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SENATE BILL NO. 101 

INTRODUCED BY BECK 

SB0101.01 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:" AN ACT PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN VETERINARY MEDICAL STUDENTS 

5 WHO WORK UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED VETERINARIAN ARE EXEMPT FROM 

6 VETERINARY LICENSURE; ALLOWING AN EMPLOYEE OF A LICENSED VETERINARIAN TO PERFORM 

7 CERTAIN VETERINARY FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING EMERGENCY SERVICES, AS DETERMINED BY RULE OF 

8 THE BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-18-104 AND 37-18-202, MCA." 

9 

10 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

11 A statement of intent is required for this bill because 37-18-104(6) and (7) and 37-18-202(1 )(cl 

12 grant authority to the board of veterinary medicine to adopt rules regarding the limited exemption of certain 

13 veterinary support personnel from the practice of veterinary medicine. It is intended that the board be 

14 allowed to define by rule the scope of treatments that support personnel may render when working under 

15 the supervision of a veterinarian. It is also intended that, in its discretion, the board be allowed to further 

16 define situations that constitute emergencies during which support personnel may provide limited care to 

17 a veterinarian's animal patients. 

18 

19 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

20 

21 Section 1. Section 37-18-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "37-18-104. Exemptions -- rules. (1) This chapter does not apply to: 

23 (a) veterinarians in the performance of their official duties, either civil or military, in the service of 

24 the United States unless they engage in the practice of veterinary medicine in a private capacity; 

25 (bl laboratory technicians and veterinary research workers, as distinguished from veterinarians, in 

26 the employ of this state or the United States and engaged in labors in laboratories under the direct 

27 supervision of the board of livestock, Montana state university-Bozeman, or the United States; 

28 le) lawfully qualified veterinarians from other states or a foreign country meeting legally licensed 

29 and registered Montana veterinarians in this state in consultation; 

30 (d) a veterinarian residing on a border of a neighboring state and authorized under the laws thereof 

1Legislative 
\Services 

L..\_l!}vision 
- 1 - SB 101 

INTRODUCED BILL 



55th Legislature S60101.01 

1 of that state to practice veterinary medicine H10rein, who is actually called to attend cases in this state but 

2 who does not open an office or appoint a place to meet patients or receive calls in this state, if veterinarians 

3 licensed and registered in this state are extended a like privilege to engage in the practice of veterinary 

4 medicine to the same extent in the neighboring state; 

5 (e) the employment as assisMnts te ·,eterinmians lieensed and re§istered under this ehapter of 

6 veterinary medical students who have successfully completed 3 years of the professional curriculum in 

7 veterinary medicine at a college having educational standards equal to those approved by the American 

8 veterinary medical association and autl=ieri;!ed B'f la•,.,, to eenfor llO§rees, if the students are employed by 

9 and work under the immediate supervision of a veterinarian licensed and registered under this chapter; or 

1 O (fl a person advising with respect to or performing acts that the board defines by rule as accepted 

11 livestock management practices. 

12 (2) The operations known and designated as castrating or dehorning of cattle, sheep, horses .. and 

13 swine are not the practice of veterinary medicine within the meaning of this chapter. 

14 (3) fa} Nonsurgical embryo transfers in bovines may be performed, under the supervision of a 

1 5 veterinarian licensed and residing in Montana, ey indi¥iduals who attest to the seard tl=iat they possess a 

16 eeA'lbinatien ef a years' edueatien, e11perienee, and tFainin§ in that preeedure. 

17 {el 1!11eA'lptien under susseetien (3){a) reA'lains in eHeet until testin§ ane eertifieatien preeea1,r0s, 

18 as deterA'linee sv seard rnlo, are iA'lpleA'lentoe en er soforo J1,ly 1, 1 QQ1. At a minimum, board rules 

19 regarding nonsurgical embryo transfers in bovines must address: 

20 fi+@l minimum education requirements; 

21 fi+H.!21 minimum requirements of practical experience; 

22 fiii+i£J. continuing education requirements; 

23 fiy.J.1.Q)_ limitations on practices and procedures that may be performed by certified individuals; 

24 M.tfil the use of specific drugs necessary for safe and proper practice of certified procedures; 

25 Mill content and administration of the certification test, including written and practical testing; 

26 f;,+iti.9.J. application and reexamination procedures; and 

27 f¥i+itihl conduct of certified individuals, including rules for suspension, revocation, and denial of 

28 certification;--af!G 

29 (illc) estaslisl=IA'lent ef an ae•,·iser't' OeA'lmittee. Tho OOA'lA'littee: 

30 (Al A'llcJSt eensist of: 
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(I) one member of tl'lo beard wl'le is a ¥etorinarian; 

(II) one R'lOFABer of the Montana state uni11orsity Boi!eR'laA ro13roduotive 13hysiolo§y de13artR'lOAt; 

(Ill) ORO R'lOR'lber FOJ3FOSOAtiA§ the Montana StOSl(§FOWOFS assoeiatioA aAiR'lal health sommittee; 

(IV) ORO member FOJ3FOSOAtiA§ tho Montana WOOl§rowers assoeiatioA; 

(V) one reprodueti110 s13oeialist with 13raetieal ex13orieneo in embryo transfers; and 

(VI) a 11otorinarian who is a R'lombor of the AR'leriean eolle§o of thorie§onolo§ists; 

(B) shall mal10 reeeR'lmendations re§ardiA§ the testin§ Clfl&-eeftifieation proeedures. The eoR'lR'littee 

may not adept mies. 

