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SENATE BILL NO. 75 

INTRODUCED BY SPRAGUE 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN 

5 AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, SECTION 6, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE FOR ANNUAL 

6 45-DA Y LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS; REQUIRING THE SESSION IN EACH ODD-NUMBERED YEAR TO ADOPT 

7 A BALANCED BUDGET FOR THE ENSUING BIENNIUM; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

8 DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Section 1. Article V, section 6, of The Constitution of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

"Section 6. Sessions. ill The legislature shall meet each eelel AUFRl=lereel year in regular session ot 

not more than 00 45 legislative days. The session in each odd-numbered year shall adopt a balanced budget 

for the ensuing bienni\Jm. 

J1.l Any legislature may increase the limit on the length of any subsequent session. The legislature 

may be convened in special sessions by the governor or at the written request of a majority of the 

members." 

20 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. This amendment is effective on approval by the 

21 elector ate. 

22 

23 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. This amendment shall be submitted to the 

24 qualified electors of Montana at the general election to be held in November 1998 by printing on the ballot 

25 the full title of this act and the following: 

26 [] FOR annual 45-day legislative sessions, with the odd-numbered year session required to 

27 adopt a balanced budget for the ensuing biennium. 

28 [l AGAINST annual 45-day legislative sessions, with the odd-numbered year session required 

29 to adopt a balanced budget for the ensuing biennium. 

30 -END 

, Legislative 
\Services 

~\ 1!.ivision 
- 1 SB 75 

INTRODUCED BILL 



55th Legislature 

2 

3 

SENATE BILL NO. 75 

INTRODUCED BY SPRAGUE 

SB0075.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
STATE ADMINISTRAT:ON 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN 

5 AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, SECTION 6, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE FOR ANNUAL 

6 45-DA Y LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS EACH YEAR; REQUIRING THE SESSION IN EACH ODD-NUMBERED YEAR 

7 TO ADOPT A BALANCED BUDGET FOR THE ENSUING BIENNIUM; LIMITING THE MATTERS THAT MAY 

8 BE CONSIDERED IN EACH LEGISLATIVE SESSION AND PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS; PROHIBITING A BILL 

9 INTRODUCED IN ONE SESSION FROM BEING CARRIED OVER TO ANY OTHER SESSION OF THAT 

10 LEGISLATURE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

11 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 

14 Section 1. Article V, section 6, of The Constitution of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

15 "Section 6. Sessions. ill The legislature shall meet each add nuf!lsered year in regular session of 

16 not more than 9G 45 legislative days. The session in each odd-numbered year shall adopt a balanced budget 

17 for the ensuing biennium. EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION, THE SESSION IN EVEN-NUMBERED 

18 YEARS IS LIMITED TO CONSIDERATION OF GENERAL LEGISLATION NOT RELATED TO REVENUE OR 

19 APPROPRIATIONS, AND THE SESSION IN ODD-NUMBERED YEARS IS LIMITED TO CONSIDERATION OF 

20 LEGISLATION RELATING TO REVENUE OR APPROPRIATIONS. THE LEGISLATURE MAY ADOPT RULES 

21 PERMITTING CONSIDERATION OF LEGISLATION UNRELATED TO THE SUBJECT LIMITATIONS OF THIS 

22 SECTION. A BILL INTRODUCED IN ONE SESSION MAY NOT BE CARRIED OVER TO ANY OTHER SESSION 

23 OF THAT LEGISLATURE. 

24 ill Any legislature may increase the limit on the length of any subsequent session. The legislature 

25 may be convened in special sessions by the governor or at the written request of a majority of the 

26 members." 

27 

28 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. This amendment is effective on approval by the 

29 electorate. 

30 
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NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submiission to electorate. This amendment shall be submitted to the 

2 qualified electors of Montana at the general election to be held in November 1998 by printing on the ballot 

3 the full title of this act and the following: 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

[l FOR annual 4 e dav legislativo sossions, witR tRo odd numBered •,ear sessien requires to 

asopt a Balanees BUB!Jet for tRe ensuing Biennium. 

[l AG/\l~JST annual 4 e dav le1~islative sessions, witR tRe osd numBered year session requires 

to ado13t a Balaneed BUd!Jet for tRe ensuin!~ Biennium. 

il FOR REQUIRING THE LEGISLATURE TO MEET EACH YEAR, WITH LIMITATIONS ON 

9 LEGISLATIVE DAYS AND BUSINESS TO EiE CONDUCTED. 

10 

11 

12 

il AGAINST REQUIRING THE LEGISLATURE TO MEET EACH YEAR, WITH LIMITATIONS ON 

LEGISLATIVE DAYS AND BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTcD. 

