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SENATE BILL NO. 76
INTRODUCED BY DEVLIN
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING COMMITTEES
AND ARGUMENTS FOR BALLOT ISSUES; PROVIDING FOR FILLING VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES;
REVISING THE DEADLINES FOR APPOINTING COMMITTEES; REVISING THE LENGTH AND FORMAT OF
ARGUMENTS AND REBUTTALS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-402, 13-27-403, 13-27-406, AND
13-27-407, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."
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11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE CF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

12
13 Section 1. Section 13-27-402, MCA, is amended to read:
14 "13-27-402. Committees to prepare arguments for and against ballot issues. {1) The arguments

15 advocating approval or rejection of the ballot issue and rebuttal arguments shall must be submitted to the

16  secretary of state by committees appointed as provided in this section.

17 (2) The tellewing committees shall must be composed of;
18 {a) one senator known to favor the measure, appointed by the president of the senate;
19 (b) one representative known to favor the measure, appointed by the speaker of the house of

20 representatives; and

21 {c) one individual who need naot be a member of the legisiature, appointed by the first two members
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23 ta}{i) the committee advacating approval of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional
24 amendment proposed by the legislature; or

25 i} the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people by referendum petition.
26 (3} {(a] The committee advocating rejectionv of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional

27  amendment proposed by the legislature sha#t must be composed of;

28 {i} one senator appointed by the president of the senate;

29 {ii} one representative appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives; and

30 liii} one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two
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members.

{b) Whenever possible, the members shat must be known to have oppgsed the issue.

{4) The following shal must be three-member committees and skall must be appointed by the
persan submitting the petition to the secretary of state under the provisions of 13-27-202:

{a) the committee advocating approval of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition;
and

(b} the committee advocating rejection of any ballot issue that is a legistative act referred to the

. people by referendum petition.

{6} A committee advocating rejection of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition
shall must be composed of five members. The governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and
speaker of the house of representatives shall each appoint one member, and the fifth member shall must
be appointed by the first four members. All members skall must be known to favor rejection of the issue.

(6) Ne A person may not be required to serve on any committee under this section, and the person
making an appointment must have written accepiance of appointment from the appointee. If an

appeintment is not made by the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill

the vacancy by unanimous written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments.”

Section 2. Section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-403. Appointment to committee. (1} Except as provided in subsection (2}, appointments
to committees advocating approval or rejection of an act referred to the people, a constitutional amendment
proposed by the legisiature, or a ballot measure referred to the people by referendum petition or proposed

by any type of initiative petition shald must be made no later than 6-mrenths-before-the-electionat-whieh

1 _week prior to the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue wilkbe-veted-on-by-the-peopie under
13-27-406. '

{2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or rejection of a ballot measure referred to
the people by referendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative petition thatis-approvedtess-than
F-months-before—the-sleation-at-which-the-ballotissue-willbe-veted-on-by-the-peeple-shall must be made
no later than 30-days-aHerthe-reasure-is-approved-for-ciroutation-by-the-seeretary-of state 1_week before

the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue under 13-27-406. All persans responsible for appointing

members to the committee shall submit to the secretary of state the names and addresses of the appointees
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no later than the date set by this subsection. Bweh The submission must include the written acceptance

of appointment from each appointee required by section 13-27-402(6). |f an appointment is_not made by

the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill the vacancy by unanimous

written consent up until the deadtine for filing the arguments,

{3} Al appointees to a committee pursuant to subsection (1) or (2) must be notified by the

secretary of state by certified mail, with return receipt requested, no later than 5 days after the deadline

set for appaintment of committee members, of the deadiines for submission of the committee’s arguments.

Section 3. Section 13-27-406, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-406. Limitation on length of argument -- time of filing. An argument advocating approval

or rejection of a ballot issue is limited to B30-werds a single 7 1/2-inch by 10-inch page and must be filed,

in ypowrtten-form a black-and-white, camera-ready format, with the secretary of state no later than 105

days before the election at which the issue will be voted on by the people. A majority of the committee
responsible for preparation shall approve and sign each argument filed. Separate signed letters of approval
of an argument may be filed with the secretary of state by members of a committee if necessary to meet

the filing deadline.”

