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SENATE BILL NO. 29
INTRODUCED BY SWYSGOOQD
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE MOTOR CARRIER LAWS;
ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A VEHICLE EXCEEDING A GROSS WEIGHT OF B0,000 POUNDS;
ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A CRANE; INCREASING THE WEIGHT FEES FOR VEHICLES
WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 80,000 POUNDS; INCREASING THE ALTERNATIVE GROSS WEIGHT FEES FOR
CERTAIN VEHICLES WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 78,001 PCUNDS; INCREASING THE FEES ON CERTAIN
VEHICLES LICENSED INOTHER STATES; ELIMINATING THE TEMPCRARY CASH COMPLIANCE BOND FOR
SPECIAL FUEL USERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-312, 61-10-104, 61-10-107,61-10-1089, 61-10-124,
61-10-128, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-146, 61-10-201, 61-10-203, AND 61-10-21 ‘I,. MCA;
REPEALING SECTION 15-70-308, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 61-8-312, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-8-312. Special speed limitations on trucks, truck tractors, motor-driven cycles, and vehicles
towing housetrailers. (1) A person may not operate a truck or truck tractor, the gross weight of which
exceeds 8,000 pounds, at a speed greater than 65 miles pes an hour on those completed sections of
interstate and four-lane divided highways and 60 miles gef an hour on those completed sections of primary
and secondary highways. However, the truck nighttime speed limit may not exceed that of automobiles,
as stated in 61-8-303.

{2) A person may not aperate a vehicle subject to a term permit under 61-10-124{3Hd}(2)(d]) or a
truck-trailer-trailer or truck tractonl'-semitrailer-traiIer-trailer combination of vehicles subject to special permits
under 61-10-12448}(4) at a speed greater than 55 miles per an hour,

(3) A person may not operate a mator-driven cycle at any time mentioned in 61-9-201 at a speed
greater than 35 miles per an hour unless the motor-driven cycle is equipped with a headlamp or lamps that
are adequate to reveal a person or vehicle at a distance of 300 feet ahead.

{4) A person may not operate a vehicle that is towing a housetrailer at a speed greater than a
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maximum of 50 miles pes an hour."”

Section-2. Section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-104. LlLength -- definitions. {1} A singte truck, bus, or any self-propelled vehicle, unladen
or with load, may not have an overall length, inciusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess of 55 feet.

(2) (a) When used in a truck tractor-semitraiier combination, the semitrailer may not exceed 53
feet in iength, excluding those portions not designed to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124.
When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer ora truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination, the
semitrailer and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 28 1/2 feet each in fength, excluding those
portions not designed to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck tractor-semitrailer, truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combinations are not subject to a
combination length limit.

{b) A stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter may not exceed 75 feet in tength plus a
maximum 3 feet of front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang, except as provided by 61-10-124,
"Stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter” means a truck tractor-semitrailer combination that has a
fifth wheel on a drop frame located behind and below the rear axle of the truck tractor and that is designed
and used for the transpartation of vehicles or assembled boats or boat hulls.

{c) All other combinations of vehicles may not have a combination length in excess of 75 feet,
except as provided by 61-10-1 é4. if the combination consists of more than two units, the rear units of the
combination must be equipped with breakaway brakes.

(3} A motor vehicle may not taw more than one motor vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw
more than three motor vehicles attached to it by the triple saddle-rﬁount method (that is, by meounting the
front wheels of one vehicle on the bed of another, ieaving only the rear wheels of the vehicle in contact
with the roadway), nor may this combination have a combination length in excess of 75 feet.

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 pounds "manufacturers’ rated capacity” may
not tow more than one trailer or semitrailer, nor may this combination have a length in excess of 65 feet.

(6} (a) The length of a vehicle combination consisting of a truck or truck-tractor and one pole
traller or semitrailer hauling raw logs may not exceed 75 feet in overall length. As used in this subsection
{5}{a}, the term "length” means the total iength of the vehicle combination beginning at the front of the
front bumper of the truck or truck-tractor and extending to the most distant end of the logs being hauled.
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A term permit for an overlength vehicle cambination, as provided in 61-10-12443}(2), does not apply to the
vehicle combination described in this subsection (5](a}). A vehicle combination exceeding 75 feet must have
a trip permit.

(b} The maximum overhang of any log may not exceed 15 feet, except by a special, single-trip
permit. Overhang is measured from the center of the rear-most axle to the most distant end of the logs
being hauled.

{c) The provisions in subsections (5}(a} and (5){b) do not apply to a vehicle combinatian hauling
utility poles.

- {6) As used in this chapter, the following definitions apply:

{a) "Combination length" means the total length of a combination of vehicles, such as a truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination, measured from the front bumper of the motor vehicle to the hack
bumper or rear extremity of the tast trailer, including the connection tongues.

{b} "Combined trailer length” means the total length of a combination of trailers measured from the
front of the first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the connection tongues and loads.

{¢) "Length", except as provided in subsection (5}(a), means the total longitudinal dimension of a
single vehicle, a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of a trailer or semitrailer is measured from the front of
the cargo-carrying unit to its rear, exclusive of safety or energy efficiency devices, air-conditioning units,
air compressors, flexible fender extensions, splash and spray suppressant devices, boisters, mechanical
fastening devices, and hydraulic lift gates.

(d) "Rocky Mountain double” means a combination of vehicles that includes a truck tractor puiling

a long semitrailer and a shorter trailer.”

Section 3. Section 61-10-107, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-107. Maximum gross weight —whenr-permitrequired. (1) An axle may not carry a load
in excess of 20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 inches or less than 96 inches
apart may carry a load in excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total load transmitted to the road
by ali wheels whose centers are included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 inches apart,
extending across the full width of the vehicle. For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or less apart
are considered to be a single axle. A vehicle or combination may not have more than nine axles. The

maximum gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or combinatton of vehicles must be determined
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by the formula:

2 W = 500((LN/(N - 1}) + 12N + 36)
3 in which W equals gross weight, L equals wheel base in feet, and N equals number of axles, except that
4 two consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds each if the overall distance
5 between the first and last axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or more.
6 {2} (a) Notwithstanding a vehicle’'s conformance with the requirements of subsection (1), except
7 for the steering axle, all axles weighing over 11,000 pounds must have at least four tires or have wide-base
8 tires. The maximum load on an axle, ather than a steering axle, equipped with wide-base tires is limited to
9 500 pounds per for each inch of tire width.

10 {b}) The provisions of subsection (2){a) do not apply to passenger buses.

11 {c) For the purposes of this section, wide-base tires are tires that are 14 or more inchas in nominal

12 width. The maximum tire weight limit is computed for wide-base tires based on the number of inches
13 shown on the tire marking, or if the tire marking is shown by metric size, the tire weight limit is computed

14 by conversion of the metric size.
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25 {643} This section does not apply to highways that are a part of the national system of interstate
26 and defense highways {as referred to in 23 U.5.C. 127} when application of this section would prevent this

27 state from receiving federal funds for highway purposes.”

28

29 Section 4. Section 61-10-109, MCA, is amended to read:

30 "61-10-109. Operation without special permits prohibited. The operation of vehicles or
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combinations of vehicles having dimensions or weights in excess of the maximum limits specified in
61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-108 is permitted only if authorized by special

permit issued under 61-10-121 through 61-10-125 by the department of transportation or its agents or the

highway patrol.”

Section 5. Section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-124. Special permits -- fees —oranes. {H-As—used-in—this—seetion—ecrane™—eans—a

241} Except as provided in subsections {3Hb} (2)(b), +3Hd} (2)(d}, and #6+ (4), in addition to the

regular registration and gross vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a fee of $756 for
each term permit issued for size and-weight in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104
and-61-10-108-threugh-61-10-110 must be paid for all movements under special permits on the public
highways under the jurisdiction of the department of transportation,

{342} {a) Except as provided in subsections {3}b} (2)(b), {3Hd} (2)(d}, ¢6} (4}, and {7} (5), term or
blanket permits may not be issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing
in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in excess
of 95 feet; or an overheight vehicte, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet; or
of a limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess
of these dimensions is limited to trip permits. A Rocky Mountain double may not exceed 81 feet in
combined trailer length, and the long semitrailer cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 48 feet in
fength. A Rocky Meuntain double is not subject to & combination length limit. Special permits for vehicle
combinations of more than two trailers or more than two units designed for or used to carry a load are not
permitted except as provided in subsections {8} {4) and {# {5}). Special permits for vehicle cambinations
may specify and special permits under subsections 8} {4} and & {5) must specify highway routing and
otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of the vehicle or combination, including but not limited
to required equipment, speed, stability, operational procedures, and insurance.

(b} A term permit may be issued to a dealer in implements of husbandry and self-propelled
machinery for an overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection {34a} (2){a). The fee for this
permit is $75. This permit expires on December 31 of each yea-r, with no grace period.
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{c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fees required by 61-10-201 and with payment
of the fee prescribed in subsection {2} (1), allowable gross weight of a five-axle combination logging vehicle
is 80,000 pounds.

(d} A term permit may be issued for any combination of vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but
does not exceed 100 feet in combination length, except a truck-trailer-trailer or a truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for travel enly on highways that are part of the federal-aid
interstate system, as defined in 6Q0-1-103, or on other highways within a 2-mile radius of an interchange
on the interstate system in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a terminal. When a
terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal and the
interchange. The fee for this permit is $125.

{e} A term permit may be issued for a truck tractor-semitrailer combination when the semitrailer
exceeds 53 feet in length but does not exceed 57 feet in length.

+4}1(3) Except as provided in subsection {3Hb} (2}{b}, a permit may not be issued for a period of time
greater than the period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in this title, inciuding grace periods
allowed by this title. Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the
department of transportation, purchase permits to expire with their registration. A license required by the

state governs the issuance of a special permit.

{6}{4] The department may issue special permits to the operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer

or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles under the following conditions:

{a) the combinatian may be operated only on highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate
system, as defined in 60-1-103, and within a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate system on
other highways only in order to abtain nacessary services or to ioad or unload at a terminal. When a
terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal and the
interchange.

{b) a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over (tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not
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exceed overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

{c} a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional truck-tractor may not exceed overall
length of 110 feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

(d} an individual cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102
inches in width;

{e} gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid an the truck or truck tractor for the declared
registered grass weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed the formula in 61-10-107;

{f} the combination must have a—estrieted—route—pormit—unrder—61-10-10/M3and a special
overlength permit issued at a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit;

{g) travel of the combination may be restricted te specific routes, hours of operation, specific days,
or seasonal periods; and

{h) the department may enforce any other restrictions determined by the department to be
necessary. The permit is not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200.

