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SENATE BILL NO. 25 

INTRODUCED BY JERGESON 

SB0025.01 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE TERM OF OFFICE FOR CERTAIN APPOINTEES 

5 TO FILL VACANT ELECTED POSITIONS; AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2206, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

6 IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

lO Section 1. Section 7-4-2206, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "7-4-2206. Vacancies. (1) For the purposes of this part, "vacancy" has the same meaning as 

12 prescribed in 2-16-501. 

13 (21 Vacancies in all county offices, except that of county commissioner, ~ must be filled by 

14 appointment by the board of county commissioners. Except as provided in subsections (3) through (5) f&f 

15 the justiee ef H'te peaee, the appointee shall hold R+S the office, if elective, until the person elected at the 

16 next general election qualifies for and assumes the office. uAlese etherwise pre•,ielsel iA subsestieA (a) er 

17 (11, aAel if If the office is not elective, the appointee serves at the pleasure of the commissioners. 

18 (31 Whenever a vacancy occurs 75 days or more before the general election held during the second 

19 year of the term, an individual ~ must be elected to complete the term at that general election. The 

20 election procedure to be used to elect the successor is as follows: 

21 (a) Whenever the vacancy occurs 75 days or more before the primary election during the second 

22 year of the term, the same procedure~ must be utilii!eel used as is used to elect a person to that office 

23 for a full 4-year term. 

24 (b) Whenever the vacancy occurs after the 75th day preeeeliA!! before the primary election, any 

25 political party desiring to enter a candidate in the general election shall select a candidate as provided in 

26 13-38-204. A political party shall notify the clerk and recorder of the party nominee. A person desiring 

27 to be a candidate as an independent shall follow the procedures provided in 13-10-501 and 13-10-502. 

28 The petition for an independent candidate ~ must be filed with the clerk and recorder on or before the 

29 75th day prier te before the general election. A candidate for a nonpartisan office shall file as provided in 

30 Title 13, chapter 14. 
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(4) Whenever a vacancy occurs after the 75th day pFOeeeing before the general election held during 

2 the second year of the term, the person appointed by the commissioners under 7 4 22Qe(21 subsection (2) 

3 shall serve until the end of the term. 

4 (5) Vacancies occurring in the office of justice of the peace &Re# must be filled as provided in Title 

5 3, chapter 10, part 2." 

6 

7 

8 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-ENO-
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SENATE BILL NO. 25 

INTRODUCED BY JERGESON 

SB0025.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE TERM OF OFFICE FOR CERTAIN APPOINTEES 

5 TO FILL VACANT ELECTED POSITIONS; AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2206, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

6 IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

1 0 Section 1 . Section 7-4-2206, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "7-4-2206. Vacancies. ( 1) For the purposes of this part, "vacancy" has the same meaning as 

12 prescribed in 2-16-501. 

13 (2) Vacancies in all county offices, except that of county commissioner, SRal+ must be filled by 

14 appointment by the board of county commissioners. Except as provided in subsections 13) through (5) .f0f 

15 ti'le justiee ef tl=le Jleaae, the appointee shall hold A-is the office, if elective, until the person elected at the 

16 next general election aualifies fer and assurnes tl=le offiee IS CERTIFIED PURSUANT TO 13- 15-406. u-nless 

17 otl=lerwise JlFS'w'ided in sul9soetien (:3) er I 4 l, and if If the office is not elective, the appointee serves at the 

18 pleasure of the commissioners. 

19 (3) Whenever a vacancy occurs 75 days or more before the general election held during the second 

20 year of the term, an individual SRal+ must be elected to complete the term at that general election. The 

21 election procedure to be used to elect the successor is as follows: 

22 (a) Whenever the vacancy occurs 75 days or more before the primary election during the second 

23 year of the term, the same procedure SRal+ must be utilized used as is used to elect a person to that office 

24 for a full 4-year term. 

25 (b) Whenever the vacancy occurs after the 75th day JlFeeedina before the primary election, any 

26 potitical party desiring to enter a candidate in the general election shall select a candidate as provided in 

27 13-38-204. A political party shall notify the clerk and recorder of the party nominee. A person desiring 

28 to be a candidate as an independent shall follow the procedures provided in 13-10-501 and 13-10-502. 