Section 4. Section 13-27-407, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-407. Rebuttal arguments. The secretary of state shall provide copies of the arguments
advocating approval or rejection of a baliot issue to the members of the adversary committee no later than
1 day following the filing of both the approval and rejection arguments for the issue ir—his—etfice. The

committees may prepafe rebuttal arguments no longer than 2606-werds one-half the size of the arguments
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under 13-27-406 that shall must be filed, in typewsittentorm in_a black-and-white, camera-ready format,

with the secretary of state no later than 10 days after the deadline for filing the original arguments.
Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be confined to the subject matter raised in the argument being
rebutted. The rebﬁttal argument sha#t must be approved and signed by a majority of the committee
responsible for its preparation. Separate signed letters of approval may be submitted in the same manner

as for the original arguments."”

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act] is effective on paséage and approvai.

-END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note for SB0076, as introduced

DESCRIPTION OF PROQPOSED LEGISLATION:

An act generally revising the laws governing committees and arguments for ballot issues;
providing for filling wvacancies on committees; revising the deadlines for appointing
committees; revising the length and format of arguments and rebuttals.

ASSUMPTIONS:
1. The Office of the Secretary of State does not anticipate a fiscal impact from SB76.

FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no estimated fiscal impact to state government.

Qow- 1-9-97 | %/iq £ (=10~ 77

DAVE LEWIS, ‘BUDGET DIRECTCR DATE GERRY DEVLIN, SPCONSOR DATE

Office of Budget and Program Planning
Fiscal Note for SB0076, as introduced
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SENATE BILL NO. 76
INTRODUCED BY DEVLIN
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY QF STATE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING COMMITTEES
AND ARGUMENTS FOR BALLOT ISSUES; PROVIDING FOR FILLING VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES:
REVISING THE DEADLINES FOR APPOINTING COMMITTEES; REVISING THE LENGTH AND FORMAT OF
ARGUMENTS AND REBUTTALS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-402, 13-27-403, 13-27-406, AND
13-27-407, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 13-27-402, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-402. Committees to prepare arguments for and against ballot issues. {1} The arguments
advocating approval or rejection of the ballot issue and rebuttal arguments skak must be submitted to the
secretary of state by committees appointed as provided in this section.

(2) The follewing committees shalt must be composed of;

{a] one senator known to favor the measure, appeointed by the president of the senate;

{b) one representative known to favor the measure, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives; and

{c) one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two members
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{aHi) the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional
amendment proposed by the legisiature; or

{Bi{ii) the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people by referendum petition.

{3} (a) The committee advocating rejection of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional
amendment proposed by the legislature shalt must be composed of:

li} one senator appointed by the president of the senate;

(i) one representative appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives; and

(iii}) one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appcinted by the first two
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members.

(b} Whenever possible, the members shall must be known to have opposed the issue.

{4) The following sha#f must be three-member committees and sha#t must be appointed by the
person submitting the petition to the secretary of state under the provisions of 13-27-202:

(a) the committee advocating approval of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition;
and

(b) the committee advocating rejection of any ballot issue that is a legislative act referred to the
people by referendum petition.

{6) A committee advocating rejection of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition
shat must be composed of five members, The governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and
speaker of the house of representatives shall each appoint one member, and the fifth member shak must
be appointed by the first four members. All members sha# must be known to favor rejection of the issue.

{61 MNe A person may not be required to serve on any committee under this section, and the person
making an appointment must have written acceptance of appeointment from the appointee. If an

appointment is not made by the required time, the committee members that have been appointed mavy fill

the vacancy by unanimous written_consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments.”

Section 2. Section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-403. Appointment to committee. {1) Except as provided in subsection {2}, appointments
to committees advocating approval or rejection of an act referred to the people, a constitutional amendment
proposed by the legislature, or a hallot measure referred to the people by referendum petition or proposed

by any type of initiative petition shalt must be made no later than 6—+nenths-beferethe-clectonat-which

1_week prior to the deadline for filing arquments on the baliot issue will-be-veted-enby-the peeple under
13-27-4086.

(2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or rejection of a ballot measure referred to
the people by referendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative petition thatis-approved-lessthan
F-menths-before-the-eloctionat-which-the-baliet-issue-willbo-veted-en-by-the-people-shall must be made
no later than 30-days-attertho-measure-is-approvod-for-cireulation-bytho-sesretary-ofstate 1 week before

the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue under 13-27-406. All persons responsibie for appainting

members to the committee shall submit to the secretary af state the names and addresses of the appointees
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no later than the date set by this subsection. &uek The submission must include the written acceptance

of appointment from each appointee required by section 13-27-402(6). If an appointment is not made by

the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill the vacancy by unanimous

written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments.

