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SENATE BILL NO. 29 

INTRODUCED BY SWYSGOOD 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

SB0029.01 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE MOTOR CARRIER LAWS; 

6 ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A VEHICLE EXCEEDING A GROSS WEIGHT OF 80,000 POUNDS; 

7 ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A CRANE; INCREASING THE WEIGHT FEES FOR VEHICLES 

8 WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 80,000 POUNDS; INCREASING THE ALTERNATIVE GROSS WEIGHT FEES FOR 

9 CERTAIN VEHICLES WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 78,001 POUNDS; INCREASING THE FEES ON CERTAIN 

10 VEHICLES LICENSED IN OTHER STATES; ELIMINATING THE TEMPORARY CASH COMPLIANCE BOND FOR 

11 SPECIAL FUEL USERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-312, 61-10-104, 61-10-107, 61-10-109, 61-10-124, 

12 61-10-128, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-146, 61-10-201, 61-10-203, AND 61-10-211, MCA; 

1 3 REPEALING SECTION 15-70-308, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELA YEO EFFECTIVE DATE." 

14 

15 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

16 

17 Section 1. Section 61-8-312, MCA, is amended to read: 

18 "61-8-312. Special speed limitations on trucks, truck tractors, motor-driven cycles, and vehicles 

19 towing housetrailera. ( 1) A person may not operate a truck or truck tractor, the gross weight of which 

20 exceeds 8,000 pounds, at a speed greater than 65 miles ~ .s!.!1 hour on those completed sections of 

21 interstate and four-lane divided highways and 60 miles~ .s!.!1 hour on those completed sections of primary 

22 and secondary highways. However, the truck nighttime speed limit may not exceed that of automobiles, 

23 as stated in 61-8-303. 

24 12) A person may not operate a vehicle subject to a term permit under 61-10-124 (:31 lellilJ..l.Ql or a 

25 truck-trailer-trailer or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles subject to special perr:_nits 

26 under 61-10-1244$1.il. at a speed greater than 55 miles ~ .s!.!1 hour. 

27 (3) A person may not operate a motor-driven cycle at any time mentioned in 61-9-201 at a speed 

28 greater than 35 miles~ !!l hour unless the mot!)r-driven cycle is equipped with a headlamp or lamps that 

29 are adequate to reveal a person or vehicle at a distance of 300 feet ahead. 

30 {4) A person may not operate a vehicle that is towing a housetrailer at a speed greater than a 

. 1 . SB 29 
INTRODUCED BILL 
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maximum of 50 miles ~ an hour." 

Section,2. Section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 

3 

4 "61-10-104. Length•· definitions. (1) A single truck, bus, or any self-propelled vehicle. unladen 

5 or with load, may not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess of 55 feet. 

6 (2) (a) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination. the semitrailer may not exceed 53 

7 feet in length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-1 24. 

8 When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer or a truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination, the 

9 semitrailer and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 28 1 /2 feet each in length, excluding those 

1 O portions not designed. to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-1 24. Truck tractor-semitrailer, truck 

11 tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combinations are not subject to a 

12 combination length limit. 

13 (bl A stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter may not exceed 75 feet in length plus a 

14 maximum 3 feet of front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang, except as provided by 61- 10-1 24. 

15 "Stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter" means a truck tractor-semitrailer combination that has a 

16 fifth wheel on a drop frame located behind and below the rear axle of the truck tractor and that is designed 

17 and used for the transportation of vehicles or assembled boats or boat hulls. 

18 (cl All other combinations of vehicles may not have a combination length in excess of 75 feet, 

1 9 except as provided by 61-10-124. If the combination consists of more than two units, the rear units of the 

20 combination must be equipped with breakaway brakes. 

21 ( 31 A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw 

22 more than three motor vehicles attached to it by the triple saddle-mount method (that is, by mounting the 

23 front wheels. of one vehicle on the bed of another, leaving only the rear wheels of the vehicle in contact 

24 with the roadway), nor may this combination have a combination length in excess of 75 feet. 

25 (4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 pounds "manufacturers' rated capacity" may 

26 not tow more than one trailer or semitrailer, nor may this combination have a length in excess of 65 feet. 

27 (5) (a) The length of a vehicle combination consisting of a truck or truck-tractor and one pole 

28 trailer or semitrailer hauling raw logs may not exceed 75 feet in overall length. As used in this subsection 

29 ifil(a), the term "length" means the total length of the vehicle combination beginning at the front of the 

30 front bumper of the truck or truck-tractor and extending to the most distant end of the logs being hauled. 
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A term permit for an overlength vehicle combination, as provided in 61-10-124td+ill, does not apply to the 

2 vehicle combination described in this subsection @(a). A vehicle combination exceeding 75 feet must have 

3 a trip permit. 

4 (b) The maximum overhang of any log may not exceed 15 feet, except by 2 special, single-trip 

5 permit. Overhang is measured from the center of the rear-most axle to the most distant end of the logs 

6 being hauled. 

7 (cl The provisions in subsections (5)(a) and (5)(b) do not apply to a vehicle combination hauling 

8 utility poles. 

9 (6) As used in this chapter, the following definitions apply: 

10 (a) "Combination length" means the total length of a combination of vehicles, such as a truck 

11 tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination, measured from the front bumper of the motor vehicle to the back 

12 bumper or rear extremity of the last trailer, including the connection tongues. 

13 (b) "Combined trailer length" means the total length of a combination of trailers measured from the 

14 front of the first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the connection tongues and loads. 

15 (c) "Length", except as provided in subsection (5)(a), means the total longitudinal dimension of a 

16 single vehicle, a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of a trailer or semitrailer is measured from the front of 

17 the cargo-carrying unit to its rear, exclusive of safety or energy efficiency devices, air-conditioning units, 

18 air compressors, flexible fender extensions, splash and spray suppressant devices, bolsters, mechanical 

19 fastening devices, and hydraulic lift gates. 

20 (d) "Rocky Mountain double" means a combination of vehicles that includes a truck tractor pulling 

21 a long semitrailer and a shorter trailer." 

Section 3. Section 61-10-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 

23 

24 "61-10-107. Maximum gross weight wl'leR permit req1a1ired. (1) An axle may not carry a load 

25 in excess of 20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 inches or less than 96 inches 

26 apart may carry a load in excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total load transmitted to the road 

27 by all wheels whose centers are included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 inches apart, 

28 extending across the full width of the vehicle. For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or less apart 

29 are considered to be a single axle. A vehicle or combination may not have more than nine axles. The 

30 maximum gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or combination of vehicles must be determined 
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by the formula: 

2 W = 5OO((LN/(N - 1 )) + 12N + 36) 

3 in which W equals gross weight, L equals wheel base in feet. and N equals number of axles, except that 

4 two consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds each if the overall distance 

5 between the first and last axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or more. 

6 (2) (al Notwithstanding a vehicle's conformance with the requirements of subsection ( 1), except 

7 for the steering axle, all axles weighing over 11,000 pounds must have at least four tires or have wide-base 

8 tires. The maximum load on an axle, other than a steering axle, equipped with wide-base tires is limited to 

9 500 pounds IJef for each inch of tire width. 

1 O (b) The provisions of subsection (2)(a) do not apply to passenger buses. 

11 (c) For the purposes of this section, wide-base tires are tires that are 14 or more inches in nominal 

12 width. The maximum tire weight limit is computed for wide-base tires based on the number of inches 

13 shown on the tire marking, or if the tire marking is shown by metric size, the tire weight limit is computed 

14 by conversion of the metric size. 

15 (a) If the €Jress wei§ht ef a vehiele er eeffieiAatieA eiEeeeeo 80,000 peuAes, the •,ehiole or 

16 oeffiBiAatioA FAust have a speoial perffiit. The perffiit ffiB'T' se issues iA the eisoretieA ef the eepartFAORt of 

17 transportatioR eases OR evaluatioR of safot·r, highway oapaeity, aRe eeoReffiies ef highwav mainteRaRee 

18 a Re 11ehielo operatien. The fee is $ 20 per trip porffiit or $100 per terffl porfflit. A torffl permit ma1• Ret be 

19 issues for a perieEi ef tiR'le greater thaA the perieEi for whieh tl9o GI/W lieeRse is valiEi. OwRers of vel9ieles 

20 l,ieensee in other jurisdiotioRs R'18¥, at t19o eisoretioR of the ElopaFtmeRt, purel9ase permits to eupirs witl9 their 

21 registration. Permits ma•,· speeit•r aRel perR'lits issueel uneler e 1 10 124 (e) FRust speeify hi€Jh•,•,av routi~ 

22 14) A special permit issueEI uReler sueseetioA (a) fer tl9e traRsportation of agrioultural preeuets s•r 

23 farm ,,.ehieles from a harvestiRg eembiAe or ether harvestiRg maehiAery to the peiAt et fiFst uRleadiAg is for 

24 the full term et tho harvest soasoA of the agrieultural produot traAsperted. 

25 ~Ql This section does not apply to highways that are a part of tho national system of interstate 

26 and defense highways (as referred to in 23 U.S.C. 127) when application of this section would prevent this 

27 state from receiving federal funds for highway purposes." 

Section 4. Section 61-10-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 

29 

30 "61-10-109. Operation without special permits prohibited. The operation of vehicles or 
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combinations of vehicles having dimensions or weights in excess of the maximum limits specified in 

2 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-108 is permitted only if authorized by special 

3 permit issued under 61-10-1 21 through 61-10-125 by the department of transportation or its agents or the 

4 highway patrol." 

Section 5. Section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read: 

5 

6 

7 "61-10-124. Special permits-· fees e,a11es. (1) As usoEI in tllis soetien, "erane" Aleans a 

8 self prepolloEI, single unit •,ollisle eensisting of net A1ere tllan four miles anEI useEI for raising, sllifting, and 

9 lowering llea1,y weigllts 13i; Aleans ef a prejoeting swinging arAl. 

10 ~ill Except as provided in subsections ~ illJ.!ll, ~ 12J..l.Ql, and AA ill, in addition to the 

11 regular registration and gross vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a fee of $75 for 

1 2 each term permit issued for size anEI weigl=lt in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 

13 and e 1 1Q 1 Qe tl=lreugl=I e 1 1 Q 11 Q must be paid for all movements under special permits on the public 

14 highways under the jurisdiction of the department of transportation. 

1 5 fdl-.!ll. (a) Except as provided in subsections~ illJ.!ll, ~m.{Ql. AA ill, and t-7+ ill, term or 

16 blanket permits may not be issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing 

17 in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in excess 

18 of 95 feet; or an overheight vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet, or 

19 of a limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess 

20 of these dimensions is limited to trip permits. A Rocky Mountain double may not exceed 81 feet in 

21 combined trailer length, and the long semitrailer cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 48 feet in 

22 length. A Rocky Mountain double is not subject to a combination length limit. Special permits for vehicle 

23 combinations of more than two trailers or more than two units designed for or used to carry a load are not 

24 permitted except as provided in subsections AA ill and t-7+ ill- Special permits for vehicle combinations 

25 may specify and special permits under subsections AA i.1J. and t-7+ ill must specify highway routing and 

26 otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of the vehicle or combination, including but not limited 

27 to required equipment, speed, stability, operational procedures, and insurance. 

28 (b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in implements of husbandry and self-propelled 

29 machinery for an overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection ~ 1.21.l.fil. The fee for this 

30 permit is $75. This permit expires on December 31 of each year, with no grace period. 

\
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(cl With payment of the appropriate gross weight fees required by 61-10-201 and with payment 

2 of the fee prescribed in subsection rn ill, allowable gross weight of a five-axle combination logging vehicle 

3 is 80,000 pounds. 

4 (dl A term permit may be issued for any combination of vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but 

5 does not exceed 100 feet in combination length, except a truck-trailer-trailer or a truck 

6 tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for travel only on highways that are part of the federal-aid 

7 interstate system, as defined in 60-1-103, or on other highways within a 2-mile radius of an interchange 

8 on the interstate system in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a terminal. When a 

9 terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal and the 

10 interchange. The fee for this permit is $125. 

11 (el A term permit may be issued for a truck tractor-semitrailer combination when the semitrailer 

12 exceeds 53 feet in length but does not exceed 57 feet in length. 

13 t4+Ql Except as provided in subsection~ i1.J.ill, a permit may not be issued for a period of time 

14 greater than the period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in this title, including grace periods 

15 allowed by this title. Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the 

16 department of transportation, purchase permits to expire with their registration. A license required by the 

1 7 state governs the issuance of a special permit. 