46} The department of transportation may issue special permits under subsection {6} {4} for
vehicle combinations that consist of a truck-trailer-trailer if:

{a} the vehicle combination’s overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, is not more than
95 feet; and

{b) the person, firm, or corparation applying for the permit:

(i) restricts truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the bauiing of talc ore,
chlorite, dolomite, limestone, and custom combine equipment;

(i) operated the truck-trailer-trailer combination before July 1, 1987;

(iii) restricts the truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the specified routes that
those vehicles used befare July 1, 1987; and

(iv) provides the department of transportation with an affidavit confirming the routes used before

July 1, 1987, for truck-trailer-trailer operations."

Saction 6. Section 61-10-128, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-128. When authoritias may restrict right to use roadway. (1) A loca!l authority may not
alter the limitations provided in 81-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 or

substitute other limitations or requirements, except as provided in this section.
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{2} The department of transportation by order, or a local road autharity by ordinance or resolution,
may prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a
public highway under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is responsible for maintenance whenaver
the highway will be seriously damaged or destroved by deterioration, rain, snow, or other climatic
conditions, unless the use of vehicles on the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights and
speed are reduced. The department of transportation or the authority that enacts the ordinance or resolution
shall erect signs designating the department’s order or the authority’s ordinance or resolution at each end
of that portion of the highway affected, and the order, ordinance, or resolution is not effective until the
signs are erected. The department of transportation or the authority by ordinance or resolution may prohibit
the operation of trucks or other commercial vehicles or impose limitations on their weight on designated
highways, subject to the provisions of subsection {3). These prohibitions and limitations must be designated
by appropriate signs placed on the highways.

{3) Neither the department of transportation nor a local authority may prohibit the operation of or
impose a restriction on the weight of a vehicle loaded with perishable seed potatoes that is traveling on a

public highway if:

{a) the vehicle is being operated within its legal licensed gross vehicle weight;

Section 7. Section 61-10-144, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-144. Violation of standards -- tolerance. (1) It is 2 misdemeanor for a person, firm, or
corperation to violate any provision of 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110,

{2) However, the operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles may move over the highways
to the first open state scale, permanent or portable, without incurring the excess weight penalties set forth
in 61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles does not exceed allowable
total gross weight limitations by more than 7% and if the weight carried by any axle or combination of
axles does not exceed the allowable axle weight limitations by mare than 7%. l—the-eventthat If the

vehicle or combination of vehicles is not in excess of the allowable total gross or axie weight limitations
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by more than 7%, the deparfment may issue a single trip permit for the fee of $10, allowing the vehicle
or combination of vehicles to move over the highways to the first facility where its load can be safely
adjusted or to its destination. Violations of total gross or axle weight limitations in excess of 7% are subject
to the fines provided in 61-10-145, and all loads in excess of 7% of the total gross or axle weight
limitations:

{a) may be required to be adjusted or reduced to conform to the size and weight limitations before

the vehicle or combination of vehicles is moved from the point of weighing; or

{b) may be issued a permit as authorized by 61-10-141.

Farm vehicles transporting agricultural products from a harvesting combine or other harvesting machinery

may maove over a highway, except any highway that is part of the federal-aid interstate system, within a
50-mile radius of the harvested field to the point of first unloading without incurring the excess weight
penalties set forth in 61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the farm vehicle or combination of vehicles does
not exceed allowable weight limitations by more than 20% per for each axle, but the maximum load per
for each inch of tire width may not exceed 670 pounds. The farm vehicle or combination of vehicles may
not exceed 40 miles an hour. A single trip permit, as required in subsection (2), is not applicable to the farm
vehicle or combination of vehicles. When a farm vehicle or combination of vehicles violates any of the
provisions of this subsection, the fine or penalty imposed applies to that portion of the load above the legal

limit."

Saction 8. Section 61-10-145, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-145. Penalties. (1) A person, firm, or corporation convicted of viotating 61-10-101 through
61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be punished by a fine of not less than $30 or more than
$100. A person, firm, or corporation convicted of operating a motor vehicle upon the public highways of
this state with weight upon a wheel, axle, or group of axles greater than the maximum permitted by
61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-108 through 61-10-110 shall be fined, in addition to other
penalties provided by law for the offense, the following amounts:

{a) $30 for any excess weight up to and including 2,000 pounds;

{b) $75 for any excess weight more than 2,000 pounds and less than 4,001 pounds;

(c) $125 for any excess weight more than 4,000 pounds and less than 6,001 pounds;
Q’.eeislalive
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(d) $175 for any excess weight more than 6,000 pounds and less than 8,001 pounds;

e} $250 for any excess weight more than 8,000 pounds and less than 10,001 pounds;

{f} 4275 for any excess weight more than 10,000 pounds and less than 12,001 pounds;

{g) $300 for any excess weight more than 12,000 pounds and less than 14,001 pounds;

(h] $400 for any excess weight more than 14,000 pounds and less than 16,001 pounds;

(i} $500 for any excess weight more than 16,000 pounds and less than 18,001 pounds;

(i) $600 for any excess weight more than 18,000 pounds and less than 20,001 pounds;

(k) $1,000 for any excess weight more than 20,000 pounds and less than 25,001 pounds;

() 42,000 for any excess weight more than 25,000 pounds.

{2) If a motor vehicle is equipped with a retractable axle that is not fully extended and carrying its
proportionate share of the load while the motor vehicie is operated upon the highways of this state, the
weight penalties in subsection (1) apply to all weight over the legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles
regardless of whether the axle is extended at the time of weighing. In addition to the penalties in subsection
{1), the owner or operator shall be fined $100 for failure to have the retractable axle fully extended while
the gross weight of the vehicte exceeds the legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles.

{3} A complaint filed and a summons or notice to appear issued pertaining to a violation of the

‘gross weight regulations in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 must specify

the amount of the excess weight that the defendant is alleged to have had upon the vehicle or combination

of vehicles.

{8+{4) Itis a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in 46-18-212, for a person, firm, or corporation

to violate any of the provisions of 61-10-123, 61-10-141, or 61-10-142."

Section 9. Section 61-10-148, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-146. Special permits -- misrepresentations and violations as misdemeanor. {1) A person

(Legislative
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who knowingly and willfully misrepresents the size or weight of a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load,
object, or other thing in obtaining a special permit or who does not follow the requirements and conditions
of the special permit or who operates a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing the
size or weight of which requires a special permit without first obtaining a special permit is guilty of a
misdemeanor.

{2) A person, firm, or corporation convicted of:

(a} operating a vehicle or combination of vehicles with weight upon a wheel, axle, or group of axles
greater than the maximum authorized by a special permit or of operating without a special permit a vehicle
or combination of vehicles the weight of which requires a special permit shail, in addition to the other
penalties provided by law for the offense, be punished by a fine in the amount provided in 61-10-145{1});
or

(b} violating any provision of 61-10-12446}{4} or any restriction on the special permits issued by
the department under 61-10-124463{4]} shall be punished by a fine of not less than $500 or more than
$1,000, and all speciat permits issued for the operation of the combination in viclation sha#t must be
confiscated. The combination must be separated into combinations of legal length before the units may

proceed.”

Section 10. Section 61-10-201, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-201. Weight fees on motortrucks, truck tractors, and buses. In addition to other fees for
the licensing of vehicles and except as provided in 61-10-203, there must be paid and collected annually
for each truck, truck tractor, and bus, based upon the manufacturer’'s rated capacity for trucks with a
capacity of 1 ton or less and upon the maximum gross loaded weight and the maximum gross weight of
any towed unit of each truck and truck tractor as set by the licensee in the licensee’s application, the

following fees:

Schedule |

Manufacturer's rated capacity up to 31/2 ton . . . . . .. . e e $ 7.00
Manufacturer's rated capacity of 3/4 10N . . . . . . ... e e e 12.50
Manufacturer'srated capacity of 1 ton . .. ... . . . i e 17.50
Upto 16,000 lbs . . . . ..o e e 21.00
16,001 through 18,000 1bs . . . . . ... e 28.00
[ Legislative
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18,001
20,001
22,001
24,001
26,001
28,001
30,001
32,001
34,001
36,001
38,001
40,001
42,001
44,001
46,001
48,001
50,001
52,001
54,001
56,001
58,001
60,001
62,001
64,001
66,001
68,001
70,001
72,001
74,001
76,001

through 20,000 188 . . . 0 o0 v e e e e e e e 37.60
through 22,000 [0S . o o it e e 47.00
through 24,000 1bs . . . . ... . e e e e 70.00
through 28,000 1bs . . . . .. i e e e e e e 90.00
through 28,000 1bs . . . . e e e e e 110.00
through 30,000 1bS . .. .. .......... PR 130.00
through 32,000 1bs . . . . ... e e . 150.00
through 34,000 lbs . . . . . . L 170.00
through 36,000 1bs . . . . . . e e e e 190.00
through 38,000 tbs . . . . .. . e e e 215.00
through 40,000 1bs . . . . .. .. e e 235.00
through 42,000 1bs . . ... . . . e 255.00
through 44,000 Ibs . . . ... ... it e e e e 275.00
through 46,000 Ibs . . . . .. i e e e e e e e e 300.00
through 48,000 Ibs . . .. .. e e e 320.00
through BO,000 Ibs . . . . . L e e 340.00
through 52,000 IBs . . . .. o e e e e 360.00
thraugh 54,000 [bs . . . . .. e e e e 380.00
through 586,000 1bs . . . .. ... e e e e 400.00
through 58,000 1S . . . . ..t e e 420.00
through 60,000 15 . . . ... i e e e e e, 440.00
through 62,000 1B5 . . . ... e e 460.00
through 64,000 1bs . . .. ... e e 482.50
through 86,000 1bs . . . .. ..o i i 502.50
through 68,000 1bs . . . .. .. .. e e 522.50
through 70,000 Ibs . . . . . .. e 545.75
through 72,000 Ibs . . . .. o e 566.50
through 74,000 Ibs . . . ... i 607.50
through 76,000 Ibs . . . . ... . e 655.00
through 78,000 Ibs . . . . .. e e, 695.00
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through 80,000 1bs . . . . o o i e e 750.00

Qver 80,000 Ibs. and within the weight limits

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104
and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 ... ... ............... B 750.00
plus an additional 46.00
for each ton or fraction of a ton
in excess of 80,000 ibs.
plus an additional $100.00

to exceed the BO,000 Ibs.

federal gross weight limit."

