55th Legislature SBOO72.01

SENATE BILL NO. 72
INTRODUCED BY MESAROS, COCCHIARELLA, ORR, GROSFIELD, DOHERTY, KNOX, RYAN, BROOKE
BY REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL

A BILLFORANACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT FORMALIZING THE OPERATION OF THE WATER INFORMATION
SYSTEM WITHIN THE NATURAL RESOURCE INFORMATION SYSTEM AT THE STATE LIBRARY; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 85-2-105, 85-2-112, AND 90-15-303, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 85-2-105, MCA, is amended to read:

“85-2-105. Environmental quality council -- water policy duties. (1) The environmental guality
council shall meet as often as necessary, including during the interim between sessions, to perform the
duties specified within this section.

{2) On a continuing basis, the environmental quality council shall:

(a) advise the legislature on the adequacy of the state’'s water policy and on important state,
regional, national, and international developments that affect Montana’s water resources;

{b) oversee the policies and activities of the department, other state executive agencies, and ather
state institutions as those policies and activities affect the water resources of the state; and

{c) communicate with the public on matters of water policy as well as the water resources of the

state.

(3) On a regular basis, the environmental quality council shall:

{a) analyze and comment cn the state water plan required by 85-1-203, when filed by the
department;

(b} analyze and comment on the report of the status of the state’s renewable resource grant and
loan program required by B5-1-6217, when filed by the department;

(c) analyze and comment on water-related research undertaken by any state agency, institution,
college, or university;

{d} analyze, verify, and comment on the adequacy of and information contained in the water
resourcos-data-management information system maintained by the department natural resource information
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system under 852412 [section 3]; and
(e] report to the legistature as provided in 5-11-210.
{4) The legislative services division shall provide staff assistance to the enviranmental guality

council to carry out its water policy duties.”

Section 2. Section 85-2-112, MCA, is amended to read:

"85-2-112. Department duties. The department shall:

(1} enforce and administer this chapter and rules adopted under B5-2-113, subject to the powers
and duties of the supreme court under 3-7-204;

(2) prescribe procedures, forms, and requirements for applications, permits, certificates, claims of
existing rights, and proceedings under this chapter and prescribe the information to be contained in any
application, claim of existing right, or other document to be filed with the department under this chapter
not inconsistent with the requirements of this chapter;

{3} establish and keep in its Helena office a centralized record system of all existing rights and a
public record of permits, certificates, claims of existing rights, applications, and other documents filed in

its office under this chapter;

+b}{4) cooperate with, assist, advise, and coordinate pians and activities with the federal, state,

and loca! agencies in matters relating to this chapter;
+63(5} upon request by any person, cooperate with, assist, and advise that person in matters
pertaining to measuring water or filing claims of existing rights with a district court under this chapter;
+A(6) adopt rules necessary to reject, modify, or condition permit applications in highly

appropriated basins or subbasins as provided in 85-2-319."

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Water information system. (1) There is a Montana water information
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system, to be operated within the natural resource information system referred to in 90-15-301 and that
is to be considered a part of the system.

(2) The Montana water information system shall make available and readily accessible, in a usable
format, to state agencies and other interested persons, information on the state’s water resources,
out-of-state water resources that affect the state, existing and potential uses, and the existing and potential

demand.

Section 4. Section 90-15-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"90-15-303. Interagency cooperation. (1) State agencies shall cooperate with the library and the
committee in the planning of the natural resource information system.

(2) Within the limits of available resources, state agencies shall provide data requested by the
library for purposes of the natural resource information system and the Montana natura!l heritage pr(;gram.
tf an agency does not possess requested data or is unable to locate requested data, the agency shall inform
the library. It is not necessary for an agency to cenduct fieldwork or literature searches to obtain requested

data.”

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. {Section 3} is intended to be codified as an

integral part of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, and the provisions of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, apply ta
[section 3].

-END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note for SB0072, as introduced

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATICON:

A bill for an act entitled, “An act for formalizing the operation of the Water Information
System within the Natural Resource Information System at the State Library, and amending
sections 85-2-112 which enacts this act, and 90-15-303 to include the Natural Resource
Information System in interagency cooperation.