18 (!ii Tlcle awner er 0f18Fatar af e erane wiH, a !!Jress ¥eAiele wei§Rt ef less tAan 80,000 f!OUnas FRa•,• 

19 purelclasa a 30 aav spaaial parFRit far a1taass wei!i)Rt if tl:la arena Jaiae a aurrent spaoial mebile eeiuif!ment 

20 iaentifieatian f'llate ana if tAe Elef;lartment af traASJ'lBrtatien l:las aflf!FBYea the eonfiguratian af tl:le erane 

21 tlclraugA a weight analysis SBA'lflletea witlclin tl:\a saFRa aalanear year. Tlala f!Ormit is net transferable, ane tAe 

22 foe for tl:le J'lermit is $ 200. 

23 «»ill The department may issue special permits to the operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer 

24 or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles under the following conditions: 

25 (al the combination may be operated only on highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate 

26 system, as defined in 60-1-103, and within a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate system on 

27 other highways only in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a terminal. When a 

28 terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal and the 

29 interchange. 

30 (bl a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over (tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not 
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exceed overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang; 

2 (cl a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional truck-tractor may not exceed overall 

3 length of 110 !eet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang; 

4 Id) an individual cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 28 1 /2 feet in length and 102 

5 inches in width; 

6 (e) gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on the truck or truck tractor for the declared 

7 registered gross weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed the formula in 61-10-107; 

8 (f) the combination must have a resHieteel F8t1te peFffiit t1Ael0F 61 1 Q 1 Q7(6) aAel a special 

9 overlength permit issued at a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit; 

1 O (g) travel of the combination may be restricted to specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, 

11 or seasonal periods; and 

12 (h) the department may enforce any other restrictions determined by the department to be 

13 necessary. The permit is not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200. 

14 {-7-Hfil The department of transportation may issue special permits under subsection fat ill for 

15 vehicle combinations that consist of a truck-trailer-trailer if: 

16 (a) the vehicle combination's overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, is not more than 

1 7 95 feet; and 

18 (bl the person, firm, or corporation applying for the permit: 

19 (i) restricts truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the hauling of talc ore, 

20 chlorite, dolomite, limestone, and custom combine equipment; 

21 Iii) operated the truck-trailer-trailer combination before July 1, 1987; 

22 (iii) restricts the truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the specified routes that 

23 those vehicles used before July 1, 1987; and 

24 liv) provides the department of transportation with an affidavit confirming the routes used before 

25 July 1, 1987, for truck-trailer-trailer operations." 

26 

27 Section 6. Section 61-10-128, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 "61-10-128. When authorities may restrict right to use roadway. (1) A local authority may not 

29 alter the limitations provided in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 or 

30 substitute other limitations or requirements, except as provided in this section. 
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(2) The department of transportation by order, or a local road authority by ordinance or resolution, 

2 may prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a 

3 public highw~y under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is responsible for maintenance whenever 

4 the highway will be seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow, or other climatic 

5 conditions, unless the use of vehicles on the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights and 

6 speed are reduced. The department of transportation or the authority that enacts the ordinance or resolution 

7 shall erect signs designating the department's order or the authority's ordinance or resolution at each end 

8 of that portion of the highway affected, and the order, ordinance, or resolution is not effective until the 

9 signs are erected. The department of transportation or the authority by ordinance or resolution may prohibit 

1 O the operation of trucks or other commercial vehicles or impose limitations on their weight on designated 

11 highways, subject to the provisions of subsection (3). These prohibitions and limitations must be designated 

12 by appropriate signs placed on the highways. 

13 (3) Neither the department of transportation nor a local authority may prohibit the operation of or 

14 impose a restriction on the weight of a vehicle loaded with perishable seed potatoes that is traveling on a 

15 public highway if: 

16 {a) the vehicle is being operated within its legal licensed gross vehicle weight; 

17 (13! a 13erFRit Aas 13een iss1:10El 1:1neer 61 1 Q 107(:31, F0!jOFElless ef tAe veRiele's gross we1g"1t, 

18 s1:1eeifying the mute frorn 1:1oiRt ef loaEliR!l te H-10 Rearest RORrestrieted road; and 

19 feti.Ql the driver possesses a federal-state inspection certificate issued for the load. 

20 (4) A 13orFRit refoFFed ta iR sul3soetien (al rnav be FBYeked for vielatin!l BRV eenElition ef tAe 13ermit." 

21 

22 

23 

Section 7. Section 61-10-144, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-144. Violation of standards -- tolerance. (1) It is a misdemeanor for a person, firm, or 

24 corporation to violate any provision of 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-11 O. 

25 (2) However, the operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles may move over the highways 

26 to the first open state scale, permanent or portable, without incurring the excess weight penalties set forth 

27 in 61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles does not exceed allowable 

28 total gross weight limitations by more than 7% and if the weight carried by any axle or combination of 

29 axles does not exceed the allowable axle weight limitations by more than 7%. In tAo a•;ent t"1at !! the 

30 vehicle or combination of vehicles is not in excess of the allowable total gross or axle weight limitations 
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by more than 7%, the department may issue a single trip permit for the fee of $10, allowing the vehicle 

2 or combination of vehicles to move over the highways to the first facility where its load can be safely 

3 adjusted or to its destination. Violations of total gross or axle weight limitations in excess of 7 % are subject 

4 to the fines provided in 61-10-145, and all loads in excess of 7% of the total gross or axle weight 

5 limitations: 

6 (a) may be required to be adjusted or reduced to conform to the size and weight limitations before 

7 the vehicle or combination of vehicles is moved from the point of weighing; or 

8 (b) may be issued a permit as authorized by 61-10-141. 

9 (3) An e13ornter ef a YOAiole er eeml:linatien ef YOAieles Sl,ll:ljeet te tAe 13re¥isiens ef 61 10 107(4) 

10 Farm vehicles transporting agricultural products from a harvesting combine or other harvesting machinery 

11 may move over a highway, except any highway that is part of the federal-aid interstate system, within a 

12 50-mile radius of the harvested field to the point of first unloading without incurring the excess weight 

13 penalties set forth in 61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the farm vehicle or combination of vehicles does 

14 not exceed allowable weight limitations by more than 20% ~ for each axle, but the maximum load ~ 

15 for each inch of tire width may not exceed 670 pounds. The farm vehicle or combination of vehicles may 

16 not exceed 40 miles an hour. A single trip permit, as required in subsection (2), is not applicable to the farm 

1 7 vehicle or combination of vehicles. When a farm vehicle or combination of vehicles violates any of the 

18 provisions of this subsection, the fine or penalty imposed applies to that portion of the load above the legal 

19 limit." 

20 

21 Section 8. Section 61-10-145, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "61-10-145. Penalties. ( 1) A person, firm, or corporation convicted of violating 61-10-101 through 

23 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be punished by a fine of not less than $30 or more than 

24 $100. A person, firm, or corporation convicted of operating a motor vehicle upon the public highways of 

25 this state with weight upon a wheel, axle, or group of axles greater than the maximum permitted by 

26 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be fined, in addition to other 

27 penalties provided by law for the offense, the following amounts: 

28 (a) $30 for any excess weight up to and including 2,000 pounds; 

29 (bl $75 for any excess weight more than 2,000 pounds and less than 4,001 pounds; 

30 (cl $125 for any excess weight more than 4,000 pounds and less than 6,001 pounds; 
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1 (d) $175 for any excess weight more than 6,000 pounds and less than 8,001 pounds; 

2 (e) $250 for any excess weight more than 8,000 pounds and less than 10,001 pounds; 

3 (f) $275 for any excess weight more than 10,000 pounds and less than 12,001 pounds; 

4 (g) $300 for any excess weight more than 12,000 pounds and less than 14,001 pounds; 

5 (h) $400 for any excess weight more than 14,000 pounds and less than 16,001 pounds; 

6 (i) $500 for any excess weight more than 16,000 pounds and less than 18,001 pounds; 

7 (j) $600 for any excess weight more than 18,000 pounds and less than 20,001 pounds; 

8 (k) $1,000 for any excess weight more than 20,000 pounds and less than 25,001 pounds; 

9 II) $2,000 for any excess weight more than 25,000 pounds. 

10 (2) If a motor vehicle is equipped with a retractable axle that is not fully extended and carrying its 

11 proportionate share of the load while the motor vehicle is operated upon the highways of this state, the 

1 2 weight penalties in subsection ( 1) apply to all weight over the legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles 

13 regardless of whether the axle is extended at the time of weighing. In addition to the penalties in subsection 

14 ( 1), the owner or operator shall be fined $100 for failure to have the retractable axle fully extended while 

1 5 the gross weight of the vehicle exceeds the legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles. 

16 (3) A complaint filed and a summons or notice to appear issued pertaining to a violation of the 

1 7 · gross weight regulations in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 must specify 

18 the amount of the excess weight that the defendant is alleged to have had upon the vehicle or combination 

19 of vehicles. 

20 ( 1 l Tho 19onoltioe in suesoetion 11 l elo not 01919ly to an 019orator who fails to soouro a s13oeial 13ermit 

21 as 13rovieloel for in 61 1 g 1 Q::Z(<ll if tho vohiolo or eomeination of vohiolos is not overweight with that 13ermit. 

22 Tho failure te eetain the s13oeial 19orrnit is 19unishaele unelor 61 1 g 14 6 anel unelor this seetien as 13revieleel 

23 in 61 1 g 146, anel tho e13erater is roqt1ireel to 19urohaso tho 19ormit. If tl:ie ,_.ol:iielo or oomeination of vel:iieles 

24 oneeeels the weight limitations allo·,•,•eel ev s19ooial permit anel tl:io 019orator fails to oetain a 19ermit tlfleef 

25 61 1G 10::Z(<ll, tl:io 19onalties of s1,1eseetien (1) a1919I~• to tho .,.,,oigl=lt oirnooeling sg,ggg 1301,1nels. 

26 tel-ill It is a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in 46-18-212, for a person, firm, or corporation 

27 to violate any of the provisions of 61-10-123, 61-10-141, or 61-10-142." 

Section 9. Section 61-10-146, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 

29 

30 "61-10-146. Special permits -- misrepresentations and violations as misdemeanor. (1) A person 
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who knowingly and willfully misrepresents the size or weight of a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, 

2 object, or other thing in obtaining a special permit or who does not follow the requirements and conditions 

3 of the special permit or who operates a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing the 

4 size or weight of which requires a special permit without first obtaining a special permit is guilty of a 

5 misdemeanor. 

6 (2) A person, firm, or corporation convicted of: 

7 (a) operating a vehicle or combination of vehicles with weight upon a wheel, axle, or group of axles 

8 greater than the maximum authorized by a special permit or of operating without a special permit a vehicle 

9 or combination of vehicles the weight of which requires a special permit shall, in addition to the other 

10 penalties provided by law for the offense, be punished by a fine in the amount provided in 61-10-145(1); 

11 or 

12 (b) violating any provision of 61-10-124tel-ill or any restriction on the special permits is~ued by 

13 the department under 61-10-124tel-ill shall be punished by a fine of not less than $500 or more than 

14 $1,000, and all special permits issued for the operation of the combination in violation sfla# must be 

15 confiscated. The combination must be separated into combinations of legal length before the units may 

16 proceed." 

