
55th Legislature LC1403.01 

7 URGING HIM TO REMAIN FIRM IN HIS DEMAND THAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES DIRECT 

8 THE UNITED STATES SECRETARIES OF AGRICULTURE AND THE INTERIOR TO RESOLVE THEIR 

9 DIFFERENCES OVER BISON MANAGEMENT IN A WAY THAT WILL NOT EXPOSE MONTANA CITIZENS 

10 OR THE AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY TO HARM. 

1 1 

12 WHEREAS, agriculture is Montana's largest industry, and beef livestock is Montana's largest cash 

1 3 crop; and 

14 WHEREAS, bison in Yellowstone National Park are the responsibility of the federal government; and 

15 WHEREAS, brucellosis is a disease that causes undulant fever in humans and that causes cattle to 

16 abort; and 

17 WHEREAS, the federal government has stated that brucellosis can be transmitted from bison to 

18 cattle; and 

19 WHEREAS, the Montana livestock industry has spent $30 million to eradicate brucellosis in Montana 

20 and to obtain a brucellosis-free status and, after a 40-year industry battle to eradicate brucellosis 

21 nationwide, the Legislature is alarmed that the federal government has abdicated its responsibility to combat 

22 the disease in a herd owned by the people of the United States; and 

23 WHEREAS, the federal government has stated that if infected bison enter the state, Montana stands 

24 to lose its brucellosis-free status; and 

25 WHEREAS, the federal government is exposing the citizens of Montana and their livestock to 

26 brucellosis infection by its failure to adequately manage diseased bison In Yellowstone National Park; and 

27 WHEREAS, the only proposals presented to the Governor by the federal agencies have been 

28 inadequate to resolve the problem, and the Legislature has grave doubts about the intent, purpose, and 

29 implications of previously prepared federal proposals. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

2 STATE OF MONTANA: 

3 That the federal government be actively responsible for bison management within the boundaries 

4 of Yellowstone National Park and that whatever management program the federal government adopts does 

5 not expose the citizens of Montana or their livestock to brucellosis infection. 

6 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislature supports the Governor's efforts to address the 

7 problem and urges the Governor not to relent in his demand that the President of the United States require 

8 a federal solution to protect America's bison in a responsible manner that will not harm the health or 

9 property of the citizens of Montana. 

10 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

11 President of the United States, the United States Secretary of Agriculture, the United States Secretary of 

12 the Interior, and the members of Montana's Congressional delegation. 

13 -END-
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MONTANA SUPPORTING THE GOVERNOR FOR HIS STANCE ON FEDERAL BISON MANAGEMENT AND 

7 URGING HIM TO REMAIN FIRM IN HIS DEMAND THAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES DIRECT 

8 THE UNITED STATES SECRETARIES OF AGRICULTURE AND THE INTERIOR TO RESOLVE THEIR 

9 DIFFERENCES OVER BISON MANAGEMENT IN A WAY THAT WILL NOT EXPOSE MONTANA CITIZENS 

10 OR THE AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY TO HARM. 

1 1 

12 WHEREAS, agriculture is Montana's largest industry, and beef livestock is Montana's largest cash 

13 crop; and 

14 WHEREAS, bison in Yellowstone National Park are the responsibility of the federal government; and 

15 WHEREAS, brucellosis is a disease that causes undulant fever in humans and that causes cattle to 

16 abort; and 

17 WHEREAS, the federal government has stated that brucellosis can be transmitted from bison to 

18 cattle; and 

19 WHEREAS, the Montana livestock industry has spent $30 million to eradicate brucellosis in Montana 

20 and to obtain a brucellosis-free status and, after a 40-year industry battle to eradicate brucellosis 

21 nationwide, the Legislature is alarmed that the federal government has abdicated its responsibility to combat 

22 the disease in a herd owned by the people of the United States; and 

23 WHEREAS, the federal government has stated that if infected bison enter the state, Montana stands 

24 to lose its brucellosis-free status; and 

25 WHEREAS, the federal government is exposing the citizens of Montana and their livestock to 

26 brucellosis infection by its failure to adequately manage diseased bison in Yellowstone National Park; and 

27 WHEREAS, the only proposals presented to the Governor by the federal agencies have been 

28 inadequate to resolve the problem, and the Legislature has grave doubts about the intent, purpose, and 

29 implications of previously prepared federal proposals. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

2 STATE OF MONTANA: 

3 That the federal government be actively responsible tor bison management within the boundaries 

4 of Yellowstone National Park and that whatever management program the federal government adopts does 

5 not expose the citizens of Montana or their livestock to brucellosis infection. 

6 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislature supports the Governor's efforts to address the 

7 problem and urges the Governor not to relent in his demand that the President of the United States require 

8 a federal solution to protect America's bison in a responsible manner that will not harm the health or 

9 property of the citizens of Montana. 

