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SENATE BILL NO. 76 

INTRODUCED BY DEVLIN 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

SB0076.01 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING COMMITTEES 

6 AND ARGUMENTS FOR BALLOT ISSUES; PROVIDING FOR FILLING VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES; 

7 REVISING THE DEADLINES FOR APPOINTING COMMITTEES; REVISING THE LENGTH AND FORMAT OF 

8 ARGUMENTS AND REBUTTALS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-402, 13-27-403, 13-27-406, AND 

9 13-27-407, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 13-27-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "13-27-402. Committees to prepare arguments for and against ballot issues. (1) The arguments 

15 advocating approval or rejection of the ballot issue and rebuttal arguments ~ must be submitted to the 

16 secretary of state by committees appointed as provided in this section. 

17 (2) The fellewiAS committees~ must be composed of~ 

18 ill one senator known to favor the measure, appointed by the president of the senate; 

19 iJll one representative known to favor the measure, appointed by the speaker of the house of 

20 representatives; and 

21 1£1 one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two members 

22 from: 

23 fa¼ill the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional 

24 amendment proposed by the legislature; or 

25 ™Jill the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people by referendum petition. 

26 (3) ill The committee advocating rejection of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional 

27 amendment proposed by the legislature ~ must be composed of~ 

28 ill one senator appointed by the president of the senate; 

29 Jill one representative appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives; and 

30 .lliil one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two 
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members. 

2 .(Ql Whenever possible, the members SRal-1 must be known to have opposed the issue. 

3 (4) The following SRal-1 must be three-member committees and SRal-1 must be appointed by the 

4 person submitting the petition to the secretary of state under the provisions of 13-27-202: 

5 (a) the committee advocating approval of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition; 

6 and 

7 (b) the committee advocating rejection of any ballot issue that is a legislative act referred to the 

8 people by referendum petition. 

9 (5) A committee advocating rejection of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition 

1 O SRal-1 must be composed of five members. The governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and 

11 speaker of the house of representatives shall each appoint one member, and the fifth member SRal-1 midst 

12 be appointed by the first four members. All members SRal-1 must be known to favor rejection of the issue. 

13 (6) Ne!!:,. person may not be required to serve on any committee under this section, and the person 

14 making an appointment must have written acceptance of appointment from the appointee. If an 

15 appointment is not made by the required time. the committee members that have been appointed may fill 

16 the vacancy by unanimous written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments." 

17 

18 Section 2. Section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "' 13-27-403. Appointment to committee: (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), appointments 

20 to committees advocating approval or rejection of an act referred to the people, a constitutional amendment 

21 proposed by the legislature, or a ballot measure referred to the people by referendum petition or proposed 

22 by any type of initiative petition SRal-1 mus,! be made no later than e FAeAtl'ls eefere tl'le eleetioA at wl'liol'l 

23 1 week prior to the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue will be veteel eA b•t tl'le 13ee13lo under 

24 13-27-406. 

25 (2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or rejection of a ballot measure referred to 

26 the people by referendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative petition ti=let ie a1313Fo¥ed less ti=laA 

27 7 FABAtl'ls 13ofeFe tl'lo eleotieA at wl'lieR tl'le eallet ioouo '#ill be veted eA by tl'lo "ee"le sl'lall must be made 

28 no later than d!J Elays after tl'lo FAeasure is a"13re"'oel fer oiro1:JlatioA b•f tl'le seeretary ef state 1 week before 

29 the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue under 13-27-406. All persons responsible for appointing 

30 members to the committee shall submit to the secretary of state the names and addresses of the appointees 
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no later than the date set by this subsection. St:teR The submission must include the written acceptance 

of appointment from each appointee required by section 13-27-402(6). If an appointment is not made by 

the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill the vacancy by unanimous 

written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments. 

(3) All appointees to a committee pursuant to subsection ( 1) Q.!:._Jll must be notified by the 

secretary of state by certified mail, with return receipt requested, no later than 5 days after the deadline 

set for appointment of committee members, of the deadlines for submission of the committee's arguments. 

14) All apJ;1eiAtees tea eeffiffiittee p1:1rs1:1aAt te s1:11lseetieA (2) ffi1:tst Ile netified B'f Hie seeretary of 

etato ll•y oortified ffiail, with ret1:1rA reeeipt reEj1:teetod, AB later thaA 3a days after tho J;!Mitien has Ileen 

appre¥eel for eire1:1latien, ef the eteeetlines for e1:tllffiiseien ef the eeffiffiittee's ar!J1:tffients. 

