets. Near the top of each sheet containing signature lines 

27 must be printed the title of the statute or constitutional amendment proposed or the measure to be referred 

28 or a statement that the petition is for the purpose of calling a constitutional convention. If signature lines 

29 are printed on both the front and back of a petition sheet, the information required aeEWe in this subsection 

30 must appear on both the front and back of the sheet. +M Only a number assigned pursuant to 13-27-203, 

rLegislative 
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the title, ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTIONS AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE, and the complete text of the 

2 measure proposed or referred ffitl6t may be attached to or contained within each signature sheet if sheets 

3 are circulated separately. The petition or signature sheets may not contain material other than the material 

4 required in this sestieA CHAPTER. The title JAB the text of the measure must be in the bill form provided 

5 in the most recent issue of the bill drafting manual furnished by the legislative services division. If sheets 

6 are circulated in sections, the complete text of the measure must be attached to each section." 

7 

B Section 3. Section 13-27-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "13-27-202. Recommendations -- approval of form required. ( 1 l Before submission of a sample 

1 O sheet to the secretary of state pursuant to subsection (3), the following requirements must be fulfilled: 

11 (a) The text of the proposed measure, along with the signatures of AT LEAST 50 different 

12 registered voters, must be submitted to the le§islative servises EliuisieA fer re~1iew secretary of state. The 

13 signatures may be randomly checked by the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall submit a 

14 petition complying with this subsection ( 1 )(a) to the legislative services division for review. If at aAy tiA10 

15 the secretary of state determines that FEWER THAN 50 OF the signatures submitted with a proposed 

16 measure are iAYaliEl WERE VALID AT THE TIME THEY WERE MADE, the proposed measure is considered 

17 withdrawn. THE VALIDITY OF SIGNATURES SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION ( 1 )(A) MAY 

18 NOT BE INVALIDATED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR CHALLENGED AS TO THEIR VALIDITY BY 

19 ANOTHER PERSON AFTER THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS SENT NOTICE OF THE APPROVAL OR 

20 REJECTION OF THE PETITION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTION (4). 

21 ( bl The legislative services division staff shall review the text for clarity, consistency, and any other 

22 factors the council staff considers when drafting proposed legislation. 

23 (c) ill WWlffi Except as provided in subsection (1)(cHiil, within 14 days after submission of the 

24 text, the legislative services division staff shall make to the person submitting the text written 

25 recommendations for changes in the text or a statement that no changes are recommended. 

26 (ii) If the legislature is in session or if the legislature is to be convened within 30 days of the date 

27 of the submission of the text, the legislative services division shall complete the review required in 

28 subsection (1 )(c)(i) within 30 days after submission of the text. 

29 (d) The person submitting the text shall consider the recommendations and respond in writing to 

30 the legislative services division, accepting, rejecting, or modifying each of the recommended changes. If 
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no changes are recommended, no response is required. 

2 (2) The legislative services division shall furnish a copy of the correspondence provided for in 

3 subsection 11) to the secretary of state, who shall make a copy of the correspondence available to any 

4 person upon request. 

5 (3) Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, a sample sheet containing the text of the 

6 proposed measure must be submitted to the secretary of state in the form in which it will be circulated. The 

7 sample petition may not be submitted to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior to the final date for 

8 filing the signed petition with the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall refer a copy of the petition 

9 sheet to the attorney general for approval. The secretary of state and attorney general shall each review 

10 the petition for sufficiency as to form and approve or reject the form of the petition, stating the reasons 

11 for rejection, if any. The secretary of state or the attorney general may not reject the petition solely because 

12 the text contains material not submitted to the legislative services division unless the material not submitted 

13 to the legislative services division is a substantive change not suggested by the legislative services division. 

14 (4) The secretary of state shall review the comments and statements of the attorney general 

15 received pursuant to 13-27-312 and make a final decision as to the approval or rejection of the form of the 

16 petition. The secretary of state shall send written notice to the person who submitted the petition sheet 

17 of the approval or rejection within 28 days after submission of the petition sheet. If the petition is rejected, 

18 the notice must include reasons for rejection. 

19 (5) A petition with technical defects in form may be approved with the condition that those defects 

20 will be corrected before the petition is circulated for signatures. 

