
55th Legislature SB0072.01 

SENATE BILL NO. 72 

2 INTRODUCED BY MESAROS, COCCHIARELLA, ORR, GROSFIELD, DOHERTY, KNOX, RYAN, BROOKE 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT FORMALIZING THE OPERATION OF THE WATER INFORMATION 

6 SYSTEM WITHIN THE NATURAL RESOURCE INFORMATION SYSTEM AT THE STATE LIBRARY; AND 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 85-2-105, 85-2-112, AND 90-15-303, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 85-2-105, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "85-2-105. Environmental quality council -- water policy duties. (11 The environmental quality 

13 council shall meet as often as necessary, including during the interim between sessions, to perform the 

14 duties specified within this section. 

15 (21 On a continuing basis, the environmental quality council shall: 

16 (al advise the legislature on the adequacy of the state's water policy and on important state, 

17 regional, national, and international developments that affect Montana's water resources; 

18 (bl oversee the policies and activities of the department, other state executive agencies, and other 

19 state institutions as those policies and activities affect the water resources of the state; and 

20 (c) communicate with the public on matters of water policy as well as the water resources of the 

21 state. 

22 (3) On a regular basis, the environmental quality council shall: 

23 (a) analyze and comment on the state water plan required by 85-1-203, when filed by the 

24 department; 

25 (b) analyze and comment on the report of the status of the state's renewable resource grant and 

26 loan program required by 85-1-621, when filed by the department; 

27 (c) analyze and comment on water-related research undertaken by any state agency, institution, 

28 college, or university; 

29 (di analyze, verify, and comment on the adequacy of and information contained in the water 

30 reseuroes Elata maAa!jement information system maintained by the Elel'!artment natural resource information 
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system under 86 2 112 [section 3); and 

2 (el report to the legislature as provided in 5-11-210. 

3 (4) The legislative services division shall provide staff assistance to the environmental quality 

4 council to carry out its water policy duties." 

5 

6 

7 

Section 2. Section 85-2-112, MCA, is amended to read: 

"85-2-112. Department duties. The department shall: 

8 ( 1) enforce and administer this chapter and rules adopted under 85-2-113, subject to the powers 

9 and duties of the supreme court under 3-7-204; 

1 O (2) prescribe procedures, forms, and requirements for applications, permits, certificates, claims of 

11 existing rights, and proceedings under this chapter and prescribe the information to be contained in any 

12 application, claim of existing right, or other document to be filed with the department under this chapter 

13 not inconsistent with the requirements of this chapter; 

14 (3) establish and keep in its Helona office a centralized record system of all existing rights and a 

1 5 public record of permits, certificates, claims of existing rights, applications, and other documents filed in 

1 6 its office under this chapter; 

17 (4) iA 00013oratioA with other state agoAoies, iAstitutioAS, ool!o!i!OS, aAd cJAi·,ersitios, establish aAa 

1 8 FAaiAtaiA a eentrali<'ed aAd eHioieAt water resourees Elata FAaAa€JeFAeAt svsteFA suHieient to FAel(o a~·ailable 

19 aAs reasil'f aeoessielo, iA a usable #eFF11at, to state a§eAoios aAet other interesteet 13ersens, iAforffiatioA on 

20 the state's ,...,ater resouroes, out e# state water resourees that affeet the state, euisting BAS 13oteAtial uses, 

21 ans euisting anet 13etential demaAEl. All ether state a§enoies, institutieAs, and eelle€J0S aAet uAiversities shall 

22 eee13erate with the de13artFAent in the Ele·,·elo13ment aAs maintenaAee ef this system. 

23 ¼H.11 cooperate with, assist, advise, and coordinate plans and activities with the federal, state, 

24 and local agencies in matters relating to this chapter; 

25 f9!-1fil upon request by any person, cooperate with, assist, and advise that person in matters 

26 pertaining to measuring water or filing claims of existing rights with a district court under this chapter; 

27 f-+Hfil adopt rules necessary to reject, modify, or condition permit applications in highly 

28 appropriated basins or subbasins as provided in 85-2-319." 