(a) Coffiffiittees appeinteet 1:1neter s1:11lseetiens (2)11l). (4 ), and la) ef 13 27 4G2 ffi1:tst Ile vaeateEI aAEI 

ha¥e ne fl:trthor ellli!jatieA if the llallet ffieas1:1re for whieh the•1 ,,.,.ere aJ;lpeinteet fails te reeei·,e s1:1ffieieAt 

si!jnat1:1res to J;!laee it en the llallot. The seeretary ef state shall notify the eeffiffiittee ffieffillers ef the fail1:tre 

of a llellet ffiees1:1re te reeei>Jo s1:1ffieient si!jnat1:1res ne later than 3 Ela~•s after the filiA!J EleeElline set in 

13 27 1G4." 

17 Section 3. Section 13-27-406, MCA, is amended to read: 

18 "13-27-406. Limitation on length of argument -- time of filing. An argument advocating approval 

19 or rejection of a ballot issue is limited to aGG wares a single 7 1 /2-inch by 10-inch page and must be filed, 

20 in typewriUen forrn a black-and-white, camera-ready format, with the secretary of state no later than 105 

21 days before the election at which the issuo will be voted on by the people. A majority of the committee 

22 responsible for preparation shall approve and sign each argument filed. Separate signed letters of approval 

23 of an argument may be tiled with the secretary of state by members of a committee if necessary to meet 

24 the filing deadline." 

25 

26 

27 

Section 4. Section 13-27-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-407. Rebuttal arguments. The secretary of state shall provide copies of the arguments 

28 advocating approval or rejection of a ballot issue to the members of the adversary committee no later than 

29 1 day following the filing of both the approval and rejection arguments for the issue in his effiee. The 

30 committees may prepare rebuttal arguments no longer than 2eG werEls one-half the size of the arguments 
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1 under 13-27-406 that sl;all must be filed, in ty13ewritten ferffl in a black-and-white, camera-ready format, 

2 with the secretary of state no later than 10 days after the deadline for filing the original arguments. 

3 Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be confined to the subject matter raised in the argument being 

4 rebutted. The rebuttal argument sl;all must be approved and signed by a majority of the committee 

5 responsible for its preparation. Separate signed letters of approval may be submitted in the same manner 

6 as for the original arguments." 

7 

8 

9 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effecltive date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for SB0076, as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act generally revising the laws governing committees and arguments for 
providing for filling vacancies on committees; revising the deadlines 
comrrittees; revising the length and format of arguments and rebuttals. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

ballot issues; 
for appointing 

1. The Office of the Secretary of State does not anticipate a fiscal impact from SB76. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
There is no estimated fiscal impact to state government. 

0£~,,t~~tRECTDR l- 9-1i t-r0-9? 
DATE 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Fiscal Note for SB0076, as introduced 
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SENATE BILL NO. 76 

INTRODUCED BY DEVLIN 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

SB0076.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
STATE ADMINISTRATION 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING COMMITTEES 

6 AND ARGUMENTS FOR BALLOT ISSUES; PROVIDING FOR FILLING VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES: 

7 REVISING THE DEADLINES FOR APPOINTING COMMITTEES; REVISING THE LENGTH AND FORMAT OF 

8 ARGUMENTS AND REBUTTALS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-402, 13-27-403, 13-27-406, AND 

9 13-27-407, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 13-27-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "13-27-402. Committees to prepare arguments for and against ballot issues. ( 1) The arguments 

15 advocating approval or rejection of the ballot issue and rebuttal arguments~ must be submitted to the 

16 secretary of state by committees appointed as provided in this section. 

17 (2) The lellewin!I committees~ must be composed of~ 

18 ifil one senator known to favor the measure, appointed by the president of the senate; 

19 J.hl one representative known to favor the measure, appointed by the speaker of the house of 

20 representatives; and 

21 i£J. one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two members 

22 from: 

23 Will the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional 

24 amendment proposed by the legislature; or 

25 fel-illl the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people by referendum petition. 

26 (3) ifil The committee advocating rejection of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional 

27 amendment proposed by the legislature~ must be composed ot 

28 ill one senator appointed by the president of the senate; 

29 illl one representative appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives; and 

30 ilill one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two 
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1 members. 

2 @ Whenever possible, the members~ must be known to have opposed the issue. 

3 (41 The following ~ must be three-member committees and ~ must be appointed by the 

4 person submitting the petition to the secretary of state under the provisions of 13-27-202: 

5 (al the committee advocating approval of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition; 

6 and 

7 (b) the committee advocating rej,~ction of any ballot issue that is a legislative act referred to the 

8 people by referendum petition. 