21 (6) The secretary of state shall upon request provide the person submitting the petition with a 

22 · sample petition form, including the text of the proposed measure, the statement of purpose, and the 

23 statements of implications, all as approved by the secretary of state and the attorney general. The petition 

24 may be circulated in the form of the sample prepared by the secretary of state." 

Section 4. Section 13-27-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

25 

26 

27 "13-27-301. Submission of petition sheets -- withdrawal of signatures. ( 1) Signed sheets or 

28 sections of petitions &l:lall must be submitted to the official responsible for registration of electors in the 

29 county in which the signatures were obtained no sooner than 9 months and no later than 4-:t 1 weeks 

30 before the final date for filing the petition with the secretary of state. Only original signatures may be 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

submitted. Facsimile copies or electronic transmissions are not acceptable. 

(2) Signatures may be withdrawn from a petition for constitutional amendment, constitutional 

convention, initiative, or referendum up to the time of final submission of petition sheets as provided in 

subsection ( 1 l. The secretary of state shall prescribe the form to be used by an elector desiring to ha¥o his 

withdraw the elector's signature withdrawn from a petition." 

&eotioR Ii, l.ootion 1 a 27 aGa, MCA, is amondod to road: 

"13 37 303' VeFifioatiOR of eigRatllF86 by 6011Rty offisial allosating voteFe followiRg 

Feappertienment 1lla1plisate eigRat11FOs. ( 1) e>rnopt as FOE1t1irod by 1 J 27 1 G4, within 4 7 wool~s after 

1 O roooi¥ing tho shoots or sostions of a petition, tho sot1nty offisial shall shook tho names of all signors to 

11 Yerify they aro rogistorod olootors of tho oount~'- In addition, tho offisial shall randomly solost signat<Jros 

12 on oash shoot or sostian and somparo thorn with tho Si!1Aatt1ros of tho olaotors as they appear in tho 

13 registration resords sf the affioo. If all the randomly soleotod si!1Aatt1ree appear to be genuine, tho nwnbor 

14 of signatures of rogistorod olostors on tho shoot or sostion ma•( bo sortifiod to tho sosrotary of state without 

15 further eeFAparisoR et sigRat1:1ros. If aR',' of tho raR8oR-ll~, solootecl sigRat1::1res Se Rot appear to 13:o €JOAt:JiRa, 

16 all signatt1ros on that shoot or sostion mt1st bo somparod with tho signatures in tho registration rosords of 

17 tho offiso. 

18 (2) J;or tho 13urposo of allosating tho signatures of Yotors among tho so•,oral logislati,10 

19 roprosontati,10 distrists of tho state as FOEtUirod to sortify a petition for a ballot issuo undor the pro¥isions 

20 of tl:lis sl:lapter following tl:le filing of a disHistin!I and apportionFAont plan under e 1 111 and boforo tl:lo first 

21 !lt1bornatorial elostion followin!I tho filing of tho 13lan, tho now disHiots must bo used with tho number of 

22 signaturos noodod for oash logislati>,o roprosontati>,o distrist being tho total ¥otos sast for go•,orRor iR tho 

23 last gubernatorial olootion di 11idod by tho AUFAbor of IB!lislativo roprosontati>,o 61istrists. 

24 (a) Upon disso 110ry of fraudulent si!IAaturos or dt113lisat0 sigRatt1ros of an olostor on any one issue, 

25 tho olostioR administrator may submit tho namo of tho olootor or tho 13otition sirsulator, or both, to tho 

26 sot1nty attorney to bo invostigatod under tho 13ro11isions of 1 J 27 1 Ge and 1 J 3e 2G7." 

27 

28 Section 5. Section 13-27-312, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general -- preparation of statements -- fiscal note. (1 l 

30 Upon receipt of a petition from the office of the secretary of state pursuant to 13-27-202, the attorney 

L isl!ffive 
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general shall examine the petition as to form and, if the proposed ballot issue has an effect on the re¥enues 

2 revenue, expenditures, or #le fiscal liability of the state, shall order a fiscal note incorporating an estimate 

3 of~ the effect, the substance of which must substantially comply with the provisions of 5-4-205. The 

4 budget director, in cooperation with the agency or agencies affected by the petition, is responsible for 

5 preparing the fiscal note and shall return it within 6 days unless the attorney general, for good cause 

6 shown, extends the time for completing the fiscal note. 