(C) in 00013eration with the beard, shall oonduot a study of the 13raetioe of bovine pre§nane•t testin§ 

ane eYine 13re§nane,· testin§ with the 1cJse of ultrasouna OfCluipR'lent. The stud•r must ineluae blJt is not 

liR1itea to: 

(I) feaeral laws §0~1ernin1:1 the 13raetiee of pre1:1nanoy tostin§; 

(II) eaueation ana e1113erienee requirements for the 13raetiee ef 13re§naney testiA§; and 

(Ill) pre1:1naney tostiA§ by nenveterinarians. 

(D) terminates dlclly 1, 1991. 

(4) This chapter does not prohibit a person from caring for and treating !.is the person's own farm 

animals or being assisted in this treatment by R+S the person's full-time employees, as defined in 2-18-601, 

employed in the conduct of J:\is the person's business or by other persons whose services are rendered 

gratuitously in case of emergency. 

(5) This chapter does not prohibit the selling of veterinary remedies and instruments by a registered 

pharmacist at !.is the pharmacist's regular place of business. 

(6) This chapter does not prohibit an employee of a licensed veterinarian from performing activities 

determined by board rule to be acceptable, when performed under the supervision of the employing 

veterinarian. 

(7) This chapter does not prohibit an employee of a licensed veterinarian from rendering care for 

that veterinarian's animal patients in cases of emergency. Permissible emergency employee activities under 

this subsection include activities determined by board rule to be acceptable but do not include the 

performance of surgery or the rendering of diagnoses." 

Section 2. Section 37-18-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

~
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1 "37-18-202. Powers of board and department -- examinations. ( 1) The board may adopt rules and 

2 orders necessary for the performance of its duties, including but not limited to: 

3 (a) prei,cribing of forms for application for examination and license; ~ 

4 (bl preparation of examinations; and 

5 (c) clarifying the use of support personnel and the provision of emergency services. 

6 (2) The department shall, subject to 37-1-101, supervise the examination of applicants for license 

7 to practice veterinary medicine, obtain the services of professional examination agencies instead of its own 

8 preparation of examinations, and grant and revoke licenses." 

9 -END-
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2 

3 

SENATE BILL NO. 101 

INTRODUCED BY BECK 

SB0101.01 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
BUSINESS & INDUSTRY 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN VETERINARY MEDICAL STUDENTS 

5 WHO WORK UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED VETERINARIAN ARE EXEMPT FROM 

6 VETERINARY LICENSURE; ALLOWING AN EMPLOYEE OF A LICENSED VETERINARIAN TO PERFORM 

7 CERTAIN VETERINARY FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING EMERGENCY SERVICES, AS DETERMINED BY RULE OF 

8 THE BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-18-104 AND 37-18-202, MCA." 

9 

10 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

11 A statement of intent is required for this bill because 37-18-104(6) and (7) and 37-18-202( 1 )(cl 

1 2 grant authority to the board of veterinary medicine to adopt rules regarding the limited exemption of certain 

1 3 veterinary support personnel from the practice of veterinary medicine. It is intended that the board be 

14 allowed to define by rule the scope of treatments that support personnel may render when working under 

15 the supervision of a veterinarian. It is also intended that, in its discretion, the board be allowed to further 

16 define situations that constitute emergencies during which support personnel may provide limited care to 

17 a veterinarian's animal patients. 

18 

19 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

20 

21 Section 1. Section 37-18-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "37-18-104. Exemptions -- rules. (1) This chapter does not apply to: 

23 (al veterinarians in the performance of their official duties, either civil or military, in the service of 

24 the United States unless they engage in the practice of veterinary medicine in a private capacity; 

25 (bl laboratory technicians and veterinary research workers, as distinguished from veterinarians, in 

26 the employ of this state or the United States and engaged in labors in laboratories under the direct 

27 supervision of the board of livestock, Montana state university-Bozeman, or the United States; 

28 (cl lawfully qualified veterinarians from other states or a foreign country meeting legally licensed 

29 and registered Montana veterinarians in this state in consultation; 

30 (d) a veterinarian residing on a border of a neighboring state and authorized under the laws t"1ereef 
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of that state to practice veterinary medicine t"1erniA, who is actually called to attend cases in this state but 

2 who does not open an office or appoint a place to meet patients or receive calls in this state, if veterinarians 

3 licensed and registered in this state are extended a like privilege to engage in the practice of veterinary 

4 medicine to the same extent in the neighboring state; 

5 (e) the employment as aosistaAts te ,eteFiAaFiaAs lieeAsed aAd ,e11isteFeEl l:lAEleF t"1is e"1apter of 

6 veterinary medical students who have successfully completed 3 years of the professional curriculum in 

7 veterinary medicine at a college having educational standards equal to those approved by the American 

8 veterinary medical association aAd al:lt"1erii!eEl lly law te eeAfer Elegrnes, if the students are employed by 

9 and work under the immediate supervision of a veterinarian licensed and registered under this chapter; or 

1 o (fl a person advising with respect to or performing acts that the board defines by rule as accepted 

11 livestock management practices. 

