
55th Legislature 
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3 

/} s~ BILL NO. 2/ '-( 

INTRODUCED BY G. ~ Ji, #.d{41,Ja.1I 

LC0935.01 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING MUNICIPALITIES TO ERECT SIGNS DESIGNATING 

5 PARKING SPACES FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES; AUTHORIZING MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTY 

6 GOVERNMENTS TO RECRUIT AND TRAIN VOLUNTEERS TO ISSUE CITATIONS TO MOTOR VEHICLE 

7 OWNERS OR OPERATORS WHO VIOLATE DISABLED PARKING REGULATIONS; AND AMENDING SECTION 

8 61-8-704, MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 61-8-704, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "61-8-704. Erection ofsigns. (1) ~le e13eFateF An operator of a motor vehicle may not be arrested 

14 under 61-8-703 unless signs have been placed at or near the state line on the primary highway system, 

15 outside towns or cities having over 2,500 population, and outside county seats on the primary highways 

16 to indicate the legal rate of speed. 

17 (2) Afl'f A municipality~ that uses radio microwaves or other electrical Ele¥iee devices for law 

18 er1forcement purposes shall erect and maintain approp,,ate signs giving notice of~ use of the devices 

19 at a conspicuous place at or near the corporate limits of the municipality, upon each state highway and 

20 arterial street or highway entering the municipality, and at~ other places as R'l8'( ea eleeR'leel considered 

21 necessary by the municipal authorities for the information of the traveling public. 

22 (3) Signs giving notice that the speed of vehicles may be measured by radio microwaves or other 

23 electrical ee¥iee devices &l:\all must be placed as required for speed signs in subsection ( 1) a&e-W¼. However, 

24 the absence of~ signs sl:lall Aet may not in itself invalidate an otherwise proper arrest. 

25 (41 (al A municipality shall erect and maintain signs designating special parking spaces reserved 

26 for persons with disabilities as provided in 49-4-302. The signs must contain: 

27 (il notice of the $100 penalty for violating 49-4-302 as provided in 49-4-307; 

28 (iil the international symbol of accessibility; and 

29 (iii) an indication that a permit is required to park in the designated space. 

30 (bl The state shall either provide the signs to municipalities or reimburse the municipalities for the 
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1 purchase of the signs." 

2 

3 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Ticketing officers -- authorization -- training. (1) For the purposes of 

4 this section, "ticketing officer" means a volunteer recruited and trained by a municipality or county 

5 government to issue citations for violations of 49-4-302(2). 

6 (21 A municipality or county government may recruit and train volunteers to issue citations to motor 

7 vehicle owners or operators without permits who park in spaces reserved for persons with disabilities in 

8 violation of 49-4-302(2). 

9 (3) To be certified as a ticketing officer, a person must successfully complete a training program 

1 O conducted by the municipal police department or county sheriff's department. The training program may 

11 include: 

12 (a) identifying the special license plates and cards provided by the department of justice that allow 

13 a person with a disability, meeting the criteria in 49-4-301, to park in a space reserved under 49-4-302; 

14 (b) identifying imitation plates or cards; 

15 (c) an overview of the sections of Montana law governing the rights of persons with disabilities 

16 and the penalty for violating 49-4-302; and 

1 7 (di any other issues considered appropriate by local law enforcement. 

1 8 (41 A ticketing officer may only issue citations and does not have arrest authority beyond that 

19 granted to a private person under 46-6-502. 

20 

21 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Section 21 is intended to be codified as an 

22 integral part of Title 49, chapter 4, part 3, and the provisions of Title 49, chapter 4, part 3, apply to 

23 [section 2]. 

24 -END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for SB0214. as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
A bill for an act requiring municipalities to erect signs designating parking spaces for 
persons with disabilities; authorizing municipalities and county governments to recruit 
and train volunteers to issue citations to motor vehicle owners or operators who violate 
disabled parking regulations. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) will provide all signs. 
2. The sign will be 12 inches by 24 inches, will incorporate three colors and be made 

from super engineering grade sheeting materials. 
3. The information on the sign would be, "Reserved, permit required, $100 fine". The 

disability symbol would also be included. If more information is required on the 
sign the cost would increase. 

4. current signing would not be in compliance with the proposed legislation and would 
have to be upgraded. 

5. Signs would be made available to any municipality to sign designated disabled 
parking sites. 

6. The estimated number of signs is unknown. Total requirement to sign every disabled 
parking spot could be over 10,000. 

7. MDT does not have the manpower nor the resources to produce the quantity of signs 
required and the signs will have to be put out to competitive bid. The estimated 
cost is $15 to $20 per sign. 

8. If additional funding is not provided to acquire the signs other maintenance 
activities will have to be reduced to cover the cost of acquiring and distributing 
the signs. 

9. The local government would recruit and train volunteers to issue citations. 
10. An alternative source for production of the signs might be the Montana State Prison. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditures: 
There is no way to accurately estimate the total fiscal impact of this bill. At an 
estimated cost of $15 to $20 per sign, the potential fiscal impact could run from $150,000 
to over $500,000 depending on the total signs that will have to be replaced and/or new 
sites. As a prison project the costs would be less. 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: 
Local municipalities would have to install signs. 