17 

18 Section 10. Section 61-10-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "61-10-201. Weight fees on motortrucks, truck tractors, and buses. In addition to other fees for 

20 the licensing of vehicles and except as provided in 61-10-203, there must be paid and collected annually 

21 for each truck, truck tractor, and bus, based upon the manufacturer's rated capacity for trucks with a 

22 capacity of 1 ton or less and upon the maximum gross loaded weight and the maximum gross weight of 

23 any towed unit of each truck and truck tractor as set by the licensee in the licensee's application, the 

24 following fees: 

25 Schedule I 

26 Manufacturer's rated capacity up to 1 /2 ton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 7 .00 

27 Manufacturer's rated capacity of 3/4 ton ....................................... 12.50 

28 Manufacturer's rated capacity of 1 ton ........................................ 17 .50 

29 Up to 16,000 lbs ....................................................... 21 .00 

30 16,001 through 18,000 lbs ................................................ 28.00 
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1 18,001 through 20,000 lbs 

2 20,001 through 22,000 lbs 

3 22,001 through 24,000 lbs 

4 24,001 through 26,000 lbs 

5 26,001 through 28,000 lbs 

6 28,001 through 30,000 lbs 

7 30,001 through 32,000 lbs 

8 32,001 through 34,000 lbs 

9 34,001 through 36,000 lbs 

10 36,001 through 38,000 lbs 

11 38,001 through 40,000 lbs 

12 40,001 through 42,000 lbs 

13 42,001 through 44,000 lbs 

14 44,001 through 46,000 lbs 

15 46,001 through 48,000 lbs 

16 48,001 through 50,000 lbs 

17 50,001 through 52,000 lbs 

18 52,001 through 54,000 lbs 

19 54,001 through 56,000 lbs 

20 56,001 through 58,000 lbs 

21 58,001 through 60,000 lbs 

22 60,001 through 62,000 lbs 

23 62,001 through 64,000 lbs 

24 64,001 through 66,000 lbs 

25 66,001 through 68,000 lbs 

26 68,001 through 70,000 lbs 

27 70,001 through 72,000 lbs 

28 72,001 through 74,000 lbs 

29 74,001 through 76,000 lbs 

30 76,001 through 78,000 lbs 

I l'l;.islaJive 
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................................................ 37.50 

................................................ 47.00 

................................................ 70.00 

................................................ 90.00 

110.00 

130.00 

150.00 

170.00 

190.00 

............................................... 215.00 

............................................... 235.00 

............................................... 255.00 

............................................... 275.00 

............................................... 300.00 

............................................... 320.00 

............................................... 340.00 

............................................... 360.00 

............................................... 380.00 

............................................... 400.00 

............................................... 420.00 

............................................... 440.00 

............................................... 460.00 

............................................... 482.50 

............................................... 502.50 

............................................... 522.50 

· · · · · · · · · · · · ·, · · · · · ............................ 545.75 

· · · · · · · · · , · · · · ................................. 566.50 

· · · · · • • • • • • · ·, · · · · ............................. 607.50 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·, · · · ............. • ............... 655.00 

· · · · · · · · ·, · · · · · · · · ........ , .................... 695.00 
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1 78,001 through 80,000 lbs ............................................... 750.00 

2 Over 80,000 lbs. and within the weight limits 

3 specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-11 O 

12 Section 11. Section 61-10-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

750.00 

plus an additional 46.00 

for each ton or fraction of a ton 

in excess of 80,000 lbs0 

plus an additional $100.00 

to exceed the 80,000 lbs. 

federal gross weight limit." 

13 "61-10-203. Alternative gross weight fees on motortrucks and truck tractors with special trailer 

14 combinations. ( 1) In addition to other fees for the licensing of vehicles, there must be paid and collected 

15 annually for each motortruck or truck tractor operating under the provisions of 61-10-12-iAAi.11 and f-7} @, 

16 based upon the maximum combined gross loaded weight of a truck tractor or a motortruck and trailers, as 

17 set by the licensee in the application, the following fees: 

1 8 Schedule II 

19 Truck tractor or a motortruck and trailers: 

20 Upto42,000Ibs .................................................... $ 571.00 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

42,001 to 44,000 lbs 

44,001 to 46,000 lbs 

46,001 to 48,000 lbs 

48,001 to 50,000 lbs 

50,001 to 52,000 lbs 

52,001 to 54,000 lbs 

54,001 to 56,000 lbs 

56,001 to 58,000 lbs 

58,001 to 60,000 lbs 

60,001 to 62,000 lbs 

- 13 -

631.00 

691.00 

752.00 

812.00 

871.00 

931.00 

992.00 

1,052.00 

1,112.00 

1,172.00 
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62,001 to 64,000 lbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,233.00 

2 64,001 to 66,000 lbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,293.00 

3 66,001 to 68,000 lbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,352.00 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

68,001 to 70,000 lbs 

70,001 to 72,000 lbs 

72,001 to 74,000 lbs 

74,001 to 76,000 lbs 

76,001 to 78,000 lbs 

1,412.00 

1,473.00 

1,533.00 

1,593.00 

1,653.00 

9 78,001 aAd eYer to 80,000 lbs ...................................... ~ 1.718.50 

1 O 13or teA er fraetieA thereof 

11 Over 80,000 lbs. and within the weight limits 

12 specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 

61-10-106 through 61-10-110 1,718.50 

plus an additional $65.50 

for each ton or fraction of a ton 

in excess of 80,000 lbs. 

plus an additional $100.00 

to exceed the 80,000 lbs. 

federal gross weight limit. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

(2) The trailers or semitrailers must be currently registered in another country, state, or county." 

22 Section 12. Section 61-10-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

23 "61-10-211. Fees on motortrucks, truck tractors, trailers, and semitrailers from other states. (1) 

24 In lieu of other fees for the licensing of vehicles, there must be collected a fee for each motortruck and 

25 truck tractor already licensed for the year in another jurisdiction and operated upon an itinerant basis in this 

26 state. The fee provided in subsection (2) must be collected upon each entrance of the vehicle into the state 

27 and must be based upon the number of miles to be traveled in the state and the registered gross vehicle 

28 weight of the motortruck or truck tractor as shown in the application of the nonresident operator. 

29 (2) The fee for each trip in Montana is: 

30 
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Up to 46,000 lbs. 

2 46,001 through 80,000 lbs. 

3 Over 80,001 lbs. 

4 Triple combination 

$10 

20 

69 50 

4Q 60 

$15 

30 

4& 65 

00 80 

$20 

40 

00 80 

8G 100 

S80029.01 

5 13) The fees do not apply to any trailer the principal use of which is as temporary or permanent 

6 living quarters, or to any vehicle of a carnival that is under contract with a state, county, or district fair 

7 association. 

8 14) A fee must be collected for each nonresident, unlicensed or unregistered trailer or semitrailer 

· 9 entering Montana. The fee for each trip in Montana is: 

1 O (a) $10 for each trip of 200 miles or less; 

11 (b) $15 for each trip of over 200 miles to 400 miles; and 

12 (c) $20 for each trip of over 400 miles." 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Repealer. Section 15-70-308, MCA, is repealed. 

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Effective date. [This act] is effective January 1, 1998. 

-END-

- 15 - SB 29 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for SB0029. as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act generally revising the motor carrier laws; eliminating the special permit for a 
vehicle exceeding a gross weight of 80,000 pounds; eliminating the special permit for a 
crane; increasing the weight fees for vehicles weighing in excess o: 80,000 pounds; 
increasing the alternative gross weight fees for certain vehicles weighing in excess o: 
78,001 pounds; increasing the fees on certain vehicles licensed in other states; and 
eliminating the temporary cash compliance bond for special fuel users. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

Eliminating the Special Permit for a Vehicle Exceeding 80,000 lbs (RRLP/Restr'cted Route 
Load Permit) 
1. There were 3,021 vehicles over 80,000 lbs. licensed under the International 

Registration Plan (IRP) issued Restricted Route Load Permits (RRLPI during fiscal 
year 1996. Another 262 vehicles from other Jurisdictions apportioned with Montana 
were also issued RRLPs, for a total of 3,283 vehicles. 

2. The average percent of miles traveled in Montana by the vehicles listed in 
assumption 1 was 56.7. 

3. Under current law, each vehicle listed in assumption 1 would be issued a $100 term 
(yearly) RRLP. Under this proposed legislation, the $100 fee would be multiplied by 
the average percent of miles traveled in Montana to determine the new fee.· For the 
vehicles in assumption 2, the reduction in fees would be as follows: ($100.00-
56.70)*3,283 = $142,154. 

4. An additional 1,437 vehicles over 80,000 lbs., fully licensed in Montana, purchase 
gross vehicle weight (GVW) fees for an average of ten months per year. 

5. The average percent of miles traveled in Montana for the vehicles listed in 
assumption 4 is 83.33 (for ten months). 

6. Under current law, each vehicle in assumption 4 would be issued a $100 term (yearly) 
RRLP. Under this proposed legislation, the $100 fee would be multiplied by the 
average percent of miles traveled in Montana to determine the new fee. For the 
vehicles in assumption 4, the reduction in fees would be as follows: ($100.00-
83.33)*1,437 = $23,956. 

7. Revenue for single trip RRLP will remain the same. Under current law, vehicles over 
80,000 lbs. which are not licensed in Montana must purchase a single trip (license) 
permit and a single trip $20 RRLP. Under the proposed legislation, 61-10-211, MCA, 
is amended to provide a $20 increase for trip (license) permits for vehicles over 
80,000 lbs, which brings the total fee to $40. 

8. The total RRLP revenue will decrease $166,110, ($142,154 + $23,956). 
Eliminating the Special crane Perm+t 
9. There were no crane permits issued under current law. There will be no revenue 

impact by eliminating the crane permit. 
Eliminating the Temporary Cash compliance Bond for Special Fuel Users 
10. One $100 cash compliance bond was issued during fiscal 1996. 
11. Temporary cash compliance bond revenue will decrease $100. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Revenues: 
FY98 

Difference 
Highway Special Revenue Account (02) (166,210) 

FY99 
Difference 

(166,210) 

~f~ /-J-'17 
DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE CHUCK SWYSGOOD, PRI 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

/-'1-'11 
DATE 
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SENATE BILL NO. 29 

INTRODUCED BY SWYSGOOD 

SB0029.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

2 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE MOTOR CARRIER LAWS; 

6 ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A VEHICLE EXCEEDING A GROSS WEIGHT OF 80,000 POUNDS; 

7 ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A CRANE; INCREASING THE WEIGHT FEES FOR VEHICLES 

8 WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 80,000 POUNDS; INCREASING THE ALTERNATIVE GROSS WEIGHT FEES FOR 

9 CERTAIN VEHICLES WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 78,001 POUNDS; INCREASING THE FEES ON CERTAIN 

1 O VEHICLES LICENSED IN OTHER STATES; ELIMINATING THE TEMPORARY CASH COMPLIANCE BOND FOR 

11 SPECIAL FUEL USERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-312, 61-10-104, 61-10-107, 61-10-109, 61-10-124, 

12 61-10-128, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-146, 61-10-201, 61-10-203, AND 61-10-211, MCA; 

13 REPEALING SECTION 15-70-308, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELO..YED EFFECTIVE DATE." 

14 

15 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

16 

17 Section 1. Section 61-8-312, MCA, is amended to read: 

18 "61-8-312. Special speed limitations on trucks, truck tractors, motor-driven cycles, and vehicles 

19 towing housetrailers. (1) A person may not operate a truck or truck tractor, the gross weight of which 

20 exceeds 8,000 pounds, at a speed greater than 65 miles t,ef an hour on those completed sections of 

21 interstate and four-lane divided highways and 60 miles~ an hour on those completed sections of primary 

22 and secondary highways. However, the truck nighttime speed limit may not exceed that of automobiles, 

23 as stated in 61-8-303. 

24 (2) A person may not operate a vehicle subject to a term permit under 61-10-1 2~J1.lli!l or a 

25 truck-trailer-trailer or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles subject to special permits 

26 under 61-10-1 24.feH.11 at a speed greater than 55 miles t,ef an hour. 

27 (3) A person may not operate a motor-driven cycle at any time mentioned in 61-9-201 at a speed 

28 greater than 35 miles t,ef an hour unless the motor-driven cycle is equipped with a headlamp or lamps that 

29 are adequate to reveal a person or vehicle at a distance of 300 feet ahead. 

30 (4) A person may not operate a vehicle that is towing a housetrailer at a speed greater than a 
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maximum of 50 miles ~ an hour." 

Section 2. Section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 

3 

4 "61-10-104. Length -- definitions. (1) A single truck, bus, or any self-propelled vehicle, unladen 

5 or with load, may not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, 1n excess of 55 feet. 

6 12) la) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination, the semitrailer may not exceed 53 

7 feet in length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a load, except as provided by 61-1 0 124. 

8 When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer or a truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination, the 

9 semitrailer and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 28 1 /2 feet each in length, excluding t 1se 

1 O portions not designed to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10- 124. Truck tractor-semitrailer, truck 

11 tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combinations are not subject to a 

12 combination length limit. 

13 (b) A stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter may not exceed 75 feet ,n length plus a 

14 maximum 3 feet of front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang, except as provided by 61-10-124. 

15 "Stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter" means a truck tractor-semitrailer combination that has a 

16 fifth wheel on a drop frame located behind and below the rear axle of the truck tractor and that is designed 

17 and used for the transportation of vehicles or assembled boats or boat hulls. 

18 le) All other combinations of vehicles may not have a combination length in excess of 75 feet, 

19 except as provided by 61-10-124. If the combination consists of more than two units, the rear units of the 

20 combination must be equipped with breakaway brakes. 

21 (3) A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw 

22 more than three motor vehicles attached to it by the triple saddle-mount method (that is, by mounting the 

23 front wheels of one vehicle on the bed of another, leaving only the rear wheels of the vehicle in contact 

24 with the roadway), nor may this combination have a combination length in excess of 75 feet. 

25 14) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 pounds "manufacturers' rated capacity" may 

26 not tow more than one trailer or semitrailer, nor may this combination have a length in excess of 65 feet. 