12 (2) The operations known and designated as castrating or dehorning of cattle, sheep, horses, and 

13 swine are not the practice of veterinary medicine within the meaning of this chapter. 

14 (3) tt¼I- Nonsurgical embryo transfers in bovines may be performed7 under the supervision of a 

1 5 veterinarian licensed and residing in Montana, 1111 iREli•,iEll:lale w"1o attest te t"1e llearEl t"1at t"1ev pessess a 

1 6 eoFRbinatieA at 3 ')1eaFs' e&uoalien, e>tperionee, anel trainiAg in t~at J3Feeeehue. 

1 7 (Ill !;uefflptieA l:lAEleF sl:lllseetieA (3l(al FOFflaiRs iR effeet l:lAtil testiRg aAEl ee,tifieatieA pFoeeEll:lFes, 

18 ae EleteFFfliAeEl 11•1 beaFEl Fl:lle, aFe implofflBAteEl BA er lleforn Jl:ll'J' 1, 1 QQ1. At a minimum, board rules 

19 regarding nonsurgical embryo transfers in bovines must address: 

20 ffi.@l minimum education requirements; 

21 Will minimum requirements of practical experience; 

22 f+i#i£1 continuing education requirements; 

23 #Y+J.Ql limitations on practices and procedures that may be performed by certified individuals; 

24 Mifil the use of specific drugs necessary for safe and proper practice of certified procedures; 

25 w+till content and administration of the certification test, including written and practical testing; 

26 f¥ff+J.9l application and reexamination procedures; and 

27 t'<'i+itihl conduct of certified individuals, including rules for suspension, revocation, and denial of 

28 certificationt--aM 

29 (iH) estaBlisf:IFAent ef 9A ach-ieory BOITlFRitt8e. Tt=le oeFRR:iittee1 

30 U\I F'Al:lSt B8ABi9t Bf! 
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l ill oAo FAeFAl:lor of the eearB whe is a 'FeteriAariaA; 

2 (II) SAO FAOFABOF of tho MeAtaAa state UAi·torsity BBlBFAaA FOJ'IF8Bl:JOti~·e 1'lhysiele1n BBJ'laFtFAeAt; 

3 (Ill) OA0 FA0FAB0F FOJ'IF05BAtiAg tho MoRtaAa stoakgrowors assooiatiOR aAiFAal health OOFArnittee; 

4 (IV) ORO FA0FABOF FOJ'IFOSOAtiRg tho MoRtaRa .... ,aolgrowors assooiatioA; 

5 (V) ORO FOJ'IFOBl:JOti>to SJ'leeiBlist with J'IFBOtioBI ellJ'lerieRBB iR OffiBF'1'0 IFBRSfers; BAB 

6 (VI) B vetoriRBriBR 'NAB is a FABFAeer ef tRe AFAerioBA eollo!jo of tReriegeAole!jists; 

7 (Bl SRall FAal10 F868FAFA8ABBtieR5 re!jBFBiAg tRe testiAg aAB eertifieatioA J'IFOOOBl:Jres. The 60FAFAittee 

8 FAB1f not aBOJ'lt HJIBS. 

9 (C) iA eeeperatieA v,itt-1 tl=le Beare, shall eonS1:1et a stt:1S1f of tRe J:lraetioe ef DeviAe fJF0QRane1; testiAg 

l O aAB ovine J'IFB!jnane·t testing .,..,ith the use ef ultraso1mB 011uiJ'IFAeAt. The stue'( FAUS! ineli:1Be eut is Rat 

11 liFAiteB te: 

12 m feBerBI laws !lO'teming the J'!Faotiee of J'IFB!jnaney tostiAg; 

13 (II) eBueatieR BAB 011j;1erienee reeiuireFAents fer the flFBBtiee ef j;!FegnaAey testin!l; anB 

14 (Ill) 13regAaA8',' testiRQ l:l;· ABn¥eteriAariBAS. 

15 I EJI terFAiRates Jul¥ 1, 1 QQ1. 

16 14) This chapter does not prohibit a person from caring for and treating Ai& the person's own farm 

17 animals or being assisted in this treatment by Ai& the person's full-time employees, as defined in 2-18-601, 

18 employed in the conduct of Ai& the person's business or by other persons whose services are rendered 

19 gratuitously in case of emergency. 