9 (51 A committee advocating rejection of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition 

1 O Sflall must be composed of five members. The governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and 

11 speaker of the house of representatives shall each appoint one member, and the fifth member Sflall must 

12 be appointed by the first four members. ,0,11 members Sflall must be known to favor rejection of the issue. 

13 (61 N& 8. person may not be required to serve on any committee under this section, and the person 

14 making an appointment must have written acceptance of appointment from the appointee. If an 

15 appointment is not made by the reguired :time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill 

16 the vacancy by unanimous written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments." 

17 

18 Section 2. Section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "13-27-403. Appointment to committee. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), appointments 

20 to committees advocating approval or rejection of an act referred to the people, a constitutional amendment 

21 proposed by the legislature, or a ballot measure referred to the people by referendum petition or proposed 

22 by any type of initiative petition Sflall mus.1 be made no later than e ffi0AtAs l:lefere the eleetioR at wtciich 

23 1 week prior to the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue will tie ¥etea OR l:ly the pesple under 

24 13-27-406. 

25 (21 Appointments to committees advocating approval or rejection of a ballot measure referred to 

26 the people by referendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative petition that is appro\·ea less thaA 

27 7 FAORths before the eleetisA at whish tAE• l:lallst issue will tis ¥otea OR by the pesple shall must be made 

28 no later than ao says after the measure is appro¥ea fer siroulatisA l:l•t the soeretary of state 1 week before 

29 the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue under 13-27-406. All persons responsible for appointing 

30 members to the committee shall submit to the secretary of state tho names and addresses of the appointees 
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no later than the date set by this subsection. ~ The submission must include the written acceptance 

of appointment from each appointee required by section 13-27-402(6). If an appointment is not made by 

the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill the vacancy by unanimous 

written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments. 

(3) Al-I WITHIN 5 DAYS AFTER RECEIVING NOTICE UNDER SUBSECTION (2), BUT NOT LATER 

THAN 5 DAYS AFTER THE DEADLINE SET FOR APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL NOTIFY THE appointees to a committee APPOINTED pursuant to subsection 

( 1) QI..Jll A'IUSt be notifies by tho sooretary of state by certified mail, with return receipt requested, no later 

than !ii elays after tho eloaelline sot for appointA'lent of SOA'IA'littee A'IOA'lbers, of the deadlines for submission 

of tho committee's arguments. 

( 4) All appointees to a eeA'IA'littoe pursuant to subseotion (2) A'IUSt be notifies by tho sesretary of 

state by eortifieel A'!ail, •l.'ith return reeeipt reeiuesteel, no later than a§ elays after the petition has been 

approvoel for eireulation, ef tho eloaellinos for subA'lission of the eoA'IA'littee's ar€JUA'lents. 

Hi) CoA'IA'littoes appointoel unelor subseotions (2)(b), (4), anel (Ii) of 1 a 27 402 A'IUSt be vaeateel anel 

have no further oblif,Jation if tho ballot A'!easure for whioh they .,..,ore appointee fails to roeeive suffieient 

si€Jnatures to plaeo it on tho ballot. Tho seoretary of state shall notify tho eoA'IA'littee A'leA'lbers of the failure 

of a ballot A'leasuro to reoeivo suffioient signatures no later than a elays after the filing eloaaline set in 

1a 27 104." 

20 Section 3. Section 13-27-406, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "13-27-406. Limitation on length of argument -- time of filing. An argument advocating approval 

22 or rejection of a ballot issue is limited to li00 werels a single 7 1 /2-inch by 10-inch page and must be filed, 

23 in typewritten forA'I a black-and-white, camera-ready format, with the secretary of state no later than 105 

24 days before the election at which the issue will be voted on by the people. A majority of the committee 

25 responsible for preparation shall approve and sign each argument filed. Separate signed letters of approval 

26 of an argument may be filed with the secretary of state by members of a committee if necessary to meet 

27 the filing deadline." 

28 

29 

30 

Section 4. Section 13-27-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-407. Rebuttal arguments. The secretary of state shall provide copies of the arguments 
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advocating approval or rejection of a ballo·: issue to the members of the adversary committee no later than 

2 1 day following the filing of both the approval and rejection arguments for the issue in his offieo. The 

3 committees may prepare rebuttal arguments no longer than 2e0 words one-half the size of the arguments 

4 under 13-27-406 that Sflall must be filed, in ti;13owritton iorR1 in a black-and-white, camera-ready format, 

5 with the secretary of state no later thar, 10 days after the deadline for filing the original arguments. 

6 Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be confined to the subject matter raised in the argument being 

7 rebutted. The rebuttal argument Sflall must be approved and signed by a majority of the committee 

8 responsible for its preparation. Separate signed letters of approval may be submitted in the same manner 

9 as for the original arguments." 

