
5 5th Legislature 

~ BILLNO. 2-17 

INTRODUCED BY ~''-IL½_i E "'1,V,-,/. 

LC0044.01 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR REPORTING OF DEATH BY SUDDEN INFANT 

DEATH SYNDROME; DEFINING "SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME"; PROVIDING FOR AN AUTOPSY 

IN CERTAIN INFANT DEATHS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Sudden infant death syndrome -- findings -- definition. (1) As used 

11 in [section 21 and this section, "sudden infant death syndrome" means the sudden death of an infant under 

12 1 year of age that remains unexplained after a thorough case investigation, including the performance of 

13 a complete autopsy, an examination of the death scene, and a review of the clinical history. 

14 (2) The legislature recognizes that research has shown that sudden infant death syndrome is a 

15 leading cause of death among children from 1 month to 1 year of age. The legislature finds and declares 

16 that sudden infant death syndrome is a serious problem within Montana and that public interest is served 

17 by research and study of sudden infant death syndrome and its potential causes and indications. 

18 

19 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Autopsy. (1) If upon investigation of the death, the coroner suspects 

20 no specific cause of death, the coroner may direct that an autopsy be performed pursuant to chapter 21, 

21 part 1. 

22 (2) When the coroner's findings are consistent with sudden infant death syndrome, the coroner 

23 shall state on the death certificate that sudden infant death syndrome was the cause of death. 

24 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 and 21 are intended to be codified 

26 as an integral part of Title 50, chapter 15, and the provisions of Title 50, chapter 15, apply to [sections 1 

27 and 2]. 

28 

29 

30 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997. 
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for SB0297, as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act providing for reporting of death by sudden infant death syndrome; defining "sudden 
infant death" syndrome; and providing for an a~topsy in certain infant deaths. 

Assumptions: 
1 The Department of Public Health and Humans Services (DPHHS) will not incur additional 

costs as a result of this bill. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 

2-/2 ·9) 
DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for SB0297. as introduced 
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55th Legislature 

SENATE BILL NO. 297 

SB0297.02 
APPROVED BY COM ON PUBLIC 
HEALTH, WELFARE & SAFETY 

2 

3 

INTRODUCED BY BROOKE, FRANKLIN, BERGMAN, ESTRADA, SANDS 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR REPORTING OF DEATH BY SUDDEN INFANT 

5 DEATH SYNDROME; DEFINING "SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME"; PROVIDING FOR AN AUTOPSY 

6 IN CERTAIN INFANT DEATHS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DA TE." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Sudden infant death syndrome -- findings -- definition. (11 As used 

11 in [section 2] and this section, "sudden infant death syndrome" means the sudden death of an infant under 

12 1 year of age that remains unexplained after a thorough case investigation, including the performance of 

13 a complete autopsy, an examination of the death scene, and a review of the clinical history. 

14 12) The legislature recognizes that research has shown that sudden infant death syndrome is a 

15 leading cause of death among children from 1 month to 1 year of age. The legislature finds and declares 

16 that sudden infant death syndrome is a serious problem within Montana and that public interest is served 

17 by research and study of sudden infarit death syndrome and its potential causes and indications. 

1 8 

19 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Autopsy. ( 11 If upon investigation of the death, the coroner suspects 

20 no specific cause of death, the coroner may WITH PARENTAL CONSENT, direct that an autopsy be 

21 performed pursuant to chapter 21, part 1. 

22 (21 When the coroner's findings are consistent with sudden infant death syndrome, the coroner 

23 ,,· •·-it! MAY state Jn the death certificate that sudden infant death syndrome was the cause of death. 

24 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 and 2] are intended to be codified 

26 as an integral part of Title 50, chapter 15, and the provisions of Title 50, chapter 15, apply to [sections 1 

27 and 2]. 

28 

29 

30 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997. 
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55th Legislature 

2 
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SB0297.02 

SENATE BILL NO. 297 

INTRODUCED BY BROOKE, FRANKLIN, BERGMAN, ESTRADA, SANDS 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR REPORTING OF DEATH BY SUDDEN INFANT 

5 DEATH SYNDROME; DEFINING "SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME"; PROVIDING FOR AN AUTOPSY 

6 IN CERTAIN INFANT DEATHS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

1 O NEW SECTION. Section 1. Sudden infant death syndrome -- findings -- definition. ( 1) As used 

11 in [section 21 and this section, "sudden infant death syndrome" means the sudden death of an infant under 

12 1 year of age that remains unexplained after a thorough case investigation, including the performance of 

13 a complete autopsy, an examination of the death scene, and a review of the clinical history. 

14 (2) The legislature recognizes that research has shown that sudden infant death syndrome is a 

15 leading cause of death among children from 1 month to 1 year of age. The legislature finds and declares 

16 that sudden infant death syndrome is a serious problem within Montana and that public interest is served 

17 by research and study of sudden infant death syndrome and its potential causes and indications. 