-END-
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INTRODUCED BY SPRAGUE 

SB0075.03 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN 

5 AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, SECTION 6, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE FOR A~iNU/\L 

6 ANNUAL 45-DAY LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS E/\GI-I YEAR; REQUIRING THE SESSION IN EACH 

7 ODD-NUMBERED YEAR TO ADOPT A BALANCED BUDGET FOR THE ENSUING BIENNIUM; LIMITING Tl-IE 

8 MATTERS TI-IAT MAY BE GO~ISIDERED IN EAGI-I LEGISL/\TIVE SESSIO~I A~m FlROVIDl~jG EXCEFITIONS· 

9 FIROI-IIBITl~IG A BILL l~ITRODUGED IN O~jE SESSION FROM BEl~IG CARRIED OVER TO ANY OTMER 

10 SESSION OF TMAT LEGISLATURE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

11 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 

14 Section 1. Article V, section 6, of The Constitution of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

15 "Section 6. Sessions. ill The legislature shall meet each add numbered year in regular session of 

16 not more than QG 45 legislative days. The session in each odd-numbered year shall adopt a balanced budget 

17 for the ensuing biennium. EXGEFIT AS PROVIDED IN TI-IIS SECTION, Tl-IE SESSIO~l IN EVleN NUMBERleD 

18 YEI\RS IS LIMITED TO GO~ISID!eRATIO~I OF GE~IERAL LleGISLATIO~j ~lOT RleLAT!eD TO REV!e~IUE OR 

19 AFIFIROPRIATlmjS, Mm Tl-IE SESSION IN ODD ~IUMBERED YEARS IS LIMITED TO CONSIDERATION OF 

20 LEGISLATIO~I RELATl~IG TO REVENUE OR APPROPRIATIO~IS. Tl-IE LEGISLATURE; MAY ADOFIT RULES 

21 Pi;RMITTING CONSIDERATIO~I OF LleGISLATIO~I UNRELATED TO Tl-IE SUBJECT LIMITATIO~IS OF Tl•m!, 

22 SECTION. A BILL l~ITRODUC!;D IN Q~jE SESSION MAY ~IOT BE CARRIED OVER TO A~IY OTI-IER SleSSION 

23 m: TI-IAT LEGISLATURE. 

24 ill Any legislature may increase the limit on the length of any subsequent session. The legislature 

25 may be convened in special sessions by the governor or at the written request of a majority of the 

26 members." 

27 

28 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. This amendment is effective on approval by the 

29 electorate. 

30 
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NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. This amendment shall be submitted to the 

2 qualified electors of Montana at the general election to be held in November 1998 by printing on the ballot 

3 the full title of this act and the following: 

4 [l J=OR ann1,1al 4 e elav lo€1islafr,co sessions, witR tl'to oelel n1,1f!'ll!ornel year sessien reEl1,1ireel ta 

5 aae13t a l!alanooel 131,18€10t for tA0 ens1,1in€1 l!iennitHR. 

6 [l AG.'\l~IST ann1,1al 4 e ela•r le€jislafr,ce sessiens, witt:i tt:ie eelel n1,1f!'ll!oreel year session FBEl1,1ireel 

7 to aao13t a salanooel 1!1,1el€10t ~or tt:io ons1,1in€1 sienni1,1f!'l. 

8 ll FOR REQUIRl~JG Tl-fE bEGISbATURE TO MEET EAC4 YC6 R, ,rnTu I 1&1!VITIOMS OM 

9 bEGISb/\TIVE E)/\YS A~m QUSl~IESS TO QE co~mUGTEE). 

10 

11 

12 

ll l\GAl~JST REGUIRl~JG Tl-fE bEGISbATURE TO MEl;T cr,cu Y!;OQ, \AllTU I l&OITQTlQMS ON 

bEGISbATIVE E)AYS /\~m BUSINESS TO QE co~mUGTEO. 

ll FOR ANNUAL 45-DAY LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS, WITH THE ODD-NUMBERED YEAR 

13 SESSION REQUIRED TO ADOPT A BALANCED BUDGET FOR THE ENSUING BIENNIUM. 

14 ll AGAINST ANNUAL 45-DA Y LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS, WITH THE ODD-NUMBERED YEAR 

15 SESSION REQUIRED TO ADOPT A BALANCED BUDGET FOR THE ENSUING BIENNIUM. 

16 -END-
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