{3) AH WITHIN 5 DAYS AFTER RECEIVING NOTICE UNDER SUBSECTION (2), BUT NOT LATER

THAN 5 DAYS AFTER THE DEADLINE SET FOR_APPQINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS, THE

SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL NOTIFY THE appointees to a committee APPOINTED pursuant to subsection
(1) or (2) sustbanetified by-the seeretary-efsiate by certified mail, with return receipt requested, re-tater

of the deadlines for submission

Section 3. Section 13-27-406, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-406. Limitation on length of argument -- time of filing. An argument advocating approval
or rejection of a ballot issue is limited to 860-werds a single 7 1/2-inch by 10-inch page and must be filed,
in typawrittenferm a black-and-white, camera-ready format, with the secretary of state no later than 105
days before the election at which the issue wiil be voted on by the people. A majority of the committee
responsible for preparation shall approve and sign each argument filed. Separate signed letters of approval
of an argument may be filed with the secretary of state by members of a committee if necessary to meet

the filing deadline.”

Section 4. Section 13-27-407, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-27-407. Rebuttal arguments. The secretary of state shall provide copies of the arguments
Q.e islative
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advocating approval or rejection of a ballot issue to the members of the adversary committee no later than
1 day following the filing of both the approval and rejection arguments for the issue inhis—otfice. The

committees may prepare rebuttal arguments no longer than 268-werds one-half the size of the arguments

under 13-27-406 that shal must be filed, in #ypewritten-term in a black-and-white, camera-ready format,

with the secretary of state no later tharn 10 days after the deadline for filing the original arguments.
Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be confined to the subject matter raised in the argument being
rebutted. The rebuttal argument shall must be approved and signed by a majority of the committee
responsible for its preparation. Separate signed letters of approval may be submitted in the same manner

as for the originat arguments.”

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approvat.

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 76
INTRODUCED BY DEVLIN
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

A BILL FOR AN ACYT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING COMMITTEES
AND ARGUMENTS FOR BALLOT ISSUES; PROVIDING FOR FILLING VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES;
REVISING THE DEADLINES FOR APPOINTING COMMITTEES; REVISING THE LENGTH AND FORMAT OF
ARGUMENTS AND REBUTTALS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-402, 13-27-403, 13-27-406, AND
13-27-407, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE {T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 13-27-402, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-402, Committeas to prepare arguments for and against ballot issues. (1) The arguments
advocating approval or rejection of the ballot issue. and rebuttal arguments shal must be submitted to the
secretary of state by committees appointed as provided in this section.

{2) The follewing committees shalt must be composed of;

{a) one senator known to favor the measure, appointed by the president of the senate;

{b) one representative known to favor the measure, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives; and

{¢) one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two members
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+ta}i} the committee advocating approvai of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional
amendmaent proposed by the legislature; or

{bHii] the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people by referendum petition.

(3} (a] The committee advocating rejection of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional
amendment proposed by the legislature shaH must be composed of:

{i) one senator appointed by the president of the senate;

{ii) one representativa appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives; and

{iii) one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two
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members,

(b) Whaenever possible, the members shalt must be known to have opposed the issue.

{4) The following sha# must be three-member committees and sha# must be appointed by the
person submitting the petition to the secretary of state under the provisions of 13-27-202:

{a) the committee advocating approval of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition;
and

{b) the committee advocating rejection of any ballot issue that is a legislative act referred to the
people by referendum petition.

(5) A committee advocating rejection of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition
shalt must be composed of five members. The governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and
speaker of the house of representatives shall each appoint one member, and the fifth member shat must
be appointed by the first four members. Ali members shali must be known to favor rejection of the issue.

{6} Ne A person may not be required to serve on any committee under this section, and the person
making an appointment must have written acceptance of appointment from the appointee. If an

appointment is not made by the required time, the cornmittee members that have been appointed may fill

the vacancy by unanimous written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments.”

Section 2. Section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-403. Appointment to committee. (1} Except as provided in subsection {2), appointments
to committees advocating approval or rejection of an act referred to the people, a constitutional amendment
proposed by the legisiature, or a ballot measura referred to the people by referendum petition or proposed

by any type of initiative petition ehel must be made no later than 6-menths-before-the-election-at-which

1 week prior to the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue wil-be-voted-on-by-the-peeple under
13-27-4086.