27 (5) (a) The length of a vehicle combination consisting of a truck or truck-tractor and one pole 

28 trailer or semitrailer hauling raw logs may not exceed 75 feet in overall length. As used in this subsection 

29 J_fil(a), the term "length" means the total length of the vehicle combination beginning at the front of the 

30 front bumper of the truck or truck-tractor and extending to the most distant end of the logs being hauled. 
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A term permit for an overlength vehicle combination, as provided in 61-10-124~@, does not apply to the 

2 vehicle combination described in this subsection ifil.(a). A vehicle combination exceeding. 75 feet must have 

3 a trip permit. 

4 (b) The maximum overhang of any log may not exceed 15 feet, except by 2 special, single-trip 

5 permit. Overhang is measured from the center of the rear-most axle to the most distant end of the logs 

6 being hauled. 

7 (cl The provisions in subsections (5)(a) and (5)(b) do not apply to a vehicle combination hauling 

8 utility poles. 

9 (6) As used in this chapter, the following definitions apply: 

1 O (a) "Combination length" means the total length of a combination of vehicles, such as a truck 

11 tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination, measured from the front bumper of the motor vehicle to the back 

12 bumper or rear extremity of the last trailer, including the connection tongues, 

13 (b) "Combined trailer length" means the total length of a c,~mbination of trailers measured from the 

14 front of the first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the connection tongues and loads. 

15 (c) "Length", except as provided in subsection (5)(a), means the total longitudinal dimension of a 

16 single vehicle, a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of a trailer or semitrailer is measured from the front of 

17 the cargo-carrying unit to its rear, exclusive of safety or energy efficiency devices, air-conditioning units, 

18 air compressors, flexible fender extensions, splash and spray suppressant devices, bolsters, mechanical 

19 fastening devices, and hydraulic lift gates. 

20 (d) "Rocky Mountain double" means a combination of vehicles that includes a truck tractor pulling 

21 a long semitrailer and a shorter trailer." 

22 

23 

24 

Section 3. Section 61-10-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-107. Maximum gross weight ,..,,hen peFfflit F8(lUiFell. ( 1 ) An axle may not carry a load 

25 in excess of 20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 inches or less than 96 inches 

26 apart may carry a load in excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total load transmitted to the road 

27 by all wheels whose centers are included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 inches apart, 

28 extending across the full width of the vehicle. For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or less apart 

29 are considered to be a single axle. A vehicle or combination may not have more than nine axles. The 

30 maximum gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or combination of vehicles must be determined 
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by the formula: 

2 W 0= 500((LNl(N - 1 ll + 12N + 36) 

3 in which W equals gross weight, L equals wheel base in feet, and N equals number of axles, except that 

4 two consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds each if the overall distance 

5 between the first and last axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or more. 

6 (2) (al Notwithstanding a vehicle's conformance with the requirements of subsection ( 1 ), except 

7 for the steering axle, all axles weighing over 11,000 pounds must have at least four tires or have wide-base 

8 tires. The maximum load on an axle, other than a steering axle, equipped with wide-base tires is limited to 

9 500 pounds 1'ef for each inch of tire width. 

1 O (bl The provisions of subsection (2)(a) do not apply to passenger buses. 

11 (c) For the purposes of this section, wide-base tires are tires that are 14 or more inches in norTiinal 

12 width. The maximum tire weight limit is computed for wide-base tires based on the number of inches 

13 shown on the tire marking, or if the tire marking is shown by metric size, the tire weight limit is computed 

14 by conversion of the metric size. 

15 (al If the §FOSS wei§ht of a vehiele or eombination eJEeeess 80,000 pounss, the vohiele or 

16 eombination must ha.,.e a speeial permit. Tho porfflit fflay be issues in the diserotion of the separtment of 

17 transportation bases on evaluation of safety, highwa'f eapaeity, and eeonofflios of highway maintenanee 

18 and 11ehiele operation. Tho fee is $20 per trip porfflit or $100 per term permit. /\ term permit ma·, neH}e 

19 issues for a peried sf tirne greater than the perios for whieh tho GV'.l\l lioense is ~•alis. Owners of 11ehioles 

20 lieenses in ether jurisdietiens fflay, at the sisoretion of the dopartrnent, purehase perrnits re enpire with their 

21 rogistratien. Permits may speeif•,• and permits issued under e1 10 124 (e) fflust speaify hi§hway routing. 

22 141 A speeial permit issued uneler susseetion (al for the transportatien ef agrieultural preduets b•r 

23 farm 11ehieles froffl a har11estin§ eefflsine er ether har.,.estin§ maehinery to tho point of first unloasing is fef 

24 the full term sf tho harvest season of the a§rieultural prosuet transported. 

25 ~@ This section does not apply to highways that are a part of the national system of interstate 

26 and defense highways (as referred to in 23 U.S.C. 127) when application of this section would prevent this 

27 state from receiving federal funds for highway purposes." 

Section 4. Section 61-10-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 

29 

30 "61-10-109. Operation without special permits prohibited. The operation of vehicles or 
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combinations of vehicles having dimensions or weights in excess of the maximum limits specified in 

2 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-108 is permitted only if authorized by special 

3 permit issued under 61-10-1 21 through 61-10-125 by the department of transportation or its agents or the 

4 highway patrol." 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 5. Section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-124. Special permits -- fees eraRes. (1) .O.s 1,1sod iA tl=lis seetioA, "oraAe" FA0aAs a 

self propelled, siA!Jle uAit ·,el=lielo eensisting of Aot FA0F0 tAaA fotir ai<les aAd tised for raising, sl=liftin!J, and 

loweriAg heavy weigAts By FAoaAs of a 13rojoetiA9 swiA§iA9 arFA. 

mru Except as provided in subsections~~' ~ ilJ.1.gJ_, and tel- .l±l., in addition to the 

regular registration and gross vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a fee of $ 75 for 

each term permit issued for size and weigl=lt in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 

and e 1 10 1 Oe through e 1 10 110 must be paid for all moveme11ts under special permits on the public 

highways under the jurisdiction of the department of transportation. 

tdtill (a) Except as provided in subsections ~ 11.J.i.Ql, ~Jll.1.g_)_, tel- 1±1, and f7+ 1.fil, term or 

blanket permits may not be issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing 

in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in excess 

of 95 feet; or an overheight vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet-, or 

of a limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess 

of these dimensions is limited to trip permits. A Rocky Mountain double may not exceed 81 feet in 

combined trailer length, and the long semitrailer cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 48 feet in 

length. A Rocky Mountain double is not subject to a combination length limit. Special permits for vehicle 

combinations of more than two trailers or more than two units designed for or used to carry a load are not 

permitted except as provided in subsections tel- 1±1 and f7+ 1.fil. Special permits for vehicle combinations 

may specify and special permits under subsections tel- 1±1 and f7+ 1fil must specify highway routing and 

otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of the vehicle or combination, including but not limited 

to required equipment, speed, stability, operational procedures, and insurance. 

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in implements of husbandry and self-propelled 

machinery for an overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection f3tf.at 1ll.lfil. The fee for this 

permit is $75. This permit expires on December 31 of each year, with no grace period. 
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(c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fees required by 61-10-201 and with payment 

2 of the fee prescribed in subsection mill, allowable gross weight of a five-axle combination logging vehicle 

3 is 80,000 pounds. 

4 (dl A term permit may be issued for any combination of vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but 

5 does not exceed 100 feet in combination length, except a truck-trailAr-trailer or a truck 

6 tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for travel only on highways that are part of the federal-aid 

7 interstate system, as defined in 60-1-103, or on other highways within a 2-mile radius of an interr:hange 

8 on the interstate system in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a terminal. When a 

9 terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal and the 

10 interchange. The fee for this permit is $125. 

11 (el A term permit may be issued 'for a truck tractor-semitrailer combination when the semitrailer 

12 exceeds 53 feet in length but does not exceed 57 feet in length. 

13 f4H.fil Except as provided in subsection~ 111J.!ll, a permit may not be issued for a period of time 

14 greater than the period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in this title, including grace periods 

15 allowed by this title. Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the 

16 department of transportation, purchase permits to expire with their registration. A license required by the 

17 state governs the issuance of a special permit. 

18 (e) Hie ewAor or 013orater of a oraAo witl=i a §ross vel=iielo wei§l=it of less tl=iaA 80,000 13ouAds may 

19 purohase a 30 Elay speeial permit fer e11oess woi!!l=it if tl=ie eraAe has a eurreAt speeial meeile equipment 

20 ideAtifieatioA 13late aAEI if tl=io E1013artmeAt of traAs13ortatioA has a1313reved the eonfi!juration of the erane 

21 threu§l=i a woi§l=it aAalysis eom13leted witl=iin tl=io saFAo ealendar year. Tl=ie 13ermit is not transferaele, and the 

22 foe for tho 13ormit is $200. 

23 AAW The department may issue special permits to the operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer 

24 or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles under the following conditions: 

25 (al the combination may be operated only on highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate 

26 system, as defined in 60-1-103, and within a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate system on 

27 other highways only in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a terminal. When a 

28 terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal and the 

29 interchange. 

30 (bl a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over (tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not 

i-Legislative 
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1 exceed overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang; 

2 (c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional truck-tractor may not exceed overall 

3 length of 110 feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang; 

4 (d) an individual cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 28 1 /2 feet in length and 102 

5 inches in width; 

6 (e) gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on the truck or truck tractor for the declared 

7 registered gross weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed the formula in 61-10-107; 

8 (f) the combination must have a rostriotoa route J;)ermit unaer e1 10 107(:3) ana a special 

9 overlength permit issued at a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit; 

10 (g) travel of the combination may be restricted to specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, 

11 or seasonal periods; and 

12 (h) the department may enforce any other restrictinns determined by the department to be 

13 necessary. The permit is not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $ 200. 

14 f+Hfil. The department of transportation may issue special permits under subsection ™ 1.11 for 

15 vehicle combinations that consist of a truck-trailer-trailer if: 

16 (a) the vehicle combination's overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, is not more than 

17 95 feet; and 

18 (b) the person, firm, or corporation applying for the permit: 

19 (i) restricts truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the hauling of talc· ore, 

20 chlorite, dolomite, limestone, and custom combine equipment; 

21 (ii) operated the truck-trailer-trailer combination before July 1, 1987; 

22 {iii) restricts the truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the specified routes that 

23 those vehicles used before July 1, 1987; and 

24 {iv) provides the department of transportation with an affidavit confirming the routes used before 

25 July 1, 1987, for truck-trailer-trailer operations." 

26 

27 Section 6. Section 61-10-128, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 "61-10-128. When authorities may restrict right to use roadway. (1) A local authority may not 

29 alter the limitations provided in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 or 

30 substitute other limitations or requirements, except as provided in this section. 
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(2) The department of transportation by order, or a local road authority by ordinance or resolution, 

2 may prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a 

3 public highway under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is responsible for maintenance whenever 

4 the highway will be seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow, or other climatic 

5 conditions, unless the use of vehicles on the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights and 

6 speed are reduced. The department of transportation or the authority that enacts the ordinance or resolution 

7 shall erect signs designating the department's order or the authority's ordinance or resolution at each end 

8 of that portion of the highway affected, and the order, ordinance, or resolution is not effective until the 

9 signs are erected. The department of transportation or the authority by ordinance or resolution may prohibit 

1 O the operation of trucks or other commercial vehicles or impose limitations on their weight on designated 

11 highways, subject to the provisions of subsection (3). These prohibitions and limitations must be designated 

12 by appropriate signs placed on the highways. 

13 (3) Neither the department of transportation nor a local authority may prohibit the operation of or 

14 impose a restriction on the weight of a vehicle loaded with perishable seed potatoes that is traveling on a 

15 public highway if: 

16 (a) the vehicle is being operated within its legal licensed gross vehicle weight; 

17 (ti) a perFRit has seen isst1eel t1neler 61 10 107(31, regarelless of tho vehiele's gross weight, 

18 specifying the ro.ite froFR paint of laaeling ta tho nearest nanrestrietoel roael; anel 

19 MJ.!;tl the driver possesses a federal-state inspection certificate issued for the load; AND 

20 IC) THE VEHICLE TAKES THE MOST DIRECT ROUTE FROM THE POINT OF LOADING TO THE 

21 NEAREST NONRESTRICTED ROAD. 

22 (q I A perFRit rnferreel to in s.ibseatian (31 FRay be re·~ekeel fer violating any eenelitien ef the perR'lit." 

