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-ggislature SB0117.01

SENATE BILL NC. 117
INTRODUCED BY NELSON
BY REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DESIGNATING THE FOURTH FRIDAY IN SEPTEMBER OF EACH
YEAR AS "AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE DAY" IN THE STATE OF MONTANA; AMENDING SECTION
20-1-306, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.”

WHEREAS, Article X, section 1(2), of the Montana Constitution recognizes the distinct and unique
cultural heritage of American Indians and commits the state in its educational geals to the preservation of
their culturai integrity; and

WHEREAS, the 1975 Legislature enacted House Joint Resolution No. 57, designating the fourth
Friday in September of each year as "Native American Indian Day"; and .

WHEREAS, despite the resolution, the knowledge of this important history and culture is gradually
heing lost to citizens of the State of Montana, to the detriment of both the American indian and non-Indian
citizens of the State of Montana; and

WHEREAS, the history and culture of American Indians are an integral part of the histary of the
nation and the State of Montana; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes that all Montanans have an invaluable opportunity for cultural

enrich‘ment through contact with the culture and philosophy of American Indians.
BE !T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 20-1-306, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-1-306. Commemorative exercises on certain days. (1) All districts shall conduct appropriate
exercises during the school day on the following commemorative days:

{a} Lincoln’s Birthday (February 12);

(b} Washington’s Birthday (February 22};

{¢} Arpor Day (last Friday in April);

{d} Flag Day {June 14);
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le) Citizenship Day (September 17);

{f} American Indian Heritage Day (fourth Friday in September);

#ilg) Columbus .Dav (QOctober 12};

tgr{h} Pioneer Day (November 1);

i) Other other days designated by the legisiature or governor as legal holidays.

{2) When these commemarative days fall on Saturday or Sunday, exercises may be conducted the

preceding Friday."
NEW SECTION. Section 2. Notification of tribal governments., The secretary of state shall send
a copy of {this act] to each tribal government located on the seven Montana reservations and to the Little

Shell band of Chippewa.

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date, [This acti is effective on passage and approval.

-END-

{ Legisiative
~ Services .2 SB 117

“\ Divivion



55th Legislature $B0117.02

APPRCVED BY COM ON EDUCATION
AND CULTURAL RESQURCES

SENATE BILL NO. 117
INTRODUCED BY NELSON, STANG, WHITEHEAD, HURDLE, STOVALL, HEAVY RUNNER, PEASE,
EMERSON
BY REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DESIGNATING THE FOURTH FRIDAY IN SEPTEMBER OF EACH
YEAR AS "AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE DAY" IN THE STATE OF MONTANA; AMENDING SECTION
20-1-306, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

WHEREAS, Article X, section 1{2), of the Montana Constitution recognizes the distinct and unique
cultural heritage of American Indians and commits the state in its educational goals to the preservation of
their cultural integrity; and

WHEREAS, the 1975 Legislature enacted House Joint Resolution No. 57, designating the fourth
Friday in September of each year as "Native American Indian Day”; and

WHEREAS, despite the resolution, the knowledge of this important history and culture is graduaily
being lost to citizens of the State of Montana, to the detriment of both the American Indian and non-Indian
citizens of the State of Montana; and

WHEREAS, the history and culture of American Indians are an integral part of the history of the
nation and the State of Montana; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes that all Montanans have an invaluable opportunity for cultural

enrichment through contact with the culture and philosophy of American Indians.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 20-1-306, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-1-306. Commemorative exercises on certain days. {1) All districts shall conduct appropriate
exercises during the school day on the following commemorative days:

(a} Lincoln’'s Birthday (February 12);

(b} Washington’s Birthday (February 22):.

{c} Arbor Day (last Friday in April);
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{d) Flag Day (June 14);

{e) Citizenship Day (September 17);

{f} American Indian Heritage Day [fourth Friday in September};

{#(g) Columbus Day (October 12);

tgHh) Pioneer Day (November 1);

{hi{i) Other other days designated by the legislature or governor as legal holidays.

(2) When these commemarative days fall on Saturday or Sunday, exercises may be conducted the

preceding Friday."”
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NEW SECTION. Section 2. Notification of tribal governments. The secretary of state shall send
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a copy of [this act] to each tribal government located on the seven Montana reservations and to the Little

12  Shell band of Chippewa.

13
14 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.
15 -END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 117
INTRODUCED BY NELSON, STANG, WHITEHEAD, HURDLE, STOVALL, HEAVY RUNNER, PEASE,
EMERSON
BY REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DESIGNATING THE FOURTH FRIDAY IN SEPTEMBER OF EACH
YEAR AS "AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE DAY" IN THE STATE OF MONTANA; AMENDING SECTION
20-1-306, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

WHEREAS, Article X, section 1{2}, of the Montana Constitution recognizes the distinct and unique
cultural heritage of American Indians and commits the state in its educational goals 1o the preservation of
their cuitural integrity; and

WHEREAS, the 1975 Legislature enacted House Joint Resolution No. 57, designating the fourth
Friday in September of each year as "Native American Indian Day"; and

WHEREAS, despite the resolution, the knowledge of this important history and culture is gradually .
being lost to citizens of the State of Montana, to the detriment of both the American Indian and non-Indian
citizens of the State of Montana; and

WHEREAS, the history and culture of American Indians are an integral part of the history of fhe
nation and the State of Montana; and |

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes that all Montanans have an invaluable opportunity for cultural

enrichment through contact with the culture and philosaphy of American indians.
8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 20-1-306, MCA, is amended to read:
"20-1-306. Commemorative exercises on certain days. (1) All districts shall conduct appropriate
exercises during the school day on the following commemorative days:
{a) Lincoin’s Birthday (February 12);
{b} Washington's Birthday (Fébruary 22):"
(c) Arbor Day {(last Friday in April};
THIRD READING
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1 {d) Flag Day (June 14);

2 " {e) Citizenship Day (September 17);

3 (f)] _American Indian Heritage Day (fourth Friday in September}:

4 {Ha} Columbus Day {October 12);

5 tgih) Pioneer Day (November 1);

6 i) S+her other days designated by the legislature or governor as legal holidays.