(2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or rejection of a ballot measure referred to

the people by referendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative petition that-is-approvedtess—than

must be made

no later than 30-days-afte 0-F-ea6UEe-5-apg od-for-airetiationb G- SOEFOLH gtate 1 week before

the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue under 13-27-406. All persons responsible for appointing

members to the committee shall submit to the secretary of state the names and addresses of the appointees
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no later than the date set by this subsection. Sweh The submission must include the written acceptance

of appointment from each appointee required by section 13-27-402(6). If an appointment is not made by

the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill the vacancy by unanimous

written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments.

. (3) Ad WITHIN 5 DAYS AFTER RECEIVING NOTICE UNDER SUBSECTION (2), BUT NOT LATER

TJHAN 5 DAYS AFTER THE DEADLINE SET FOR APPQINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS, THE

SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL NOTIFY THE appointees to a committee APPQINTED pursuant to subsection
(1) or (2) must-ba-retified-by-the-secretary-of-state by certified mail, with return receipt requested, ae-tater

of the deadlines for submission

Section 3. Ssaction 13-27-406, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-406. Limitation on length of argument -- time of filing. An argument advocating approval

or rejection of a ballot issue is limited to 800-werds a single 7 1/2-inch by 10-inch page and must be filed,

in sypowsritton-form a black-and-white, camera-ready format, with the secretary of state no later than 105

days before the election at which the issue will be voted on by the people. A majority of the committee
responsible for preparation shall approve and sign each argument filed. Separate signed letters of approval
of an argument may be filed with the secretary of state by members of a committee if necessary to meet

the filing deadline."

Section 4. Section 13-27-407, MCA, is amended 1o read:

"13-27-407. Rebuttat arguments. The secretary of state shall provide copies of the arguments

Logisioive | :
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advocating approval or rejection of a bailot issue to the members of the adversary committee no later than
1 day following the filing of both the approval and rejection argumaents for the issue in—his—effiee. The

committees may prepare rebuttal arguments no longer than 260-werds one-half the size of the arguments

ynder 13-27-406 that shal must be filed, in typewrittentorm in_a black-and-white, camera-ready format,

with the secretary of state no later than 10 days after the deadline far filing the original arguments.

Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be confined to the subject matter raised in the argument being

rebutted. The rebuttal argument shalt must be approved and signed by a majority of the committee
responsible for its preparation. Separate signed letters of approval may be submitted in the same manner

as for the original arguments.”

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approvai.

-END-
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APPRCVED BY COM ON
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SENATE BILL NO. 76
INTRODUCED BY DEVLIN
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

AVBILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING COMMITTEES
AND ARGUMENTS FOR BALLOT [SSUES; PROVIDING FOR FILLING VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES;
REVISING THE DEADLINES FOR APPOINTING COMMITTEES; REVISING THE LENGTH AND FORMAT CF
ARGUMENTS AND REBUTTALS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-402, 13-27-403, 13-27-406, AND
13-27-407, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 13-27-402, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-402. Committees to prepare arguments for and against ballot issues. (1) The arguments
advocating approval or rejection of the ballot issue and rgbuttal arguments shalt must be submitted to the
sacretary of state by committees appointed as provided in this section.

{2) The felewing committees shall must be composed of;

{a) one senator known to favor the measure, appointad by the president of the senate:
{b] one representative known to favor the measure, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives; and

{c) oneindividual who need not be a member of the tegislature, appointed by the first two members
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il the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional
amendment proposed by the legislature; or

{bHii) the committes advocating approval of an act referred to the people by referendum petition.

{3) (a) The committee advocating rejection of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional
amendment proposed by the legisiature skaelt must be compoéed of:

i} one sanator appointed by the president of the senate;

{ii) one representative appointed by the speaker of the house of repraesentatives; and

{iii) one individual whe need not be a member of the legislatura, appointed by the first two
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members.

(b} Whenaver possible, the members ehaHl must be known to have opposed the issue.

(4) The following shal must be three-member committees and skall must be appointed by the

person submitting the petition to the secretary of state under the provisions of 13-27-202:

{al the committee advocating approval of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petitian;
and

(b} the committee advocating rejection of any ballot issue that is a legisiative act referred to the
people by referendum petition.