18 

19 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Autopsy. ( 1) If upon investigation of the death, the coroner suspects 

20 no specific cause of death, the coroner mav, WITH PARENTAL CONSENT, direct that an autopsy be 

21 performed pursuant to chapter 21, part 1. 

22 (2) When the coroner's findings are consistent with sudden infant death syndrome, the coroner 

23 SHat! MAY state on the death certificate that sudden infant death syndrome was the cause of death. 

24 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 and 21 are intended to be codified 

26 as an integral part of Title 50, chapter 15, and the provisions of Title 50, chapter 15, apply to [sections 1 

27 and 2]. 

28 

29 

30 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997. 
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55th Legislature SB0297.03 
APPROVED BY COM OK 
HUMAN SERV:CES 

2 
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8 

SENATE BILL NO. 297 

INTRODUCED BY BROOKE, FRANKLIN, BERGMAN, ESTRADA, SANDS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR REPORTING OF DEATH BY SUDDEN INFANT 

DEATH SYNDROME; DEFINING "SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME"; PROVIDING FOR A~I AUTOPSY 

A SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME CAUSE OF DEATH IN CERTAIN INFANT DEATHS; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Sudden infant death syndrome -- findings -- definition. ( 1) As used 

12 in [section 2] and this section, "sudden infant death syndrome" means the sudden death of an infant under 

13 1 year of age that remains unexplained after a thorough case investigation, including the performance of 

14 a complete autopsy, an examination of the death scene, and a review of the clinical history. 

15 (2) The legislature recognizes that research has shown that sudden infant death syndrome is a 

16 leading cause of death among children from 1 month to 1 year of age. The legislature finds and declares 

17 that sudden infant death syndrome is a serious problem within Montana and that public interest is served 

18 by research and study of sudden infant death syndrome and its potential causes and indications. 

19 

20 NEW SECTION. Section 2 . .0,11t0ps•1 CAUSE OF DEATH -- SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME. 

21 (1) If UJ'l8n in,.estigatien ef tl=le deatl=l, tl=le serener suspeots ne speoifio oause et deatl=l, tl=le serener FAay, 

22 I/IUIH P" RFMI" I CONSF"II, airest tl=lat an auteps•,1 ee per!erR1ea pursuant te sl=lapter 21, part 1. 

23 rn When the coroner's findings are consistent with sudden infant death syndrome, the coroner 

24 &l:!.111 MAY state on the death certificate that sudden infant death syndrome was the cause of death. 

25 

26 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 and 21 are intended to be codified 

27 as an integral part of Title 50, chapter 15, and the provisions of Title 50, chapter 15, apply to [sections 1 

28 and 21. 

29 

30 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997. 

·END-
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5 5th Legislature 

2 

3 

SB0297.03 

SENATE BILL NO. 297 

INTRODUCED BY BROOKE, FRANKLIN, BERGMAN, ESTRADA, SANDS 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR REPORTING OF DEATH BY SUDDEN INFANT 

5 DEATH SYNDROME; DEFINING "SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME"; PROVIDING FOR Ml AUTQi;>l;Y 

6 A SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME CAUSE OF DEATH IN CERTAIN INFANT DEATHS; AND 

7 PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Sudden infant death syndrome -- findings -- definition. ( 1) As used 

12 in [section 21 and this section, "sudden infant death syndrome" means the sudden death of an infant under 

13 1 year of age that remains unexplained after a thorough case investigation, including the performance of 

14 a complete autopsy, an examination of the death scene, and a review of the clinical history. 

15 12) The legislature recognizes that research has shown that sudden infant death syndrome is a 

16 leading cause of death among children from 1 month to 1 year of age. The legislature finds and declares 

17 that sudden infant death syndrome is a serious problem within Montana and that public interest is served 

1 8 by research and study of sudden infant death syndrome and its potential causes and indications. 

19 

20 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Awtepa•; CAUSE OF DEATH -- SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME. 

21 ( 11 If YpeR iRvasti§atioR of the eaath, tl=le seFeRer sYspeets Re spesifis saysa ef eeath, the seFeRer rna~•L 

22 WITI-I F!ARi!l>IT ob COl>ISi!l>IT1 Elirnst that aA auteps~1 ee perferrneel pursuaAt te sh apter :! 1, filBFt 1. 

23 m When the coroner's findings are consistent with sudden infant death syndrome, the coroner 

24 SRaU MAY state on the death certificate that sudden infant death syndrome was the cause of death. 

25 

26 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 and 21 are intended to be codified 

27 as an integral part of Title 50, chapter 15, and the provisions of Title 50, chapter 15, apply to [sections 1 

28 and 2). 

29 

30 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997. 

-END-
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REFERENCE BILL 

AS AMENDED 