23 

24 

25 

Section 7. Section 61-10-144, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-144. Violation of standards -- tolerance. ( 1) It is a misdemeanor for a person, firm, or 

26 corporation to violate any provision of 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-11 O. 

27 (2) However, the operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles may move over the highways 

28 to the first open state scale, permanent or portable, without incurring the excess weight penalties set forth 

29 in 61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles does not exceed allowable 

30 total gross weight limitations by more than 7% and if the weight carried by any axle or combination of 
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axles does not exceed the allowable axle weight limitations by more than 7%. In the event that !.f the 

2 vehicle or combination of vehicles is not in excess of the allowable total gross or axle weight limitations 

3 by more than 7 % , the department may issue a single trip permit for the fee of $10, allowing the vehicle 

4 or combination of vehicles to move over the highways to the first facility where its load can be safely 

5 adjusted or to its destination. Violations of total gross or axle weight limitations in excess of 7% are subject 

6 to the fines provided in 61-10-145, and all loads in excess of 7 % of the total gross or axle weight 

7 limitations: 

8 (a) may be required to be adjusted or reduced to conform to the size and weight limitations before 

9 the vehicle or combination of vehicles is moved from the point of weighing; or 

1 O (b) may be issued a permit as authorized by 61-10-141. 

11 (3) An 0130Fat0F of a vekiele eF oernbinatien of vehieles sul3jeot to the flFOYisions of e 1 1 0 107 {4) 

12 Farm vehicles transporting agricultural products from a harvesting combine or other harvesting machinery 

13 may move over a highway, except any highway that is part of the federal-aid interstate system, within a 

14 50-mile radius of the harvested field to the point of first unloading without incurring the excess weight 

15 penalties set forth in 61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the farm vehicle or combination of vehicles does 

16 not exceed allowable weight limitations by more than 20% ~ for each axle, but the maximum load i,et 

17 for each inch of tire width may not exceed 670 pounds. The farm vehicle or combination of vehicles may 

18 not exceed 40 miles an hour. A single trip permit, as required in subsection (2), is not applicable to the farm 

19 vehicle or combination of vehicles. When a farm vehicle or combination of vehicles violates any of the 

20 provisions of this subsection, the fine or penalty imposed applies to that portion of the load above the legal 

21 limit." 

22 

23 Section 8. Section 61-10-145, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "61-10° 145. Penalties. ( 1) A p·erson, firm, or corporation convicted of violating 61-10-101 through 

25 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be punished by a fine of not less than $30 or more than 

26 $100. A person, firm, or corporation convicted of operating a motor vehicle upon the public highways of 

27 this state with weight upon a wheel, axle, or group of axles greater than the maximum permitted by 

28 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be fined, in addition to other 

29 penalties provided by law for the offense, the following amounts: 

30 (a) $30 for any excess weight up to and including 2,000 pounds; 

~
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(bl $75 for any excess weight more than 2,000 pounds and less than 4,001 pounds; 

2 (c) $125 for any excess weight more than 4,000 pounds and less than 6,001 pounds; 

3 (d) $175 for any excess weight more than 6,000 pounds and less than 8,001 pounds; 

4 (e) $250 for any excess weight more than 8,000 pounds and less than 10,001 pounds; 

5 (f) $275 for any excess weight more than 10,000 pounds and less than 12,001 pounds; 

6 (g) $300 for any excess weight more than 12,000 pounds and less than 14,001 pounds; 

7 (h) $400 for any excess weight more than 14,000 pounds and less than 16,001 pounds; 

B (i) $500 for any excess weight more than 16,000 pounds and less than 18,001 pounds; 

9 (j) $600 for any excess weight more than 18,000 pounds and less than 20,001 pounds; 

1 0 (k) $1,000 for any excess weight more than 20,000 pounds and less than 25,001 pounds; 

11 (I) $2,000 for any excess weight more than 25,000 pounds. 

12 (2) If a motor vehicle is equipped with a retractable axle that is not fully extended and carrying its 

13 proportionate share of the load while the motor vehicle is operated upon the highways of this state, the 

14 weight penalties in subsection ( 1) apply to all weight over the legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles 

15 regardless of whether the axle is extended at the time of weighing. In addition to the penalties in subsection 

16 ( 1), the owner or operator shall be fined $100 for failure to have the retractable axle fully extended while 

17 the gross weight of the vehicle exceeds the legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles. 

18 (3) A complaint filed and a summons or notice to appear issued pertaining to a violation of the 

19 gross weight regulations in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 must specify 

20 the amount of the excess weight that the defendant is alleged to have had upon the vehicle or combination 

21 of vehicles. 

22 (4) The peAalties iA subseetieA (1) de Rat appl'J' te aA eperater whe fails ta seeure a speoial perrnit 

23 as previded fer iA e1 10 107(3) if the vehiole er eernbiAatieA ef vehieles is Aet B't'BrweigAt with that perrnit. 

24 The failure te eetaiA tl=le speeial permit is puAisl=laele uAder e 1 1 0 1 4 e a Ad uAder this seetieA as previded 

25 iA e1 1G 146, aAd tl=le e,:,erater is reeiuired te ,:,urel=lase the ,:,errnit. If tl=ie YBl=iiele er eeFAbiAatieA ef vehioles 

26 eneeeds tl=ie weigl=lt lirnitatieAs allewed by s,:,eeial ,:,erR'lit aAd tl=le e,:,erater fails te eetaiA a ,:,erR'lit uAder 

27 61 10 107(3), the peAalties ef subseetien (1) a,:,pl>y· ta tl=le weigl=lt ei1eeediRg 80,000 ,:,euAds. 

28 1-eti.1:l It is a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in 46-18-21 2, for a person, firm, or corporation 

29 to violate any of the provisions of 61-10-123, 61-10-141, or 61-10-142." 

30 
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Section 9. Section 61-10-146, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 "61-10-146. Special permits·· misrepresentations and violations as misdemeanor. (11 A person 

3 who knowingly and willfully misrepresents the size or weight of a vehicle, combination of vehicles, ioad, 

4 object, or other thing in obtaining a special permit or who does not follow the requirements and conditions 

5 of the special permit or who operates a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing the 

6 size or weight of which requires a special permit without first obtaining a special permit is guilty of a 

7 misdemeanor. 

8 (2) A person, firm, or corporation convicted of: 

9 (a) operating a vehicle or combination of vehicles with weight upon a wheel, axle, or group of axles 

1 O greater than the maximum authorized by a special permit or of operating without a special permit a vehicle 

11 or combination of vehicles the weight of which requires a special permit shall, in addition to the other 

12 penalties provided by law for the offense, be punished by a fi;ia in the amount provided in 61-10-145( 1); 

13 or 

14 lb) violating any provision of 61-10-124AAi1.l. or any restriction on the special permits issued by 

15 the department under 61-10-124AAi1.J. shall be punished by a fine of not less than $500 or more than 

16 $1,000, and all special permits issued for the operation of the combination in violation Sffilil must be 

17 confiscated. The combination must be separated into combinations of legal length before the units may 

18 proceed." 

19 

20 Section 10. Section 61-10-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "61-10-201. Weight fees on motortrucks, truck tractors, and buses. In addition to other fees for 

22 the licensing of vehicles and except as provided in 61-10-203, there must be paid and collected annually 

23 for each truck, truck tractor, and bus, based upon the manufacturer's rated capacity for trucks with a 

24 capacity of 1 ton or less and upon the maximum gross loaded weight and the maximum gross weight of 

25 any towed unit of each truck and truck tractor as set by the licensee in the licensee's application, the 

26 following fees: 

27 Schedule I 

28 

29 

30 

Manufacturer's rated capacity up to 1 /2 ton . 

Manufacturer's rated capacity of 3/4 ton 

Manufacturer's rated capacity of 1 ton . 
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1 Up to 16,000 lbs ....................................................... 21.00 

2 16,001 through 18,000 lbs ................................................ 28.00 

3 18,001 through 20,000 lbs ................................................ 3 7. 50 

4 20,001 through 22,000 lbs ................................................ 47.00 

5 22,001 through 24,000 lbs ................................................ 70.00 

6 24,001 through 26,000 lbs ................................................ 90.00 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

26,001 through 28,000 lbs 

28,001 through 30,000 lbs 

30,001 through 32,000 lbs 

32,001 through 34,000 lbs 

34,001 through 36,000 lbs 

36,001 through 38,000 lbs 

110.00 

130.00 

150.00 

170.00 

190.00 

215.00 

13 38,001 through 40,000 lbs ............................................... 235 .00 

14 40,001 through 42,000 lbs ............................................... 255.00 

15 42,001 through 44,000 lbs ............................................... 275.00 

16 44,001 through 46,000 lbs ............................................... 300.00 

17 46,001 through 48,000 lbs ............................................... 320.00 

18 48,001 through 50,000 lbs ............................................... 340.00 

19 50,001 through 52,000 lbs ............................................... 360.00 

20 52,001 through 54,000 lbs ............................................... 380.00 

21 54,001 through 56,000 lbs ............................................... 400.00 

22 56,001 through 58,000 lbs ............................................... 420.00 

23 58,001 through 60,000 lbs ............................................... 440.00 

24 60,001 through 62,000 lbs ............................................... 460.00 

25 62,001 through 64,000 lbs ............................................... 482.50 

26 64,001 through 66,000 lbs ............................................... 502.50 

27 66,001 through 68,000 lbs ............................................... 522.50 

28 68,001 through 70,000 lbs ............................................... 545. 75 

29 70,001 through 72,000 lbs ............................................... 566.50 

30 72,001 through 74,000 lbs ............................................... 607 .50 
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2 

3 

74,001 through 76,000 lbs 

76,001 through 78,000 lbs 

78,001 through 80,000 lbs 

4 Over 80,000 lbs. and within the weight limits 

5 specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 

14 Section 11. Section 61-10-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

SB0029.02 

655.00 

695.00 

750.00 

750.00 

plus an additional 46.00 

for each ton or fraction of a ton 

in excess of 80,000 lbs0 

plus an additional $100.00 

to exceed the 80,000 lbs. 

federal gross weight limit." 

15 "61-10-203. Alternative gross weight fees on motortrucks and truck tractors with special trailer 

16 combinations. ( 1) In addition to other fees for the licensing of vehicles, there must be paid and collected 

17 annually for each motortruck or truck tractor operating under the provisions of 61-10-124-Wtill and f-7+ .{fil, 

18 based upon the maximum combined gross loaded weight of a truck tractor or a motortruck and trailers, as 

19 set by the licensee in the application, the following fees: 

20 Schedule II 

21 Truck tractor or a motortruck and trailers: 

22 Up to 42,000 lbs .................................................... $ 571.00 

23 42,001 to 44,000 lbs .................................................. 631.00 

24 44,001 to 46,000 lbs .................................................. 691.00 

25 46,001 to 48,000 lbs .................................................. 752.00 

26 48,001 to 50,000 lbs .................................................. 812.00 

27 50,001 to 52,000 lbs .................................................. 871.00 

28 

29 

52,001 to 54,000 lbs 

54,001 to 56,000 lbs 

931.00 

992.00 

30 56,001 to 58,000 lbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,052.00 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

58,001 to 60,000 lbs 

60,001 to 62,000 lbs 

62,001 to 64,000 lbs 

64,001 to 66,000 lbs 

66,001 to 68,000 lbs 

68,001 to 70,000 lbs 

70,001 to 72,000 lbs 

72,001 to 74,000 lbs 

74,001 to 76,000 lbs 

76,001 to 78,000 lbs 

................ ' .............................. . 

...... ' ....... ' ....................... ' ........ . 

..... ' ' ... ' ' ... ' .... ' .......................... . 

...................... ' ........... ' ............ . 

. ' .... ' ..................... ' .................. . 

' .. ' ............. ' ...................... ' ...... . 

................................................ 

............... ' ............................. ' .. 

................................................ 

•••••••••••• ' ■ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1,112.00 

1,172.00 

1,233.00 

1,293.00 

1,352.00 

1,412.00 

1,473.00 

1,533.00 

1,593.00 

1,653.00 

78,001 aAel e·,er to 80,000 lbs ...................................... ee-a-W 1.?18.50 

Over 80,000 lbs. and within the weight limits 

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 

61-10-106 through 61-10-110 

per teA er fraetieA thereef 

1,718.50 

plus an additional $65.50 

for each ton or fraction of a ton 

in excess of 80,000 lbs. 

plus an additional $100.00 

to exceed the 80,000 lbs. 

federal gross weight limit. 

(2) The trailers or semitrailers must be currently registered in another country, state, or county." 