This bill may require local governments to spend ad9itional sums for which no specific 
means of financing are provided. Section 1-2-114, MCA, provides that bills which have 
such an impact may not be introduced. 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
The MDT would be required to provide signing for every disabled parking site within every 
municipality within the state forever. 

DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE DOROTHY ECK, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for SB0214, as introduced se :i.11 
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SENATE BILL NO. 214 

INTRODUCED BY ECK, BARNHART 

SB0214.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
LOCAL 8OVERN't•'.ENT 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRl~lG MU~llCIPALITIES TO ERECT SIG~JS QESIG~U\TING 

PARKl~lG SPACES FOR PERSONS 1NITH QISABILITIES; AUTHORIZING MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTY 

GOVERNMENTS TO RECRUIT AND TRAIN VOLUNTEERS TO ISSUE CITATIONS TO MOTOR VEHICLE 

OWNERS OR OPERATORS WHO VIOLATE DISABLED PARKING REGULATIONS; AND AMENDING SECTION 

61-8-704, MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 SeotieA 1. Sootion 61 B 704, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "81 8 7Q4. EFOetieA efsigRs. H) Ne eporater ,1\n eporator of a A'IOter vohiele may not be arrested 

14 under 61 B 703 unless sigAs have been plaeed at or near tho state line on the prifflary highwa~• S~'Stem, 

15 outside to•,·,•ns OF sitios ha\'ing over 2,600 pepulation, and ouMide eount•,• seats on the primer•,' high 0.,ca•,•s 

16 to indieato tho legal rate of speed. 

17 (2) AA'( A A'lunioipality whioh that uses radio A'liorowa\•es or othoF olootFioal do\•ioo do,,.iees for law 

18 enforeemont purposes shall ereot and maintain appropriate signs §iving notioo of sueh use of the devises 

19 at a eonspieuous plaee at or near tho eorporate lifl'lits ef the A'lunieipality, upon cash state highwa•r and 

20 arterial stroot or hi€1hway entering tho R1unioipality, and at sueh other plaees as Rlay be deefl'led eonsidered 

21 neoessary by the Rlunieipal authorities for tl:lo inforffiation of tho travelin€1 pul3Iio. 

22 (3) Signs gi•,•ing notioo tl:lat tl:lo s13ood of veh1eles FRay be R1oaslclred by radio A'limowa¥es or other 

23 eleetrieal devioo de•~ieos shall must be plaood as FOfluirod for speed Si§ns in sul3sootion (1) above. However, 

24 tl:le a13senee of sueh si§ns shall not may not in itself invalidate an otherwise proper arrest. 

25 (4) (a) A munieipalih• shall eroot and maintain si§ns designatin§ speeial parl<in§ saaees reser•ied 

26 for aorsons with disabilities as previdod in 49 4 ao2. Tho signs must eontain: 

27 Ii) notiee of the $100 aenalty for ¥iolatin§ 49 4 :302 as aro•,ided in 49 4 :307; 

28 (iii the international syml3ol of aeeessibility; and 

29 liii) an indieation tl:lat a permit is roauirod to aarI1 in tho dosi§nated spaee. 

30 lbl The state shall either pravido the si§nS to munieipalities or reimburse tRo munieipalities for the 
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55th Legislature S80214.02 

pe1re"1ase sf t"1e sians." 

2 

3 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Ticketing officers -- authorization -- training. (1) For the purposes of 

4 this section, "ticketing officer" means a volunteer recruited and trained by a municipality or county 

5 government to issue citations for violations of 49-4-302(2). 

6 (2) A municipality or county government may recruit and train volunteers to issue citations to motor 

7 vehicle owners or operators without permits who park in spaces reserved for persons with disabilities m 

8 violation of 49-4-302(2). 

9 (3) To be certified as a ticketing officer, a person must successfully complete a training program 

1 O conducted by the municipal police department or county sheriff's department. The training program may 

11 include: 

12 (a) identifying the special license plates and cards provided by the department of justice that allow 

13 a person with a disability, meeting the criteria in 49-4-301, to park in a space reserved under 49-4-302; 

14 (b) identifying imitation plates or cards; 

15 (c) an overview of the sections of Montana law governing the rights of persons with disabilities 

16 and the penalty for violating 49-4-302; and 

.17 (d) any other issues considered appropriate by local law enforcement. 

18 (4) A ticketing officer may only issue citations and does not have arrest authority beyond that 

19 granted to a private person under 46-6-502. 