29 

30 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Water information system. (1 l There is a Montana water information 
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1 system, to be operated within the natural resource information system referred to in 90-15-301 and that 

2 is to be considered a part of the system. 

3 (21 The Montana water information system shall make available and readily accessible, in a usable 

4 format, to state agencies and other interested persons, information on the state's water resources, 

5 out-of-state water resources that affect the state, existing and potential uses, and the existing and potential 

6 demand. 

7 

8 Section 4. Section 90-15-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "90-15-303. lnteragency cooperation. ( 11 State agencies shall cooperate with the library and the 

10 committee in the planning of the natural resource information system. 

11 (21 Within the limits of available resources, state agencies shall provide data requested by the 

12 library for purposes of the natural resource information system and the Montana natural heritage program. 

13 If an agency does not possess requested data or is unable to locate requested data, the agency shall inform 

14 the library. It is not necessary for an agency to conduct fieldwork or literature searches to obtain requested 

15 data." 

16 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. [Section 3) is intended to be codified as an 

18 integral part of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, and the provisions of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, apply to 

19 [section 3]. 

20 -END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for SB0072, as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
A bill for an act entitled, "An act for formalizing the operation of the Water Information 
System within the Natural Resource Information System at the State Library, and amending 
sections 85-2-112 which enacts this act, and 90-15-303 to include the Natural Resource 
Information System in interagency cooperation. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The Natural Resource Information System, at the Montana State Library has been 

providing the water information system since the program was created. This 
legislation clarifies the language as to who is actually providing the service.· 

2. Functions of the Environmental Quality Council, in the Committees & Activities 
Program, would not be substantially altered or increased by requirements of this 
bill. 

3. The Environmental Quality Council could complete duties specified in the revised 
section within current funding levels. 

4. There is no fiscal impact to Department of Natural Resources. 

FISCAL IMPACT: No Fiscal Impact - This system is a part of the NRIS present law 
budget. 

J .. j 1-1-r) 
DAVE LEWIS, ~CTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for SB0072, as introduced 
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SENATE BILL NO. 72 

SB0072.01 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

2 INTRODUCED BY MESAROS, COCCHIARELLA, ORR, GROSFIELD, DOHERTY, KNOX, RYAN, BROOKE 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL 

4 

5 A BILL FORAN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT FORMALIZING THE OPERATION OF THE WATER INFORMATION 

6 SYSTEM WITHIN THE NATURAL RESOURCE INFORMATION SYSTEM AT THE STATE LIBRARY; AND 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 85-2-105, 85-2-112, AND 90-15-303, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1_ Section 85-2-105, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "85-2-105. Environmental quality council -- water policy duties. ( 1) The environmental quality 

13 council shall meet as often as necessary, including during the interim between sessions, to perform the 

14 duties specified within this section. 

15 (21 On a continuing basis, the environmental quality council shall: 

16 (al advise the legislature on the adequacy of the state's water policy and on important state, 

17 regional, national, and international developments that affect Montana's water resources; 

18 (bl oversee the policies and activities of the department, other state executive agencies, and other 

19 state institutions as those policies and activities affect the water resources of the state; and 

20 (c) communicate with the public on matters of water policy as well as the water resources of the 

21 state. 

22 131 On a regular basis, the environmental quality council shall: 

23 la) analyze and comment on the state water plan required by 85-1-203, when filed by the 

24 department; 

25 {bl analyze and comment on the report of the status of the state's renewable resource grant and 

26 loan program required by 85-1-621, when filed by the department; 

27 le) analyze and comment on water-related research undertaken by any state agency, institution, 

28 college, or university; 

29 (di analyze, verify, and comment on the adequacy of and information contained in the water 

30 rese1:1rees elata FRaRageFReRt information system maintained by the ele11ertFReRt natural resource information 
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system under 8ii 2 11 2 [section 3): and 

2 (e) report to the legislature as provided in 5-11-210. 

3 (4) The legislative services division shall provide staff assistance to the environmental quality 

4 council to carry out its water policy duties." 