24 Section 12. Section 61-10-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

25 "61-10-211. Fees on motortrucks, truck tractors, trailers, and semitrailers from other states. (1) 

26 In lieu of other fees for the licensing of vehicles, there must be collected a fee for each motortruck and 

27 truck tractor already licensed for the year in another jurisdiction and operated upon an itinerant basis in this 

28 state. The fee provided in subsection (2) must be collected upon each entrance of the vehicle into the state 

29 and must be based upon the number of miles to be traveled in the state and the registered gross vehicle 

30 weight of the motortruck or truck tractor as shown in the application of the nonresident operator. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

(2) The fee for each trip in Montana is: 

0-200 miles 

Up to 46,000 lbs. $10 

46,001 through 80,000 lbs. 20 

Over 80,001 lbs. ~50 

Triple combination 4G 60 

SB0029.02 

201-400 miles over 400 miles 

$15 $20 

30 40 

4& 65 WB0 

WB0 8G 100 

7 (3) The fees do not apply to any trailer the principal use of which is as temporary or permanent 

8 living quarters, or to any vehicle of a carnival that is under contract with a state, county, or district fair 

9 association. 

10 (4) A fee must be collected for each nonresident, unlicensed or unregistered trailer or semitrailer 

11 entering Montana. The fee for each trip in Montana is: 

12 (a) $10 for each trip of 200 miles or less; 

1 3 (bl $1 5 for each trip of over 200 miles to 400 miles; and 

14 (c) $20 for each trip of over 400 miles." 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Repealer. Section 15-70-308, MCA, is repealed. 

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Effective date. [This act] is effective January 1, 1998. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 29 

INTRODUCED BY SWYSGOOD 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

SB0029.02 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE MOTOR CARRIER LAWS; 

6 ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A VEHICLE EXCEEDING A GROSS WEIGHT OF 80,000 POUNDS; 

7 ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A CRANE; INCREASING THE WEIGHT FEES FOR VEHICLES 

8 WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 80,000 POUNDS; INCREASING THE ALTERNATIVE GROSS WEIGHT FEES FOR 

9 CERTAIN VEHICLES WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 78,001 POUNDS; INCREASING THE FEES ON CERTAIN 

10 VEHICLES LICENSED IN OTHER STATES; _ELIMINATING THE TEMPOHARY CASH COMPLIANCE BOND FOR 

11 SPECIAL FUEL USERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-312, 61-10-104, 61-10-107, 61-10-109, 61-10-124, 

12 61-10-128, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-146, 61-10-20i, 61-10-203, AND 61-10-211, MCA; 

13 REPEALING SECTION 15-70-308, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELA ':'ED EFFECTIVE DATE." 

14 

15 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

THERE ARE NO CHANGES IN THIS BILL AND IT WllL NOT BE 
REPRINTED. PLEASE REFER TO SECOND READING COPY 
(YELLOW) FOR COMPLETE TEXT. 

- 1 -
THIRD READING 
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SENATE BILL NO. 29 

INTRODUCED BY SWYSGOOD 

SB0029.02 

APPROVED BY 
COM ON TRANSPORTATION 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE MOTOR CARRIER LAWS; 

6 ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A VEHICLE EXCEEDING A GROSS WEIGHT OF 80,000 POUNDS; 

7 ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A CRANE; INCREASING THE WEIGHT FEES FOR VEHICLES 

8 WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 80,000 POUNDS; INCREASING THE ALTERNATIVE GROSS WEIGHT FEES FOR 

9 CERTAIN VEHICLES WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 78,001 POUNDS; INCREASING THE FEES ON CERTAIN 

1 O VEHICLES LICENSED IN OTHER STATES; ~LI MINA TING THE TEMPORARY CASH COMPLIANCE BOND FOR 

11 SPECIAL FUEL USERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-B-312, 61-10-104, 61-10-107, 61-10-109, 61-10-124, 

12 61-10-12B, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-146, 61-10-201, 61-10-203, AND 61-10-211, MCA; 

13 REPEALING SECTION 15-70-30B, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELA YEO EFFECTIVE DATE." 

14 

15 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

THERE YE NO CHANGES IN THIS BD.L AND IT WILL NOT BE 
REPRINTED. Pl.EASE REPER TO SECOND BEADING COPY 
(YELLOW) fOR COMPlETE TEXT. 

. 1 . 

2ND RD--2ND HOUSE 
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4 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE MOTOR CARRIER LAWS; 

6 ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A VEHICLE EXCEEDING A GROSS WEIGHT OF 80,000 POUNDS; 

7 ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A CRANE; INCREASING THE WEIGHT FEES FOR VEHICLES 

8 WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 80,000 POUNDS; INCREASING THE ALTERNATIVE GROSS WEIGHT FEES FOR 

9 CERTAIN VEHICLES WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 78,001 POUNDS; INCREASING THE FEES ON CERTAIN 

1 O VEHICLES LICENSED IN OTHER STATES; _ELIMINATING THE TEMPORARY CASH COMPLIANCE BOND FOR 

11 SPECIAL FUEL USERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-B-312, 61-10-104, 61-10-107, 61-10-109, 61-10-124, 

· 12 61-10-128, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-146, 61-10-201, 61-10-203, AND 61-10-211, MCA; 

13 REPEALING SECTION 15-70-308, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELA YEO EFFECTIVE DATE." 

14 

·, 5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

16 

17 Section 1. Section 61-8-312, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 B "61-8-312. Special speed llmltatlons on trucks, truck tractors, motor-driven cycles, and vehicles 

19 towing housetraile,1. ( 1 l A person may not operate a truck or truck tractor. the gross weight of which 

20 exceeds 8,000 pounds, at a speed greater than 65 miles tMfl .m hour on those completed sections of 

21 interstate and four-lane divided highways and 60 miles tMf1 .m hour on those completed sections of primary 

22 and secondary highways. However, the truck nighttime speed limit may not exceed that of automobiles, 

23 as stated in 61-8-303. 

24 (2) A person may not operate a vehicle subject to a term permit under 61-10-12413He)illi.9.l or a 

25 truck-trailer-trailer or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles subject to special permits 

26 under 61-10-12~ at a spNd greater than 55 miles tMf1 .m hour. 

27 (3) A person may not operate a motor-driven cycle at any time mentioned in 61-9-201 at a speed 

28 greater than 35 miles tMf1 !!l hour unless the motor-driven cycle is equipped with a headlamp or lamps that 

29 are adequate to reveal a person or vehicle at a distance of 300 feet ahead. 

30 14) A person may not operate a vehicle that is towing a housetrailer at a speed greater than a 

- 1 . 
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maximum of 50 miles~ an hour." 

Section 2. Section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended 10 read: 

2 

3 

4 "61·10-104. Length •· definitions. ( 1 I A single truck, bus, or any self-propelled vehicle, unladen 

5 or with load, may not have an overall ength, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess of 55 feet. 

6 (2) (al When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination, the semitrailer may not exceed 53 

7 feet in length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124. 

8 When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer or a truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination, the 

9 semitrailer and trailer or the two semiuailers may not exceed 28 1 /2 feet each in length, excluding those 

1 O portions not designed to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck tractor-semitrailer, truck 

11 tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combinations are not subject to a 

12 combination length limit. 

13 (bl A stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter may not exceed 75 feet in length plus a 

14 maximum 3 feet of front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang, except as provided by 61-10-1 24. 

15 "Stinger-steered automobile or boat trs1nsporter" means a truck tractor-semitrailer combination that has a 

16 fifth wheel on a drop frame located behind and below the rear axle of the truck tractor and that is designed 

17 and used for the transportation of vehicles or assembled boats or boat hulls. 

18 (cl All other combinations of vehicles may not have a combination length in excess of 75 feet, 

19 except as provided by 61-10-124. If thit combination consists of more than two units, the rear units of the 

20 combination must be equipped with brHkaway brakes. 

21 ( 3) A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw 

22 more than three motor vehicles attached to it by the triple saddle-mount method (that is, by mounting the . 
23 front wheels of one vehicle on the bed of another, leaving only the rear wheels of the vehicle in contact 

24 with the roadway), nor may this combination have a combination length in excess of 75 feet. 

25 14) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 pounds "manufacturers' rated capacity" may 

26 not tow more than one trailer or semitr,ailer, nor may this combination have a length in excess of 65 feet. 

27 (5) (a) The length of a vehicl11 combination consisting of a truck or truck-tractor and one pole 

28 trailer or semitrailer hauling raw logs m.ay not exceed 75 feet in overall length. As used in this subsection 

29 jfil(al, the term "length" means the total length of the vehicle combination beginning at the front of the 

30 front bumper of the truck or truck-tract,or and extending to the most distant end of the logs being hauled. 

,Lqlsldw 
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A term permit for an overlength vehicle combination, as provided in 61-10-1 2~W, does not apply to the 

2 vehicle combination described in this subsection i.fillal. A vehicle combination exceeding-75 feet must have 

3 a trip permit. 

4 [bl The maximum overhang of any log may not exceed 15 feet, except by i special, s1ngle-tr,p 

5 permit. Overhang is measured from the center of the rear-most axle to the most distant end of the logs 

6 being hauled. 

7 ic) The provisions in subsections i5)ial and i5llbl do not apply to a vehicle comb1nat1on hauling 

8 utility poles. 

9 i6I As used in this chapter, the following definitions apply: 

1 O la) "Combination length" means the total length of a combination of vehicles, such as a truck 

11 tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination, measured from the front bumper of the motor vehicle to the back 

12 bumper or rear extremity of the last trailer, including the connection tongues. 

13 lb) "Combined trailer length" means the total length of a combination of trailers measured from the 

14 front of the first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the connection tongues and loads. 

15 lei "Length", except as provided in subsection (5)(al, means the total longitudinal dimension of a 

16 single vehicle, a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of a trailer or semitrailer is measured from the front of 

17 the cargo-carrying unit to its rear, exclusive of safety or energy efficiency devices, air-conditioning units, 

18 air compressors, flexible fender extensions, splash and spray suppressant devices, bolsters, mechanical 

19 fastening devices, and hydraulic lift gates. 

20 Id) "Rocky Mountain double" means a combination of vehicles that includes a truck tractor pulling 

21 a long semitrailer and a shorter trailer.• 

22 

23 

24 

Section 3. Section 61-10-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-107. Maximum gross weight whe111H,111it •e11wi,a~. 11) An axle may not carry a load 

25 in excess of 20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 inches or less than 96 inches 

26 apart may carry a load in excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total load transmitted to the road 

27 by all wheels whose centers are included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 inches apart, 

28 extending across the full width of the vehicle. For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or less apart 

29 are considered to be a single axle. A vehicle or combination may not have more than nine axles. The 

30 maximum gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or combination of vehicles must be determined 

- 3. SB 29 



55th Legislature S80029.02 

by the formula: 

2 W = S00((LN/(N - 111 + 12N + 36) 

3 in which W equals gross weight, L equals wheel base in feet, and N equals number of axles, except that 

4 two consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds each 1f the overall distance 

5 between the first and last axles of th•? consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or more. 

6 12) (a) Notwithstanding a vehicle's conformance with the requirements of subsection I 1 I, except 

7 for the steering axle, all axles weighin;i over 11,000 pounds must have at least four tires or have wide-base 

8 tires. The maximum load on an axle, c,ther than a steering axle, equipped with wide-base tires is limited to 

9 500 pounds~ for each inch of tire width. 

1 O (bl The provisions of subsection I2l(al do not apply to passenger buses. 

11 (cl For the purposes of this s11ction, wide-base tires are tires that are 14 or more inches in nominal 

12 width. The maximum tire weight lim,t is computed for wide-base tires based on the number of inches 

13 shown on the tire marking, or if the tire marking is shown by metric size, the tire weight limit is computed 

14 by conversion of the metric size. 

15 (dl If the !lfBGG weigAt ef a Yehiole or eeFABiAaliOA 8MSSOSS 80,000 l!Olc:IASS, the vehisle OF 

16 ee~&lRat~oA ~bt&t Rayo a speeial J:terR~it. TRe peFFflit FAS¥ Be ioot.:te& in tRe 9iaere4ieR ef the etepartFAent of 

17 traAe13e,tatieA BaeoS OR 01,aluatieR ef sato~'f, RigA,,1a•1 eaJ3aeit¥, aAd eooAaFRioo ef Rigfl 111a~• ff'laiAteAanoe 

18 ans \ 1BAiele 9f38Fali8R, The fee io $20 f38f trip fJOFFFlit er $1QQ per t8.FFA JJ8FA=lit. A tBFFFI l;IOFFRit FRa'( net be 

19 isei:.ea 1er a 1:1erio8 af 'Eiffie sreater tl=leA tRe 13eried fer •Hhief::1 t~e eV'A' lieenaa is valiel. QuJR&Fs sf 1tehieles 

20 lioonae4 in etheF juFieEfietieAa MO'/, at tl=1e eHoo,etien ef o,e EiepaFtFflent, pldFeRase JilBFR=tits te eupire Yt1itR thoiF 

21 ragieuatieA. ~orlllite FFIBV epaeif;, anEi peFFRite ies1::1e, under i 1 1 Q 121 (6~ FRL':i&t speeity t:ligR¥lay routing. 