1 O BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

11 President of the United States, the United States Secretary of Agriculture, the United States Secretary of 

12 the Interior, and the members of Montana's Congressional delegation. 

1 3 -END-
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7 URGING HIM TO REMAIN FIRM IN HIS DEMAND THAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES DIRECT 

8 THE UNITED STATES SECRETARIES OF AGRICULTURE AND THE INTERIOR TO RESOLVE THEIR 

9 DIFFERENCES OVER BISON MANAGEMENT IN A WAY THAT WILL NOT EXPOSE MONTANA CITIZENS 

10 OR THE AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY TO HARM. 

11 

12 WHEREAS, agriculture is Montana's largest industry, and beef livestock is Montana's larges.t cash 

13 crop; and 

14 WHEREAS, bison in Yellowstone National Park are the responsibility of the federal government; and 

15 WHEREAS, brucellosis is a disease that causes undulant fever in humans and that causes cattle to 

16 abort; and 

17 WHEREAS, the federal government has stated that brucellosis can be transmitted from bison to 

18 cattle; and 

19 WHEREAS, the Montana livestock industry has spent $30 million to eradicate brucellosis in Montana 

20 and to obtain a brucellosis-free status and, after a 40-year industry battle to eradicate brucellosis 

21 nationwide, the Legislature is alarmed that the federal government has abdicated its responsibility to combat 

22 the disease in a herd owned by the people of the United States; and 

23 WHEREAS, the federal government has stated that if infected bison enter the state, Montana stands 

24 to lose its brucellosis-free status; and 

25 WHEREAS, the federal government is exposing the citizens of Montana and their livestock to 

26 brucellosis infection by its failure to adequately manage diseased bison in Yellowstone National Park; and 

27 WHEREAS, the only proposals presented to the Governor by the federal agencies have been 

28 inadequate to resolve the problem, and the Legislature has grave doubts about the intent, purpose, and 

29 implications of previously prepared federal proposals. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

2 ST A TE OF MONT ANA: 

3 That the federal government be actively responsible for bison management within the boundaries 

4 of Yellowstone National Park and that whatever management program the federal government adopts does 

5 not expose the citizens of Montana or their livestock to brucellosis infection. 

6 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislature supports the Governor's efforts to address the 

7 problem and urges the Governor not to relent in his demand that the President of the United States require 

8 a federal solution to protect America's bison in a responsible manner that will not harm the health or 

9 property of the citizens of Montana. 

10 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

11 President of the United States, the United States Secretary of Agriculture, the United States Secretary of 

12 the Interior, and the members of Montana's Congressional delegation. 

13 -END-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27 

2 INTRODUCED BY ANDERSON, GROSFIELD, TASH, GRINDE, SLITER, AHNER, OHS, COLE, L. TAYLOR, 

3 KNOX, BARNETT, HAYNE, MASOLO, MESAROS, HARGROVE, SWYSGOOD, BECK, JENKINS, NELSON 

4 HARP, STANG, M. HANSON, ROSE 

5 BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK, AND IRRIGATION 

6 

7 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

8 MONTANA SUPPORTING THE GOVERNOR FOR HIS STANCE ON FEDERAL BISON MANAGEMENT AND 

9 URGING HIM TO REMAIN FIRM IN HIS DEMAND THAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES DIRECT 

10 THE UNITED STATES SECRETARIES OF AGRICULTURE AND THE INTERIOR TO RESOLVE THEIR 

11 DIFFERENCES OVER BISON MANAGEMENT IN A WAY THAT WILL NOT EXPOSE MONTANA CITIZENS 

12 OR THE AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY TO HARM. 

13 

14 WHEREAS, agriculture is Montana's largest industry, and beef livestock is Montana's largest cash 

15 crop; and 

16 WHEREAS, bison in Yellowstone National Park are the responsibility of the federal government; and 

17 WHEREAS, brucellosis is a disease that causes undulant fever in humans and that causes cattle to 

18 abort; and 

19 WHEREAS, the federal government has stated that brucellosis can be transmitted from bison to 

20 cattle; and 

21 WHEREAS, the Montana livestock industry has spent $30 million to eradicate brucellosis in Montana 

22 and to obtain a brucellosis-free status and, after a 40-year industry battle to eradicate brucellosis 

23 nationwide, the Legislature is alarmed that the federal government has abdicated its responsibility to combat 

24 the disease in a herd owned by the people of the United States; and 

25 WHEREAS, NUMBERS OF PARK BISON HAVE GROWN BEYOND THE NATURAL CARRYING 

26 CAPACITY OF YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK; AND 

27 WHEREAS, OVERGRAZING INSIDE YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK HAS RESULTED IN 

28 INCREASED WINTER MIGRATION OF BISON INTO MONTANA: AND 

29 WHEREAS, the federal government has stated that if infected bison enter the state, Montana stands 

30 to lose its brucellosis-free status; and 
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1 WHEREAS, the federal government is exposing the citizens of Montana and their livestock to 

2 brucellosis infection by its failure to adequately manage diseased bison in Yellowstone National Park; and 

3 WHEREAS, the only proposals presented to the Governor by the federal agencies have been 

4 inadequate to resolve the problem, and the Legislature has grave doubts about the intent, purpose, and 

5 implications of previously prepared federal proposals. 