Section 11. Section 61-10-203, MCA, is amended to read:

"§1-10-203. Alternative gross weight fees on motortrucks and truck tractors with special trailer

combinations. (1) In addition to other fees for the licensing of vehicles, there must be paid and collected

annually for each motortruck or truck tractor operating under the provisions of 61-10-12448}4) and {* {5},

based u

pon the maximum combined gross loaded weight of a truck tractor or a motortruck and trailers, as

set by the licensee in the application, the following fees:

Schedule il

Truck tractor or a motortruck and trailers:

Upto 42,000 1bs . . . .. e e e e $ 571.00
42,001 10 44,000 1bs . . . . . e e e 631.00
44,001 10 46,000 IBS . . .. .. L e e 691.00
46,001 t0 48,000 1BS . . .. L e e e e 752.00
48,001 10 60,000 1D8 ... e e e 812.00
50,0011052,0001tbs ........ ... ... .. .. ... S 871.00
52,001 10 64,000 IbS .. .. . e e e 931.00
54,001 10 56,000 108 . . .. . e e e 992.00
86,001 ta BB,000 Ibs . . .. . e e e 1,052.00
BB,001 10 80,000 108 . . ... L. e 1,112.00
60,001 10 62,000 1D . . ... .. e e 1,172.00
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62,001 10 64,000 Ibs . ... e e e 1,233.00

64,001 10 66,000 1D . .. . oo e e e e 1,293.00
66,001 10 68,000 135S . . . v i o i i e e e e e e e 1,352.00
68,001 10 70,000 108 . .. .t it e e e e 1,412.00
70,001 10 72,000 B8 . . . .t e e e e e e 1,473.00
72,001 10 74,000 1DS . . . .. L e e 1,833.00
74,001 10 76,000 IBS . . . . o i e e e e 1,693.00
76,001 10 78,000 108 . . .. o e e 1,653.00
78,001 andovar t0 80,000 Ibs. . . .. . ... 66-80 1,718.50

peor-ton-orfraction-thereot

Qver 80,000 Ibs. and within the weight limits

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and

61-10-106 through 61-10-110 . .. .. oot e e e e 1,718.50

plus an additional $65.50

for each ton or fraction of a tan

in excess of 80,000 |bs.

plus an additional $100.00
to exceed the 80,000 Ibs.

federal gross weight limit.

(2) The trailers or semitrailers must be currentfy registered in another country, state, or county."”

Section 12. Section 61-10-211, MCA, ié amended to read:

"61-10-211. Fees on motortrucks, truck tractors, trailers, and semitrailers from other states. {1)
In lieu of other fees for the licensing of vehicles, there must be collected a fee for each motortruck and
truck tractor already licensed for the year in another jurisdiction and operated upon an itinerant basis in this
state. The fee provided in subsection {2) must be collected upon each entrance of the vehicle into the state
and must be based upon the number of miles to be traveled in the state and the registered gross vehicle
weight of the motortruck or truck tractor as shown in the application of the nonresident operator.

(2) The fee for each trip in Montana is:

0-200 miles 201-400 miles over 400 miles

ULegisiative

\L ervices - 14 - S8 29
\Pjvmou



55th Legislature : SB0029.01

1 Up to 46,000 Ibs. $10 $15 $20
2 46,001 through 80,000 Ibs. 20 30 40
3  Over B0,001 lbs. <6 50 46 65 80 80
4  Triple combination 45 60 806 80 88 100
b (3} The fees do not apply to any trailer the principal use of which is as temporary or permanent
6 living quarters, or to any vehicle of a carnival that is under contract with a state, county, or district fair
7 association.
8 (4) A fee must be collected for each nonresident, unlicensed or unregistered trailer or semitrailer
"9 entering Montana. The fee for each trip in Montana is:
10 {a) $10 for each trip of 200 miles or less;
11 {b) $15 for each trip of over 200 miles to 400 miles; and
12 {c) 520 for each trip of over 400 miles."”
13
14 NEW SECTION. Section 13. Repealer. Section 15-70-308, MCA, is repealed.
15
16 NEW SECTION. Section 14. Effective date. [This act] is effective January 1, 1998.
17 -END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE

FPiscal Note for S§B0029, as introduced

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

An act generally revising the motor carrier laws; eliminating the special permit for a
vehicle exceeding a gross weight of 80,000 pounds; eliminating the special permit for a
crane; increasing the weight fees for vehicles weighing in excess of 80,000 pounds:;
increasing the alternative gross weight fees for certain vehicles weighing in excess of
78,001 pounds; increasing the fees on certain vehicles licensed 1in other states; and
eliminating the temporary cash compliance bond for special fuel users.

ASSUMPTICNS:

Eliminating the Special Permit for a Vehicle Exceeding 80,000 lbs (RRLP/Restricted Route

Load Permit}

1. There were 3,021 vehicles over 80,000 lbs. licensed under the International
Registration Plan (IRP) issued Restricted Route Load Permits (RRLP) during fiscal
vear 1986. Another 262 vehicles from other jurisdictions apportioned with Montana
were also issued RRLPs, for a total of 3,283 vehilcles.

2. The average percent of miles traveled in Montana by the vehicles listed in
assumption 1 was 36.7.

3. Under current law, each vehicle listed in assumption 1 would be issued a $100 term
(yearly) RRLP. Under this proposed legislation, the 3100 fee would be multiplied by
the average percent of miles traveled in Montana to determine the new fee. ' For the
vehicles in assumption 2, the reduction in fees would be as follows: ($100.00-
56.70)*3,283 = 5142,154.

4. An additional 1,437 vehicles over 80,000 lbs., fully licensed in Montana, purchase
gross vehicle weight (GVW) fees for an average of ten months per year.

5. The average percent of miles traveled in Montana for the vehicles listed in
assumption 4 is 83.33 (for ten months).

6. Under current law, each vehicle in assumption 4 would be issued a $100 term (yearly)

RRLP. Under this proposed legislation, the $100 fee wculd be multiplied by the
average percent of miles traveled in Montana to determine the new fee. For the
vehicles in assumption 4, the reducticn in fees would be as follows: ($100.00-
83.33)*1,437 = 523,956.

7. Revenue for single trip RRLP will remain the same. Under current law, vehicles over
80,000 lbs. which are nect licensed in Montana must purchase a single trip {(license)
permit and a single trip $20 RRLP. Under the proposed legislation, 61-10-211, MCA,
is amended to provide a $20 increase for trip (license) permits for vehicles over
80,000 lbs, which brings the total fee to 540.

8. The total RRLP revenue will decrease $166,110, (%$142,154 + $23,956).
Eliminating the Special Crane Permit
9. There were no crane permits issued under current law. There wlill be no revenue

impact by eliminating the crane permit.
Eliminating the Temporary Cash Compliance Bond for Special Fuel Users
10. One $100 cash compliance bond was 1ssued during fiscal 1996.
11. Temporary cash compliance bond revenue will decrease $100.

FISCAL PACT:

Revenues:
EY98 FYgs
Difference Difference
Highway Special Revenue Account (02) {le6,210) (166,210)
A
‘ = /—7'—7? 4/4/‘/'{ . LMW/“{{'TK 1-9-91
DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTQR DATE CHUCK SWYSGOOD, PRIM5§Y13P0N§OR DATE

Office of Budget and Program Planning
Fiscal Note for SB0029, as introduced
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LPPROVED BY CCM ON
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION

SENATE BILL NO. 28
INTRODUCED BY SWYSGQOOD
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE MOTOR CARRIER LAWS;
ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A VEHICLE EXCEEDING A GROSS WEIGHT OF 80,000 POUNDS;
ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A CRANE; INCREASING THE WEIGHT FEES FOR VEHICLES
WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 80,000 POUNDS; INCREASING THE ALTERNATIVE GROSS WEIGHT FEES FOR
CERTAIN VEHICLES WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 78,001 POUNDS; INCREASING THE FEES QN CERTAIN
VEHICLES LICENSED INOTHER STATES; ELIMINATING THE TEMPORARY CASH COMPLIANCE BOND FOR
SPECIAL FUEL USERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-312,61-10-104, 61-10-107,61-10-108, 61-10-124,
61-10-128, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-146, 61-10-207, 61-10-203, AND 61-10-211, MCA;
REPEALING SECTION 15-70-308, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 61-8-312, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-8-312. Special speed limitations on trucks, truck tractors, motor-driven cycles, and vehicles
towing housetrailers. (1) A person may not operate a truck or truck tractor, the gross weight of which
exceeds 8,000 pounds, at a speed greater than 65 miles per an hour on those completed sections of
interstate and four-lane divided highwafs and 60 miles per an hour on those completed sections of primary
and secondary highways. However, the truck nighttime speed limit may not exceed that of automobiles,
as stated in 61-8-303.

{2} A person may not operate a vehicle subject to a term permit under 61-10-124{3HdH{2){d) or a
truck-trailer-trailer or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles subject to special permits
under 61-10-12448}(4) at a speed greater than 55 miles pe¢ an hour.

{3) A person may not operate a motor-driven cycle at any time mentioned in 61-9-201 at a speed
greater than 35 miles per an hour unless the motor-driven cycle is equipped with a headlamp or lamps that
are adequate to reveal a person or vehicle at a distance of 300 feet ahead.

(4) A person may not operate a vehicle that is towing a housetrailer at a speed greater than a

[ Legislative SECOND READING

2rvices -1 - SB 29

Dijvision



556th Legislature SB0029.02

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

maximum of 50 miles per an hour.”

Section 2. Section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-104. Length -- definitions. {1) A single truck, bus, or any self-propelled vehicie, unladen
or with load, may not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess of 55 feet.

(2) (a) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination, the semitrailer may not exceed 53
feet in length, exctuding those portions not designed to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124.
When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer or a truck tractor-semitrailer-semitratler comhination, the
semitrailer and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 28 1/2 feet each in length, exciuding i-:1se
portions not designed to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck tractor-semitrailer, truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combinations are not subject to a
combination length limit.

(b} A stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter may not exceed 75 feef in length plus a
maximum 3 feet of front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang, except as provided by 61-10-124.
"Stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter” means a truck tractor-semitrailer combination that has a
fifth wheel on a drop frame located behind and below the rear axle of the truck tractor and that is designed
and used for the transportation of vehicles or assembled boats or boat hulls.