22 (4J A Sfloeial ,aeF~it issued 1:Jr1eJer euBseetioA (61 tor tt:le tfaneportation of agriel-:llt1:1ral ~rodtJets bv 

23 ~arFR vohieles JreFA a Ra,, eatin1 eoA=1bi1Ro er ether Rarvesting fflaohinory te tFle peiRt et first 1:JnleadiA§ is for 

24 tFlo t1:1ll torFfl of the Aar¥a11 eeeeeA et Iha agriei:,lt:ural proSuet transperteB, 

25 ™ill This section does not apply to highways that are a part of the national system of interstate 

26 and defense highways (as referred to in 23 U.S.C. 1271 when application of this section would prevent this 

27 state fr-om receiving federal funds for highway purposes." 

Section 4. Section 61-10-10SI, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 

29 

30 "61-10-109. Operation without special permits prohibited. The operation of vehicles or 

Cle,Wlltlw 
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combinations of ',eh1cles having dimensions or weights in excess of the maximum limits specified ,n 

2 61-10-101 :hrough 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-108 Is permitted only 1f authorized by special 

3 permit ,ss1.,ed 1., nder 61-10-121 through 61-10-125 by the department of transportation or ,ts agents or 'he 

4 r.,ghway patrol." 

Section 5. Section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read: 

5 

6 

7 "61-10-124. Special permits -- fees eraRee. Ill ,l\s uses IR Hciis sostIsR, "eraRo" moans a 

8 self f)Fapalleel, single unit ·rehisle sonsisting ef net ffiore than four a)(les anel usoel for raising, shiftiRg, and 

9 lowering hea1;y 'Heights e·t means ef a projeoting s·,.,.inging arffi. 

10 mW Except as provided in subsections ~ J1.JJ..Q.L ~ 12.lliti, and tet ill, in addition to the 

11 regular registration and gross vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a fee of $ 75 for 

12 each term permit issued for size a11el weigl:!t in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 

1 3 a11e i 1 10 1 Oi threugl:! i 1 10 110 must be paid for all movements under special permits on the public 

14 highways under the Jurisdiction of the department of transportation. 

15 t-6+@ (a) Except as provided in subsections~ Jll.i!21, ~flll.Ql, tet ill, and t-7+ J.fil, term or 

16 blanket permits may not be issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing 

1 7 In excess of 1 5 feet; an overlength vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in excess 

18 of 95 feet; or an overheight vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet; or 

19 of a limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess 

20 of these dimensions is limited to trip permits. A Rocky Mountain double may not exceed 81 feet in 

21 combined trailer length, and the long semitrailer cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 48 feet in 

22 length. A Rocky Mountain double is not subject to a combination length limit. Special permits for vehicle 

23 combinations of more than two trailers or more than two units designed for or used to carry a load are not 

24 permitted except as provided in subsections tet ill and +-++ jfil. Special permits for vehicle combinations 

25 may specify and special permits under subsections tet ill and +-++ J.fil must specify highway routing and 

26 otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of the vehicle or combination, including but not limited 

27 to required equipment, speed, stability, operational procedures, and insurance. 

28 lb) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in implements of husbandry and self-propelled 

29 machinery for an overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection ~ J1l.J..w_. The fee for this 

30 permit is $75. This permit expires on December 31 of each year, with no grace period. 

rL i.slatiff \i,..ca 
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(cl With payment of the appropriate gross weight fees required by 61·10-201 and with payment 

2 of the fee prescribed in subsection~ iJl, allowable gross weight of a five-axle combination logging vehicle 

3 Is 80,000 pounds. 

4 (d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but 

5 does not exceed 100 feet in combination length, except a truck-trailer-trailer or a truck 

6 tractor-sem1trailer-tra,ler-tra1ler combination, for travel only on highways that are part of the federal-aid 

7 interstate system, as defined in 60-1-103, or on other highways within a 2-mile radius of an interchange 

8 on the interstate system in order to o,otain necessary services or to load or unload at a terminal. When a 

9 terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal and the 

1 O interchange. The fee for this permit is $125. 

11 (el A term permit may be issued for a truck tractor-semitrailer combination when the semitrailer 

12 exceeds 53 feet in length but does not exceed 57 feet in length. 

1 3 f4+Ql Except as provided in subsection~ ill..!!21, a permit may not be issued for a period of time 

14 greater than the period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in this title, including grace periods 

15 allowed by this title. Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the 

16 department of transportation, purchase permits to expire with their registration. A license required by the 

1 7 state governs the issuance of a speciEII permit. 

18 {ii TRe ov,•ner er ef)ara,er ef a erane •t~\tR a greaa •.iehiole •NoigRt of leae tRan 80,QQQ r:>eune1s FrlJ\I 

19 J:t1:1reRaoo a 3Q eta, s1:1eaial ,aarAiit for &Moose weigRt if ,na o,ane has a 01::1FFont SJIOOial FAebile equipFFient 

20 identifiea~ien J3hMe aRS if 1Ae ~e,anmoRt ef tFaRsttertatien Aas a,a~reved tRe eontigt:,ration af the erane 

21 tRreblgh a 1,oigRt aAalyoia e&AiJiloted 111,itRiR the eaFAe aalendar year. Tl:le peFFRit is Aot uanstorable, anel the 

22 lee ler tF:ie Jl8FR'lit ie $ 290, 

23 ~~ The department may inue special permits to the operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer 

24 or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles under the following conditions: 

25 (al the combination may be 01perated only_on highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate 

26 system, as defined in 60-1·103, and within a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate system on 

27 other highways only in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a terminal. When a 

28 terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal and the 

29 interchange. 

30 (b) a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over ltilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not 
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exceed overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang; 

2 lcl a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional truck-tractor may not exceed overall 

3 length of 11 0 feet, ,nclus,ve of front and rear bumpers and overhang; 

4 id) an ,ndiv,dual cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 28 1 /2 feet in length and 1 02 

5 inches in width; 

6 (e) gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on the truck or truck tractor for the declared 

7 registered gross weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed the formula in 61-10-107; 

B (fl the combination must have a FOStFiotea Fet:110 J'IOFA'lit t:iASOF e 1 1 Q 1 Q7(a) a A a a special 

9 overlength permit issued at a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit; 

1 O (g) travel of the combination may be restricted to specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, 

11 or seasonal periods; and 

12 (h) the department may enforce any other restrictions determined by the department to be 

1 3 necessary, The permit is not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200. 

14 ++Hfil The department of transportation may issue special permits under subsection 49+ ill for 

15 vehicle combinations that consist of a truck-trailer-trailer if: 

16 (a) the vehicle combination's overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, is not more than. 

1 7 95 feet; and 

1 B (b) the person, firm, or corporation applying for the permit: 

19 (i) restricts truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the hauling of talc ore, 

20 chlorite, dolomite, limestone, and custom combine equipment; 

21 Iii) operated the truck-trailer-trailer combination before July 1, 1987; 

22 (iii) restricts the truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the specified routes that 

23 those vehicles used before July 1, 1987; and 

24 (ivl provides the department of transportation with an affidavit confirming the routes used before 

25 July 1, 1987, for truck-trailer-trailer operations.• 

26 

27 Section 6. Section 61-10-128, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 "61-10-128. When authorities may restrict right to uaa roadway. (1) A local authority may not 

29 alter the limitations provided in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 or 

30 substitute other limitations or requirements, except as provided in this section. 
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12) The department of transp<>rtation by order, or a local road authority by ordinance or resolution, 

2 may proh1b1t ,he operation of or impose restrictions on the weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a 

3 public highway under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is responsible for maintenance whenever 

4 the highway will be seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow, or other climatic 

5 conditions, unless the use of vehicles on the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights and 

6 speed are reduced. The department of transportation or the authority that enacts the ordinance or resolution 

7 shall erect signs designating the department's order or the authority's ordinance or resolution at each end 

8 of that portion of the highway affecrnd, and the order, ordinance, or resolution is not effective until the 

9 signs are erected. The department of transportation or the authority by ordinance or resolution may prohibit 

1 O the operation of trucks or other commercial vehicles or impose limitations on their weight on designated 

11 highways, subject to the provisions of :subsection {3). These prohibitions and limitations must be designated 

12 by appropriate signs placed on the highways. 

1 3 (31 Neither the department of transportation nor a local authority may prohibit the operation of or 

14 impose a restriction on the weight of a vehicle loaded with perishable seed potatoes that is traveling on a 

15 public highway if: 

16 (al the vehicle is being operated within its legal licensed gross vehicle weight; 

17 (b~ a ~eFflAit t:laa BoeR iooueEI l:tlAder &1 10 107{3), regardless ef t~o \.eAiole's grass ,1c1oi~At, 

19 ~J..QJ. the driver possesses a federal-state inspection certificate issued for the load: AND 

20 !Cl THE VEHICLE TAKES THI: MOST DIRECT ROUTE FROM THE POINT OF LOADING TO THE 

21 NEAREST NONRESTRICTED ROAD. 

22 14) A f!8f"1it Fe#eFFeEI te iR 81.l91I88ti8A 13) A'!ay lie F8¥8kell Jar ·,ielatiA!j 8A'p1 88Aeliti8A eJ tl=le ~9FFRit." 

23 

24 Section 7. Section 61-10-144,, MCA, is amended to read: 

25 "61-10-144. Violation of ■tandarda ·· tolerance. {1) It is a misdemeanor for a person, firm, or 

26 corporation to violate any provision of 161-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61- 10-1 1 O. 

27 (2) However, the operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles may move over the highways 

28 to the first open state scale, permanent or portable, without incurring the excess weight penalties set forth 

29 in 61-10-145 if the total gross weight ,:,f the vehicle or combination of vehicles does not exceed allowable 

30 total gross weight limitations by more than 7% and if the weight carried by any axle or combination of 
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axles does not exceed the allowable axle weight lim1tat1ons by more than 7%. In !Ao o.«ent !Rat !1 the 

2 vehicle or comoInatIon of vehicles is not in excess of the allowable total gross or axle weight lim1tat1ons 

3 by more than 7%, the department may issue a single trip permit for the fee of $10, allowing the vehicle 

4 or combination of vehicles to move over the highways to the first facility where its load can be safely 

5 adIusted or to its destination. Violations of total gross or axle weight limitations in excess of 7% are subiect 

6 to the fines provided in 61-10-145, and all loads in excess of 7% of the total gross or axle weight 

7 limitations: 

8 (al may be required to be adjusted or reduced to conform to the size and weight limitations before 

9 the vehicle or combination of vehicles is moved from the point of weighing; or 

10 lb) may be issued a permit as authorized by 61-10-141. 

11 (3) AA B'1e•a~er ef a 1.iohiele er eePA9iAa~iOA e4 1.ieRieles sue;eet te tho ~reYisioAs of 81 1 O 1 G711) 

12 Farm vehicles transporting agricultural products from a harvesting combine or other harvesting machinery 

13 may move over a highway, except any highway that is part of the federal-aid interstate system, within a 

14 50-mile radius of the harvested field to the point of first unloading without incurring the excess weight 

15 penalties set forth in 61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the farm vehicle or combination of vehicles does 

16 not exceed allowable weight limitations by more than 20% pei: for each axle, but the maximum load ~ 

17 for each inch of tire width may not exceed 670 pounds. The farm vehicle or combination of vehicles may 

18 not exceed 40 miles an hour. A single trip permit, as required in subsection (2), is not applicable to the farm 

19 vehicle or combination of vehicles. When a farm vehicle or combination of vehicles violates any of the 

20 provisions of this subsection, the fine or penalty imposed applies to that portion of the load above the legal 

21 limit." 