29 The petition for an independent candidate SRal+ must be filed with the clerk and recorder on or before the 

30 75th day JlFier te before the general election. A candidate for a nonpartisan office shall file as provided in 
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Title 13, chapter 14. 

2 (4) Whenever a vacancy occurs after the 75th day fi!F80oding before the general election held during 

3 the second year of the term, the person appointed by the commissioners under 7 4 22Oe(2) subsection (2) 

4 shall serve until the end of tho term. 

5 (5) Vacancies occurring in the office of justice of the peace~ must be filled as provided in Title 

6 3, chapter 10, part 2." 

7 

8 

9 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. (This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 25 

INTRODUCED BY JERGESON 

SB0025.02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE TERM OF OFFICE FOR CERTAIN APPOINTEES 

5 TO FILL VACANT ELECTED POSITIONS; AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2206, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

6 IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

10 Section 1. Section 7-4-2206, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "7-4-2206. Vacancies. (1) For the purposes of this part, "vacancy" has the same meaning as 

12 prescribed in 2-16-501. 

13 (2) Vacancies in all county offices, except that of county commissioner, sl=la!I must be filled by 

14 appointment by the board of county commissioners. Except as provided in subsections (3) through (5) ~ 

15 the jl:lstieo of tho 13oaee, the appointee shall hold !:Ii& the office, if elective, until the person elected at the 

16 next general election atialifios fer anll asGl:lA1es the effiee IS CERTIFIED PURSUANT TO 13-15-406. !ffiiess 

17 etherwise 13re¥illell in 51:lB&eotion (31 er 111. anll if If the office is not elective, the appointee serves at the 

1 8 · pleasure of the commissioners. 

19 13) Whenever a vacancy occurs 75 days or more before the general election held during the second 

20 year of the term, an individual 6RaU must be elected to complete the term at that general election. The 

21 election procedure to be used to elect the successor is as follows: 

22 (al Whenever the vacancy occurs 75 days or more before the primary election during the second 

23 year of the term, the same procedure &R6" must be l:ltili;!e!l used as is used to elect a person to that office 

24 for a full 4-year term. 

25 (b) Whenever the vacancy occurs after the 75th day 13reeolling before the primary election, any 

26 political party desiring to enter a candidate in the general election shall select a candidate as provided in 

27 13-38-204. A political party shall notify the clerk and recorder of the party nominee. A person desiring 

28 to be a candidate as an independent shall follow the procedures provided in 13-10-501 and 13-10-502. 

29 The petition for an independent candidate sl:laH must be filed with tho clerk and recorder on or before the 

30 75th day 13rier te before the general election. A candidate for a nonpartisan office shall file as provided in 
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1 Title 13, chapter 14. 

2 (4) Whenever a vacancy occurs after the 75th day 13FeeeEliRg before the general election held during 

3 the second year of the term, the person appointed by the commissioners under 7 4 2206(21 subsection 12) 

4 shall serve until the end of the term. 

5 (51 Vacancies occurring in the office of justice of the peace S-RaH must be filled as provided in Title 

6 3, chapter 10, part 2." 

7 

8 

9 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 25 

INTRODUCED BY JERGESON 

SB0025.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE TERM OF OFFICE FOR CERTAIN APPOINTEES 

5 TO FILL VACANT ELECTED POSITIONS; AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2206, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

6 IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

1 O Section 1. Section 7-4-2206, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "7-4-2206. Vacancies. ( 1) For the purposes. of this part, "vacancy" has tha same meaning as 

12 prescribed in 2-16·501. 

13 (21 Vacancies in all county offices, except that of county commissioner, ~ must be filled by 

14 appointment by the board of county commissioners. Except as provided in subsections (3) through (5) ~ 

1 5 tRe j1:1etiee ef tl:le 11eaee, the appointee shall hold Ai& Ill§ office, if elective, until the person elected at the 

16 next general election a1:1alifiea fer aRe aee1:1A'!ee tRe eOiee IS CERTIFIED PURSUANT TO 13-15-406. l:Hlle&& 

17 etl:leP,viee 11re¥ieee iR e1:1baeetieR ,ai er ,41, aRe if If the office is not elective, the appointee serves at the 

1 8 · pleasure of the commissioners. 