6 

7 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

8 STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 That the federal government be actively responsible for bison management within the boundaries 

1 O of Yellowstone National Park and that whatever management program the federal government adopts does 

11 not expose the citizens of Montana or their livestock to brucellosis infection. 

12 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislature supports the Governor's efforts to address the 

13 problem and urges the Governor not to relent in his demand that the President of the United States require 

14 a federal solution to protect America's bison in a responsible manner that will not harm the health or 

15 property of the citizens of Montana. 

16 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

17 President of the United States, the United States Secretary of Agriculture, the United States Secretary of 

18 the Interior, and the members of Montana's Congressional delegation. 

19 -END-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27 

2 INTRODUCED BY ANDERSON, GROSFIELD, TASH, GRINDE, SLITER, AHNER, OHS, COLE, L. TAYLOR, 

3 KNOX, BARNETT, HAYNE, MASOLO, MESAROS, HARGROVE, SWYSGOOD, BECK, JENKINS, NELSON 

4 HARP, STANG, M. HANSON, ROSE 

5 BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK, AND IRRIGATION 

6 

7 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STA TE OF 

8 MONTANA SUPPORTING THE GOVERNOR FOR HIS STANCE ON FEDERAL BISON MANAGEMENT AND 

9 URGING HIM TO REMAIN FIRM IN HIS DEMAND THAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES DIRECT 

10 THE UNITED STATES SECRETARIES OF AGRICULTURE AND THE INTERIOR TO RESOLVE THEIR 

11 DIFFERENCES OVER BISON MANAGEMENT IN A WAY THAT WILL NOT EXPOSE MONTANA CITIZENS 

12 OR THE AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY TO HARM. 

13 

14 WHEREAS, agriculture is Montana's largest industry, and beef livestock is Montana's largest cash 

15 crop; and 

16 WHEREAS, bison in Yellowstone National Park are the responsibility of the federal government; and 

17 WHEREAS, brucellosis is a disease that causes undulant fever in humans and that causes cattle to 

1 8 abort; and 

19 WHEREAS, the federal government has stated that brucellosis can be transmitted from bison to 

20 cattle; and 

21 WHEREAS, the Montana livestock industry has spent $30 million to eradicate brucellosis in Montana 

22 and to obtain a brucellosis-free status and, after a 40-year industry battle to eradicate brucellosis 

23 nationwide, the Legislature is alarmed that the federal government has abdicated its responsibility to combat 

24 the disease in a herd owned by the people of the United States; and 

25 WHEREAS. NUMBERS OF PARK BISON HAVE GROWN BEYOND THE NATURAL CARRYING 

26 CAPACITY OF YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK; AND 

27 WHEREAS, OVERGRAZING INSIDE YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK HAS RESULTED IN 

28 INCREASED WINTER MIGRATION OF BISON INTO MONTANA; AND 

29 WHEREAS, the federal government has stated that if infected bison enter the state, Montana stands 

30 to lose its brucellosis-free status; and 

- 1 - HJ 27 
REFERENCE BILL 

AS AMENDED 



55th Legislature HJ0027.02 

WHEREAS, the federal government is exposing the citizens of Montana and their livestock to 

2 brucellosis infection by its failure to adequately manage diseased bison in Yellowstone National Park; and 

3 WHEREAS, the only proposals presented to the Governor by the federal agencies have been 

4 inadequate to resolve the problem, and the Legislature has grave doubts about the intent, purpose, and 

5 implications of previously prepared federal proposals. 

6 

7 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

8 ST ATE OF MONT ANA: 

9 That the federal government be actively responsible for bison management within the boundaries 

1 O of Yellowstone National Park and that whatever management program the federal government adopts does 

11 not expose the citizens of Montana or their livestock to brucellosis infection. 

12 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislature supports the Governor's efforts to address the 

1 3 problem and urges the Governor not to relent in his demand that the President of the United States require 

14 a federal solution to protect America's bison in a responsible manner that will not harm the health or 

1 5 property of the citizens of Montana. 

16 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

17 President of the United States, the United States Secretary of Agriculture, the United States Secretary of 

18 the Interior, and the members of Montana's Congressional delegation. 

19 -END-
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