ASSUMPTIONS: :

1. The Natural Resource Information System, at the Montana State Library has been
providing the water information system since the program was created. This
legislation clarifies the language as to who is actually providing the service.

2. Functions of the Environmental Quality Council, in the Committees & Activities
Program, would not be substantially altered or increased by reguirements of this
bill.

3. The Environmental Quality Council could complete duties specified in the revised

section within current funding levels.

4. There 1is no fiscal impact to Department of Natural Resources.
FISCAL IMPACT: No Fiscal Impact -~ This system is a part of the NRIS present law
budget.

Art, [~1-77
DAVE LEWIS, GET DIRECTOR DATE KENNETH MESAROS, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE
Cffice ¢f Budget and Program Planning
Fiscal Note for SB0072, as introduced
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APPROVED BY COM ON
NATURAL RESOQOURCES

SENATE BILL NO. 72
INTRODUCED BY MESAROS, COCCHIARELLA, ORR, GROSFIELD, DOHERTY, KNOX, RYAN, BROOKE
BY REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL

A BILLFORANACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT FORMALIZING THE OPERATION OF THE WATER INFORMATION
SYSTEM WITHIN THE NATURAL RESOURCE INFORMATION SYSTEM AT THE STATE LIBRARY; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 85-2-105, 85-2-112, AND 90-15-303, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE QF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Saction 85-2-105, MCA, is amended to read:

"856-2-106. Environmental quality council -- water policy duties. (1) The environmantal guality
council shall meet as often as necessary, including during the interim batween sessions, to perform the
duties specified within this section.

{(2) On a continuing basis, the environmental quality council shail:

{a) advise the iegislature on the adequacy of the state’s water policy and on important state,
regional, national, and international developments that atfect Montana’s water resources;

{b) oversee the policias and activities of the department, other state executive agencies, and other
state institutions as those policies and activities affact the water resources of the state; and

{c} communicate with the public on matters of water policy as well as the water resources of the

state.

{3) On a regular basis, the environmental guality council shall:

{a) analyze and comment on the state water plan required by 85-1-203, when filed by the
department;

(b) analyze and commaent on the report of the status of the state’s renewable resource grant and
loan program ‘required by 85-1-621, when filed by the department;

(c} analyze and comment on water-related research undertaken by any state agency, institution,
college, or university;

{d) anaiyze, verify, and comment on the adequacy of and information contained in the water

reseuroas-data-management information system maintained by the department natural resource information
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system under 88212 [section 3]; and
{e) report to the legislature as provided in 5-11-210.
{4) The legisiative services division shall provide staff assistance to the environmental quality

council to carry out its water policy duties.”

Section 2. Section B5-2-112, MCA, is amended to read:

"85-2-112. Department duties. The department shall:

(1) enfarce and administer this chapter and rules adopted under 85-2-113, subject to the powers
and duties of the supreme court under 3-7-204;

{2} prescribe procedures, forms, and requirements for applications, permits, certificates, claims of
existing rights, and proceedings under this chapter and prescribe the information to be contained in any
application, claim of existing right, or other document to be filed with the department under this chapter
not inconsistent with the requirements of this chapter;

(3) establish and keep in its Helena offica a centralized recard system of all existing rights and a
public record of permits, certificates, claims of existing rights, applications, and other documents filed in

its office under this chapter;

ith-the-d i-the-devel , , -

8}+{4) cooperate with, assist, advise, and coordinate pians and activities with the federal, state,

and local agencies in matters reiating to this chapter;
{6}(5) upon request by any person, cooperate with, assist, and advise that person in matters
pertaining to measdring watar or filing claims of existing rights with a district court under this chapter;

6] adopt rules necessary to reject, modify, or condition permit applications in highly

appropriated basins or subbasins as provided in 85-2-319."

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Water information system. {1) There is a Montana water information
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system, t0 be operated within the natural resource information system referred to in 90-15-301 and that
is 10 be cansidered a part of the system,

(2) The Montana water information system shall make available and readily accessible, in a usable
format, to state agencies and other interested persons, information on the state’s water resources,
out-of-state water resources that affect the state, existing and potential uses, and the existing and potential

demand.