5 

6 Section 2. Section 85-2-112, MCA, is amended to read: 

7 "85-2-112. Department duties .. The department shall: 

8 ( 1) enforce and administer this chapter and rules adopted under 85-2- 11 3, subject to the powers 

9 and duties of the supreme court under ~1-7-204; 

1 O (2) prescribe procedures, forms,, and requirements for applications, permits, certificates, claims of 

1 1 existing rights, and proceedings under this chapter and prescribe the information to be contained in any 

12 application, claim of existing right, or other document to be filed with the department under this chapter 

1 3 not inconsistent with the requirements of this chapter; 

14 (3) establish and keep in its Helena office a centralized record system of all existing rights and a 

15 public record of permits, certificates, claims of existing rights, applications, and other documents filed in 

16 its office under this chapter: 

17 (41 iR eee11eratieR witl:1 etl:ler et;ite ageReieo, iRetit1a1tieRo, eellegeo, aml ta1RiYereitiee, estaelisl:1 aml 

18 FRaiRtaiR a BBRtrali.:ed aRd eHieieRt water rese1a1rees data FReRageFR8Rt S'J'SteFR s1a1HieieRt te FRalte aYailaele 

19 aRd readily aeeoooihle, iA a 1::j&a~le ferfflElt, te state ageAoiee aAEI ether iAtoresteEI J)erseAs, iAferFAatieA en 

20 tho s1ate's 1a•tater roooureos, ek:tt of state water reaeurees that affeot the state, eKistiRg aRet petoRtial uses, 

21 aRd e11istiRg aRd 11eteRtiel deFReREI. /I.II etl:ler etate egeReieo, iRetit1a1tieRe, BREI eellegee aREl ta1Ri·,·ersities sRall 

22 ooeJierate Y,•ith tl=le de1:1artFHent in tRa d11veleJiFRDnt anr:t FRaintonanee ef tl=lie syeten:1. 

23 .fel-1!1. cooperate with, assist, advise, and coordinate plans end activities with the federal, state, 

24 and local agencies in matters relating to this chapter; 

25 .fel.ifil. upon request by any ·person, cooperate with, assist, and advise that person in matters 

26 pertaining to measuring water or filing c:laims of existing rights with a district court under this chapter; 

27 f++ifil adopt rules necessary to reject, modify, or con.dition permit applications in highly 

28 appropriated basins or subbasins as provided in 85-2-319." 

29 

30 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Water information system. ( 1) There is a Montana water information 

- 2 - SB 72 



5 5th Legislature SB0072.01 

1 system, to be operated within the natural resource information system referred to in 90-15-301 and that 

2 is to be considered a part of the system. 

3 12) The Montana water information system shall make available and readily accessible, in a usable 

4 format, to state agencies and other interested persons, information on the state's water resources, 

5 out-of-state water resources that affect the state, existing and potential uses, and the existing and potential 

6 demand. 

7 

8 Section 4. Section 90-15-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "90-15-303. lnteragency cooperation. (1) State agencies shall cooperate with the library and the 

10 committee in the planning of the natural resource information system. 

11 (2) Within the limits of available resources, state agencies shall provide data requested by the 

12 library for purposes of the natural resource information system and the Montana natural heritage program. 

13 If an agency does not possess requested data or is unable to iocate requested data, the agency shall inform 

14 the library. It is not necessary for an agency to conduct fieldwork or literature searches to obtain requested 

15 data.· 

16 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. [Section 3] is intended to be codified as an 

18 integral part of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, and the provisions of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, apply to 

19 [section 31. 

20 ·END-
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55th Legislature SB0072.01 

SENATE BILL NO. 72 

2 INTRODUCED BY MESAROS, COCCHIARELLA, ORR, GROSFIELD, DOHERTY, KNOX, RYAN, BROOKE 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT FORMALIZING THE OPERATION OF THE WATER INFORMATION 

6 SYSTEM WITHIN THE NATURAL RESOURCE INFORMATION SYSTEM AT THE STATE LIBRARY; AND 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 85-2-105, 85-2-112, AND 90-15-303, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 85-2-105, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "85-2-105. Environmental quality council -- water policy duties. ( 1) The environmental quality 

13 council shall meet as often as necessary, includirg d11ring the interim between sessions, to perform the 

14 duties specified within this section. 