19 (3) Whenever a vacancy occurs 75 days or more before the general election held during the second 

20 year of the term, an individual ~ must be elected to complete the term at that general election. The 

21 election procedure to be used to elect the successor is as follows: 

22 (a) Whenever the vacancy occurs 75 days or more before the primary election during the second 

23 year of the term, the same procedure~ !!!.la! be 1:1tilii!Be used as is used to elect a person to that office 

24 for a full 4-year term. 

25 lbl Whenever the vacancy occurs after the 75th day 11,aeeeiRII JatQ!! the primary election, any 

26 political party desiring to enter a candidate in the general election shall select a candidate as provided in 

27 1 3-38-204. A political party shall notify the clerk and recorder of the party nominee. A person desiring 

28 to be a candidate as an independent shall follow the procedures provided in 13-10-501 and 13-10-502. 

29 The petition for an independent candidate~ !!lY§! be filed with the clerk and recorder on or before the 

30 75th day J!Fier te before the general election. A candidate for a nonpartisan office shall file as provided in 
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Title 13, chapter 14. 

2 (4) Whenever a vacancy occurs after the 75th day 11reaaaiR9 l2!f.Q!! the general election held during 

3 the second year of the term, the person appointed by the commissioners under 7 4 32Qfi{2l subsectionQl 

4 shall serve until the end of the term. 

5 (5) Vacancies occurring in the office of justice of the peace~ must be filled as provided in Title 

6 3, chapter 10, part 2." 

7 

8 

9 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. (This act) is effective on passage and approva 1
• 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 25 

INTRODUCED BY JERGESON 

SB0025.02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE TERM OF OFFICE FOR CERTAIN APPOINTEES 

5 TO FILL VACANT ELECTED POSITIONS; AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2206, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

6 IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

1 O Section 1. Section 7-4-2206, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "7-4-2206. Vacancies. (1) For the purposes of this part, "vacancy" has the same meaning as 

12 prescribed in 2-16-501. 

13 (2) Vacancies in all county offices, except that of county commissioner, ~ must be filled by 

14 appointment by the board of county commissioners. Except as provided in subsections (3) through (51 ~ 

15 tl=le j1:1otiee ef tl=le iieaee, the appointee shall hold M the office, if elective, until the person elected at the 

16 next general election a1:1elifiee fer aRd a&&1:1FRes tl=le effiee IS CERTIFIED PURSUANT TO 13-15-406. IHlle&s 

17 etl=lorwioe ,:ire¥ided iR e1:1beeetieR 1a1 er 14), aRd if If the office is not elective, the appointee serves at the 

18 · pleasure of the commissioners. 

19 (3) Whenever a vacancy occurs 75 days or more before the general election held during the second 

20 year of the term, an individual~ must be elected to complete the term at that general election. The 

21 election procedure to be used to elect the successor is as follows: 

22 la) Whenever the vacancy occurs 75 days or more before the primary election during the second 

23 year of the term, the same procedure~ must be~ used as is used to elect a person to that office 

24 for a full 4-year term. 

25 (bl Whenever the vacancy occurs after the 75th day JIFeeediRg before the primary election, any 

26 political party desiring to enter a candidate in the general election shall select a candidate as provided in 

27 13-38-204. A political party shall notify the clerk and recorder of the party nominee. A person desiring 

28 to be a candidate as an independent shall follow the procedures provided in 13-10-501 and 13-10-502. 

29 The petition for an independent candidate~ !!!Yll be filed with the clerk and recorder on or before the 

30 75th day J!Fier te before the general election. A candidate for a nonpartisan office shall file as provided in 
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Title 1 3, chapter 1 4. 

2 14) Whenever a vacancy occurs after the 75th day i:,FoeeEliA!I before the general election held during 

3 the second year of the term, the person appointed by the commissioners under 7 4 2208121 subsection {2) 

4 shall serve until the end of the term. 

5 15) Vacancies occurring in the office of justice of the peace~ !!l!il! be filled as provided in Title 

6 3, chapter 10, part 2. • 

7 

8 

9 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. (This act) is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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