Section 4. Section 90-15-303, MCA, is amended to read:

" 90-15-303. Interagency cooparation. {1) State agencies shall cooperate with the library and the
committee in the planning of the natural resource information system.

(2) Within the limits of available resources, state agencies shall provide data requested by the
library for purposes of the natural resource information system and the Montana natural heritage prégram.
if an agency does not possess requested data or is unable to iocate requested data, the agency shall inform
the library. It is not necessary for an agency to conduct fieldwork or literature searches to obtain requested

data.”

NEW SECTION. Section B. Codification instruction. [Section 3] is intended to be codified as an

integral part of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, and the provisions of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, apply to

[section 3).
-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 72
INTRODUCED BY MESARQS, COCCHIARELLA, ORR, GROSFIELD, DOHERTY, KNOX, RYAN, BROOKE
8Y REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT FORMALIZING THE OPERATION OF THE WATER INFORMATION
SYSTEM WITHIN THE NATURAL RESOURCE INFORMATION SYSTEM AT THE STATE LIBRARY: AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 858-2-105, B5-2-112, AND 90-15-303, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 85-2-105, MCA, is amended to read:

"85-2-105. Environmental quality council -- water policy duties. (1) The environmental quality
councit shall meat as often as necessary, inctudirg during the interim between sassions, to parform the
duties specified within this section.

(2) On a continuing basis, the environmental quality councii shall:

{a) advise the legislature on the adequacy of the state’s water policy and on important state,
regional, national, and international developments that affect Montana’s water resources;

(b} oversea the policies and activities of the department, other state executiva agencies, and other
steie institutions as those policies and activities atfect the water resources of the state; and

{c} communicate with the public on matters of water policy as weil as the water resources ot the

stata.

{3) On a regular basis, the environmental quality council shall:

{a) analyze and comment on the state water plan required by B5-1-203, when filed by the
department;

(b) analyze and comment on tha report of the status of the state’s renewable resourca grant and
{oan program vraquired by 85-1-621, when filed by the department;

{c) analyze and comment on water-related research undertaken by any state agency, institution,
college, or university;

{d} analyze, verify, and comment on the adequacy of and information contained in the water

reseuroes-dota-rmanagement information system maintained by the departrrent natural resource information
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system under 86~2-112 [section 3]; and
le} report to the legislature as provided in 5-11-210.
(4) The legislative services division shall provide staff assistance to the environmental quality

counci to carry out its water policy duties.”

Saction 2. Section 85-2-112, MCA, is amended to read:

"85-2-112. Department duties. The department shall:

(1) enforce and administer this chapter and rules adopted under 85-2-113, subject to the powers
and duties of the supreme court under 3-7-204;

{2) prescribe procedures, forms, and requirements for applications, permits, certificates, claims of
axisting rights, and proceedings under this chapter and prescribe the information to be contained in any
application, claim of existing right, or other document to be filed with the department under this chapter
not inconsistant with the requirements of this chapter;

(3) establish and keep in its Helena office a centralized record system of all existing rights and a
public record of permits, certificates, claims of existing rights, applications, and other documents filed in

its office under this chapter;

{83(4) cooperate with, assist, advisa, and coordinate plans and activities with the federal, state,

and local agencies in matters relating to this chapter;
{83{5] upon request by any person, cooperate with, assist, and advise that persan in matters
pertaining to measuring water or filing claims of existing rights with a district court under this chapter;

(6] adopt rules necessary to reject, modify, or condition permit applications in highly

appropriated basins or subbasins as provided in 85-2-319."

NEW SECTION, Section 3. Water information system. (1) There is a Montana water information
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system, to be operatad within the natural resource information system referred to in 90-15-301 and that

is to be considered a part of the system.

{2) The Montana water information system shall make available and readily accessible, in a usable
format, to state agencies and other interested persons, information on the state’s water resources,
out-of-state water resources that affect the state, existing and potential uses, and the existing and potential

demand.

Section 4. Section 90-15-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"90-15-303. Interagency cooperation. {1) State agencies shall cooperate with the library and the
committae in the planning of the natural resource infarmation system.

{2} Within the limits of available resources, state agencies shal provide data requested by the

library for purposes of the natural resource infarmation system and the Montana natural heritage'program.