15 12) On a continuing basis, the environmental quality council shall: 

16 la) advise the legislature on the adequacy of the state's water policy and on important state, 

17 regional, national, and international developments that affect Montana's water resources; 

18 lb) oversee the policies and activities of the department, other state executive agencies, and other 

19 state institutions as those policies and activities affect the water resources of the state; and 

20 (c) communicate with the public on matters of water policy as well as the water resources of the 

21 state. 

22 13) On a regular basis, the environmental quality council shall: 

23 la) analyze and comment on the state water plan required by 85-1-203, when filed by the 

24 department; 

25 lb) analyze and comment on the report of the status of the state's renewable resource grant and 

26 loan program required by 85-1-621, when filed by the department; 

27 (c) analyze and comment on water-related research undertaken by any state agency, institution, 

28 college, or university; 

29 Id) analyze, verify, and comment on the adequacy of and information contained in the water 

30 reee1,1reee data FRaRa!l&FReAt information system maintained by the de11enFReAt natural resource information 
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1 system under 8ii 2 112 (section 3]; and 

2 (e) report to the legislature as provided in 5-11-210. 

3 {4) The legislative services division shall provide staff assistance to the environmental quality 

4 council to carry out its water policy duties." 

5 

6 Section 2. Section 85-2-112, MCA, is amended to read: 

7 "85-2-112. Department duties. The department shall: 

B ( 1) enforce and administer this chapter and rules adopted under 85-2-113, subject to the powers 

9 and duties of the supreme court under 3-7-204; 

1 O (2) prescribe procedures, forms, and requirements for applications, permits, certificates, claims of 

11 existing rights, and proceedings under this chapter and prescribe the information to be contained in any 

12 application, claim of existing right, or other document to be filed with the department under this chapter 

13 not inconsistent with the requirements of this chapter; 

14 (3) establish and keep in its Helena office a centralized record system of all existing rights and a 

15 public record of permits, certificates, claims of existing rights, applications, and other documents filed in 

16 its office under this chapter: 

17 (4 t in eee1=1eFatieR witl=I ether state agen·oiea, iAatit1::Jtiene, eellegoa, aAEI univoroitiee, ootablisR a net 

18 FRaiFltain a eeAtFalii!eS an~ effieient ,,,ater reseureoe data FRElnagefflent s1,•eteFA suffioient 1:e FAake availal91e 

19 an~ readily aoooeeiBle, in a 1::1ooble teFF:,:riet, te state agoneioe ans etAer intoreetoS JIOFeone, in~orFRation en 

20 the eta:ta's water re1e1:1reea, ewt ef etate Yt•eter reeeureee t~at aHeet the state, ettieting and potential 1::tses, 

21 an& aMieting an& potential SeA1an&, All etAor state ageneiee, inotitutiene, aniet eollegee anEi 1::tniYersities shall 

22 eea,aera1e wi1h :the ete11ertFAent iA the Eta, elepfftent anEt ff'lainteRanee of this syateffl: 

23 j.i.j-.1.!l. cooperate with, assist, advise, and coordinate plans and activities with the federal, state, 

24 and local agencies in matters relating to this chapter; 

25 ~ upon request by any person, cooperate with, assist, and advise that person in matters 

26 pertaining to measuring water or filing claims of existing rights with a district court under this chapter; 

27 +7tifil adopt rules necessary to reject, modify, or condition permit applications in highly 

28 appropriated basins or subbasins as provided in 85-2-319." 

29 

30 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Water information system. ( 1) There is a Montana water information 
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system, to be operated within the natural resource information system referred to in 90-15-301 and that 

2 is to be considered a part of the system. 