20 15) This chapter does not prohibit the selling of veterinary remedies and instruments by a registered 

21 pharmacist at Ai& the pharmacist's regular place of business. 

22 (6) This chapter does not prohibit an employee of a licensed veterinarian from performing activities 

23 determined by board rule to be acceptable, when performed under the supervision of the employing 

24 veterinarian. 

25 (7) This chapter does not prohibit an employee of a licensed veterinarian from rendering care for 

26 that veterinarian's animal patients in cases of emergency. Permissible emergency employee activities under 

27 this subsection include activities determined by board rule to be acceptable but do not include the 

28 performance of surgery or the rendering of diagnoses.• 

29 

30 Section 2. Section 37-18-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

- 3 - SB 101 



55th Legislature S80101.01 

1 "37-18-202. Powers of board and department·· examinations. ( 1) The board may adopt rules and 

2 orders necessary for the performance of its duties, including but not limited to: 

3 (al prescribing of forms for application for examination and license; af\e 

4 (bl preparation of examinations; and 

5 (cl clarifying the use of support personnel and the provision of emergency services. 

6 (2) The department shall, subject to 37-1-101, supervise the examination of applicants for license 

. 7 to practice veterinary medicine, obtain the services of professional examination agencies instead of its own 

8 preparation of examinations, and grant and revoke licenses." 

9 -END-
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2 

3 

SB0101.01 

SENATE BILL NO. 101 

INTRODUCED BY BECK 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN VETERINARY MEDICAL STUDENTS 

5 WHO WORK UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED VETERINARIAN ARE EXEMPT FROM 

6 VETERINARY LICENSURE; ALLOWING AN EMPLOYEE OF A LICENSED VETERINARIAN TO PERFORM 

7 CERTAIN VETERINARY FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING EMERGENCY SERVICES, AS DETERMINED BY RULE OF 

8 THE BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-18-104 AND 37-18-202, MCA." 

9 

10 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

11 A statement of intent is required for this bill because 37-18-104(61 and (7) and 37-18-202(1 Hcl 

12 grant authority to the board of veterinary medicine to adopt rules regarding the limited exemption of certain 

1 3 veterinary support personnel from the practic& of veterinary medicine. It is intended that the board be 

14 allowed to define by rule the scope of treatments that support personnel may render when working under 

15 the supervision of a veterinarian. It is also intended that, in its discretion, the board be allowed to further 

16 define situations that constitute emergencies during which support personnel may provide limited care to 

17 a veterinarian's animal patients. 

18 

19 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

20 

21 Section 1. Section 37-18-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "37-18-104. Exemptions -- rules. (11 This chapter does not apply to: 

23 (a) veterinarians in the performance of their official duties, either civil or military, in the service of 

24 the United States unless they engage in the practice of veterinary medicine in a private capacity; 

25 (bl laboratory technicians and veterinary research workers, as distinguished from veterinarians, in 

26 the employ of this state or the United States and engaged in labors in laboratories under the direct 

27 supervision of the board of livestock, Montana state university-Bozeman, or the United States; 

28 (cl lawfully qualified veterinarians from other states or a foreign country meeting legally licensed 

29 and registered Montana veterinarians in this state in consultation; 

30 (dl a veterinarian residing on a border of a neighboring state and authorized under the laws fl=lereef 
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1 of that state to practice veterinary medicine thoFeiA, who is actually called to attend cases in this state but 

2 who does not open an office or appoint a place to meet patients or receive calls in this state, if veterinarians 

3 licensed and registered in this state are extended a like privilege to engage in the practice of veterinary 

4 medicine to the same extent in the neighboring state; 

s (e) the employment ao aasi&MAts te voteFiAoFiaAs lieeAseEI aAEI registoreEI uAEler this sha!)teF of 

6 veterinary medical students who have successfully completed 3 years of the professional curriculum in 

7 veterinary medicine at a college having educational standards equal to those approved by the American 

8 veterinary medical association anEI a1::1therii!eEI b~• law ta eeA#er Elegraee, if tho students are employed by 

9 and work under the immediate supervision of a veterinarian licensed and registered under this chapter; or 

1 O (fl a person advising with respect to or performing acts that the board defines by rule as accepted 

11 livestock management practices. 

12 (2) The operations known and designated as castrating or dehorning of cattle, sheep, horses, and 

13 swine are not the practice of veterinary medicine within tho meaning of this chapter. 