7 (2) If the petition form is approved, the attorney general shall endeavor to seek out parties on both 

8 sides of the issue and obtain their advice. The attorney general shall prepare: 

9 (al a statement, not to exceed +00 1 50 words, explaining the purpose of the measure; and 

10 (bl statements, not to exceed 25 words each, explaining the implications of a vote for and a vote 

11 against the measure. 

12 (3) The attorney general shall prepare a fiscal statement of no more than 50 words if a fiscal note 

13 was prepared for the proposed ballot issue, ~ and the statement te must be used on the petition and 

14 ballot if the measure is placed on the ballot. 

1 5 (4) The statement of purpose and the statements of implication must express the true and impartial 

16 explanation of the proposed ballot issue in plain, easily understood language and may not be arguments 

17 or written so as to create prejudice for or against the measure. Tl=le statement of 13urposo m1,st so in tl=lo 

18 format for sill titlos 13rovia0El in tl=lo most rosont issue of tl=lo sill Elraftin§ man1,al furnisl=laa ey tl=la lo§islativo 

19 sorvisas Elivision. 

20 (5) The statement of purpose, unless altered by a court under 13-27-316, is the petition title for 

21 the measure circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is placed on the ballot. 

22 (6) The statements of implication &l.aU must be placed beside the diagram provided for marking of 

23 the ballot in a manner similar to but not limited to the following example: 

24 

25 

[] 

[] 

FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years of age 

AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18 years of age 

26 (7) If the petition is rejected as to form, the attorney general shall forward Ai& the reiection 

27 comments to the secretary of state within 21 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney general. If 

28 the petition is approved as to form, the attorney general shall forward the statement of purpose, the 

29 statements of implication, and the fiscal statement, if applicable, to the secretary of state within 21 days 

30 after receipt of the petition by the attorney general." 

C Legis~atlve 
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1 

2 

Section 6. Section 13-27-315, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-315. Statements by attorney general on issues referred by legislature. (1) Upon receipt 

3 of a copy of a ballot form under 13-27-310(2) for an issue proposed by the legislature, the attorney general 

4 shall order a fiscal note as provided in 13-27-31211) if the issue has an effect on the ro"oRues revenue, 

5 expenditures, or tJcie fiscal liability of the state. At the same time the explanatory statement is prepared 

6 under subsection (2), the attorney general shall prepare a fiscal statement of no more than 50 words to be 

7 forwarded to the secretary of state at the same time as the explanatory statement. 

8 (2) At the same time the attorney general, pursuant to 13-27-313, informs the secretary of state 

9 of the approval or rejection of a ballot form for an issue proposed by the legislature, the attorney general 

1 O shall forward to the secretary of state a statement, not exceeding -1-GO 150 words, expressing a true and 

11 impartial explanation of the purpose of the measure in plain, easily understood language. The statement 

12 may not be an argument and may not be written to create a prejudice for or against the issue. The 

13 statement prepared under this section is known as the attorney general's explanatory statement. 

14 (3) If statements of the implication of a vote for or against a ballot issue have not been provided 

15 by the legislature, the attorney general shall prepare the statements. Requirements for statements of 

16 implication for ballot issues referred by the legislature are the same as those provided in 13-27-312 for 

17 other ballot issues. Statements of implication prepared by the attorney general must be returned to the 

18 secretary of state no later than the time specified for approval of the ballot form." 

19 

20 

21 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Effective date. [This act I is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 340 

2 

3 

INTRODUCED BY GROSFIELD, GRIMES, BENEDICT, FOSTER, GRADY 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING BALLOT 

5 ISSUES; l~JCRE,t\Sl~lG Tl-IE TIME FOR ELEGTIO~l OFFIGIJ\LS TO PROCESS BALLOT MEASURES; 

6 PROHIBITING PETITIONS FROM CONTAINING EXTRANEOUS MATERIAL; REQUIRING THE SIGNATURES 

7 OF 50 QUALIFIED ELECTORS IN ORDER TO SUBMIT A PETITION FOR REVIEW; PROVIDING FOR AN 

8 EXTENDED PERIOD OF REVIEW DURING CERTAIN TIMES; PROHIBITING FACSIMILE SIGNATURES ON 

9 PETITIONS; RI.QUIRIMG Tl-jE TITLE OF BALLOT Mel' SURES TO CO~lFORM TO aTAND,/\,WS FOR BILLS; 

10 INCREASING THE PERMISSIBLE LENGTH OF STATEMENTS OF PURPOSE; AMENDING SECTIONS 5-4-102, 

11 13-27-201, 13-27-202, 13-27-301, 13 :!7 3Q3, 13-27-312, AND 13-27-315, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

12 IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

13 

14 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

15 

16 Section 1. Section 5-4-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

17 "5-4-102. Limitation on title of referred legislation. All bills referred by the legislature to a vote of 

18 the people ~ must have a title of no more than +QQ 150 words." 