3 (21 The Montana water information system shall make available and readily accessible, in a usable 

4 format, to state agencies and other interested persons, information on the state's water resources, 

5 out-of-state water resources that affect the state, existing and potential uses, and the existing and potential 

6 demand. 

7 

8 Section 4. Section 90-15-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "90-15-303. lntaragency cooperation. (1) State agencies shall cooperate with the library and the 

10 committee in the planning of the natural resource information system. 

11 (2) Within the limits of available resources, state agencies shall provide data requested by the 

12 library for purposes of the natural resource information system and the Montana natural heritage·program. 

13 If an agency does not possess requested data or is , 1na!Jla to locata requested data, the agency shall inform 

14 the library. It is not necessary for an agency to conduct fieldwork or literature searches to obtain requested 

15 data." 

16 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification Instruction. [Section 31 is intended to be codified as an 

18 integral part of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, and the provisions of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, apply to 

19 [section 3). 

20 -END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 72 

SB00/2.0 I 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

2 INTRODUCED BY MESAROS, COCCHIARELLA, ORR, GROSFIELD, DOHERTY, KNOX, RYAN, BROOKE 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:" AN ACT FORMALIZING THE OPERATION OF THE WATER INFORMATION 

6 SYSTEM WITHIN THE NATURAL RESOURCE INFORMATION SYSTEM AT THE STATE LIBRARY; AND 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 85-2-105, 85-2-112, ANO 90-15-303, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 85-2-105, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "85-2-105. Environmental quality council -- water policy duties. I 1) The environmental quality 

13 council shall meat as otten as necessary, including during the interim between sessions, to perform the 

14 duties specified within this section. 

15 12) On a continuing basis, the environmental quality council shall: 

16 (al advise the legislature on the adequacy of the state's watar policy and on important state, 

17 regional, national, and international developments that affect Montana's water resources; 

18 (b) oversee the policies and activities of the department, other state executive agencies, and other 

19 state institutions as those policies and activities affect the water resources of the state; and 

20 (cl communicate with the public on matters of water policy as wall as the water resources of the 

21 state. 

22 (31 On a regular basis, the environmental quality council shall: 

23 (al analyze and comment on the state water plan required by 85-1-203, when filed by the 

24 department; 

25 lb) analyze and comment on the report of the status of the state's renewable resource grant and 

26 loan program required by 85-1-821, when filed by the department; 

27 (cl analyze and comment on water-related research undertaken by any state agency, institution, 

28 collage, or university; 

29 (di analyze, verify, and comment on the adequacy of and information contained in the water 

30 ,aaew,eae Elate FnaRageFnaRt information system maintained by the ElepeF'tFnaRt natural resource information 
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system under 8ii i! 1 1 i! [section 3); and 

2 le) report to the legislature as provided in 5-11-210. 

3 14) The legislative services division shall provide staff assistance to the environmental quality 

4 council to carry out its water policy duties." 

5 

6 Section 2. Section 85-2-112, MCA, is amended to read: 

7 "85-2-112. Department duties. The department shall: 

8 ( 1) enforce and administer this, chapter and rules adopted under 85-2-113, subject to the powers 

9 and duties of the supreme court under 3-7-204; 

10 (2) prescribe procedures, forms, and requirements for applications, permits, certificates, claims of 

11 existing rights, and proceedings under this chapter and prescribe the information to be contained in any 

1 2 application, claim of existing right, or other document to be filed with the department under this chapter 

1 3 not inconsistent with the requirements of this chapter; 

14 ( 3) establish and keep in its H◄!lena office a centralized record system of all existing rights and a 

1 5 public record of permits, certificates, claims of existing rights, applications, and other documents filed in 

1 6 its office under this chapter; 

18 FRair=i1aiR a aeR1Falii!oEI anfJ affioieAt v,ate, ,eseureoa 8ata FR&RageFReAt &'J1BtOM e1:1Uiei0At te ff'fOlfe a1.«ailaBle 