{c} All other combinations of vehicles may not have a combination length in excess of 75 feet,
except as provided by 61-10-124. If the combination consists of more than two units, the rear units of the
combination must be equipped with breakaway brakes.

(3} A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw
more than three motor vehicles attached to it by the tripie saddle-mount method (that is, by mounting the
front wheels of one vehicle on the bed of another, leaving only the rear wheels of the vehicle in contact
with the roadway), nor may this combination have a combination length in excess af 75 feet.

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 pounds "manufacturers’ rated capacity” may
nat tow more than one trailer or semitrailer, nor may this combination have a length in excess of 65 feet.

{5) {a}l The length of a vehicle combination consisting of a truck or truck-tractor and one pole
trailer or semitrailer hauling raw logs may not exceed 75 feet in overall length. As used in this subsection
(5}){a), the term "length” means the total length of the vehicle combination beginning at the front of the
front bumper of the truck or truck-tractor and extending to the most distant end of the logs being hauled.

(l Legislasive
-, Services s SB 29

-, Djvision



65th Legislature SB0029.02

O @ W ~N o o kb oW N

ORI N SR . TR X i S S T T T e S Y
Ww KN = QO W O d O RN =

24
25
26
27
28
29
30

A term permit tor an overlength vehicle combination, as provided in 61-10-1244{3}{2), does not apply to the
vehicle combination described in this subsection (5){a). A vehicle combination exceeding 75 feet must have
a trip permit,

(b} The maximum overhang of any log may not exceed 15 feet, except by a special, single-trip
permit. Overbang is measured from the center of the rear-most axle to the most distant end of the logs
being hauled.

{c] The provisions in subsections (5}(a} and {5}{b) do not apply to a vehicle combination hauling
utility poles.

(6) As used in this chapter, the following definitions apply:

{a} "Combination length" means the total length of a combination of vehicles, such as a truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination, measured from the front bumper of the motor vehicle to the back
bumper or rear extremity of the last trailer, including the conncction tongues.

(b) "Combined trailer length” means the total length of a combination of trailers measured from the
front of the first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the connection tongues and loads.

{c}) "Length", except as provided in subsection (5}(a), means the total longitudinal dimension of a
single vehicle, a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of a trailer or semitrailer is measured from the front of
the cargo-carrying unit to its rear, exclusive of safety or energy efficiency devices, air-conditioning units,
air compressors, flexible fender extensions, splash and spray suppressant devices, boisters, mechanical
fastening devices, and hydraulic lift gates.

(d} "Rocky Mountain double" means a combination of vehicles that includes a truck tractor pulling

a long semitrailer and a shorter trailer.”

Section 3. Section 61-10-107, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-107. Maximum gross weight —when-permit-required. {1} An axle may not carry a load
in excess of 20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axies more than 40 inches or less than 96 inches
apart may carry a load in excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total load transmitted to the road
by ali wheels whose centers are included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 inches apart,
extending acrass the full width of the vehicle. For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or less apart
are considered to be a single axle. A vehicle or éombination may not have more than nine axles. The
maximum gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group of axtes, or combination of vehicles must be determined
[ Legisiative

ervices -3
N N 3 SB 29



5bth Legislature SB0029.02

1 by the formula:

W = BOO{(LN/IN - 1)) + 12N + 38)
in which W equals gross weight, L equals wheel base in feet, and N equals number of axles, except that
two consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds each if the overall distance

between the first and last axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or maore.

o2 T & 1 B %

(2) {a) Notwithstanding a vehicle’s conformance with the requirements of subsection (1}, except

for the steering axle, all axies weighing over 11,000 pounds rust have at least four tires or have wide-bhase

8 tires. The maximum load on an axle, other than a steering axle, equipped with wide-base tires is limited to

9 500 pounds pet for each inch of tire width.
10 (b} The provisions of subsection {2)(a) do not apply to passenger buses.
11 {c} For the purposes of this section, wide-base tires are tires that are 14 or more inches in r.lominal
12 width. The maximum tire weight limit is computed for wide-base tires based con the number of inches
13 shown on the tire marking, or if the tire marking is shown by metric size, the tire weight limit is computed
14 by conversion of the metric size.
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25 +83{3] This section does not apply to highways that are a part of the national system of interstate
26 and defense highways (as referred to in 23 U.5.C. 127) when application of this section would prevent this

27 state from receiving federal funds for highway purposes.”

28

29 Section 4. Section 61-10-109, MCA, is amended to read;

30 "61-10-109. Operation without special permits prohibited. The operation of vehicles or
[ Legisiative
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combinations of vehicles having dimensions or weights in excess of the maximum limits specified in

61-10-101 through 81-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-108 is permitted only if authdrized by special

permit issued under 61-10-121 through 61-10-125 by the department of transportation or its agents or the

highway patrol.”

Section 5. Section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-124. Special permits -- fees —eranes. H—Asused—in—this-sestion—crane moahrs—a

+24(1) Except as provided in subsections 34b} (2){b], {3Hd} (2){d}, and {6} {4), in addition to the

regular registration and gross vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a fee of $75 for
each term permit issued for size and-weight in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104
and-61-10-106-through—-8130-110 must be paid for all movements under special permits on the public
highways under the jurisdiction of the department of transportation.

{3}{2} (a) Except as provided in subsections {3Hb} (2){b), {3+ (2)(d}, 8} (4), and £A (B}, term or
blanket permits may not be issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing
in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in excess
of 95 feet; or an overheight vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet; or
of a limit determined by the department. A vehicle, cambination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess
of these dimensions is limited to trip permits. A Rocky Mountain double may not exceed 81 feet in
combined trailer iength, and the long semitrailer cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 48 feet in
length. A Rocky Mountain double is not subject to a combination length limit. Special permits for vehicle
combinations of more than two trailers or more than two units designed for or used to carry a load are nat
permitted except as provided in subsections 48} (4) and £ {5). Special permits for vehicle combinations
may specify and special permits under subsections {6} (4} and 4 (5] must specify highway routing and
otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of the vehicle or combination, including but not limited
to required equipment, speed, stability, operational procedures, and insurance.

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in implements of husbandry and self-propelled
machinery for an overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection {3Ha} [2){a}. The fee for this
permit is $75. This permit expires on December 31 of each year, with no grace period.
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ervices -5 - SB 29

L\Biw'sion



556th Legislature SB0029.02

—_

O W o o~ ;o AW N

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

{c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fees required by 61-10-201 and with payment
of the fee prescribed in subsection £} (1], allowable g-ross weight of a five-axle combination logging vehicle
is 80,000 pounds.

{d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in fength but
does not exceed 100 feet in combination length, except a fruck-trailer-trailer or a truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for travel only on highways that are part of the federal-aid
interstate system, as defined in 80-1-103, or on other highways within a 2-mile radius of an interchange
on the interstate system in order to obtain necessary services or to ioad or unioad at a terminai. When a
terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal and the
interchange. The fee for this permit is $125.

(e} A term permit may be issued for a truck tractor-semitrailer combination when the semitrailer
exceeds 53 feet in length but does not exceed 57 feet in length.

{4}(3) Except as provided in subsection {3+ (2)(b}, a permit may not be issued for a period of time
greater than the period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in this title, including grace periods
allowed by this title. Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the
department of transportation, purchase permits to expire with their registration. A license required by the

state governs the issuance of a special permit.

+8+{4] The department may issue special permits to the operating company for a truck-trailer-trater

or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles under the following conditions:

(al the combination may be operated only on highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate
system, as defined in 60-1-103, and within a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate system on
other highways only in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a terminal. When a
terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal and the

interchange.

{b} a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over (tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not

{ Legislative
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exceed overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

{c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional truck-tractor may not exceed overall
length of 110 feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

{d) an individual cargo unit of the combination may not éxceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102
inches in width;

(e} gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on the truck or truck tractor for the declared
registered gross weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed the formula in 61-10-107;

{(f) the combination must have a—restreted—route—pormitunder—B110-318H3-and a special
overlength permit issued at a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit;

{g} travel of the combination may be restricted to specific routes, hours of operation, specific days,
or seasonal periods; and

(h} the department may enforce any other restrictinns determined by the department to be
necessary. The permit is not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200.

H{5) The department of transportation may issue special permits under subsection {6} (4) for
vehicle combinations that consist of a truck-trailer-trailer if:

{a) the vehicle combination’s overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, is not more than
95 feet; and

(b) the person, firm, or corporation applying for the permit:

(i} restricts truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the hauling of talc ore,
chlorite, dolomite, limestone, and custom _combine equipment;

(i) operated the truck-trailer-trailer combination before July 1, 1987;

{ili} restricts the truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the specified routes that
those vehicles used before July 1, 1987; and

(iv) provides the department of transportation with an aftidavit confirming the routes used before

July 1, 1987, for truck-trailer-trailer operations.”

Section 6. Section 61-10-128, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-128. When authgrities may restrict right to use rcadway. (1) A local authority may not
alter the limitations provided in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 or
substitute other limitations or reguirements, except as provided in this section.

CLegisiative
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(2) The department of transportation by arder, or a local road authority by ordinance or resolution,
may prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a
public highway under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is responsible for maintenance whenever
the highway will be seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow, or other climatic
conditions, unless the use of vehicles on the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights and
speed are reduced. The department of transportatian or the authority that enacts the ordinance or resolution
shall erect signs designating the department’s order or the authority’s ordinance or resolution at each end
of that portion of the highway affected, and the order, ordinance, or resolution is not effective until the
signs are erected. The department of transportation or the authority by ordinance or resolution may prohibit
the operation of trucks or other commercial vehicles or impose limitations on their weight on designated
highways, subject to the provisions of subsection (3). These prohibitions and limitations must be designated
by appropriate signs placed on the highways.

{3} Neither the department of transportation nor a lecal authority may prohibit the operation of or
impose a restriction on the weight of a vehicle loaded with perishable seed potatoes that is traveling on a
public highway if:

{a) the vehicle is being operated within its legal licensed gross vehicle weight;

{e}{b} the driver possesses a federal-state inspection certificate issued for the load; AND

(C] THE VEHICLE TAKES THE MOST DIRECT ROUTE FROM THE POINT OF LOADING TQ THE

NEAREST NONRESTRICTED ROAD.