19 

20 Section 2. Section 13-27-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "13-27-201. Form of petition generally. ( 1) A petition for the initiative, the referendum, or to call 

22 a constitutional convention must be substantially in the form provided by this chapter. Clerical or technical 

23 errors that do not interfere with the ability to judge the sufficiency of signatures on the petition do not 

24 render a petition void. 

25 (2) Petition sheets may not exceed 8 1 /2 x 14 inches in size. Separate sheets of a petition may 

26 be fastened in sections of not more than 25 sheets. Near the top of each sheet containing signature lines 

27 must be printed the title of the statute or constitutional amendment proposed or the measure to be referred 

28 or a statement that the petition is for the purpose of calling a constitutional convention. If signature lines 

29 are printed on both the front and back of a petition sheet, the information required aeeve in this subsection 

30 must appear on both the front and back of the sheet. +l=\e Only a number assigned pursuant to 13-27-203, 
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"rServlcu 
,.!!Jv;sion 

- 1 - SB 340 
REFERENCE BILL 

AS AMENDED 



55th Legislature SB0340.03 

the title, ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTIONS AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE, and the complete text of the 

2 measure proposed or referred ~ may be attached to or contained within each signature sheet if sheets 

3 are circulated separately. The petition or signature sheets may not contain material other than the material 

4 required in this sestion CHAPTER. The title and the text of the measure must be in the bill form provided 

5 in the most recent issue of the bill drafting manual furnished by the legislative services division. If sheets 

6 are circulated in sections, the complete text of the measure must be attached to each section." 

7 

8 Section 3. Section 13-27-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

g "13-27-202. Recommendations -- approval of form required. ( 1) Before submission of a sample 

10 sheet to the secretary of state pursuant to subsection (3), the following requirements must be fulfilled: 

11 (a) The text of the proposed measure, along with the signatures of AT LEAST 50 different 

12 registered voters, must be submitted to the le§islatiYe ser>·ises diYision for reyiew secretary of state. The 

13 signatures may be randomly checked by the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall submit a 

14 petition complying with this subsection (1 )(a) to the legislative services division for review. If at an',' tiFRe 

1 5 the secretary of state determines that FEWER THAN 50 OF the signatures submitted with a proposed 

16 measure are inYalid WERE VALID AT THE TIME THEY WERE MADE, the proposed measure is considered 

17 withdrawn. THE VALIDITY OF SIGNATURES SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION ( 1 )(A) MAY 

18 NOT BE INVALIDATED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR CHALLENGED AS TO THEIR VALIDITY BY 

19 ANOTHER PERSON AFTER THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS SENT NOTICE OF THE APPROVAL OR 

20 REJECTION OF THE PETITION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTION (4). 

21 (bl The legislative services division staff shall review the text for clarity, consistency, and any other 

22 factors the council staff considers when drafting proposed legislation. 

23 (c) ill ~ Except as provided in subsection I 1 )(c)(ii), within 14 days after submission of the 

24 text, the legislative services division staff shall make to the person submitting the text written 

25 recommendations for changes in the text or a statement that no changes are recommended. 

26 (ii) If the legislature is in session or if the legislature is to be convened within 30 days of the date 

27 of the submission of the text, the legislative services division shall complete the review required in 

28 subsection !1 )(c)(i) within 30 days after submission of the text. 

29 Id) The person submitting the text shall consider the recommendations and respond in writing to 

30 the legislative services division, accepting, rejecting, or modifying each of the recommended changes. If 

~ Leglslali•~ 
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no changes are recommended, no response is required. 

2 (21 The legislative services division shall furnish a copy of the correspondence provided for in 

3 subsection ( 1 l to the secretary of state, who shall make a copy of the correspondence available to any 

4 person upon request. 