14 (3} ~ Nonsurgical embryo transfers in bovines may be performed,, under tho supervision of a 

15 veterinarian licensed and residing in Montana, by iAEliYiEl1::1ala whe attest ta the beerEI 01at tho•,· !)ossess a 

16 ee,..'1inatien ef a 1,reara' e&weation, eKporieRee, aR~ trOiniAg in tt:lat p,eee&ure, 

17 (b~ iHeFRptieA t:JAdor e1::1booetien (31faJ refflains in effeet UAtil testing anEI eertitieatien 13reeeeiures, 

18 aa Elet&Ffl"liAeEI b'( bearEI r1::1le, are iFl'l11leFl'leAtoEI OR er be#ere d1::1l\1 1, 1991. At a minimum, board rules 

19 regarding nonsurgical embryo transfers in bovines must address: 

20 ~!!l minimum education requirements; 

21 {i+l,ilu minimum requirements of practical experience; 

22 #iiH£l. continuing education requirements; 

23 #v+.{g}. limitatlons on practices and procedures that may be performed by certified individuals; 

24 M.(§1 the use of specific drugs necessary for safe and proper practice of certified procedures; 

25 ~ content and administration of the certification test, including written and practical testing; 

26 ~!91 application and reexamination procedures; and 

27 tvii+l-itll conduct of certified individuals, including rules for suspension, revocation, and denial of 

28 certificationt-eAd 

29 fhd eetaBliohFRBAI ef an a8uieer1 09fflff-liff0e. The eoFRn:1i~eo1 

30 (A) FR~&t eonaiat et1 
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(0 aAO FAeA=tBer ef tRe BoaFS wFle is a >wtotoriAariaR; 

2 (IIJ eRo ~aR=ther ef tFle MontaAe state 1:1Ai 1,ersity 8ei!e11=taA reproduetive J:)h;ssielegi,« 8opartment; 

3 {Ill) eAe FROn:tbor reJ3resenting tRe Montana steellgre,vers asseeiatien aniFAal Roalth eeFAR=iittee; 

4 (IV) ene R1eA18er repreoontiRg the ~4entana •neelgrev,ers ilsseeia:t:ien; 

5 (V) ene FBJ:HB8uotiYo sJ3eeialist witR J3raotieal eMperienoo in ORlBrye Hanofors; an8 

6 (VU a .,,etorinariaA ..-.1he is a ffiOff'tbor of the AFRerioan eellego af thoriegenolegists; 

7 !81 oi:lall R'lake FeeeR'IR'leAeatieAs regareiAQ ti:le testiAQ aAe eeFtiiisatieA J;1Feeea1:1Fes. Ti:le eeR'IR'littee 

8 may not a8opt ruleo, 

9 fC) in eeeperatioR witR the Board, eRall oonfjuet a studv ef the JJF&otiee ef l:lat,ine pregnanov testing 

1 O ans e•,ino progR&RO'/ teetiAg v,itR tRe ~ea ef 1::1ltraoe1.1ne equif)ment, Tho et1:1d>t ~uet iRolude 8ut is net 

11 liR'litea te; 

12 Ul teeeral la..-.,s ge•,1erRing the praotiee ef f:)regnARev testiAg; 

13 un o&uoatieR aRd eMperieAoe ret:1uireFR0Rts fer the praetiee ef pregnanoy testing; an& 

14 1111) pregnano•1 toeting by neR,1eterinarian~, 

15 (QI terR'liAatee .l1:1ly 1, 1991. 

16 (4} This chapter does not prohibit a person from caring for and treating M the person's own farm 

17 animals or being assisted in this treatment by flie the person's full-time employees, as defined in 2-18-601, 

18 employed in the conduct of M the person's business or by other persons whose services are rendered 

19 gratuitously in case of emergency. 

20 (5) This chapter does not prohibit the selling of veterinary remedies and instruments by a registered 

21 pharmacist at flie the pharmacist's regular place of business. 

22 (6) This chapter does not prohibit an employee of a licensed veterinarian from performing activities 

23 determined by board rule to be acceptable. when performed under the supervision of the employing 

24 veterinarian. 

25 (71 This chapter does not prohibit an employee of a licensed veterinarian from rendering care for 

26 that veterinarian's animal patients in cases of emergency. Permissible emergency employee activities under 

27 this subsection include activities determined by board rule to be acceptable but do not include the 

28 performance of surgery or the rendering of diagnoses.• 

29 

30 Section 2. Section 37-18-202, MCA, is amended to read: 
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1 "37• 18-202. Powers of board and department•· examinations. 11) The board may adopt rules and 

2 orders necessary for the performance of its duties, including but not limited to: 

3 (a) pre!t<:ribing of forms for application for examination and license; ·Me 

4 (bl preparation of examinations: and 

5 (c) clarifying the use of support personnel and the provision of emergency services. 

6 (21 The department shall, subject to 37-1-101, supervise the examination of applicants for license 

7 to practice veterinary medicine, obtain the services of professional examination agencies instead of its own 

8 preparation of examinations, and grant and revoke licenses." 