Section 7. Section 61-10-144, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-144. Violation of standards -- tolerance. (1) It is a misdemeanor for a person, firm, or
corporation to violate any provision of 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110.
{2) However, the operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles may move over the highways
to the first open state scate, permanent or portable, without incurring the excess weight penalties set forth
in 61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the vehic]e or combination of vehicles does not exceed allowable

total gross weight limitations by more than 7% and if the weight carried by any axle or combination of
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axles does not exceed the allowable axle weight limitations by more than 7%. Hthe-eventthat If the
vehicle or combination of vehicles is not in excess of the allowable total gross or axle weight limitations
by more than 7%, the department may issue a single trip permit for the fee of $10, allowing the vehicle
or cambination of vehicles to move over the highways to the first facility where its load can be safely
adjusted or to its destination. Violations of total gross or axle weight limitations in excess of 7% are subject
to the fines provided in 61-10-145, and all loads in excess of 7% of the total gross or axle weight
limitations:

(a) may be required to be adjusted or reduced to conform to the size and weight limitations before

the vehicle or combination of vehicles is moved from the point of weighing; or

(b) may be issued a permit as authorized by 61-10-141.

Farm vehicles transporting agricultural products from a harvesting combine or other harvesting machinery

may move over a highway, except any highway that is part of the federal-aid interstate system, within a
50-mile radius of the harvested field to the peint of first unloading without incurring the excess weight
penalties set forth in 61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the farm vehicle or combination of vehicles does
not exceed allowable weight limitations by more than 20% per for each axle, but the maximum load per
for each inch of tire width may not exceed 670 pounds. The farm vehicle or combination of vehicles may
not exceed 40 miles an hour. A single trip permit, as required in subsection (2}, is not applicable to the farm
vehicle or combination of vehicles. When a farm vehicle or combination of vehicles violates any of the
provisions of this subsection, the fine or penalty imposed applies te that portion of the load above the legal

limit."

Section 8. Section 61-10-145, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-145. Penalties. (1) A person, firm, or corporation convicted of violating 61-10-101 through
61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be punished by a fine of not less than $30 or more than
$100. A person, firm, or corporation convicted of operating a motor vehicle upon the public highways of
this state with weight upon a wheel, axle, or group of axles greater than the maximum permitted by
61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be fined, in addition to other
penalties provided by law for the offense, the following amounts:

(al $30 for any excess weight up to and including 2,000 pounds;

gl:\e islative
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(b} $75 for any excess weight more than 2,000 pounds and less than 4,001 pounds;

{c) $125 for any excess weight more than 4,000 pounds and less than 6,001 pounds;

{d) $175 for any excess weight mare than 6,000 pounds and less than 8,001 paunds;

{e) $250 for any excess weight more than 8,000 pounds and less than 10,001 pounds;

{(f} %275 for any excess weight more than 10,000 pounds and less than 12,001 pounds;

{g) $300 for any excess weight more than 12,000 pounds and less than 14,001 pounds;

{h} 3400 for any excess weight more than 14,000 pounds and less than 16,001 pounds;

liy $500 for any excess weight more than 16,000 pounds and less than 18,001 pounds;

tjj $600 for any excess weight more than 18,000 pounds and less than 20,001 pounds;

{k) %$1,000 for any excess weight more than 20,000 pounds and less than 25,001 pounds;

() $2,000 for any excess weight more than 25,000 pounds.

{2) If a motor vehicle is equipped with a retractable axle that is not fully extended and carrying its
proportionate share of the load while the motor vehicle is operated upon the highways of this state, the
weight penalties in subsection (1) apply to all weight over the legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles
regardless of whether the axle is extended at the time of weighing. In addition to the penalties in subsection
(1), the owner or operator shall be fined $100 for failure to have the retractable axlie fully extended while
the gross weight of the vehicle exceeds the legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles.

(3} A complaint filed and a summons or notice to appear issued pertaining to a violation of the
gross weight regulations in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 must specify

the amount of the excess weight that the defendant is alleged to have had upon the vehicie or combination

of vehicles.

+63{4) ltis a misdemeanaor, punishable as provided in 46-18-212, for a person, firm, or corporation

to violate any of the provisions of 61-10-123, 61-10-141, or 61-10-142."

. Legislative
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Section 9. Section 61-10-146, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-146. Special permits -- misrepresentations and violations as misdemeanor. {1) A person
who knowingly and willfully misrepresents the size or weight of a vehicle, combination of vehicles, ioad,
object, or other thing in obtaining a special permit or who does not follow the requirements and conditions
of the special permit or who operates a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or ather thing the
size or weight of which requires a special permit without first obtaining a special permit is guilty of a
misdemeanor.

{2) A person, firm, or corporation convicted of:

{a) operating a vehicle or combination of vehicles with weight upon a wheel, axle, or group of axles
greater than the maximum authorized by a special permit or of operating without a special permit a vehicle
or combination of vehicles the weight of which requires a special permit shall, in addition to the other
penalties provided by law for the offense, be punished by a finz in the amount provided in 61-10-145(1);
or

(b} violating any provision of 61-10-12448}{4) or any restriction on the special permits issued by
the department under 61-10-124{8}(4} shall be punished by a fine of not less than $500 or more than
41,000, and all special permits issued for the operation of the combination in violation shall must be
confiscated. The combination must be separated into combinations of legal length before the units may

proceed.”

Section 10. Section 61-10-201, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-201. Weight fees on motortrucks, truck tractors, and buses. In addition to other fees for
the licensing of vehicles and except as provided in 61-10-203, there must be paid and collected annually
for each truck, truck tractor, and bus, based upon the manufacturer’'s rated capacity for trucks with a
capacity of 1 ton or less and upon the maximum gross loaded weightrand the maximum gross weight of
any towed unit of each truck and truck tractor as set by the licensee in the licensee’s application, the

following fees:

Schedule |
Manufacturer’'s rated capacity up to 1/2ton . . . . . .. L e e $ 7.00
Manufacturer’s rated capacity of 3/4ton . .. . . . .. o e 12.50
Manufacturer’s rated capacity of 1ton . ... ... ... . .. L e e 17.50
{ Legislative
ervices -11 - SB 29
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Up to 16,000 1bs . . . . e e e 21.00
16,001 through 18,000 1bs . . . . .o e 28.00
18,001 through 20,000 188 . . . . . L L. L e e e 37.50
20,001 through 22,000 Ibs . . . . .. e e e e e e 47.00
22,001 through 24,000 b8 . . . . . e e e 70.00
24,001 through 28,000 1DS . .« vttt e 90.00
26,001 through 28,000 1bs . . . . . .. . e e e e 110.00
28,001 through 30,000 1bs . . . .. . . 0 e 130.00
30,001 through 32,000 Ibs . .. .. . L e e 160.00
32,001 through 34,000 1bs . .. .. . .. e e e 170.00
34,001 through 36,000 Ibs . . . .. . ... e e e e 190.00
36,001 through 38,0001bs ... .. ... ... ... .. ... ... ... P e 215.00
38,001 through 40,000 Ibs . . . ... L e it e s i e e e 235.00
40,001 through 42,000 1bs . . . . . .o e e e 255.00
42,001 through 44,000 1bs . . . . . . . i e e e e 275.00
44 001 through 46,000 |bs . . . . .. i e e 300.00
48,001 through 48,000 1bs . . . . . . .. e e 320.00
48,001 through 50,000 tbs . .. . . . i e e e 340.00
50,001 through 52,000 Ibs . . . . ... . . e e 360.00
52,001 through 54,000 1bs . . . . . ... i e 380.00
54,001 through B6,000 Ibs . . . .. . ... . e, 400.00
56,001 through 58,000 Ibs . .. .. . . e e 420.00
58,001 through 60,000 Ibs . . . .. .. oo e e 440.00
60,001 through 62,000 1bs . . . .. . e e e e 460.00
62,001 through 64,000 Ibs . . . .. .. .. e 482.50
64,001 through 66,000 Ibs . .. .. ... . i e e 502.50
66,001 through 68,000 1bs . . . .. .. . . .. 522.50
68,001 through 70,000 Ibs . . . .0 oo e e 545.75
70,001 through 72,000 Ibs . . . .. .. e 566.50
72,001 through 74,000 1Bs . . . .. L. 607.50
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74,007 through 76,000 1bs . . .. . . L e e 655.00
76,001 through 78,000 Ibs . . . . .. . . e e 695.00
78,001 through 80,000 1bs . . . . .. . e e e e 750.00

Over 80,000 Ibs. and within the weight limits
specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104
and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 .. .. ... ... . . .. . i 750.00
plus an additional 46.00
for each ton or fraction of a ton
in excess of 80,000 lbs,
plus an additional $100.00
to exceed the 80,000 Ibs.

federal gross weight limit."”

Section 11. Section 61-10-203, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-10-203. Alternative gross weight fees on motortrucks and truck tractors with special trailer
combinations. (1) In addition to other fees for the licensing of vehicles, there must be paid and collected
annually for each matortruck or truck tractor operating under the provisions of 61-10-124{8}{4) and /4 {5},
based upon the maximum cembined gross loaded weight of a truck tractor or a motortruck and trailers, as
set by the licensee in the application, the following fees:

Schedule Il

Truck tractor or a motortruck and trailers:

Up 10 42,000 ID5 . . o ot v ot e ettt e e $ 571.00
42,001 10 44,000 155 . . ottt e e e ... 631.00
44,001 t0 46,000 108 .+« v v vt et e e e e 691.00
46,001 to 48,0001bs . ....... S 752.00
48,001 10 50,000 IBS -« o« vt ettt e e e 812.00
50,001 10 52,000 DS . .t vttt e e e e 871.00
52,001 10 54,000 105 . . v\t vt ettt e e e e 931.00
54,001t056,000lb5.................: ................................ 992.00
56,001 10 58,000 IDS . . . o\ v vt et e e e 1,052.00

Legislative
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58,001 t0 80,000 155 . v v i i i e e e e 1,112.00
BO,001 10 62,000 IDS . . . o e 1,172.00
62,001 10 84,000 IbS . . .. . i e e e e 1,233.00
64,001 10 66,000 1bs . . .. .. e 1,293.00
66,001 10 88,000 1h8 . . . . .. i i e 1,352.00
68,001 10 70,000 IDS . . .o ottt e e e 1.412.00
70,001 10 72,000 1B8 . . . ot e e e 1,473.00
72,001 10 74,000 108 . . oot e e e 1,533.00
74,001 t0 76,000 1005 . .. .. L e 1,693.00
76,001t078,000|bs........................................‘; ...... 1,653.00
78,001 apdover 10 BD,O00 Ibs. .. . .. i e €6-60 1,718.50

por-tororfraction-theraof

Over 80,000 Ibs. and within the weight limits

specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and

61-10-106 through 61-10-110 . . . .. .. .. i i e 1,718.50

plus an additional $65.50

for each ton or fraction of a ton

in_excess of 80,000 lbs.

plus an additional $100.00

to exceed the 80,000 {bs.

federal gross weight limit.