19 BA .. raalil~« aaeeeeilile, iA a t:.1eaBlo fe,~1ot, 10 state a91Aeiee and ether interaate11 _a,aena, iRferFRatien on 

20 the e1ata'a 11:.,etor Feaa'=traea, awl ef etata •Na:ter reeou,ooe tl=itat a:Na&l' tf:le a1a10, aMiating an& pe1ential uses, 

21 an& aNiatin9 an& petantial aeMaAEI, .el,11 ether stale a9anaiae, iA&tit~1iona, aREI eellagae aREI \iRiYersitios sPtall 

22 oae,era1e Nit~ tl=la ia,aart"1&AI iA the Ele•,elepMent aAEt FJ18intenaAee et tl=lie aa;.1oteFA, 

23 ~ cooperate with, assist, ,1dvise, and coordinate plans and activities with the federal, state, 

24 and local agencies in matters relating ti:> this chapter; 

25 ~ upon request by any pttrson, cooperate with, assist, and advise that person in matters 

26 pertaining to measuring water or filing claims of existing rights with e district court under this chapter; 

27 +++ifil adopt rules necessary to reject, modify, or condition permit applications in highly 

28 appropriated basins or subbasins as pmvided in 85-2-319. • 

29 

30 NEW SECTION. Section 3. W11ter Information sy■tem. (1) There is a Montana water information 
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1 system, to be operated within the natural resource information system referred to in 90-15-301 and that 

2 is to be considered a part of the system. 

3 12) The Montana water information system shall make available and readily accessible, in a usable 

4 format, to state agencies and other interested persons, information on the state's water resources, 

5 out-of-state water resources that affect the state, existing and potential uses, and the existing and potential 

6 demand. 

7 

8 Section 4. Section 90-15-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "90-15-303. lnteragency cooperation. (1 l State agencies shall cooperate with the library and the 

10 committee in the planning of the natural resource information system. 

11 (2) Within the limits of available resources, state agencies shall provide data requested by the 

12 library for purposes of the natural resource information system and the Montana natural heritage program. 

13. If an agency does not possess requested data or is unable to locate requested data, the agency shall inform 

14 the library. It is not necessary for an agency to conduct fieldwork or literature searches to obtain requested 

15 data.· 

16 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification in1truction. [Section 31 is intended to be codified as an 

18 integral part of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, and the provisions of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, apply to 

19 [section 3). 

20 -~~ 
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SENATE BILL NO. 72 

2 INTRODUCED BY MESAROS, COCCHIARELLA, ORA, GAOSFIELD, DOHERTY, KNOX, RYAN, BROOKE 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT FORMALIZING THE OPERATION OF THE WATER INFORMATION 

6 SYSTEM WITHIN THE NATURAL RESOURCE INFORMATION SYSTEM AT THE STATE LIBRARY; AND 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 85-2-105, 85-2-112, ANO 90-15-303, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 85-2-105, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "85-2-105. Environmental quality council -- water policy duties. ( 1) The environmental quality 

13 council shall meet as often as necessary, including during the interim between sessions, to perform the 

14 duties specified within this section. 

15 (2) On a continuing besis, the environmental quality council shall: 

16 (a) advise the legislature on the adequacy of the state's water policy and on important state, 

17 regional, national, and international developments that affect Montana's water resources; 

18 lb) oversee the policies and activities of the department, other state executive agencies, and other 

1 9 state institutions as those policies and activities affect the water resources of the state; and 

20 (cl communicate with the public on matters of water policy es well as the water resources of the 

21 state. 

22 (3) On a regular besi ■, the environmental quality council shall: 

23 (al analyze and comment on the state water plan required by 85-1-203, when filed by the 

24 department; 

25 (bl analyze and comment on the report of the status of the state's renewable resource grant and 

26 loan program required by 85-1-621, when filed by the department; 

27 le) analyze and comment on water-related research undertaken by any state agency, institution, 

28 college, or university; 

29 !di analyze, verify, and comment on the adequacy of and information contained in the water 

30 F&Hw,eoe ao,a A'lana11e1.ient information system maintained by the Be11aF-tA'lan1 natural resource information 
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system under 8i ;;i 1 1 ;;i (section 3!; and 

2 lel report to the legislature as provided in 5-11-210. 