10 

11 

12 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effec·tive date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 76 

INTRODUCED BY DEVLIN 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

SB0076.02 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING COMMITTEES 

6 AND ARGUMENTS FOR BALLOT ISSUES; PROVIDING FOR FILLING VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES; 

7 REVISING THE DEADLINES FOR APPOINTING COMMITTEES; REVISING THE LENGTH AND FORMAT OF 

8 ARGUMENTS AND REBUTTALS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-402, 13-27-403, 13-27-406, AND 

9 13-27-407, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 13-27-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "13-27-402. Committees to prepare arguments for and against ballot issues. ( 1) The arguments 

15 advocating approval or rejection of the ballot issue and rebuttal arguments ~ must be submitted to the 

16 secretary of state by committees appointed as provided in this section. 

17 (2) The iellewiA!I committees ~ must be composed of;_ 

18 i.!!J. one senator known to favor the measure, appointed by the president of the senate; 

19 iQl one representative known to favor the measure, appointed by the speaker of the house of 

20 representatives; and 

21 1£1 one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two members 

22 from: 

23 t.ttill the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional 

24 amendment proposed by the legislature; or 

25 {91-iill the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people by referendum petition. 

26 (3) i.!!J. The committee advocating rejection of an act referred to the people o_r of a constitutional 

27 amendment proposed by the legislature &l=le# must be composed ot 

28 ill one senator appointed by the president of the senate; 

29 ilil one representative appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives; and 

30 1illl one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two 
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1 members. 

2 ill Whenever possible, the members &Rell- must be known to have opposed the issue. 

3 (4) The following 5fl6II must be three-member committees and 5fl6II !1lJdfil be appointed by the 

4 person submitting the petition to the secretary of state under the provisions of 13-27-202: 

5 {a) the committee advocating approval of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition; 

6 and 

7 (bl the committee advocating rejection of any ballot issue that is a legislative act referred to the 

8 people by referendum petition. 

9 (5) A committee advocating rejection of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition 

10 ~ must be composed of five members. The governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and 

11 speaker of the house of representatives shall each appoint one member, and the fifth member·~ must 

12 be appointed by the first four members. All members 5fl6II must be known to favor rejection of the issue. 

13 (6) Ne A person may not be required to serve on any committee under this section, and the person 

14 making an appointment must have written acceptance of appointment from the appointee. If an 

15 appointment is not made by the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill 

16 the vacancy by unanimous written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments." 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 2. Section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-403. Appointment to committee. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), appointments 

to committees advocating approval or rejection of an act referred to the people, a constitutional amendment 

proposed by the legislature, or a ballot measure referred to the people by referendum petition or proposed 

by any type of initiative petition 8A8# must be made no later than e F!'leAtl=ls l!e#eFe tl=le eleetien at whieh 

1 week prior to the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue will Ile •,eteEI en l!'J' the 13ee13le under 

13-27-406. 

(2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or rejection of a ballot measure referred to 

the people by referendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative petition tl=lat is a1313Fe 1t0El loss theA 

7 FRBRtRs t3eteFe the elee1:ieR at -...•hieR 1:Re l:lallet iee1:-Je will Be 't•eteet aA By the pee13le shall !1lJdfil be made 

no later than ao Eia>,16 aiter the FAeasblre is apJire,,o~ fer oire1:-JlotieA By the eooretery ef a1:a10 1 week before 

the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue under 13-27-406. All persons responsible for appointing 

members to the committee shall submit to the secretary of state the names and addresses of the appointees 

- 2 - SB 76 



55th Legislature SB0076.02 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
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9 
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16 

17 

is 

19 

no later than the date set by this subsection. StteR The submission must include the written acceptance 

of appointment from each appointee required by section 13-27-402(6). If an appointment is not made by 

the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill the vacancy by unanimous 

written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments. 

13) AAWITHIN 5 DAYS AFTER RECEIVING NOTICE UNDER SUBSECTION (2), BUT NOT LATER 

THAN 5 DAYS AFTER THE DEADLINE SET FOR APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS, THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL NOTIFY THE appointees to a committee APPOINTED pursuant to subsection 

11) Q!..@ FRll&t be AetifieEl by tl=ie sooFetar>~ of state by certified mail, with return receipt requested, AB later 

tl=iaR ii Ela','G afteF tl=ie EleaElliAo sot fer appeiRtFRoAt of OBFRFRiUoe FReFReers, of the deadlines for submission 

of the committee's arguments. 