If an agency does nat possess requested data or is .1nabla to locats requested data, the agancy shall inform
the library. It is not necessary for an agency to conduct fisldwork or literature searches to obtain requested

data."

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. {Section 3] is intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, and the provisions of Titie 90, chapter 15, part 3, apply to
[section 3].

-END-
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SBOO72.Gi

APPROVED BY COM CN
NATURAL RESCURCES

SENATE BILL NO. 72
iINTRODUCED BY MESARQOS, COCCHIARELLA, ORR, GROSFIELD, DOHERTY, KNOX, RYAN, BROOKE
BY REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL

ABILLFORANACTENTITLED: "AN ACT FORMALIZING THE OPERATION OF THE WATER INFORMATION
SYSTEM WITHIN THE NATURAL RESQURCE INFORMATION SYSTEM AT THE STATE LIBRARY; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 85-2-106, 85-2-112, AND 90-15-303, MCA." .

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 85-2-105, MCA, is amended ta read:

"85-2-105. Environmental quality council -- water policy duties. (1) The environmental quality
council shall meet as often as necessary, including during the interim between sessions, to perform the
duties specified within this section.

{2} On a continuing basis, the anvironmental quality council shail:

(a) advise the legislature on the adequacy of the state’s water policy and on important state,
ragional, national, and international developments that affect Montana's water resources;

(b) overses the policies and activities of the department, other state sxecutive agencies, and other
state institutions as those policies and activities affect the water resources of the state; and

{c) communicate with the public on mattars of water policy as well as the water resources of the

state.

{3} On a regular basis, the environmental quality council shali:

{a) analyze and comment on the state wataer plan required by B85-1-203, when filed by the
department;

(bl analyze and commant on the report of the status of the state’s ranewable resource grant and
loan program required by 86-1-821, when filed by the department;

(c) analyze and commant on water-related research undertaken by any state agency, institution,
coliege, or university;

(d) analyze, verify, and comment on the adequacy of and information contained in the water

resourcas-data-management information system maintained by the department natyrat resgurca information
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system under 88-2-13-2 [saction 3]; and
{e) report to the legislature as provided in 5-11-210.
(4) The legislative services division shail provide staff assistance to the environmentai quality

council to carry aut its water poiicy duties.”

Section 2. Section B5-2-112, MCA, is amended to read:

"B5-2-112. Department duties. The department shall:

{1} enforce and administer this chapter and rules adopted under B5-2-113, subject to the powers
and duties of the supreme court under 3-7-204;

(2) prescribe pracedures, forms, and requirements for applications, permits, certificates, claims of
axisting rights, and prdcaedings under this chapter and prescribe the information to be contained in any
application, claim of existing right, or other document to be filed with the dapartment under this chapter
not inconsistent with the requirements of this chapter;

(3). establish and keep in its Halena office a centralized record system of all existing rights and a
pubiic record of parmits, certificates, claims of existing rights, applications, and other documents fiied in

its office under this chapter;

{8{4) cooperate with, assist, advise, and coordinata plans and activities with the federal, state,

and local agencies in matters relating to this chapter;

+8¥5) upon request by any person, cooperate with, assist, and advise that person in matters
pertaining to measuring water or filing claims of existing rights with a district court under this chapter;

++(6] adopt rules necessary to reject, modify, or condition permit applications in highly

appropriated basins or subbasing as pravided in 85-2-319."

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Water information system. (1} There is a Montana water information
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system, to be operated within the natural resource information system referred to' in 90-15-301 and that
is to be considered a part of the system.

(2) The Montana water information system shall make available and readily accessible, in a usable
format, to state agencies and other interested persons, information on the state’s water resources,
out-of-state water resources that affect the state, existing and potential uses, and the existing and potential

demand,

Section 4. Section 30-15-303, MCA, is amended to read:
"90-15-303. Interagency cooperation. (1) State agencies shall cooperate with the library and the
committes in the planning of the natural resource information system.

(2) Within the limits of available resources, state agencies shall provide data requested by the

library for purposes of the natural resourcs infarmation system and the Montana natural heritage program.
If an agency does not posgess requested data or is unable to locate requested data, the agency shall infarm
the library. It is not necassary for an agency to conduct fieldwark or literature searches to obtain requested

data.”