3 (41 The legislative services division shall provide staff assistance to the environmental quality 

4 council to carry out its water policy duties." 

5 

6 Section 2. Section 85-2-112, MCA, is amended to read: 

7 "85-2-112. Department dutlH. The department shall: 

a ( 1) enforce and administer this chapter and rules adopted under 85-2-113, subject to the powers 

9 and duties of the supreme court under 3-7-204; 

1 o (2) prescribe procedures, form11, and requirements for applications, permits, certificates, claims of 

11 ex11ting rights, and proceedings under this chapter and prescribe the information to be contained in any 

1 2 application, claim of existing right, or other document to be filed with the department under this chapter 

13 not inconsistent with the requirements of this chapter; 

14 (3) establish and kNp in its H11lena office a centralized record system of all existing rights and a 

15 public record of permits, certificates, claims of existing rights, applications, and other documents filed in 

1 6 its office under this chapter; 

17 ( 11 iA eee,aeratieA •Nit~ ether 11:111 agaA·eiee, iA11i1u1iena, eelle1e1, ani ijAiYareitiea, eotablisR ans 

18 F1RliF11aiA a eeA1Pali1aa an& eNtaient v,11111, 11eae1:1reee aa,a "'&AB1Bf'1BA1 sya1a"' &blffieiant te FAeke availaBle 

19 aAfj raa&ily aeaeaeillle, iA a w1allle fe,..,at, 11 11111 a9eAai11 BA8 ether in11rea1a8 ,i,eraeno, inforFRatioA eR 

20 fha 1t:a11'1 ,uator r111wr111, au, ef 1,1111 wa,ar ,11aw,aa1 tl=tot af:f.ae, the a,a,a, aMiafiAI &Rd ~ete~tial 1::Jses, 

21 aA,. &Ni&1iAI ani _.,,an1i1I Et1F111aA8, All 1th1r a1at1 a91naiaa, iAatitwtiena, ani ealla1aa aRi tJni"ersities shall 

22 88lfl8P8t8 ,Yitl=I tl=la ie-,aAmeAt iA 1he de1, 1elepFAOAt &Ad FAliAtOA8f188 ef thie oe,alaM, 

23 ~ cooperate with, a11i1t, 11dvise, and coordinate plans and activities with the federal, state, 

24 and local agenciea in matters relating tc> this chapter; 

25 ~ upon r11Quest by any ·pe1rson, cooperate with, 111ist, and advise that person in matters 

26 pertaining to measuring water or filing claims of existing rights with s district court under this chapter; 

27 ~ adopt rules necessary to reject, modify, or condition permit applications in highly 

28 appropriated basins or subba■ins as provided in 85-2-319. • 

29 

30 NEW SECTION, Section 3. Walter Information sy1tem. ( 1) There is s Montana water information 

- 2 - SB 72 



55th Legislature S80072.01 

system, to be operated within the natural resource information system referred to in 90- 1 5-301 and that 

2 ,s to be considered a part of the system. 

3 12) The Montana water information system shall make available and readily accessible, 1n a usable 

4 format, to state agencies and other interested persons, information on the state's water resources, 

5 out-of-state water resources that affect the state, existing and potential uses, and the existing and potential 

6 demand. 

7 

8 Section 4. Section 90-15-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "90-15-303. lnteragency cooperation. I 1) State agencies shall cooperate with the library and the 

1 O committee in the planning of the natural resource information system. 

11 (21 Within the limits of available resources, state agencies shall provide data requested by the 

12 library for purposes of the natural resource information system and the Montana natural heritage"program. 

13 If an agency does not possess requested data or is unable to locate requested data, the agency shall inform 

14 the library. It is not necessary for an agency to conduct fieldwork or literature searches to obtain requested 

15 data.· 

16 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification lnatrucdon. [Section 31 is intended to be codified as an 

18 integral part of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, and the provisions of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, apply to 

19 [section 3). 
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