(2) The trailers or semitrailers must be currently registered in another country, state, or county.”

Section 12. Section 61-10-211, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-211. Fees on motortrucks, truck tractors, trailers, and semitrailers from other states. (1)
In lieu of other fees for the licensing of vehicles, there must be collected a fee for each motortruck and
truck tractor already licensed for the year in another jurisdiction and operated upon an itinerant basis in this
state. The fee provided in subsection {2) must be collected upon each entrance of the vehicle into the state
and must be based upon the number of miles to be traveled in the state and the registered gross vehicle

weight of the motertruck or truck tractor as shown in the application of the nonresident operator.

Q.e islative
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(2} The fee for each trip in Montana is:

0-200 miles 201-400 miles over 400 miles
Up to 46,000 Ibs. $10 $15 $20
46,001 through 80,000 Ibs. 20 30 40
Over 80,001 lbs. 30 50 45 65 86 80
Triple combination 46 60 80 80 80 100

{3) The fees do not apply to any trailer the principal use of which is as temporary or permanent
living quarters, ar to any vehicle of a carnival that is under contract with a state, county, or district fair
association.

{4) A fee must be collected for each nonresident, unlicensed or unregistered trailer or semitrailer
entering Montana. The fee for each trip in Montana is:

(a) $10 for each trip of 200 miles or less;

{(b) $15 for each trip of over 200 miles to 400 miles; and

(c) $20 for each trip of over 400 miles."

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Repealer. Section 15-70-308, MCA, is repealed.

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Effective date. [This act] is effective January 1, 1998,

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 29
INTRODUCED BY SWYSGQOD
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE MOTOR CARRIER LAWS;
ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A VEHICLE EXCEEDING A GROSS WEIGHT OF 80,000 POUNDS;
ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A CRANE; INCREASING THE WEIGHT FEES FOR VEHICLES
WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 80,000 POUNDS; INCREASING THE ALTERNATIVE GROSS WEIGHT FEES FOR
CERTAIN VEHICLES WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 78,001 POUNDS; INCREASING THE FEES ON CERTAIN
VEHICLES LICENSED IN OTHER STATES; ELIMINATING THE TEMPORARY CASH COMPLIANCE BOND FOR
SPECIAL FUEL USERS; AMENDING SECTIONS561-8-312,61-10-104, 61-10-107, 61-10-109, 61-10-124,
61-10-128, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-146, 61-10-207, S$1-10-203, AND 61-10-211, MCA;
REPEALING SECTION 15-70-308, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

THERE ARE NO CHANGES IN THIS BILL AND IT WILL NOT BE
REPRINTED. PLEASE REFER TO SECOND READING COPY
(YELLOW) FOR COMPLETE TEXT.

islative THIRD READING

ervices -1 -
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SENATE BILL NO. 29
INTRODUCED BY SWYSGOOD
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE MOTOR CARRIER LAWS;
ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A VEHICLE EXCEEDING A GROSS WEIGHT OF 80,000 POUNDS;
ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A CRANE; INCREASING THE WEIGHT FEES FOR VEHICLES
WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 80,000 POUNDS; INCREASING THE ALTERNATIVE GROSS WEIGHT FEES FOR
CERTAIN VEHICLES WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 78,001 POUNDS; INCREASING THE FEES ON CERTAIN
VEHICLES LICENSED INOTHER STATES; ELIMINATING THE TEMPORARY CASH COMPLIANCE BOND FOR
SPECIAL FUEL USERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-312,61-10-104,61-10-107,61-10-109, 61 -!0-1 24,
61-10-128, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-146, 61-10-201, 61-10-203, AND 61-10-211, MCA;
REPEALING SECTION 15-70-308, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

THERE ARE NO CHANGES IN THIS BILL AND IT WILL NOT BE
REPRINTED. PLEASE REFER TO SECOND READING COPY
(YELLOW) FOR COMPLETE TEXT.
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SENATE BILL NO. 29
INTRODUCED 8Y SWYSGOOQD
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPCRTATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE MOTOR CARRIER LAWS;
ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A VEHICLE EXCEEDING A GRQSS WEIGHT OF 80,000 POUNDS;
ELIMINATING THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR A CRANE; INCREASING THE WEIGHT FEES FOR VEHICLES
WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 80,000 POUNDS; INCREASING THE ALTERNATIVE GROSS WEIGHT FEES FOR
CERTAIN VEH!CLES WEIGHING IN EXCESS OF 78,001 POUNDS; INCREASING THE FEES ON CERTAIN
VEHRICLES LICENSED INOTHER STATES; ELIMINATING THE TEMPORARY CASH COMPLIANCE BOND FOR
SPECIAL FUEL USERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-312, 61-10-104, 61-10-107, 61-10-109, 61-10-124,
61-10-128, 61-10-144, 61-10-145, 61-10-148, 61-10-201, 61-10-203, AND 61-10-211,. MCA;
REPEALING SECTION 15-70-308, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MCNTANA:

Section 1. Section §1-8-312, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-8-312. Special speed limitations on trucks, truck tractors, motor-driven cycles, and vehicles
towing housetrailers. (1) A person may not operate a truck or truck tractor, the gross weight of which
exceeds 8,000 pounds, at a speed greater than 85 miles per an hour on those completed sections of
interstata and four-lane divided highways and 60 miles ge+ an hour on those complated sections of primary
and secondary highways. However, the truck nighttime speed limit may not exceed that of automobiles,
as stated in 61-8-303,

{2) A person may not operate a vehicle subject to a term permit under 61-10-12443Ma4(2]({d) or a
truck-trailer-trailer or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles subject to special permits
under 61-10-124{8H4) at a speed greater than 55 miles pes an hour,

(3} A person may not operata a motor-driven cycla at any time mantioned in 61-9-201 at a speed

- greater than 35 miles pe¢ an hour unless the motor-driven cycle is equipped with a headlamp or lamps that

are adequate to reveal a person or vehicie at a distance of 300 feet ahead.

(4) A person may not operate a vehicle that is towing a housaetrailer at a speed greater than a

- REFERENCE BILL
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maximurn of 50 miles pes an hour.”

Section 2. Sectian 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-104. Length -- dafinitions. {1) A single truck, bus, or any self-propetled vehicle, unladen
or with load, may not have an overall ‘ength, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess of 55 feet.

(2} (a) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination, the semitrailer. may not exceed 53
feet in length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a load, except as pr_ovided by 61-10-124.
When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer or a truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination, the
semitrailer and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 28 1/2 feet sach in iength, excluding those
portions not designed to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck tractor-semitrailer, truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combinations are not subject to a
combination length limit.

{b) A stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter may not exceed 75 feet in length plus a
maximum 3 feet of front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang, except as provided by 61-10-124.
"Stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter” means a truck tractor-semitrailer combination that has a
fifth wheel on a drop frame located behind and below the rear axle of the truck tractor and that is designed
and used for the transportation of vehicles or assembled boats or boat hulls.

{c) All other combinations of vehicles may not have a combination langth in excess of 75 feet,
except as provided by 61-10-124, If the com_binétion consists of more than two units, the rear units of the
combination must be aquipped with breakaway brakes.

{3) A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw
more than three motor vehicles attached to it by the triple saddle-mount method (that is, by mounting the
front wheels of one vehicle on the bed of anothet, leaving only the rear whesls of the vehicla i|:1 contact
with the roadway), nor may this combination have a combination length in excess af 75 feet.

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 pounds "manufacturers’ rated capacity” may
not tow more than one trailer ar semitrailar, nor may this combination have a length in excess of 65 feet.

{8) (a) The length of a vehicle combination consisting of a truck or truck-tractor and one pole
trailer or semitrailer hauling raw logs may not exceed 75 feet in overall tength. As used in this subsection
(5}{a), the term "length” means the totai langth of the vehicle combination beginning at the front of the
front bumper of the truck or truck-tractor and extending to the most distant end of the logs being hauled.

{ \L?islm 2.
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A term permit for an overlength vehicle combination, as provided in 61-10-124434(2), does not apply to the
vehicle combination described in this subsection (5}(a). A vehicle combination exceeding 75 feet must have
a trip permit.

{(b) The maximum overhang of any log may not exceed 15 feet, except by a special, single-trip
permit. Overhang is measured from the center of the rear-most axie to the most distant end of the logs
betng hauled.

{c) The provisions in subsections {5)(a) and (5)(b) do not apply t0 a vehicle combination hauling
utility poles.

{6) As used in this chapter, the following definitions apply:

{a) "Combination length” means the total length of a combination of vehicles, such as a truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination, measured from the front bumper of the motor vehicie to the back
bumpar or rear axtremity of the last trailer, including the connection tongues.

(b} "Combined trailer length” means the total length of a combination of trailers measured from the
front of the first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the connection tongues and loads.

{c) "Length", except as provided in subsection {5){a), means the total longitudinal dimension of a
single vehicle, a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of a trailer or semitrailer is measured from the front of
the cargo-carrying unit to its rear, exglusive of safety or anergy efficiency davices, air-conditioning units,
air compressors, flexible fender extensions, splash and spray suppressant devices, bolsters, mechanicai
fastening devices, and hydraulic lift gates.

(d) "Rocky Mountain double™ means a combination of vehicles that includes a truck tractor pulling

a long semitrailer and a shorter trailer.”

Section 3. Section 61-10-107, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-107. Maximum gross weight —when-permitrequired. (1) An axle may not carry a load
in excess of 20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 inches or less than 36 inches
apart may carry a load in excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total load transmitted to the road
by all wheels whaose centers are included between two parallel trangverse vertical planes 40 inches apart,
axtanding across the full width of the vehicle. For purposes of tvhis section, axlas 40 inches or less apart
arg considered to be a single axie. A vehicle or ;:ombination may not have more than nine axles. The
maximum gross weight aliowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or combination of vehicles must be determined

{L ;ﬂl‘aﬂn
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1 by the formuta;

2 W = 500{(LN/(N - 1)) + 12N + 36)

3 in which W equals gross weight, L equais wheel base in feet, and N eguais number of axles, except that
4 two consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds each if the overall distance
5 between the first and last axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or more.