( 1) All appoiRteee ta a eefflFAittee ,=1uFsuaRt tie s1:1BeoetieR 12) FAlcl&t Be netitioS By t~e seeret:ar ,• of 

state ~'f eer1ifio61 FAail, 1,Yitl=I returA reooi1:1t ro.q1::1esteet, no later than aa Ba•1s after the petitioR Aas Been 

aJ)pro•.«e9 for eirouletioR, of tl=le eteaetlinoo fer suBmissien ef tRo eeFAFAit1ee's arguff'lonte. 

!iii f;;eFRFRitteoe appeiAtoEl llAEler s1:1eseetieAe l:!Hbl, 141, aRe Iii) ef 1 3 :17 4Q:! M1:1st be •,aealeEl aREl 

haYe AO furtRer al:lligei:t:ien if 11:te Ballet FReaoure for \\1hieh t~e'f• .,,,ere appointeef Jails ta reeoiYe suffieient 

signature& te 13laee it en tf:le Ballet, The soorotaP,' of e1:a1:e eholl Retif\• 'ff::le eeFAFflitt:ee FRBFA8eFs af tRe failure 

ef a Ballot FReas~re 1:e reeeiYe euHieient sigRat1:1res AB later thaA a Says after the tiling etoadline set in 

1 a :17 1Q4." 

20 Section 3. Section 13-27-406, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "13-27-406. Limitation on length of argument•· time of filing. An argument advocating approval 

22 or rejection of a ballot issue is limited to iiQQ werEle a single 7 1 /2-inch by 10-inch page and must be filed, 

23 in ~'J'PB••••ritteA ferM a black-and-white, camera-ready format, with tho secretary of state no later than 105 

24 days before the election at which the issue will be voted on by the people. A majority of tho committee 

25 responsible for preparation shall approve and sign each argument filed. Separate signed letters of approval 

26 of an argument may be filed with the secretary of state by members of a committee if necessary to meet 

27 the filing deadline." 

Section 4. Section 13-27-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 

29 

30 "13-27-407. Rebuttal arguments. The secretary of state shall provide copies of the arguments 
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6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

advocating approval or rejection of a ballot issue to the members of the adversary committee no later than 

1 day following the filing of both the approval and rejection arguments for the issue iA Ris eUiee. The 

committees may prepare rebuttal arguments no longer than 2.li0 woFEls one-half the size of the arguments 

under 13-27-406 that~ must be filed, in ;yJ!BYHiHeA ~OFR'! in a black-and-white, camera-ready format, 

with the secretary of state no later than 10 days after the deadline for filing tho original arguments. 

Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be confined to the subject matter raised in the argument being 

rebutted. Tho rebuttal argument SReU must bo approved and signed by a majority of the committee 

responsible tor its preparation. Separate signed letters of approval may be submitted in tho same manner 

as for the original arguments." 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 76 

INTRODUCED BY DEVLIN 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

SB0076.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
STATE ADMINIS~RATION 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING COMMITTEES 

6 AND ARGUMENTS FOR BALLOT ISSUES; PROVIDING FOR FILLING VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES; 

7 REVISING THE DEADLINES FOR APPOINTING COMMITTEES; REVISING THE LENGTH AND FORMAT OF 

8 ARGUMENTS AND REBUTTALS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-402, 13-27-403, 13-27-406, AND 

9 13-27-407, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 13-27-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "13-27-402. Committees to prepare arguments for and against ballot issues. ( 1) The arguments 

15 advocating approval or rejection of the ballot issue and rebuttal arguments ~ must be submitted to the 

16 secretary of state by committees appointed as provided in this section. 

17 (2) Tho felle 1,'t'iAg committees~ must be composed of; 

18 . lfil one senator known to favor the measure, appointed by the president of the senate; 

19 illl one representative known .to favor the measure, appointed by the speaker of the house of 

20 representatives; and 

21 .{£l. one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two members 

22 from: 

23 tat.ill the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional 

24 amendment proposed by the legislature; or 

25 fel-illl the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people by referendum petition. 

26 (3) lfil The committee advocating rejection of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional 

27 amendment proposed by the legislature ~ must be composed of; 

28 ill one senator appointed by the president of the senate; 

29 illl one representative appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives; and 

30 1ilil one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two 
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1 members. 

2 .[Ql Whenever possible, the members &flall must be known to have opposed the issue. 

3 (4) The following &flall must be, three-member committees and &flall must be appointed by the 

4 person submitting the petition to the secretary of state under the provisions of 13-27-202: 

5 (al the committee advocating approval of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition; 

6 and 

7 (b) the committee advocating re,jection of any ballot issue that is a legislative act referred to the 

8 people by referendum petition. 