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. [Section 3] is intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, and the provisions of Title S0, chapter 15, part 3, apply to
{section 3].

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 72
INTRODUCED BY MESAROS, COCCHIARELLA, ORR, GROSFIELD, DOHERTY, KNOX, RYAN, BROCKE
BY REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL

A BILLFOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT FORMALIZING THE OPERATION OF THE WATER INFORMATION
SYSTEM WITHIN THE NATURAL RESOURCE INFORMATION SYSTEM AT THE STATE LIBRARY; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 85-2-105, 85-2-112, AND 90-15-303, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 85-2-105, MCA, is amended to read:

"85-2-105. Environmental quality council -- water policy duties. (1) The environmental gquality
council shail meet as often as neceasary, including during the interim between sessions, to parfarm the
duties specifiad within this section.

{2) On a continuing basis, the envirenmental quality council shall:

{a) advise the legisiature on the adequacy of the state’s water policy and on important state,
regional, national, and international developments that affect Montana's water resources;

{b) oversee the policias and activities of the department, other state executive agencies, and other
state institutions as those policiss and activities affect the water rasources of the state; and

{c) communicate with the public on matters of water policy as well as the wataer resources of the

state,

{3) On a regular basis, the anvironmental quality council shall:

(a} analyze and comment on tha state water plan required by B5-1-203, when filed by the
department;

(b} analyze and commant on the report of the status of the state’s renewable resource grant and
loan program required by 85-1-821, when filed by the department;

(c} analyze and comment on water-related ressarch undertaken by any state agency, institution,
college, or university;

(d) analyze, verify, and comment on the adequacy of and information contained in the water

tasauraes-dota-management infarmation systam haintained by the depertrent natyral rescurce information
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system under 882112 [section 3]; and
(e) report 10 the legislature as provided in 5-11-210.
(4) The legislative services division shall provide staff assistance to the environmental quality

council ta carry out its water policy duties.”

Section 2. Section 85-2-112, MCA, is amended to read:

"86-2-112. Department duties. The department shait:

{1) enforce and administer this chapter and rules adopted under 85-2-113, subject to the powers
and dutias of the supreme court under 3-7-204;

(2) prescribe procedures, forms, and requirements for applications, permits, certificates, ctaims of
existing rights, and proceedings under this chapter and prescribe the information to be contained in any
application, claim of existing right, ar other document to be filed with the department under this chapter
not inconsistent with the requiremants of this chapter;

(3) | establish and keep in its Melena office a centralizad record system of all existing rights and a
public record of permits, certificates, claims of existing rights, applicatians, and other documaents fiied in

its office under this chapter;

{64{4] cooperate with, assist, advise, and coordinate plans and activities with the federal, state,

and local agencies in matters relating to this chapter;
{835] upon request by any person, cooperate with, assist, and advise that person in matters
pertaining to measuring water or filing claims of existing rights with a district court under this chapter;

+*{B] adopt ruies necessary to reject, modify, or condition permit applications in highly

appropriated basins or subbasins as provided in 85.2-319."

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Water information system. (1) There is a Montana water information
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system, to be operated within the natural resource information system referred td in 90-15-301 and that
is to be considered a part of the system.

(2) The Montana water information system shall make availabie and readily accessible, |r; a usable
format, to state agencies and other interasted persons, information on the state’s water resources,
out-of-state water resources that atfect the state, existing and potential uses, and the existing and potential

demand.

Section 4. Section 90-15-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"90-15-303. (nteragency cooperation. (1) State agencies shail cooperata with the iibrary and the
committes in the planning of the natural rescurce information system.

{2) Within the limits of available resources, state agencies shail provide data requested by the
library for purposes of tha natural resourca information system and the Montana natural heritage'prégram‘
If an agency does not possess requested data or i3 unable to locate requested dats, the agency shail inform
the library, It is not necessary for an agency to conduct fialdwork or literature searches to obtain requested

data.”

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. {Section 3] is intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 80, chapter 15, part 3, and the provisions of Title 90, chapter 15, part 3, apply to
(saction 3].

-END-
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