22 

23 Section 8. Section 61-10-145, MCA, is amended to reed: 

24 "61-10-145. Penaltlu. (1) A person, firm, or corporation convicted of violating 61-10-101 through 

25 61-10-104 and 61 -10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be punished by a fine of not less than $ 30 or more than 

26 $100. A person, firm, or corporation convicted of operating a motor vehicle upon the public highways of 

27 this state with weight upon a wheel, axle, or group of axles greater than the maximum permitted by 

28 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shell be fined, in addition to other 

29 penalties provided by law for the offense, the following amounts: 

30 (a) $30 for any excess weight up to and including 2,000 pounds; 
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lb) $75 for any excess weight more than 2,000 pounds and less than 4,001 pounds; 

2 le) $125 for any excess weight more than 4,000 pounds and less than 6,001 pounds; 

3 (d} $175 tor any excess weig,ht more than 6,000 pounds and less than 8,001 pounds; 

4 le) $250 for any excess weight mote than 8,000 pounds and less than 10,001 pounds; 

5 (fl $275 for any excess weignt more than 10,000 pounds and less than 12,001 pounds; 

6 lg) $300 for any excess weight more than 12,000 pounds and less than 14,001 pounds; 

7 lhl $400 for any excess weight mote than 14,000 pounds and less than 16,001 pounds; 

a Ii) $500 for any excess weight more than 16,000 pounds and less than 18,001 pounds; 

9 (j) $600 for any excess weight more than 18,000 pounds and less than 20,001 pounds; 

10 (k.l $1,000 for any excess wE1ight more than 20,000 pounds and less than 25,001 pounds; 

11 (ll $2,000 for any excess wei,ght more than 25,000 pounds. 

12 (2) If a motor vehicle is equipped with a retractable axle that is not fully extended and carrying its 

1 3 proportionate share of the load while the motor vehicle is operated upon the highways of this state, the 

14 weight penalties in subsection I 1) apply to all weight over the legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles 

15 regardless of whether the axle is extended at the time of weighing. In addition to the penalties in subsection 

16 I 1), the owner or operator shall be finud $100 for failure to have the retractable axle fully extended while 

17 the gross weight of the vehicle exceeds the legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles. 

1 B (3) A complaint filed and a summons or notice to appear issued pertaining to a violation of the 

19 gross weight regulations in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 must specify 

20 the amount of the excess weight that the defendant is alleged to have had upon the vehicle or combination 

21 of vehicles. 

22 (4) nie J!BRalties iR a1:11!eeetie1111) Ele Ret afilJ!IV te aR e,:ierater ,•,lie Jaila te &eewre a eji!eeial fil0FFRit 

23 ae '3F8¥ided fer iR ti 1 10 1 Q7(3J if tAe 'teAiela er eoFfllah=iatioA ef veAielea io Ret ever:,,,,aight y.,ith that f3BFFAit. 

24 TIie !eilwre ta eeteiR tile e11eeial ll&Fflllit ie ,:11:1Rialolal!le \iAeer i1 1 Q 1 4i &Re wRElar llolie seetieR ao 1:1re11iE1ee 

25 iR i 1 1 Q 14 i, a Re tile e11erater ia FBl!llirea te ,:iwrellaea tile lilBFRiit, If tlole 11elliale ar ae"R&iRetioR et •fehielea 

26 e11aaeae the weigllt liRiitatieRa allewa1~ &'f 011eeial 11arA1it aRa tile e11ereter Jails te eetaiR a ,:ieFRiit tJRaer 

2 7 i 1 l Q l Q7(:31, tha IHReltiaa of awl!aeetieA 111 Blillill•~ te tlole waight a11aeaEliRt1 80,000 lilBliREle. 

28 ~ill It is a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in 46-18-212, for a person, firm, or corporation 

29 to violate any of the provisions of 61-10-123, 61-10-141. or 61-10-142. • 

30 
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Section 9. Section 61-10-146, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 "61-10-146. Special permits ·· misrepresentations and violetions as misdemeanor. ( 1 I A person 

3 who knowingly and willfully misrepresents the size or weight of a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, 

4 object, or other thing in obtaining a special permit or who does not follow the requirements and conditions 

5 of the special permit or who operates a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, ob1ect, or other thing the 

6 size or weight of which requires a special permit without first obtaining a special permit 1s guilty of a 

7 misdemeanor. 

8 (2) A person, firm, or corporation convicted of: 

9 (a) operating a vehicle or combination of vehicles with weight upon a wheel, axle, or group of axles 

1 O greater than the maximum authorized by a special permit or of operating without a special permit a vehicle 

11 or combination of vehicles the weight of which requires a special permit shall, in addition to the other 

12 penalties provided by law for the offense, be punished by a fine in the amount provided in 61-1 0-145( 1); 

13 or 

14 (bl violating any provision of 61-10-1244i+ill or any restriction on the special permits issued by 

15 the department under 61-10-1244i+ill shall be punished by a fine of not less than $500 or more than 

16 $1,000, and all special permits issued for the operation of the combination in violation ~ must be 

17 confiscated. The combination must be separated into combinations of legal length before the units may 

1 8 proceed." 

19 

20 Section 10. Section 61-10-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "61-10-201. Weight fHs on motortrucks, truck tractors, end buses. In addition to other fees for 

22 the licensing of vehicles and except as provided in 61-10-203, there must be paid and collected annually 

23 for each truck, truck tractor, and bus, based upon the manufacturer's rated capacity for trucks with a 

24 capacity of 1 ton or less and upon the maximum gross loaded weight and the maximum gross weight of 

25 any towed unit of each truck and truck tractor as set by the licensee in the licensee's application, the 

26 following fees: 

27 Schedule I 

28 Manufacturer's rated capacity up to 1 /2 ton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . $ • 7 .00 

29 Manufacturer's rated capacity of 3/4 ton ..............................•........ 12.50 

30 Manufacturer's rated capacity of 1 ton ........................................ 17.50 

r~Lquladw Sernca 
D iort 
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Up to 16,000 lbs ........... , ........................................... 21.00 

2 16,001 through 18,000 lbs 

3 18.001 through 20,000 lbs 

4 20,001 through 22 .000 lbs 

5 22,001 through 24,000 lbs 

6 24.001 through 26,000 lbs 

7 26,001 through 28,000 lbs 

8 28,001 through 30,000 lbs 

9 30,001 through 32,000 lbs 

10 32,001 through 34,000 lbs 

11 34,001 through 36,000 lbs 

12 36,001 through 38,000 lbs 

13 38,001 through 40,000 lbs 

14 40,001 through 42,000 lbs 

15 42,001 through 44,000 lbs 

16 44,001 through 46,000 lbs 

17 46,001 through 48,000 lbs 

18 48,001 through 50,000 lbs 

19 50,001 through 52,000 lbs 

20 52,001 through 54,000 lbs 

21 54,001 through 56,000 lbs 

22 56,001 through 58,000 lbs 

23 58,001 through 60,000 lbs 

24 60,001 through 62,000 lbs 

25 62,001 through 64,000 lbs 

26 64,001 through 66,000 lbs 

27 66,001 through 68,000 lbs 

28 68,001 through 70,000 lbs 

29 70,001 through 72,000 lbs 

30 72,001 through 74,000 lbs 

C!:!Watlw 
' R!lica 
"J!Jvuio11 

. ' .... ' .............. ' ...... ' .... ' . ' ' ... ' ... ' ' 

..................... ' .... ' ............. ' . ' . ' ' 

28 00 

. 37 50 

..... ' .............. ' .. ' .. ' . ' ... ' .. ' . ' .... ' ' ' ... 47.00 

................................ , ............... 70.00 

............. , ........... , ...................... 90.00 

...................... ' ... ' ................... ' 

.............................. ' ............... . 

110.00 

130.00 

150.00 

170.00 

190.00 

···············································215.00 

............................................... 235.00 

............................................... 255.00 

............................................... 275.00 

............................................... 300.00 

................... , ........................... 320.00 

.............................................. , 340.00 

........... , ................................... 360.00 

· · · · · · · · .... ·, · ................................ 380.00 

............................................... 400.00 

............................................. , . 420.00 

............................................... 440.00 

............................................... 460.00 

............................................... 482.50 

............................................... 502.50 

............................................... 522.50 

............................................... 545. 75 

............................................... 566.50 

............................................... 607.50 
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2 

3 

74,001 through 76,000 lbs 

76,001 through 78,000 lbs 

78,001 through 80,000 lbs 

' .. ' . ' ' ... ' ............ ' ' ............ ' .. ' . ' ' 

655.00 

695.00 

750.00 

4 Over 80,000 lbs. and within the weight limits 

5 specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 

6 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 ................................... 750.00 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 Section 11. Section 61-10-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

plus an add1t1onal 46.00 

for each ton or fraction of a ton 

in excess of 80,000 lbs, 

· plus an additional $100.00 

to exceed the 80,000 lbs. 

federal gross weight limit." 

15 "61-10-203. Alternative gross weight fees on motortrucks and truck tractors with special trailer 

16 combinations. (1) In addition to other fees for the licensing of vehicles, there must be paid and collected 

17 annually for each motortruck or truck tractor operating under the provisions of 61-10-12~.!.!l and f+t lfil, 

18 based upon the maximum combined gross loaded weight of a truck tractor or a motortruck and trailers, as 

19 set by the licensee in the application, the following fees: 

20 Schedule II 

21 Truck tractor or a motortruck and trailers: 

22 Upto42,0001bs .................................................... $ 571.00 

23 42,001 to 44,000 lbs .................................................. 631.00 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

44,001 to 46,000 lbs 

46,001 to 48,000 lbs 

48,001 to 50,000 lbs 

50,001 to 52,000 lbs 

52,001 to 54,000 lbs 

54,001 to 56,000 lbs 

691.00 

752.00 

812.00 

871.00 

931.00 

992.00 

30 56,001 to 58,000 lbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,052.00 
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58,001 to 60,000 lbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 11 2.00 

2 60,001 to 62,000 lbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,172.00 

3 62,001 to 64,000 lbs .............................................. 1,233.00 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

64,001 to 66,000 lbs ........................................... . 

66,001 to 68,000 lbs 

68,001 to 70,000 lbs 

70,001 to 72,000 lbs 

72,001 to 74,000 lbs 

74,001 to 76,000 lbs 

76,001 to 78,000 lbs 

........ ' . ' . ' . ' ' ' . ' . ' .... ' .... ' .. ' ........ ' . ' .. . 

.......... ' .......................... ' .. ' . ' ' .. ' . 

..................................... ' .... ' ' ' . ' . 

........................ ' .............. ' ....... ' 

.......... ' ........... ' ........................ . 

0 0 0 0 0 O O O O o , o o o o o o o 4 O O o o o o o o O O O I o o • I o O I o O o O o • o • o • 

1,293.00 

1,35200 

1,412.00 

1,473.00 

1 533.00 

1,593.00 

1,653.00 

11 78,001 BAEI BYBF to 80,000 lbs. . ............. , ..................... · ~ 1, ?18.50 

12 per toR er ~FaetieA tRereef 

13 Over 80,000 lbs. and within the weight limits 

14 specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

61-10-1 06 through 61-10-1 10 1,718.50 

plus an additional $65.50 

for each ton or fraction of a ton 

in excess of 80,000 lbs. 

plus an additional $100.00 

to exceed the 80,000 lbs. 

federal gross weight limit. 

22 

23 

{2) The trailers or semitrailers must be currently registered in another country, state., or county." 

24 Section 12. Section 61-10-211, MCA, is amended to read: 

25 "61-10-211. F ... on motot1rucks, truck tractors, trailers, and semitrailers from other statas. { 1 l 

26 In lieu of other fees for the licensing of vehicles, there must be collected a fee for each motortruck and 

27 truck tractor already licensed for the yea1r in another.jurisdiction and operated upon an itinerant basis in this 

28 state. The fee provided in subsection (2) must be collected upon each entrance of the vehicle into the state 

29 and must be based upon the nuJTiber of miles to be traveled in the state and the registered gross vehicle 

30 weight of the motortruck or truck tractc1r as shown in the application of the nonresident operator. 
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!2) Pie fee for each trip in Montana is: 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Up to 46,000 lbs. 

46,001 through 80,000 lbs. 

Over 80,001 lbs. 

Triple combination 

0-200 miles 

$10 

20 

~50 

4Q 60 

S90029.02 

201-400 miles over 400 miles 

$15 $20 

30 40 

4& 65 WB0 

WBO gQ 100 

7 (3) The fees do not apply to any trailer the principal use of which is as temporary or permanent 

8 living quarters, or to any vehicle of a carnival that is under contract with a state, county, or district fair 

9 association. 

1 O (4) A fee must be collected for each nonresident, unlicensed or unregistered trailer or semitrailer 

11 entering Montana. The fee for each trip in Montana is: 

12 (a) $10 for each trip of 200 miles or less; 

1 3 (b) $15 for each trip of over 200 miles to 400 miles; and 

14 (c) $20 for each trip of over 400 miles." 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Repealer. Section 15-70-308, MCA, is repealed. 

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Effective data. [This act] is effective January 1, 1998. 

-ENO-
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