6 (2} (a) Notwithstanding a vehicle’s confarmance with the requirements of subsection (1), except
7 for the steering axle, all axles weighing over 11,000 pounds must have at least four tires or have wide-base
8 tires. The maximum load on an axle, other than a steering axle, equipped with wide-base tires is limited to
9 500 pounds pef for sach inch of tire width, '
10 {b) The provisions of subsection (2)(a} da not apply to passenger buses.
11 {¢) For the purposes af this saction, wide-base tires are tires that are 14 or more inches in nominal

12 width, The maximum tire weight limit is computed for wide-base tires based on the number of inches
13 shown on the tire marking, or if the tire marking is shown by metric size, the tire weight limit is computed
14 by conversion of the metric size.

15
18
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25 t84{3) This section does nat apply to highways that are a part of the national system of interstate
26  and defense highways (as referred toin 23 U.S.C. 127) when application of this section would prevent this

27 state from receiving federal funds for highway purposes.”

28

29 Section 4. Section 81-10-10%, MCA, is amended to read:

30 "61-10-1089. Oporation without special permits prohibited. The operation of vehicles or
{ Legislative
N Services -4 - SB 2%
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combinations of venicles having dimensions or weights in excess of the maximum limits specified in
£1-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-108 is permitted oniy f authorized by special

permitiss.ed Lnder 81-10-121 through 61-10-125 by the department of transportation or its agents ofr The

kighway patrol.”

Section 5. Section 61-10-124, MCA,, is amended to read:

"61-10-124. Special permits -- fees —oranes, H—As—usediR—this—SEotoR—EraRe—REaRS—a

£23(1) Except as provided in subsections (3Hb} (2)(b), (3He} [2){d), and 8} (4), in addition to the

reguiar registration and gross vebicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a fee of $75 for
each term permit issuad for size ard-weight in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104
ahe—B1-10106—through-81+-10-110 must be paid for ali movemants under special permits on the public
highways under the jurisdiction of the department ot transportation.

+34{2} {a} Except as provided in subsactions {3Hb} (2}(b), 34} (2)(d), +84 (4], and 3 (8), term or
blanket permits may not be issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing
in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in excess
of 95 feet; or an overheight vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet; or
of a limit determined by the department. A vahicle, combination of vehiclas, load, or other thing in excess
of thesa dimensions is limited to trip permits. A Rocky Mountain double may not exceed 81 feet in
combined trailer length, and the iong semitrailer cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 48 feet in
length. A Rocky Mountain double is not subject to a combination length limit. Special permits for vehicle
combinations of more than two trailers or more than two units designed for or used to carry a load are not
permitted except as provided in subsections {8+ (4] and +8 (B). Special permits for vehicle combinations
may specify and special permits under subsactions {6} (4) and 4 (5) must specify highway routing and
otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of the vehicle or combination, including but not limited
to required equipment, speed, stability, operational procedures, and insurance.

(b} A term permit may be issued to a dealer in implémants of husbandry and seif-propelied
machinery for an overwidth or overlength vehicle refarred to in subsection f8al [(2)(a}. The fee for this
permit is $75. This permit expires on December 31 of each year, with no grace period.

oy
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Ic} With payment of the appropriate gross weight fees required by 61-10-201 and with payment
of the fee prescrited in subsectian &2+ (1), aliowable gross weight of a five-axle combination logging vehicie
15 80,000 pounds.

{d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of vehicles that exceeds 95 feetin length but
does not exceed 100 feet in combination length, except a truck-trailer-trailer or a truck
tractor-semitrailer-traiter-trailer combination, for travel only on highways that are part of the federal-aid
interstate system, as defined in 60-1-103, or on other highways within a 2-mile radius of an interchange
on the interstate system in order to obtain necessary services or to load or untoad at a terminal. When a
terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal ang the
interchange. The fee for this permit is $125.

{g) A term permit may bae issued for a truck tractor-semitrailer combination when the semitrailer
exceeds 53 feet in langth but does not exceed §7 feet in length.

#443) Except as provided in subsection 3Hb) (21(b), a permit may not be issued for a period of time
greater than the period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in this title, including grace periods
allowed by this title. Owners of vehiclas licensed in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the
departmant of transportation, purchase permits to expire with their registration. A license required by the

state governs the issuance of a special permit.

#61{4) The department may issue special permits to the operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer

or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles under the following conditions:
(a) the combination may be operated anly on highways that are part of the federal-aid interstate

systemn, as defined in 60-1-103, and within a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate system on

other highways only in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a terminal. When a

terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal and the

interchanga.
{b) acombination aof vehicles powséred by a cab-over (tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not

iy | 6
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exceed overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

{cl a combination of vehicies powered by a conventional truck-tractor may not exceed overall
length of 110 feet, :nclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

{d) an ndividual cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102
inches in width;

{e) gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on the truck or truck tr'actor for the declared
registered gross weight of the special vehicie combination, but not to exceed the formuia in 61-10-107;

{fl the combination must have a—testrieted—rtoute—permit—under613010H3)-and a special
overlength permit issued at a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit;

{g) travel of the combination may be restricted to specific routes, hours of operation, specific days,
or seasonal periods; and

{h} the department may enforce any other restrictions determined by tha department to be
necessary. The permit is not transferable, and the fea for the permit is $200.

+H{5) The department of transpocrtation may issue special permits under subsection {84 (4) for
vahicle combinations that consist of a truck-trailer-trailer if:

(a} the vehicle combination’s overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, is nat more than .
95 feet; and

(b} tha persan, firﬁ, ar corporation applying for the permit:

(i) restricts truck-trailer-trailer operations authaorized by the permit to the hauling of talc ore,
chiorite, delomite, limestone, and custom combine aquipment;

(i) operated the truck-trailer-trailer combination bafcre July 1, 1987;

{iii} rastricts tha truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the spacified routes that

those vehicles used before July 1, 1987; and

(ivl provides the department of transportation with an affidavit confirming the routes used before

July 1, 1987, for truck-trailer-trailer operations.”

Section 6. Section 61-10-128, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-128. When authorities may restrict right to use roadway. {1} A local authority may not
alter the limitations pravided in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 6§1-10-106 through 61-10-110 or

substitute other limitations or requirements, except as provided in this section.

. Legisiative
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{2} The department of transportation by order, or a local road authority by ordinance or resolution,
may prohibit the operation of or impese restrictions on the weight and speed of a vehicle traveling on a
oublic highway under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is responsible for maintenance whenever
the highway will be seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain, snow, or other climatic
conditions, unless the use of vehicles on the highway is prohibited or the permissible vehicle weights and
speed are reduced. The department of transportation or the authority that enacts the ordinance or resolution
shall eract signs designating the department’s order or the authority’s ordinance or resolution at each end
of that portion of the highway affected, and the order, ordinance, or resolution is not effective untl the
signs ara erected. The department of transportation or the authority by ordinance or resoiution may prohibit
the operation of trucks or other commercial vehicles or imposa limitations on their weight on designated
highways, subject to the provisions of subsection {3}. These prohibitions and limitations must be designated
by appropriate signs glaced on the highways.

(3) Neither the department of transportation nor a local authority may prohibit the operation of or
impose a restriction on the weight of a vehicle loaded with perishable seed patatoes that is traveling on a
public highway if:

{a} the vehicie is being operatad within its legal licensed gross vehicie weight;

teilh) the driver possesses a federal-state inspection certificate issued for the load; AND

(C) THE VEHIGLE TAKES THE MOST DIRECT ROUTE FROM THE POINT OF LOADING TO THE

NEAREST NONRESTRICTED ROAD.
{M—A-wm-wm - é ot

Section 7. Section 61-10-144, MCA, is amended ta read:

"61-10-144, Violation of ltandafds -- tolerance. (1) It is a misdemeanor for a person, firm, or
corporation to violate any provision of 81-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110.

(2) Howaever, the operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles may move aver the highways
to the first open state scale, parmanent or portable, without incurring the excess waight penaities set forth
in 61-10-145 if tha total gross weight of tha vehicie or combination of vehicles does not excesed allowable

total gross weight limitations by more than 7% and if the waight carried by any axls or combination of
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axles does not exceed the allowabie axle weight limitations by more than 7%. +—the-event—that If the
vehicle or combination of vehicles is not in excess of the allowabie totai gross or axle weight limitations
by more than 7%, the department may issue a single trip permit for the fee of $10, allowing the vehicle
or combpination of venicles 10 move over the highways to the first facility where its load can be safely
adjusted or to its destination. Violations of total gross or axlé weight limitations in excess of 7% are subject
to the fines provided in 61-10-145, and all loads in excess of 7% of the total gross or axle weight
limitations:

{a) may be required to be adjusted or reduced to conform to the size and weight limitations before

the vehicle or combination of vehicles is moved from the point of weighing; or

{b) may be issued a permit as authorized by 61-10-141,

Farm vehicles transporting agricultural products from a harvesting combine or other harvesting machinery
may move over a highway, axcept any highway that is part of the federal-aid interstate system, within a
50-mile radius of the harvested field to the point of first unloading without incurring the excess weight
penalties set forth in 61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the farm vehicle or combination of vehicles does
not exceed allowable weight limitations by more than 20% per for each axle, but the maximum load pe+
for each inch of tire width may not exceed 670 pounds. The farm vehicle or combination of vehicles may
not exceed 40 miles an hour. A single trip permit, as required in subsaction (2}, is not applicable to the farm
vehicle or combination of vehicles. When a farm vehicle or combination of vehicles violates any of the
provisions of this subsection, the fina or penaity imposed applies to that portion of the load above the legal

limit.”