{5) A committee advocating rejection of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition
shal must be composed of five members. The governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and
speaker of the house of representativas shall each appoint one member, and the fifth member sheHi must
be appointed by the first four members. All members shall must be known to favor rejection of the issue.

(6} MNe A person may not be required to serve on any cammittee under this section, and the person

making an appointment must have written acceptance of appointment from the appointee. [If an

appointment is not made by the required time, the committee members that have been appainted may fill

the vacancy by unanimous written consent up until the deadiine for filing the arguments.”

Section 2. Section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-403. Appointment to committes. (1) Except as provided in subsaction (2), appeointments
to committees advocating approval or rejection of an act referred to the people, a constitutional amendment
proposed by the legisiature, or a ballot measure referred to the people by referendum petition or proposed
by any type of initiative petition shall must be made no later than 8-renthe-befere-the-eleation-at-whieh
1_week prior to the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue wil-be-votedon-by-the-poeepls under
13-27-406.

{2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or rejection of a ballot measure referred to

the peopie by referendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative petition thetis-appreved-less-than
F-months-beoforo-tho-clestion-at-whioh-tho-balle
no later than 30-days-after-the-easure-io-appre
the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue under 13-27-406. All persans responsible for appointing

must be made

ate 1 week before

members to the committee shall submit to the secretary of state the names and addresses of the appointees
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no later than the date set by this subsection. Sueh The submission must include the written acceptance

of appointment from each appointee required by section 13-27-402(6). If an appointment is not made by

the required time, the committee members that have heen appointed may fill the vacancy by unanimous

written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments.

(3) AH WITHIN 5 DAYS AFTER RECEIVING NOTICE UNDER SUBSECTION (2), BUT NOT LATER
THAN 5 DAYS AFTER THE DEADLINE SET FOR APPQINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS, THE

SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL NOTIFY THE appointees to a committee APPOINTED pursuant to subsection
(1) or {2) must-be-rotified-by-the-seoretary-eistate by certified mail, with return receipt requested, ne-+ater

ho-deadine-sot-forappointment-of-committea-members; of the deadlines for submission

of the committee’s arguments.

Saction 3. Section 13-27-406, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-406. Limitation on length of argument -- time of filing. An argument advocating approval
or rejaction of a ballot issue is limited to 800-werde g single 7 1/2-inch by 10-inch page and must be filed,
in sypawsitten{orm a black-and-white, camera-ready format, with the secretary of state no later than 105

days betfora the election at which the issue will be voted on by the people. A majority of the committee
respansible for preparation shall approve and sign each argument filed. Separata signed letters of approval
of an argument may be filed with the sacretary of state by members of a committes if necessary to meet

the filing deadline.”

Section 4. Section 13-27-407, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-407. Rebuttal arguments. The secretary of state shali provide copies of the arguments
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advocating approval or rejection of a ballot issue to the members of the adversary committee no later than
1 day following the filing of both the approval and rejection arguments for the issue im—his—effiee. The

committees may prepare rebuttal arguments no longer than 288-werds one-half the size of the arquments

under 13-27-4086 that shat must be filed, in typewsittentorm in a black-and-white, camera-ready format,
with the secretary of state no later than 10 days after the deadiine for filing the original arguments.
Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be confined to the subject matter raised in the argument being
rebutted. The rebuttal argument shalt must be approved and signed by a majority of the committee
responsible for its preparation. Separate signed letters of approval may be submitted in the same manner

as for the original arguments.”

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 76
INTRODUCED B8Y DEVLIN
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING COMMITTEES
AND ARGUMENTS FOR BALLOT ISSUES; PROVIDING FOR FILLING VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES;
REVISING THE DEADLINES FOR APPOINTING COMMITTEES; REVISING THE LENGTH AND FORMAT OF
ARGUMENTS AND REBUTTALS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-402, 13-27-403, 13-27-406, AND
13-27-407, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 13-27-402, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-402. Committees to prepare arguments for and against ballot issues. (1) The arguments
advocating approval or rejaction of the ballot issue and rebuttal arguments ehaH must be submitted ta the
secretary of state by committees appointed as provided in this section.