9 (5) A committee advocating reje1ction of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition 

1 o ~ must be composed of five members. The governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and 

11 speaker of the house of representatives shall each appoint one member, and the fifth member~ must 

12 be appointed by the first four members .. All members IIRaU must be known to favor rejection of the issue. 

13 (6) Ne 8. person may not be required to serve on any committee under this section, and the person 

14 making an appointment must have written acceptance of appointment from the appointee. If an 

15 appointment is not made by the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill 

16 the vacancy by unanimous written consEint up until the deadline for filing the arguments.• 

17 

18 Section 2. Section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "13-27-403. Appointment to CCl•mmittee. ( 1) Except as provided in subsection ('2), appointments 

20 to committees advocating approval or rejection of an act referred to the people, a constitutional amendment 

21 proposed by the legislature, or a ballot mieasure referred to the people by referendum petition or proposed 

22 by any type of initiative petition ~ .!!l.Y§! be made no later than i FReRtl=le befeFB tl=le eleetieR at ,,,·l=liel'l 

23 1 week prior to the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue will be ¥eteEI eR b'f 01e peeple under 

24 13-27-406. 

25 (2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or rejection of a ballot measure referred to 

26 the people by referendum petition or proposed by any type of initiative petition tl=lat ie appFe¥eEI less thaR 

27 7 FReRtl=la befeFe tl=le eleetieR et wl=liel'I tl'l,e ballet iast:re will be ¥eteEI eR by tl'le peeple al:lall must be made 

28 no later than 30 EIB'IB aheF tl'le FReaet:rFe ie appFe¥eEI fer eiFe1:1latieR b'f tl'le aee,etaFy ef state 1 week before 

29 the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue under 13-27-406. All persons responsible for appointing 

30 members to the committee shall submit to the secretary of state the names and addresses 'at the appointees 
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no later than the date set by this subsection. ~ The submission must include the written acceptance 

2 of appointment from each appointee required by section 13-27-402(61. If an appointment is not made by 

3 the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill the vacancy by unanimous 

4 written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments. 

5 (3) All WITHIN 5 DAYS AFTER RECEIVING NOTICE UNDER SUBSECTION (21. BUT NOT LATER 

6 THAN 5 DAYS AFTER THE DEADLINE SET FOR APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS THE 

7 SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL NOTIFY THE appointees to a committee APPOINTED pursuant to subsection 

8 ( 1) Q..!'.Jll A'll:l&t ee Ratifies B'J' tl=le soo,etaFy ef state by certified mail, with return receipt requested, Re later 

9 tl=laR e sa~•a afteF tl=lo soasliAa set feF ap13eiAtA'leAt ef oeA'lA'littee A'lOA'lbors, of the deadlines for submission 

1 O of the committee's arguments. 

11 ( 4) All eppeiRteee to e eeA'lA'littee Pl:lF&l:laRt ta &l:lesootioR (J) A'll:l&t eo Aetifios ev tl=lo seeretary ef 

12 state e.,, eertitieS ~ail, witR FotuFR reooiJ;Jt ro~ueetel:1, Ae lat:or tRan di etays aher tho J)otitioR Aas Been 

13 appre,,oa fer oireulatien, ef the doaSlinee fer su~n~iooien ef t:ho 00Fflffli*oe'e arguments. 

14 (el CeA'lA'litteee appeiAtes 1:1Aeera1:11laeetiene IJHe), (41, ans Iii) ef 13 :17 4QJ A'll:letee vaeates_aRS 

15 Ra110 ne J1:1nRer eBligatien if 1:he Ballet R=loasuro for lNRioR they v,ore appointed fails te reeeive suffiaiont 

16 signa1:uree te plaeo it en tRe ballet. The eoorotar; ef state ehall notif;y the eoFRA=lit-1:0O momBere ef tAe failure 

17 ef a Ballet meas1:Jre te reeeive suffieient sigAat1::.1ros ne later U=1aA a ~a1,•s after the filiAg BoaSliAe set in 

18 13 J7 104." 