Section B, Section 61-10-145, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-145. Penalties. (1) A person, firm, or corporation convicted of violating 61-10-101 through
61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 shall be punished by a fine of not less than $30 or more than
$100. A person, firm, or corporation convicted of operating a motor véhicle upon the public highways of
this state with weight upon a wheel, axle, or group of axles greater than the maximum permitted by
61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-108 through 61-10-110 shall be fined, in addition to other
penaities provided by law for the offense, the following amounts:

{a) $30 for any excess weight up to and including 2,000 pounds;

{Legislative
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(b} $75 for any excess weight more than 2,000 pounds and less than 4,001 pounds;

ic) $126 for any excess weight more than 4,000 pounds and less than 6,001 pounds;

td} $175 for any excess weight more than 6,000 pounds and !ess than 8,001 pounds;

te) $250 for any excess weight mare than 8,000 pounds and less than 10,001 pounds;

{f)} 8275 for any excess weignt more than 10,000 pounds and less than 12,001 pounds;

(g) $300 for any excess weight more than 12,000 pounds and less than 14,001 pounds;

(h) $400 for any excess weight morte than 14,000 pounds and less than 16,001 pounds;

(i) $500 for any excess weight mora than 16,000 pounds and less than 18,001 pounds;

{j) 3600 for any excess weight more than 18,000 pounds and less than 20,001 pounds;

{k} $1,000 for any excess weight more than 20,000 pounds and less than 25,001 pounds;

{I) $2,000 for any excess weight more than 25,000 pounds.

{2) I a mator vehicle is equipped with a retractable axle that is not fully extended and carrying its
proporticnate share of the load while the motor vehicle is operated upon the highways of this state, the
weight penalties in subsection (1) apply to all weight over the legal maximum allowed by the fixed axles
regardless of whether the axie is extended at the time of weighing. in addition to the penalties in subsection
{1}, the owner or operator shall be fined $100 foi failure to have the retractable axie fully extended while
the gross weight of the vehicle éxceeds the legdl maximum allowed by the fixed axies.

(3) A corhplaint filed and a summons or notice to appear issued pertaining to a violation of the
gross weight regutations in 61-10-101 through 81-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 must specify
the amount of the excess weight that the defendant is alleged to have had upon the vehicle or combination

of vehicles.

{5}(4] Itis a misdemeanar, punishable as provided in 48-18-212, for a person, firm, or corporation

to violate any of tha provisions of 61-10-123, 61-10-141, or 61-10-142."
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Saection 9. Section 61-10-146, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-10-146. Special permits -- misrepresentations and violations as misdemeanor. (1) A person
who knowingly and wilifully misrepresents the size or weight of a vehicle, combination ot vehicles, load,
object, or other thing in obtaining a special permit or who does not fallow the requirements and conditions
of the special permit or who operates a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or ather thing the
size or weight of which requires a special permit without first cbtaining a special permit is guilty of a
misdemeanor.

{2) A person, firm, or corporation convicted of.

{a} operating a vehicle or combination of vehicles with weight upon a wheei, axle, or group of axies
greater than the maximum authorized by a special permit or of operating without a special permit a vehicle
or combination of vehicles the weight of which requires a special p‘ermit shall, in addition to the other
penaities provided by law for the offense, ba punished by a fing in the amount provided in 61-10-145(1};
or

(b} violating any provision of 61-10-1248}{4) or any rastriction on the special permits issued by
the department under 61-10-124484{4) shall be punished by a fine of not less than $500 ar more than
$1,000, and all special permits issued for the operation of the combination in violation sha¥ must be
confiscatad. The combination must be separated into combinations of legal length before the units may

proceed.”

Section 10. Section 61-10-201, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-201. Woiqht fees on motortrucks, truck tractors, and buses. In addition to other fees far
the licensing af vehicles and except as pravided in 61-10-203, there must be paid and collected annually
for aach truck, truck tractor, and bus, based upon the manufacturer’s rated capacity for trucks with a
capacity of 1 ton or lass and upon the maximum gross loaded weight and the maximum gross weight of
any towed unit of each truck and truck tractor as set by the licenses in the licensee’s application, the

following fees:

Schedule |
Manufacturer’s rated capacity up to 1/2 ton . , .‘ ................................ $. 7.00
Manufacturer’s rated capacityof 3/4ton . . . .. .. ... ... o, v e 12.50
Manufacturer's rated capacity of 1 ton . . . . .. ... . L e 17.50
(Legislative
ervices -11 - ; SB 29

Djvision



55th Legistature $BQ029.02

C @ @ ~N DO B W N o

RN N RN NN NN = A A e S e e s
gwmummasmm—hommwmm&mm-a

U 10 16,000 105 . oottt et e 21.00
16,001 through 18,000 1bs . . . . .. L e e 28.00
18,001 through 20,000 1bs . . . . . L. . 37.50
20,001 through 22,000 1D « . . . oottt e 47.00
22,001 through 24,000 1BS . . .. oottt e e e e 70.00
24,001 through 26,000 168 . . ..o oo, P 90.00
26,001 through 28,000 1DS .+ o\ oo vttt e e 110.00
28,001 through 30,0001DS ... .. ..., .. R 130.00
30,001 through 32,000 158 . . ..o\ttt e 150.00
32,001 through 34,000 1B8 . . .. .ot i e 170.00
34,001 through 36,000 1DS . . . . o v vttt et e 190.00
36,001 through 38,000 IbS . . . . .. it i e e e 215.00
38,001 through 40,000 DS . . . ..ottt et e 235.00
40,001 through 42,000 158 . . .o v vt et e e e 255.00
42,001 through 44,000 1BS . . . . ...\ttt et e 275.00
44,001 through 46,000 168 . . . ..o oo oo B 300.00
46,001 through 48,00011b8 . . ... . .t e 320.00
48,001 through 50,0001bS . .. ..o vt in ettt e e e 340.00
50,001 through 52,000 IB8 . . . .. oottt it e e 360.00
52,001 through 54,0001bs . ......... T o 380.00
54,001 through 56,000 /bs ......... e 400.00
56,001 through BB,000 B8 « . v oo o v v e e e e e e 420.00
58,001 through 80,0001D8 . . . .. ..ottt 440.00

60,001 through B2,00018 oot 460.00

62,001 through 84,000 18 .. ... 0.t oottt e e 482.50

64,001 through 86,000 1DS . . . . .. .. .o ittt 502.50

66,001 through 68,000 168 ... ...........\'.. .. e 522.50

68,001 through 70,000 1bs .. ........ P 545.75

70,001 through 72,0001B8 . . . . .. .ottt 568.50

72,001 through 74,0001D8 . . . . . .. ..ot 607.50
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74,001 through 78,000 1bS . . . .. o e 655.00
76,001 through 78,0001bs ... .. .. e 695.00
78,001 thraugh 80,000 1bS . . . . . 750.00
Over 80,000 Ibs. and within the weight limits
specified in §1-10-101 through 61-10-104
and B1-1C-106 through 61-10-110 . . . . .. .. .. . e e ... 75Q.00

plus an additional 46.00

for each ton or fraction of a ton
in excess of 80,000 ibs,

-plus an additional $100.00

to_excead the BO 000 Ibs.

federal gross weight limit."

Section 11. Section 61-10-203, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-10-203. Alternative gross weight fees on motortrucks and truck tractors with special trailer
combinations. {1) In addition to other fees for the licansing of vehicles, there must be paid and collected
annually for sach motortruck or truck tractor operating under the provisions of 61-10-124483(4} and +# (5),
based upon the maximum combined gross loaded waeight of a truck tracter or a motortruck and trailers, as
sat by the licensaee in the application, the following fees:

Schedule Il

Truck tractor or a motortruck and trailers:

UP 10 42,000 108 « v o v v v e ettt e e e et e e $ 571.00
82,0071 10 48,000 108 .+« o v v et e e 631.00
84,007 10 48,000 188 .« .\ v ettt 691.00
46,001 10 88,000 1D8 . v v vttt e e 752.00
48,001 10 50,000 ID8 - . o v ettt e e 812.00
50,001 10 52,000 183« -« e v vttt et e e e 871.00
52,001 t0 54,000 108 . . vttt e e 931.00
54,001 10 56,000 108+« + « « « v e et 992.00
56,001 10 58,000 168 « + « + « + v s v oot 1,062.00

ﬁL?L!lm‘w
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BB, 001 10 60,000 1BS . v o v v it e e 1.112.00
BO,001 ta B2,000 B8 o v ot e e e e 1,172.00
62,001 10 64,000 IBS . . o o o e e 1,233.00
64,001 10 68,000 IBS . . . . . e 1,293.00
66,001 to BB,000 IbS . . . . . . e 1,352.00
68,001 1t0 70,000 DS . . . oo vt 1,412.00
70,001 t0 72,000 1bS . .. .« 1,473.00
72,001 10 74,000 IbS . .. ... 1.533.00
7400110 76,000 108 . . . .. e e 1,693.00
76,001 1t0 78,000 B8 . . ... e e 1,653.00
78,001 and-over 10 80,000 1bs. ... ... e e 66-80 1,718.50

per-ton-orfraetion-thereet

Qver 80,000 lbs. and within the weight limits
specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and
81-10-106 through B1-10-110 . . . . . .. . 0 i i i e i e st e e 1,718.50

plus an additional $65.50

for each ton or fraction of a ton

in excess of 80,000 Ibs.
plus an additionai $100.00

to exceed the 80,000 |bs.

fedgrgl gross weight fimit.

(2} The trailers or samitrailers must be currently registered in another country, state, or county.”

Section 12. Section 61-10-211, MCA, is amendad.to read:

"61-10-211. Fees on motnrtfucks, truck tractors, trailers, and semitrailers from other states. (1}
In lieu of other fees for the licensing of vehicles, there must be collected a fee for each motortruck and
truck tractor aiready licansed for the year in another.jurisdiction and operated upon an itinerant basis in this
state. The fee provided in subsection (2} must be collected upon each entrance of the vehicle into the state
and must be based upon the number of miles to be travelad in the state and the registered gross vehicie

weight of the matortruck or truck tractor ag shown in the application of the nenresident operator.

¥ ative '
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[2) The fee for each trip in Montana is:

0-200 miles 201-300 miles over 400 miles
Up to 46,000 Ibs. %10 315 $20
46,001 through 80,000 Ibs. 20 30 40
Over 80,001 Ibs. - 36 50 45 65 60 80
Triple combination 43 60 68 B0 88 100

(3} The fees do not apply to any trailer the principal use of which is as temporary or permanent
living quarters, or to any vehicle of a carnival that is under contract with a state, county, or district farr
association.

(4) A fee must be collected for each nonresident, unlicensed or unregistered trailer or semitrailer
entering Montana. The fee for each trip in Montana is:

{a} $10 for each trip of 200 miles or less;

{b) $15 for each trip of over 200 miles to 400 miles; and

{c} §20 for each trip of over 400 miles.”

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Repealer, Section 15-70-308, MCA, is repealed.

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Effective date. [This act] is effective January 1, 1998.

-END-
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