9 -END• 
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5 5th Legislature 

2 

3 

SENATE BILL NO. 101 

INTRODUCED BY BECK 

S80101 .01 

2\PPROVED BY COM CN 
AGRICULTURE 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN VETERINARY MEDICAL STUDENTS 

5 WHO WORK UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED VETERINARIAN ARE EXEMPT FROM 

6 VETERINARY LICENSURE; ALLOWING AN EMPLOYEE OF A LICENSED VETERINARIAN TO PERFORM 

7 CERTAIN VETERINARY FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING EMERGENCY SERVICES, AS DETERMINED BY RULE OF 

8 THE BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-18-104 AND 37-18-202, MCA." 

9 

10 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

11 A statement of intent is required for this bill because 37-18-104(61 and (7) and 37-18-202(1 l(c) 

12 grant authority to the board of veterinary medicine to adopt rules regarding the limited exemption of certain 

13 veterinary support personnel from the practice of veterinary medicine. It ls intended that the board be 

14 allowed to define by rule the scope of treatments that support personnel may render when working under 

15 the supervision of a veterinarian. It is also intended that, in its discretion, the board be allowed to further 

16 define situations that constitute emergencies during which support personnel may provide limited cara to 

17 a veterinarian's animal patients. 

1B 

19 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

20 

21 Section 1. Section 37-18-104, MCA, is amended to reed: 

22 "37-18-104. Exemption■ •· rulN. (1) This chapter does not apply to: 

23 lal veterinarians in the performance of their official duties, either civil or military, in the service of 

24 the United States unless they engage in the practice of veterinary medicine in a private capacity; 

25 (bl laboratory technicians and veterinary research workers, as distinguished from veterinarians, in 

26 the employ of this state or the United States and engaged in labors in laboratories under the direct 

27 supervision of the board of livestock, Montana state university-Bozeman, or the United States: 

28 (c) lawfully qualified veterinarians from other states or a foreign country meeting legally licensed 

29 and registered Montana veterinarians in this state in consultation; 

30 (d) a veterinarian residing on a border of a neighboring state and authorized under the laws !t:lereof 
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of that state to practice veterinary medicine !i:lBFeiFI, who is actually called to attend cases in this state but 

2 who does not open an office or appoint a place to meet patients or receive calls in this state, if veterinarians 

3 licensed and registered in this state are extended a like privilege to engage in the practice of veterinary 

4 medicine to the same extent in the neighboring state; 

5 (el the employment ae aeei&UMs to 11eteriF1arial'1s liaeFl&ad aF1e ,sgistoroe 1:11'1der tt:11s ola1a13ter of 

6 veterinary medical students who have successfully completed 3 years of the professional curriculum 1n 

7 veterinary medicine at a college having educational standards equal to those approved by the American 

8 veterinary medical association aAd al,lti:leri~ed av law te eoF1ter eegreoa, if the students are employed by 

9 and work under the immediate supervision of a veterinarian licensed and registered under this chapter; or 

1 o (fl a person advising with respect to or performing acts that the board defines by rule as accepted 

1 1 livestock management practices. 

1 2 (2) The operations known and designated as castrating or dehorning of cattle, sheep, horses, and 

13 swine are not the practice of veterinary medicine within the meaning of this chapter. 

14 (3) +a+ Nonsurgical embryo transfers in bovines may be performe~ under the supervision of a 

15 veterinarian licensed and residing in Montana, av iAdiYidwale wl:le affaat ta tl:le aeard tl:let tAe',' 13955ess a 

16 oeMl9inatien ef 3 vaara' e"uaatieA, aH,aeriaAee, ani lraiRing in 1Aat praee1h11r1, 

17 !lit Enenat,atiaA UA_.a, awlaaeotien f3Ha~ reffl!aiAs iA aUaat 1=1ntil 1eetiRI and eoni#ieatioA i:,rooeSuros, 

18 ae daterffliAeEI II•; aaa,EI Fl,lle, are il"Alll&l"AeAtaEI OR or aetere Jl,ll'f' 1, 1991. At a minimum, board rules 

19 regarding nonsurgical embryo transfers in bovines must addres■: 

20 ~ minimum education requirements; 

21 ~ minimum requirements of practical experience; 

22 ~ continuing education requirements; 

23 ~ limitations on practices and procedures that may be performed by certified individuals; 

24 M{ti the use of specific drugs necessary for safe and proper practice of certified procedures; 

25 Mill content and administration of the certification test, including written and practical testing; 

26 ~ application and rffxamination procedures: m 
27 ~. conduct of certified individuals, including rules for suspension, revocation, and denial of 

2 8 cartificationt--BA4 

29 Hnt a11aBli8~fA8AI af IA aiYiaerv 88MFF1if1eia. Tl:ile 88FRFRiRB81 

30 
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(0 one FAeFRBor af the Boars ,.-.,he is a 1,oioriRarian; 

2 [Ill or::io r:neFRBer af tlie ~en1ana state t:.1ni,areity 8ozoR=ian reproeh:Jetive ~h•,,sielegy ete~artment: 

3 /Ill) ar:1e FROff'.lber ropresentin@I tl=le P.4oAtaAa steel~gro,.••ore aesooiatioR aF11FAal healtR eoFAR11ttoe: 

4 (IV) a Re FA0A1Ber ropro&oAtiRg tho ~~entana •Noolsrev. ere aaeeeiationi 

5 p,q ORO re13reetueti 1w'8 si=,aoialist Nitt=I 13rae1ieal O*J:JOrienee iA OFF18r~•e transfers; anel 