19 

20 Section 3. Section 13-27-406, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "13-27-406. Limitation on length of argument -- time of filing. An argument advocating approval 

22 or rejection of a ballot issue is limited to liQO ,..,.e,ee a single 7 1 /2-inch by 10-inch page and must be filed, 

23 in t>fpe,..,·ritten terPR a black-and-white, camera-readY format, with the secretary of state no later than 105 

24 days before the election at which the issue will be voted on by the people. A majority of the committee 

25 responsible for preparation shall approve and sign each argument filed. Separate signed letters of approval 

26 of an argument may be filed with the secretary of state by members of a committee if necessary to meet 

27 the filing deadline.• 

Section 4. Section 13-27-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 

29 

30 "13-27-407. Rebuttal arguments. The secretary of state shall provide copies of the arguments 
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1 advocating approval or rejection of a ballc,t issue to the members of the adversary committee no later than 

2 1 day following the filing of both the approval and rejection arguments for the issue in his eUiee. The 

3 committees may prepare rebuttal arguments no longer than 269 wares one-half the size of the arguments 

4 under 13-27-406 that &/:leH must be filed, in t·1111ewriHen 1eFF!'I in a black-and-white. camera-ready format, 

5 with the secretary of state no later than 10 days after the deadline for filing the original arguments. 

6 Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be confined to the subject matter raised in the argument being 

7 rebutted. The rebuttal argument sMU rr1ust be approved and signed by a majority of the committee 

8 responsible for its preparation. Separate signed letters of approval may be submitted in the same manner 

9 as for the original arguments." 

10 

11 

12 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effec:tive date. [This act) is effective on passage and approval. 

·ENO-
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SENA TE BILL NO. 76 

INTRODUCED BY DEVLIN 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

SB0018.02 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING COMMITTEES 

6 AND ARGUMENTS FOR BALLOT ISSUES; PROVIDING FOR FILLING VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES; 

7 REVISING THE DEADLINES FOR APPOINTING COMMITTEES; REVISING THE LENGTH AND FORMAT OF 

8 ARGUMENTS AND REBUTTALS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-402, 13-27-403, 13-27-406, AND 

9 13-27-407, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

1 3 Section 1. Section 13-27-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 • 13-27-402. Committees to prepare argument■ for and against ballot l11uea. ( 1 l The arguments 

15 advocating approval or rejection of the ballot issue and rebuttal arguments eA8U ~ be submitted to the 

16 secretary of state by committees appointed as provided in this section. 

17 (2) The fellewiAg committees eA8U must be composed Ofl 

1 8 w one senator known to favor the measure, appointed by the president of the senate; 

1 9 J..l2.l. one representative known to favor the measure, appointed by the speaker of the hOUH of 

20 representatives; and 

21 ~ one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two members 

22 from: 

23 ~ill the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional 

24 amendment proposed by the legislature; or 

25 t&l-ilil the committee advocating approval of an act referred to the people by referendum petition. 

26 (3) w The committee advocating rejection of an act referred to the people or of a constitutional 

27 amendment proposed by the legislature eA8U .!!!.!Lil be composed Ofi 

28 ill one senator appointed by the president of the senate; 

29 ilil one representative appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives; and 

30 1ilil one individual who need not be a member of the legislature, appointed by the first two 
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members. 

2 lli,l Whenever possible, the members ~ !!l!.!fil be known to have opposed the issue. 

3 141 The following ~ !!l!.!fil bu three-member committees and ~ must be appointed by the 

4 person submitting the petition to the secretary of state under the provisions of 1 3-27-202: 

5 (a) the committee advocating approval of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition; 

6 and 

7 (b) the committee advocating rnjection of any ballot issue that is a legislative act referred to the 

8 people by referendum petition. 

g (5) A committee advocating rejE!Ction of a ballot issue proposed by any type of initiative petition 

1 o &fl&# must be composed of five members. The governor, attorney general, president of the senate, and 

11 speaker of the house of representatives shall each appoint one member, and the fifth member~ must 

1 2 be appointed by the first four members. All members &AeU must be known to favor rejection of the issue. 

1 3 (6) ~ A person may !J.Q! be required to serve on any committee under this section, and the person 

1 4 making an appointment must have w1·itten acceptance of appointment from the appointee. If an 

1 5 appointment is not made by the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill 

1 6 the vacancy by unanimous written cons4,nt up until the deadline for filing the arguments.· 

17 

18 Section 2. Section 13-27-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 • 13-27-403. Appointment to cc,mmittee. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), appointments 

20 to committees advocating approval or rejEtCtion of an act referred to the people, a constitutional amendment 

21 proposed by the legislature, or a ballot measure referred to the people by referendum petition or proposed 

22 by any type of initiative petition &AeU .!!ll,l§l be made no later than i l'l'l&Rtl=la eafe,e tl=le eleetioR at wl=liol=I 

23 1 week prior to tho deadline for filing arg1uments on the ballot issue will be Yetoa eR by tl=lo 13001310 under 

24 13-27-406. 