5 (3) Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, a sample sheet containing the text ot the 

6 proposed measure must be submitted to the secretary of state in the form in which it will be circulated. The 

7 sample petition may not be submitted to the secretary of state more than 1 year orior to the final date for 

8 filing the signed petition with the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall refer a copy of the petition 

9 sheet to the attorney general for approval. The secretary of state and attorney general shall each review 

10 the petition for sufficiency as to form and approve or reject the form of the petition, stating the reasons 

11 for rejection, if any. The secretary of state or the attorney general may not reject the petition solely because 

12 the text contains material not submitted to the legislative services division unless the material not submitted 

13 to the legislative services division is a substantive change not suggested by the legislative services division. 

14 (41 The secretary of state shall review the comments and statements of the attorney general 

15 received pursuant to 13-27-312 and make a final decision as to the approval or rejection of the form of the 

16 petition. The secretary of state shall send written notice to the person v. ho submitted the petition sheet 

17 of the approval or rejection within 28 days after submission of the petition sheet. If the petition is rejected, 

18 the notice must include reasons for rejection. 

19 (5) A petition with technical defects in form may be approved with the condition that those defects 

20 will be corrected before the petition is circulated for signatures. 

21 16) The secretary of state shall upon request provide the person submitting the petition with a 

22 · sample petition form, including the text of the proposed measure, the statement of purpose, and the 

23 statements of implications, all as approved by the secretary of state and the attorney general. The petition 

24 may be circulated in the form of the sample prepared by the secretary of state." 

25 

26 

27 

Section 4. Section 13-27-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-301. Submission of petition sheets -- withdrawal of signatures. (1) Signed sheets or 

28 sections of petitions ~ must be submitted to the official responsible for registration of electors in the 

29 county in which the signatures were obtained no sooner than 9 months and no later than ~ 1 weeks 

30 before the final date for filing the petition with the secretary of state. Only original signatures may be 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

submitted. Facsimile copies or electronic transmissions are not acceptable. 

(2) Signatures may be withdrawn from a petition for constitutional amendment, constitutional 

convention, initiative, or referendum up to the time of final submission of petition sheets as provided in 

subsection ( 1). The secretary of state shall prescribe the form to be used by an elector desiring to ha"B his 

withdraw the elector's signature withdrawn from a petition." 

Sestien 6. i.ootion 13 27 303, MCA, is amended to road: 

"13 :n 303. Verifisation of signatYres b't' soYnty offisial allesating •:eters following 

9 reappertienment dYplisate signatures. {l l eJ<soi;it as ro1;1uiroel sy 13 27 104, "'ithin 4 7 wool<.s after 

1 O reseiving tho sheets er sestions ef a 13etitien, the oeunty effisial shall shook tho nan:tos ef all signers te 

11 1101ify tho>,1 are registered olosters ef the oeunty. In adeition, tho oHisial shall raneeml11 seleot signaturas 

12 on sash sheet er seotion and oem13are thon:t with the signatures of the elestors as thB1f a1313ear in the 

13 registratien roserels of the oHioe. If all the raneeml11 selesteel signatures a1313ear ta be genuine, the number 

14 ef signatures of registered elestors on tho sheet or sestien may se sertified to tho sosretary sf state witheut 

15 further oerni;iarisen et signatures. If an1· ef the randernl•,· selooteel si9natures ele net a1311oar te so 9onuino, 

16 all signatures on that sheet er seotion must se sem13ar0d with the si9natures in the registratien reoerEls of 

17 the offioo. 

18 (2) i;or the 13ur13ose ef allesatin9 the signatures of •;eters amon9 tho so•,coral legislative 

19 re13r0sonMtivo distrists of tho state as required to oortify a petition fer a sallot issue uneer the pre.,isions 

20 of this shapter fellowin9 the filing of a eistristing ans apportienmont plan uneor 6 1 111 ane before tho first 

21 gubernatorial elostion following the filing ef the plan, the new elistriots must se usee with tho numser of 

22 signatures neeeed fer sash lo9islati1,o re13reseRtati 1rn Elistriot soing tho tetal •,ates east fer gevorner in the 

23 last 9usernaterial eleotien Elivieloe b',' the numser af le9islative re13roseRtativ0 eistrists, 

24 (J) IJ13en Elisse"BF'( ef fra1a1el1,1l0Rt sigRat1a1res or elupl'1sato signat1,Jros ef an elooter eR an',' eno issue, 

25 tho oleotien aelrninistrater mav sutimit tho Rama sf tho elester er the 13etitieR sirsulater, or seth, te the 