6 PJH a ¥eleriAarian t.«dio is a ~oFRber sf tl:lo AR=leriean oelle9e of tRe,iegonelegiets; 

7 /iJ sRaJI ,:piako reoefflFASAdatieAG ,•esarSing the tee1ing ans eertifieatior=t J:)reoeeh:,res. The oor=t=1m·ttoe 

8 ffi81f not aBept Fl:IIBO, 

9 lC~ iA oee~era1ieA ,vitR Iha Bea,d, sRall oenduot a etua•,• of tRe praetiee ef Be'l1ine J:JregnaAe~, toctiAg 

1 1 lif'flliteEI tel 

, 2 OJ feSeral la,.,,e ge•.,erAiAg the praefiee ef ,r1rogAanev testing; 

13 l lU e~ueetien an~ eM'9arianae ret;1uireA'leRts Jar tho ~,aatioe ef 11regnanev tooting; and 

15 IQI teFFflliAetea .l1:1ly 1, 1991, 

16 (41 This chapter does not prohibit a person from caring for and treating Ale the person's own farm 

17 animals or being assisted in this treatment by Aie the person's full-time employees, as defined in 2-1 8-601, 

18 employed in the conduct of Aie the person's business or by other persons whose services are rendered 

19 gratuitously in case of emergency. 

20 t 51 This chapter does not prohibit the selling of veterinary remedies and instruments by a registered 

21 pharmacist at lolie the pharmacist's regular place of business. 

22 (6) This chapter does not prohibit an employee of a licensed veterinarian from performing activities 

23 determined by board rule to be acceptable. when performed under the supervision of the employing 

24 veterinarian. 

25 (71 This chapter do11 not prohibit an employee of a licensed veterinarian from rendering care for 

26 that veterinarian's animal patients in cases of emergency. Permissible emergency employee activities under 

27 this subsection include activities determined by board rule to be acceptable but do not include the 

28 performance of surgery or the rendering of diagnoses.· 

29 

30 Section 2. Section 37-18-202, MCA, is amended to reed: 
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• 37-18-202. Powers of board and department ·· uaminations. ( 1) The board may adopt rules and 

2 orders necessary for the performance of its duties, including but not limited to: 

3 (al ores-crrbing of forms for application for examination and license; aAe 

4 1 bl preparation of examinations: and 

5 (c) clarifying the use of support personnel and the provision of emergency services. 

6 ( 2) The department shall, subject to 37-1-101, supervise the examination of applicants tor license 

7 to practice veterinary medicine, obtain the services of professional examination agencies instead of its own 

8 preparation of examinations, and grant and revoke licenses.• 

9 -END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 101 

INTRODUCED BY BECK 

SB0101.01 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN VETERINARY MEDICAL STUDENTS 

5 WHO WORK UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED VETERINARIAN ARE EXEMPT FROM 

6 VETERINARY LICENSURE; ALLOWING AN EMPLOYEE OF A LICENSED VETERINARIAN TO PERFORM 

7 CERTAIN VETERINARY FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING EMERGENCY SERVICES, AS DETERMINED BY RULE OF 

8 THE BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-18-104 AND 37-18-202, MCA." 

9 

10 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

11 A statement of intent is required for this bill because 37-18-104(6) and (7) and 37-18-202( l)(c) 

12 grant authority to the board of veterinary medicine to adopt rules regarding the limited exemption of certain 

13 veterinary support personnel from the practice of veterinary medicine. It is intended that the board be 

14 allowed to define by rule the scope of treatments that support personnel may render when working under 

15 the supervision of a veterinarian. It is also intended that, in its discretion, the board be allowed to further 

16 define situations that constitute emergencies during which support personnel may provide limited care to 

17 a veterinarian's animal patients. 

18 

19 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

20 

21 Section 1. Section 37-18-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "37-18-104. Exemptions -- rules. (1) This chapter does not apply to: 

23 (a) veterinarians in the performance of their official duties, either civil or military, in the service of 

24 the United States unless they engage in the practice of veterinary medicine in a private capacity; 

25 (b) laboratory technicians and veterinary research workers, as distinguished from veterinarians, in 

26 the employ of this state or the United States and engaged in labors in laboratories under the direct 

27 supervision of the board of livestock, Montana state university-Bozeman, or the United States; 

28 (c) lawfully qualified veterinarians from other states or a foreign country meeting legally licensed 

29 and registered Montana veterinarians in this state in consultation; 

30 (d) a veterinarian residing on a border of a neighboring state and authorized under the laws thereat 
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of that state to practice veterinary medicine therein, who is actually called to attend cases in this state but 

2 who does not open an office or appoint a place to meet patients or receive calls in this state, if veterinarians 

3 licensed and registered in this state are extended a like privilege to engage in the practice of veterinary 

4 medicine to the same extent in the neighboring state; 

5 (e) the employment as assistants to veterinarians lioonsos ans rogistoros unaor this ohaptor of 

6 veterinary medical students who have successfully completed 3 years of the professional curriculum in 

7 veterinary medicine at a college having educational standards equal to those approved by the American 

8 veterinary medical association ana authorizes B'( law to oanfar sagroos, if the students are employed by 

9 and work under the immediate supervision of a veterinarian licensed and registered under this chapter; or 

1 0 (f) a person advising with respect to or performing acts that the board defines by rule as accepted 

11 livestock management practices. 