25 (2) Appointments to committees advocating approval or rejection of a ballot measure referred to 

26 the people by referendum petition or pro1>osed by any type of initiative petition tl=let ia BfilfilF8YO& loaa tRaR 

27 7 FROA:\ha Bo~oro tAe eloe1'ieR at \\1hiaA 1Aa Ballet iaaua will Be ,,0108 OA Bv Iha pae~la shall must be made 

28 no later than ao &O'fa a«er tl=le l'l'leae11ra ie1 Bfil!iF&YaEI fer ei,owlatieR &'f tl:ila aaoretery et atete 1 week before 

29 the deadline for filing arguments on the ballot issue under 13-27-406. All persons responsible for appointing 

30 members to the committee shall submit to tho secretary of state the names and addresses of the appointees 
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no later than the date set by this subsection. ~ The submission must include the written acceptance 

2 of appointment from each appointee required by section 1 3-27-402(6). If an appointment is not made by 

3 the required time, the committee members that have been appointed may fill the vacancy by unanimous 

4 written consent up until the deadline for filing the arguments. 

5 (31 A# WITHIN 5 DAYS AFTER RECEIVING NOTICE UNDER SUBSECTION (2), BUT NOT LATER 

6 THAN 5 DAYS AFTER THE DEADLINE SET FOR APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS. THE 

7 SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL NOTIFY THE appointees to a committee APPOINTED pursuant to subsection 

8 ( 1 l QLill FR1:1et l:Je Aetifiea !>•t tJ::ie eeereMr•t of state by certified mail, with return receipt requested, Ao later 

g tJ::ieA i aeye after tJ::ie aoaaliAe est for aJilJilOiAtFRBAt of BOFRFAittee FReFRbore, of the deadlines for submission 

1 O of the committee's arguments. 

11 ( 4) A II eppeintoee ta a oeR'lFAiHoe ,iuret:tant to aulaaetien ,~1 Muot Be notifies •v tRe eee,etaFy ef 

12 state By eertifioS FAail, with ret1:i1rA reeeiJU requeetod, no later tl'~aR di daya akor t~e petitien Rae Been 

13 appro,.•ed fer eiroulatien, of tl:lo Seadlinee for aubf'ti&aion of tAe eaFAFAiMee'a ar91:itffllente, 

14 (ii CeFRl'flitteee eJi!Ji!OiAtell ti1Aller e1o1beeetieAe l.!llbl, 14), a1:ul Ii) ef 13 .!7 4 O.! FR1:Jet ae Yaoatell aAEI 

15 Ro¥& ne further aDligation if tl=lo Ballot "'eaeure tor \1.ihioh tRe\1 •Nara appointee fails ta roooive suffioient 

1 6 eigRO(ijree te ~laee it en the Ballet, The aearetaP/ ef state et=iall Retity t~e eeFAMit1ae FROFRBoro et the failt:Jre 

17 ef a Ballet FAeaoure te reeeitc•a auftieieRt sigRaluFoa ne 1010, tRaA 3 ea.,,a af-1:or tAe filiAI etaaetline set iR 

18 13 27 104," 

19 

20 Section 3. Section 13-27-408, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "13-27-406. Umltatlon on length of argument -- time of flllng. An argument advocating approval 

22 or rejection of a ballot issue is limited to iOQ we,sa a single 7 1 /2-inch by 10-inch page and must be filed, 

23 in f'l'Jilew,it:teR forFR a black-and-white, camera-ready format, with the secretary of state no later than 105 

24 days before the election at which the issue will be voted on by the people. A majority of the committee 

25 responsible for preparation shall approve and sign each argument filed. Separate signed letters of approval 

26 of an argument may be filed with the secretary of state by members of a committee if necessary to meet 

27 the filing deadline." 

Section 4. Section 13-27-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 

29 

30 "13-27-407. Rebuttal argument,. The secretary of state shall provide copies of the arguments 
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advocating approval or rejection of a ballot issue to the members of the adversary committee no later than 

2 1 day following the filing of both the approval and rejection arguments for the issuo iA Ria eiiiee. The 

3 committees may prepare rebuttal argume,nts no longer than iHiQ we,Ele one•half the size of the arguments 

4 under 13·27·406 that~ must be filed, in w~e·,,.·,iHel'l fer~ in a black·and•white, camera·ready format, 

5 with the secretary of state no later tha1n 10 days after the deadline for filing the original arguments. 

6 Discussion in the rebuttal argument must be confined to the subject matter raised in the argument being 

7 rebutted. The rebuttal argument ~ rnust be approved and signed by a majority of the committee 

8 responsible for its preparation. Separate signed letters of approval may be submitted in the same manner 

9 as for the original arguments." 

10 

11 

1 2 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act) is effective on passage and approval. 

·END-
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