26 GOUAty atterno.,, te BB iA>CO&ti9atoe YAeler tho 13re•~isieAS Bf 1 J :17 106 aRel 1 J Jii :107." 

27 

28 Section 5. Section 13-27-312, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general -- preparation of statements -- fiscal note. ( 1) 

30 Upon receipt of a petition from the office of the secretary of state pursuant to 13-27-202, the attorney 
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general shall examine the petition as to form and, if the proposed ballot issue has an effect on the ro~ronuos 

2 revenue, expenditures, or ti,e fiscal liability of the state, shall order a fiscal note incorporating an estimate 

3 of &tlGR the effect, the substance of which must substantially comply with the provisions of 5-4-205. The 

4 budget director, in cooperation with the agency or agencies affected by the petition, ,s responsible for 

5 preparing the fiscal note and shall return it within 6 days unless the attorney general, for good cause 

6 shown, extends the time for completing the fiscal note. 

7 (2) If the petition form is approved, the attorney general shall endeavor to seek out parties on both 

8 sides of the issue and obtain their advice. The attorney general shall prepare: 

9 (a) a statement, not to exceed +00 1 50 words, explaining the purpose of the measure; and 

1 O (b) statements, not to exceed 25 words each, explaining the implications of a vote for and a vote 

11 against the measure. 

12 (3) The attorney general shall prepare a fiscal statement of no more than 50 words if a fiscal note 

13 was prepared for the proposed ballot issue, &t1GR and the statement -te must be used on the petition and 

14 ballot if the measure is placed on the ballot. 

1 5 (4) The statement of purpose and the statements of implication must express the true and impartial 

16 explanation of the proposed ballot issue in plain, easily understood language and may not be arguments 

17 or written so as to create prejudice for or against the measure. Tho statoR'lont sf aurpsso R'lUSt so in tho 

1 B fsrR'lat for sill titles ars11idod in tho R'lost rosont issue of tho sill draftiA§ R'lanual furnished 13~• tho le§islatit•o 

19 ser,1isos divisisn. 

20 (5) The statement of purpose, unless altered by a court under 13-27-316, is the petition title for 

21 the measure circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is placed on the ballot. 

22 (6) The statements of implication &AaU must be placed beside the diagram provided for marking of 

23 the ballot in a manner similar to but not limited to the following example: 

24 

25 

[I 

[I 

FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years of age 

AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18 years of age 

26 (7) If the petition is rejected as to form, the attorney general shall forward Ris the rejection 

27 comments to the secretary of state within 21 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney general. If 

28 the petition is approved as to form, the attorney general shall forward the statement of purpose, the 

29 statements of implication, and the fiscal statement, if applicable, to the secretary of state within 21 days 

30 after receipt of the petition by the attorney general." 
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Section 6. Section 13-27-315, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 "13-27-315. Statements by attorney general on issues referred by legislature. 11) Upon receipt 

3 of a copy of a ballot form under 13-27-310( 2) for an issue proposed by the legislature, the attorney general 

4 shall order a fiscal note as provided in 13-27-31211} if the issue has an effect on the rovoA1;os revenue, 

5 expenditures, or t-1.e fiscal liability of the state. At the same time the explanatory statement is prepared 

6 under subsection (2), the attorney general shall prepare a fiscal statement of no more than 50 words to be 

7 forwarded to the secretary of state at the same time as the explanatory statement. 

8 (2) At the same time the attorney general, pursuant to 13-27-313, informs the secretary of state 

9 of the approval or rejection of a ballot form for an issue proposed by the legislature, the attorney general 

1 O shall forward to the secretary of state a statement, not exceeding +00 150 words, expressing a true and 

11 impartial explanation of the purpose of the measure in plain, easily understood language. The statement 

12 may not be an argument and may not be written to create a prejudice for or against the issue. The 

13 statement prepared under this section is known as the attorney general's explanatory statement. 

14 (3) If statements of the implication of a vote for or against a ballot issue have not been provided 

15 by the legislature, the attorney general shall prepare the statements. Requirements for statements of 

16 implication for ballot issues referred by the legislature are the same as those provided in 13-27-312 for 

1 7 other ballot issues. Statements of implication prepared by the attorney general must be returned to the 

18 secretary of state no later than the time specified for approval of the ballot form." 

19 

20 

21 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-

r Legislative 
\s~rvlca 
\!!_{vision 

. 6 . SB 340 