12 (2) The operations known and designated as castrating or dehorning of cattle, sheep, horses, and 

13 swine are not the practice of veterinary medicine within the meaning of this chapter. 

14 (3) tat Nonsurgical embryo transfers in bovines may be performed, under the supervision of a 

15 veterinarian licensed and residing in Montana, sy insiYisuals who attest to tho soars that they possess a 

16 soFRsination of 3 years' osuoation, e11porienoo, ana training in that proooa1,1ro. 

17 (ll) 1!110FRptian unaer sussestian (3)(a) reFRains in effest until testin!j ana oertifisation prososures, 

18 as seterFRines sy soars rule, are iFRploFRentea on or sefsro July 1, 1991. At a minimum, board rules 

19 regarding nonsurgical embryo transfers in bovines must address: 

20 ti+J.fil minimum education requirements; 

21 tii+J.Ql minimum requirements of practical experience; 

22 tiiit.lQJ. continuing education requirements; 

23 ti-v+.{Ql limitations on practices and procedures that may be performed by certified individuals; 

24 -(-v+.{_!tl the use of specific drugs necessary for safe and proper practice of certified procedures; 

25 Mill content and administration of the certification test, including written and practical testing; 

26 -(..<iifi.9.J. application and reexamination procedures; and 

27 +v-iii+ib.l conduct of certified individuals, including rules for suspension, revocation, and denial of 

28 certification;-an4 

29 li11) ostaslishmont of an aavisory sommittoe. Tho sommittoe; 

30 I A) m1,1st sonsist of: 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

{I) one momsar of the trnars who is a veterinarian; 

{Ill one memser of the Montana state LJni11orsity Qozeman reprosLJstive physiolo9y sopartmont; 

{Ill) one R1eR1ser reprosentin9 tho P4ontana stook9ra,..,ors assosiation animal health GOR1R1ittee; 

(IV) eno R1eR1ser reprosontin9 tho Montana wool9rowers aswsiation; 

(V) eno repr0Eh,rnti110 speoialist with praotioal experionse in 0R1sryo transfers; and 

{VI) a 1,eterinarian "'he is a R1omsor of the Amorioan oolle90 of therio9enolo9ists; 

(tl) shall R1ake r0OOR1R10nsatiens r09arsin9 tho tostin9 ans sertifisation prosedLJres. The oommittoo 

R1a~• not as opt rLJles. 

(C) in oooparation with tho soars, shall oondLJot a sway of tho praotiso of eovino pro9nano~1 tosting 

anEI o¥ino pro9nansy testin9 with the LJso of LJltrasoLJnd OEJLJipR1ont. Tho stLJdy FAUst insluae BLJt is not 

liFAitad to: 

(I) feaeral laws g011ernin9 the prastiso ef pra§nansy tostin9; 

(II) esuoation and exporionso roEJuiroFAonts for the prastise ef pr09nansy t0stin9; and 

{Ill) pr09nano1, tostin9 ey nen¥otorinarians. 

{i;}) tOFR1inatOG Jul',' 1, 1 QQ1. 

(4) This chapter does not prohibit a person from caring for and treating l:\i5 the person's own farm 

animals or being assisted in this treatment by l:\i5 the person's full-time employees, as defined in 2-18-601, 

employed in the conduct of l:\i5 the person's business or by other persons whose services are rendered 

gratuitously in case of emergency. 

(5) This chapter does not prohibit the selling of veterinary remedies and instruments by a registered 

pharmacist at l:\i5 the pharmacist's regular place of business. 

(6) This chapter does not prohibit an employee of a licensed veterinarian from performing activities 

determined by board rule to be acceptable, when performed under the supervision of the employing 

veterinarian. 

(7) This chapter does not prohibit an employee of a licensed veterinarian from rendering care for 

that veterinarian's animal patients in cases of emergency. Permissible emergency employee activities under 

this subsection include activities determined by board rule to be acceptable but do not include the 

performance of surgery or the rendering of diagnoses." 

Section 2. Section 37-18-202, MCA, is amended to read: 
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1 "37-18-202. Powers of board and department·· examinations. ( 1) The board may adopt rules and 

2 orders necessary tor the performance of its duties, including but not limited to: 

3 (a) prescribing of forms for application for examination and license; .iREI 

4 (b) preparation of examinations: and 

5 (c) clarifying the use of support personnel and the provision of emergency services. 

6 (2) The department shall, subject to 37-1-101, supervise the examination of applicants for license 

7 to practice veterinary medicine, obtain the services of professional examination agencies instead of its own 

8 preparation of examinations, and grant and revoke licenses." 

9 -END-
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