7 {2) When these commemarative days fall on Saturday or Sunday, exercises may be conducted the
8 preceding Friday."

9,
10 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Notification of tribal governments. The secretary of state shall send

11 a copy of [this act] to each tribal government focated on the seven Montana reservations and to the Little

12  Shell band of Chippewa.

13
14 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.
15 -END-

(Lggidare e

s SB 117



55th Legislatura SB0117.02

APPROVED BY CCM ON
EDUCATION

SENATE BILL NO. 117
INTRODUCED BY NELSON,‘ STANG, WHITEHEAD, HURDLE, STOVALL, HEAVY RUNNER, PEASE,
EMERSON
BY REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DESIGNATING THE FOURTH FRIDAY IN SEPTEMBER OF EACH
YEAR AS "AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE DAY" [N THE STATE OF MONTANA; AMENDING SECTION
20-1-306, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN tMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

WHEREAS, Article X, saction 1{2}), of the Montana Constitution recognizes the distinct and unigus
cultural heritage of American Indians and commits the state in its educational goals to the preservation of
their cultural integrity; and

WHEREAS, the 1975 Legislature enacted House Joint Resolution No. 67, designating tha fourth
Friday in September of each year as "Native American Indian Day"; and

WHEREAS, despite the resoiution, the knowledge of this important history and cuiture is gradually
being lost to citizens of the State of Montana, to the detriment of both the American Indian and non-Indian
citizens of the State of Montana; and

WHEREAS, the history and culture of American Indians are an integral part of the history of fhe
nation and the State of Montana; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes that all Montanans have an invaluable opportunity for cultural

enrichment through contact with the cuiture and philosophy of American Indians.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 20-1-308, MCA, is amended to read:
"20-1-308. Commemorative exercises on certain days. {1) All districts shall conduct appropriate
exarcises during the school day an tha‘following commemorative days:
(al Linceln‘s Birthday (February 12);
(b) Washington’s Birthday (February 22);"
{c) Arbor Day (last Friday in April};
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(d) Flag Bay {June 14);

2 {e) Citizenship Day (September 17);

3 (fi_American Indian Heritage Day (fourth Friday in September);

4 {i{g) Columbus Day (October.12);

5 tgi{h) Pioneer Day (November 1);

8 {aili) S+her other days designated by the legislature or governor as legal holidays.

7 {2) When these commemorative days fall on Saturday or Sunday, exercises may be conducted the
8  preceding Friday."”

9
10 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Notification of tribal governments. The secretary of state shall send
11 a copy of {this act] to each tribal government located on the seven Mantana reservations and to thf Little
12 Shell band of Chippewa.
13
14 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.
15 -END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 117
INTROOUCED 8Y NELSON, STANG, WHITEHEAD, HURDLE, STOVALL, HEAVY RUNNER, PEASE,
EMERSCN
BY REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE ON iNDIAN AFFAIRS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DESIGNATING THE FOURTH FRIDAY IN SEPTEMBER CF EACH
YEAR AS "AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE DAY" IN THE STATE OF MONTANA; AMENDING SECTION
20-1-308, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

WHEREAS, Article X, saection 1(2}, of the Montana Constitution recognizes the distinct and unigue
cultural heritage ot American Indians and commits the state in its educational goals to the preservation of
their cultural integrity; and

WHEREAS, the 1975 Legislature enacted House Joint Resolution No, 57, designating the fourth
Friday in September of each year as "Native American Indian Day"; and

WHEREAS, despita the resolution, the knowiedge of this important history and culture 1s gradually
peing lost to citizens of the State of Montana, to tha detriment of both the American Indian and non-Indian
citizens of the State of Montana; and

WHEREAS, the history and culture of American indians are an integral part of the history of the
nation and the State of Montana; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes that alt Montanans have an invaluabie opportunity for cultural

enrichment through contact with the culture and philosophy ot American Indians.
8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 20-1-308, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-1-308. Commemaorative exercises on certain days. (1) All districts shall conduct appropriate
exercises during the schoal day on the following commamorative days:

(@) Lincoin’s Birthday {February 12);

(b} Washington's Birthday (February 22):-.

(c) Arbor Day (last Friday in April);
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d) Flag Cay (June 14);
g Z.uzanstup Day (Septamber 17);

4 American Indian Heritaqe Day (fourth Friday in September):

#(g] Columbus Day (Cctober 12);
ig4(h) Pioneer Day {November 1);
(i) S+her other days designated by the legislature or governor as legal holidays.

{2) When these commemorative days fall on Saturday or Sunday, exercises may be conductad the

preceding Friday."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Notification of tribal governments. The secretary of state shall send

a copy of {this act] to each tribai government located on the seven Montana reservations and to the Little

Shell band of Chippewa.

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effactive on passage and approval.
-END-
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