(2} The fedewing committees shak must be composed of;

(8} one senator known to favor the measure, appointed by the president of the senats;

{b) one representative known to favor the measure, appointed by the speaker of the house of
reprasantativas; and

{¢} oneindividual who need not be a member of the |legislature, appointed by the first two mémbers

....
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{atli) the committes advocating approvai of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional
amendment proposed by the legislature; or

+bHii] the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people by refarandum paetition.

{3) (a) The committea advocating rejection of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional
amendment proposed by the legisiature ekalt must be composed of;

{i] one senator appointed by the president of the senate;

{ii} one representative appointed by the speaker of the house of reprasentatives; and

(ii) one individual who need not be a member of the legisiature, appointed by the first two

v tive
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members.

{b) Whenever possible, the mernbers ehal myst be known to have opposed the issue.

(4) The following shael# must be three-member committees and sked must be appointed by the
person submitting the petition to the secretary of stata under tha provisions of 13-27-202:

{a) the committee advocating appraval of a baliot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition;
and

{b) the committee advocating rejection of any ballot issue that is a legislative act referred to the
people by referendum petition,

{6} A committee advocating reieétion of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition
shalt must be composed of five members. The governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and
speaker of the house of representatives shall each appoint one member, and the fifth member sha# must
be appointed by the first four members. All members skall must be known to favor rejection of the issue,

{6) Ne A parson may not be raquired to serve on any committee under this section, and the person
making an appointment must have writtan acceptance of appointment from the appointee. |[f an

appointment is ngt made by the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill

the vacancy by unanimgus written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments.”

Section 2, Section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27403. Appointment to committes. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2}, appointments
to committees advocating approval or rejection of an act referred to the people, a constitutional amendmaent
proposed by the legislature, or a ballot measure referred to the peonie by refarendum petition or proposed
by any type of initiativa petition ehat must be made no later than &-menthe-beiore-the-eleotion-at-whioch
1 _week prior to the deadiine for filing arguments on the ballot issue will-be-veted-en-by-the-peaple under
13-27-406.

(2} Appointments to committees advacating approval or rejection of a ballot measure referred to
the people by referandum petition or proposed by any type of initiative petition thetie-approved-iess—than
no later than $0-days-aftesthe-rreadure-—appre ate 1 week before
the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue undar 13-27-4086. Ail persons responsible for appointing

must be made

members to the committee shall submit to the secratary of state the names and addresses of the appointees
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no later than the date set by this subsection. Sweh The submission must include the written acceptance

of appointment from each appointee required by section 13-27-402(6). If an appointment is not made by

the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill the vacancy by unanimous

written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments.

(3) AH WITHIN 5 DAYS AFTER RECEIVING NOTICE UNDER SUBSECTION (2), BUT NOT LATER

THAN 5 DAYS AFTER THE DEADLINE SET FOR APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS, THE

SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL NOTIFY THE appointees to a committee APPOINTED pursuant to subsection
(1) or {2) mustbe-retified-Yy-the-seoretary-efetate by certified mail, with return receipt requested, retater

are; of the deadlines for submission

of the committes’s arguments.

Section 3. Section 13-27-406, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-406. Limitation on length of argument -- time of filing. An argument advocating approval

or rejection of a ballot issue is limited to &00-werde a single 7 1/2-inch by 10-inch page and must be filed,

in sypowsizon-form a black-and-white, camera-ready format, with the secretary of state no later than 108

days befors the election at which the issue will be voted an by the people. A majority of the committee
responsible for preparation shall approve and sign each argumant filed. Separate signed letters of approval
of an argumant may be filed with the secretary of state by members of a committee if necessary to meet

the filing deadline.”

Section 4. Section 13-27-407, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-27-407. Resbuttal arguments. The secretary of state shall provide copies of the arguments
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1 advocating approval or rejection of a ballot issue to the members of the adversary committee no later than
1 day following the filing of both the appraoval and rejection arguments for the issue i—his—edfies. The

committees may prepare rebuttal arguments no longer than 286-wetde gne-half the size of the arguments

under _13-27-406 that shad must be filed, in typewsritten-term in a black-and-white, camera-ready format,

with the secretary of state no later than 10 days after the deadline for filing the original arguments.

Discussion in the reputtal argument must be confined to the subject matter raised in the argument being
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rebutted. The rebuttal argument shal must be approved and signed by a majority of the committee
respansible for its preparation. Separate signed letters of approval may be submitted in the same manner

as for the original arguments.”
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11 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

12 -END-
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