20 

21 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Codification instruction. [Section~ 11 is intended to be codified as an 

22 integral part of Title 49, chapter 4, part 3, and the provisions of Title 49, chapter 4, part 3, apply to 

23 [section~ 11-

24 -END-
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55th Legislature 

2 

3 

SENATE BILL NO. 214 

INTRODUCED BY ECK, BARNHART 

SB0214.02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT FIEQIJIFIING MIJ~IIGIP/\blTIES TO EFIEGT SIG~IS DESIGNATl~lG 

5 PARKl~JG SP'\GES ~OR PERSOPJS WITl-t DISABlblTIES; AUTHORIZING MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTY 

6 GOVERNMENTS TO RECRUIT AND TRAIN VOLUNTEERS TO ISSUE CITATIONS TO MOTOR VEHICLE 

7 OWNERS OR OPERATORS WHO VIOLATE DISABLED PARKING REGULATIONS; AND AMENDING SECTION 

8 61-8-704, MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

1 2 SootioR 1. SeotioR e 1 8 704, MCA, is aFftoReloel to roael: 

13 "61 8 704. E,ootieR ef sigRe. 11 l No OJ:lOFBtor 0.R oeorater ef a Fftotor vohiolo Ffta~· Rot eo arrestee 

14 uReler 61 8 706 <1Rloss si§RS haYe eeeR J:llaooel at er Rear tho state liRe OR tho J:lFiFflary hi§hway s•,•stoFR, 

15 e<1tsieo towRs er sitios haviR§ ever 2,liOO J:lOJ:l<1latieR, aRe eutsiee eeuRty seats OR the J:lriFflary hi§hways 

16 to iRelieate the le§al rate of speeel. 

17 (2) ARy A Fflt1Rieipality whioh that uses raelio Ffliere waves er other olootrieal eovieo elo\·ioos fer law 

18 ORferooFftoRt purJ:)osos shall oroet aRel FflaiRtaiA apprepriato si§RS giYiR!J Reties of sueh use of the ele·,•iees 

19 at a eeAspieueus plaeo at or Rear tho eerporato liFflits of tho muRieipality, upoR eaeh state hi§hway aRel 

20 artOFial street or highway eRteriR§ the muAioipality, aRel at sueh etl=1er plaees as ffiO'f ee eleemeel seRsielereel 

21 Reeessary ey tho FRURieipal authorities fer the iRforFflatioR of tho traYoliR§ puelie. 

22 (6) Si§RS §iYiRg Reties that tFie spooel of ,ohioles ffiay 13e measured b'( raaie ffiierewa"'es er atlaer 

23 eleotrieal ele·,ioo ao•,ioes shall ffiUSt Bo plaooa as ro~uirea for spoea sigRs iR subseetieR (1 l aeeve. 1-towe ."er, 

24 the absoRee ef sueh sigRs shall Rat mav Rat iR itself iR"alieate OR otherwise prepor arrest. 

25 f4l fal A ffiURisiealit\' shall ereet aRa maiRtaiR siaRs aosiaRatiAa seeeial earkiR!I seaees reser~•ea 

26 for eerseRS with aisaeilities 88 erovieleel iR 49 4 602. Tlae SiEJRS FflUSt eeRtaiR: 

27 lil Retiee ef the $100 eoRalty for YielatiRg 4 Q 4 602 as ereYiaeel iR 4 Q 4 607; 

28 (ii) tho iAterABtieRal s•,<Fftbel ef aesessibilih'; BAS 

29 jiiil aR iAaieatieA tl=lat a eerffiit is roa1:1ir0el ts eark 1A the elosiaRatoel seaee. 

30 jbl The state shall either provielo the siaRs ta ffiURieipalities or roiffi~urse tho ffiuRieiealities for tlae 
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purehase sf the siEJAS." 

2 

3 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Ticketing officers-- authorization --training. (1) For the purposes of 

4 this section, "ticketing officer" means a volunteer recruited and trained by a municipality or county 

5 government to issue citations for violations of 49-4-302(2). 

6 (2) A municipality or county government may recruit and train volunteers to issue citations to motor 

7 vehicle owners or operators without permits who park in spaces reserved for persons with disabilities in 

8 violation of 49-4-302(2). 

9 (3) To be certified as a ticketing officer, a person must successfully complete a training program 

1 O conducted by the municipal police department or county sheriff's department. The training program may 

11 include: 

1 2 (a) identifying the special license plates and cards provided by the department of justice that allow 

13 a person with a disability, meeting the criteria in 49-4-301, to park in a space reserved under 49-4-302; 

14 (bl identifying imitation plates or cards; 

15 (cl an overview of the sections of Montana law governing the rights of persons with disabilities 

16 and the penalty for violating 49-4-302; and 

1 7 (d) any other issues considered appropriate by local law enforcement. 

18 (4) A ticketing officer may only issue citations and does not have arrest authority beyond that 

19 granted to a private person under 46-6-502. 

20 

21 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Codification instruction. [Section~ 11 is intended to be codified as an 

22 integral part of Title 49, chapter 4, part 3, and the provisions of Title 49, chapter 4, part 3, apply to 

23 [section~ 11. 

24 -END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for SB0214, third reading 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
A oill for an act authorizing municipalities and county governments to recruit and train 
volunteers to issue citations to motor vehicle owners or operators who violate d~sabled 
pa,king regu.:.ations; and amending section 61-8-704, MCA. 

ASSUMPT:ONS: 
1. The local government would recruit and train volunteers to issue citations. 
2. There would no fiscal impact to the state. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
None 

./ 
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DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE DORTHY .Y SPONSOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for SB0214, third readina 
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